
Progressive Neighbors 

Questions for Maryland Attorney General Candidates 

1. What is your position with regard to holding Pepco accountable? The Maryland 
Public Service Commission agreed to grant PEPCO a rate increase, opposed by 
many Montgomery County residents and elected officials due to ongoing reliability 
issues.  Local leaders have worked to hold PEPCO accountable by tying potential 
rate increases to performance.  Other leaders have sought an opinion for the current 
Attorney General on establishing a public electric utility in Montgomery County. 
 What is your strategy?  

 

2. Please describe your position with regard to taxation of corporations like 
Lockheed Martin.  Progressive Neighbors participated in a large coalition opposing 
efforts in the Maryland General Assembly to exempt Lockheed Martin from 
Montgomery County’s 7% hotel tax, which would deprive the county of $450,000 in 
annual tax revenue. The broad coalition of progressive organizations included 
Common Cause, Fund Our Communities, Progressive Maryland, NAACP, UFCW, 
SEIU, Peace Action, Pax Christi, and Maryland United for Peace and Justice.  What 
is your position?  

 

3. Do you support decriminalization, regulation and legalization of marijuana? 
 According to a recent ACLU of Maryland report, people of color in general and 
African-Americans in particular are several times more likely to be arrested for 
marijuana possession than white Marylanders.  As Attorney General, what approach 
will you take to address this disparity?   

 

4. Please describe your position on “stop and frisk” policies across the state and 
reducing racial profiling.  This summer, the Maryland AG negotiated a settlement 
with an African-American driver over a 2009 incident of alleged racial profiling 
involving Maryland State Police.  In September, the Baltimore Police Department 
changed the name of its "stop and frisk" procedures to "investigative stops," in an 
effort by the agency to distance itself from controversy over the stops in New York 
City.  However, the practice of police searching someone on reasonable suspicion 
that the person is armed and "presently dangerous" continues.  What will you do as 
AG?  

 

5. What is your vision for the role of the Attorney General in protecting the 
privacy of Marylanders?  Maryland was the first state to pass a social media 
privacy protection law, protecting job applicants from being forced to disclose 
passwords to social media accounts.  The Maryland Attorney General’s Office has 
also established an Internet Privacy Unit.  What will you do? 



 

6. Would the AG favor additional Family Justice Centers, similar to the one in 
Rockville, in other major counties and Baltimore City? The Montgomery County 
Center serves, under one roof, as a full-service provider of resources, support and 
access to the courts for victims of intimate partner violence. 

 

7. Please discuss the role of the Attorney General in investigating corporate bad 
actors in Maryland.  Are there specific corporate interests harming the people 
of Maryland that should be investigated and/or sued?  A coalition of 46 state 

attorneys general made history in the 1990s by suing the nation’s largest tobacco 
companies, ultimately recovering tobacco-related health care costs for Medicaid 
recipients.  The New York Attorney General sued gun manufacturers in the 2000s 
arguing that handgun manufacturers' and wholesalers' sales and distribution 
practices violate New York State laws.  For example, are there remedies available to 
the people of Maryland against large-scale poultry producers with a history of 
dumping pollutants in the Chesapeake Bay or legal actions that may prevent fracking 
in the state? 

 
8. Do you support the use of local law enforcement to enforce federal 

immigration policy through the use of immigration detainers?  Under a 
program known as 287(g), local law enforcement officials arrest undocumented 
immigrants on behalf of DHS for deportation.   Most individuals held on an 
immigration detainer in Maryland are charged only with traffic violations or minor 
misdemeanor offenses.  Further, law enforcement officials have argued that 
Immigration detainers undermine public safety and community trust in local law 
enforcement by entangling local authorities in federal immigration 
enforcement.  More and more jurisdictions across the country are refusing to act as 
surrogates enforcing unfair federal immigration policies.   

 
9. Do you believe that health care is a human right?  Article 25 of the U.N. 

declaration of human rights states:  "Everyone has the right to a standard of living 
adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, 
clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to 
security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or 
other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control."  Obama's goal with the 
Affordable Care Act is to have universal insurance coverage, but even full 
implementation will leave many people uninsured and many more unable to access 
care.  What can the Attorney General in Maryland do to improve this situation? 

 
10. How would you react if Monsanto threatened Maryland with legal action if it 

passed GMO labeling legislation? One of Progressive Neighbors’ issues is the 
labeling of Genetically Modified Foods (GMOs).  Monsanto and other biotech 
corporations have argued that such legislation, although it has been introduced in 37 
states, is a violation of its First Amendment rights and is in restraint of trade.  
Monsanto has sued or has threatened to sue in a number of states.   

 


