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1. What is your position with regard to holding Pepco accountable? The 
Maryland Public Service Commission agreed to grant PEPCO a rate 
increase, opposed by many Montgomery County residents and elected 
officials due to ongoing reliability issues.  Local leaders have worked to 
hold PEPCO accountable by tying potential rate increases to 
performance.  Other leaders have sought an opinion for the current 
Attorney General on establishing a public electric utility in Montgomery 
County.  What is your strategy?  

 

Braveboy: I support holding Pepco accountable for the inordinately large number 
of power outages in Montgomery County and surrounding jurisdictions.  I believe 
that rate increases should be linked to reliability standards and that rates should 
not be increased unless Pepco meets the reliability requirements.  The Attorney 
General is the chief advocate for Maryland consumers and I would ensure that 
the People’s Counsel, which the Attorney General appoints, effectively 
represents the interest of the people during rate proceedings.  Further, I would 
instruct the Office of the People’s Counsel to hold semi-annual meetings (or more 
if necessary) in the metropolitan area to get feedback from consumers on service 
reliability and other consumer concerns. 

 

Cardin:  It is outrageous that fees and profits keep increasing while service and 
quality decreases.  The marginal and token improvements we’ve seen from 
Pepco are insufficient and dangerous. I will strongly consider establishing a 
public electric utility.   

 

Frosh:  Pepco and other utilities should absolutely be held accountable.  
Pepco's record is a history of unreliable service, disrespect for its 
customers and failure to invest adequately in infrastructure and 
emergency response capability.  I have consistently supported linking 
Pepco's compensation to its performance.  In 2011, I introduced legislation 
directing the Board of Public Works to establish performance standards for 
gas companies and electric companies.  The standards would have 
included performance benchmarks.  A company that failed to meet the 
benchmarks would have been subject to a penalty up to 10 % of its 
transmission and distribution revenues for the previous year--a penalty 
that could not be passed on to the consumers.  Similar, but less stringent 
legislation was ultimately enacted.  As Attorney General, I will continue to 
advocate tying rate increases to performance. 
 



 

2. Please describe your position with regard to taxation of corporations like 
Lockheed Martin.  Progressive Neighbors participated in a large coalition 
opposing efforts in the Maryland General Assembly to exempt Lockheed 
Martin from Montgomery County’s 7% hotel tax, which would deprive the 
county of $450,000 in annual tax revenue. The broad coalition of 
progressive organizations included Common Cause, Fund Our 
Communities, Progressive Maryland, NAACP, UFCW, SEIU, Peace Action, 
Pax Christi, and Maryland United for Peace and Justice.  What is your 
position?  

 

Braveboy:  I voted against SB 631, which exempted Lockheed Martin from 
paying the local hotel tax.  I believe that large corporations should pay their taxes 
just like small businesses and ordinary citizens are required to.  I support closing 
loopholes that give special favors to corporations and support measures like the 
combined reporting of corporate income that ensure that corporations pay their 
fair share of taxes.  

 

Cardin:  I voted to exempt Lockheed Martin from the hotel tax because the 
employee-only training facility is not a hotel.  Misappropriating taxes would cost 
the county more revenue than losing the tax if Lockheed Martin moved to 
Virginia. That revenue should be raised in more traditional and transparent ways, 
such as closing tax loopholes. 

 

Frosh:  I was one of 9 senators who voted against exempting Lockheed Martin 
from Montgomery County's hotel tax.  We should be closing loopholes, not 
creating them. 
 

3.  Do you support decriminalization, regulation and legalization of 
marijuana? According to a recent ACLU of Maryland report, people of color 
in general and African-Americans in particular are several times more likely 
to be arrested for marijuana possession than white Marylanders.  As 
Attorney General, what approach will you take to address this disparity? 

 

Braveboy:  I support decriminalization for persons that possess small amounts of 
marijuana intended for personal use.  I am a co-sponsor of this year’s bill to 
decriminalize marijuana, which is being sponsor by Delegate Mizeur.  I believe 
that marijuana use and other drug usage should be treated as a substance 
abuse problem that requires rehabilitation instead of a criminal problem that 
requires mass incarceration.  I oppose the legalization of marijuana at this time.   

 

Cardin:  Legalization, taxation, and regulation of marijuana will have my full 
throated support. I stood with the ACLU, Delegates Anderson and Mizeur,  and 
Senator Raskin at the press conference announcing the Maryland legalization, 

taxation and regulation bill, and I am a cosponsor of that legislation.  

 

Frosh:  I favor decriminalizing possession of small amounts of marijuana.  A 
growing number of Marylanders favor legalizing recreational marijuana. And the 
laboratories in Colorado and Washington State are worth our careful attention.  



