CONCLUSIONS AND SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

One of the most astonishing aspects of Pivot's work with people who have been
victims of PSD bites is that the reports that Pivot has received account for only
10% of all police dog related injuries over the last three years. There are a star-
tling number of individuals who have been bitten by police dogs and do not report
their experience to government oversight bodies such as the OPCC or to police
accountability organizations like Pivot or the B.C. Civil Liberties Association. The
OPCC reports that in 2011, only five individuals filed formal police complaints after

being bitten by a PSD.

British Columbia’s Independent Investigations Office, which
investigates cases of serious harm or death that involve

a police officer, is investigating only two other incidents
involving police dogs. In a context of poor record-keeping
and insufficient reporting, there are hundreds of stories that
remain unheard, and this has resulted in a lack of policy
attention to the issue of injuries caused by PSDs.

We believe that the recommendations in this report present
a clear path for British Columbia to reduce the number of
catastrophic injuries caused by PSDs, with important legal
and human rights implications. If the Province chooses not
to take that path, the courts will be called upon to intervene.

SUMMARY OF
RECOMNMENDATIONS

PSD TRANING

Recommendation: In keeping with the principles of
minimum necessary force, B.C. police forces should
modify training techniques for PSDs to include only bark-
and-hold and any other less aggressive form of training
that has been shown to lower the rate of police dog bites.

Recommendation: Conduct an independent evaluation or
study of how officer training and deployment practices
interact with PSD training to affect the number and severity
of police dog bites, with the goal of decreasing bites.

DEPLOYMENT

Recommendation: Create a provincial regulation that

prevents a solo officer and PSD from being the first
responders to a service call. The regulation should restrict
officers from arresting a suspect when they are alone with
a dog.

Recommendation: Model deployment guidelines on those
developed in Maryland. New guidelines should limit the
deployment of PSDs to instances where a suspect is
wanted for a serious crime or is believed to be armed. In
cases where deployment is permitted, a PSD should only
be instructed to bite a suspect where there is a clear and
imminent risk of danger and less forceful means of appre-
hensions would not be effective.

Recommendation: Create a standardized definition of a
police dog “deployment,” and ensure that each dog squad
in the province records the number of deployments by the
dog squad as a whole, and the number of deployments of
each individual handler and canine team.

DOGS AS WEAPONS

Recommendation: Develop a new classification for police
dog bites on the Use of Force Continuum, defining them
as a “hard” use of force, just below the use of lethal force.
Specify in regulations that police dogs are not to bite a
subject unless that person is being assaultive, or presents
an objective risk of grievous bodily harm or death.

RECORD-KEEPING AND REPORTING

Recommendation: Standardize the way that police depart-
ments, including the RCMP, keep records on police dog
use, and require mandatory disclosure of those statistics

MOVING TO MINMUM FORCE 29



to the Police Services branch of the provincial government,
and to the general public.

Recommendation: Once a standardized definition of
deployment has been implemented, all police depart-
ments in B.C., including the RCMP, should be required
to compute a bite ratio at monthly, quarterly, and annual
intervals for the canine section as a whole, and for each
individual handler and canine team. The number of
bites should include all accidental bites and place those
numbers in the context of the number of deployments.
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