 

 

4. Please describe your position on “stop and frisk” policies across the state 
and reducing racial profiling.  This summer, the Maryland AG negotiated a 
settlement with an African-American driver over a 2009 incident of alleged 
racial profiling involving Maryland State Police.  In September, the 
Baltimore Police Department changed the name of its "stop and frisk" 
procedures to "investigative stops," in an effort by the agency to distance 
itself from controversy over the stops in New York City.  However, the 
practice of police searching someone on reasonable suspicion that the 
person is armed and "presently dangerous" continues.  What will you do as 
AG?  

 

Braveboy:  In 2011, I was the chief sponsor of HB 130, which requires law 
enforcement officers to record demographic information pertaining to traffic stops 
and provide reports to the Maryland Statistical Analysis Center (MSAC); and 
addition it required police departments to adopt policies against racial profiling.  I 
strongly oppose “stop and frisk policies” and other forms of racial profiling 
because they are unconstitutional violations of the rights of citizens of color.  Any 
police action based solely on racial stereotypes without particularized suspicion 
of illegal activity is unconstitutional and must be prohibited.  As Attorney General, 
I would expand the role of the Civil Rights Division to include the investigation of 
racially discriminatory policing practices by Maryland State and local police 
departments.  My office would provide guidance to police departments across the 
state in developing policing policies, which promote public safety while 
simultaneously protecting the constitutional rights of Maryland citizens. 

 

Cardin:  Stop and frisk policies targeting African Americans and Latinos are both 
unconstitutional and bad policing. Commissioner Batts of Baltimore agrees with 
ACLU concerns that there is not sufficient oversight over stop-and-frisk 
procedures, which is good, but the fact is that this should never have been a 
problem in the first place.  Altering the police culture of stop and frisk is a long 
and hard task, but there should at least be data available.  Police could not 
provide any audits or memos regarding oversight of "stop and frisk" searches, 
and the American Civil Liberties Union of Maryland said the data was so 
implausible that it "suggests a lack of supervision and accountability." 

 

Frosh:  One of the biggest problems with stop and frisk is that it too often leads to 
racial profiling. That happens when law enforcement officials stop people 
because of their race instead of on the basis of a reasonable suspicion that 
individuals are armed and dangerous.  As Attorney General, I will take all 
necessary actions to ensure that state law enforcement officials act according to 
legal limits on stop and frisk and do not engage in racial profiling.   
 
 

5. What is your vision for the role of the Attorney General in protecting the 
privacy of Marylanders?  Maryland was the first state to pass a social 
media privacy protection law, protecting job applicants from being forced 
to disclose passwords to social media accounts.  The Maryland Attorney 



General’s Office has also established an Internet Privacy Unit.  What will 
you do? 

 

Braveboy:  As Attorney General, protecting the privacy of Maryland residents will 
be a top priority in my administration.  I was a co-sponsor of House Bill 964 
(2012), which prohibits employers from requesting or requiring that an employee 
or applicant disclose any user name, password, or other means for accessing a 
personal account.   

 

Identity theft, cyber-bulling and other cyber crimes are serious problems that 
affect the economic well being of Maryland families.  I would provide additional 
resources to the Internet Privacy Unit to investigate unlawful conduct such as 
cyber-bullying, identity theft, and Internet based fraud schemes.   

 

Cardin:  I was proud to support the social media privacy protection law.  
Internet privacy is one of the main themes of my campaign because so much 
of what the Attorney General’s Office deals with is moving into digital space.  I 
have a strong record in protecting civil liberties and I will continue those 
efforts in the Attorney General’s office. 

 

Frosh:  My work as a privacy advocate dates back years to when I first 
introduced legislation protecting the privacy of personal information in MVA 
records.  Privacy threats today increasingly involve the internet and thus are 
interstate and even international in nature.  For that reason I think it is essential 
that the Attorney General work with other State AGs and with federal officials to 
combat threats.   
 
One of my priorities as Attorney General will be to protect children from online 
predators.  By adopting policies based on up-to-the-minute knowledge about 
technological trends, tools, and practices, I will stay ahead of bad actors who 
target children. I will work with parents, families, and schools to make sure that 
parents, children and educators have the necessary tools to keep kids safe 
online. I will make it a priority for the Attorney General’s office to partner with 
community leaders, local school boards and local law enforcement to raise 
awareness among parents, kids and the larger community about the dangers that 
children face online, and the common-sense preventative measures that both 
families and young people can take to keep them safe from online bullies and 
predators. 
 
I plan to expand the AG's cyber crime unit.  And I’ll work with social networking 
sites that cater to young people to remove registered sex offenders. When 
necessary, I will use the full authority of my office to compel their removal. 

 

6. Would the AG favor additional Family Justice Centers, similar to the one in 
Rockville, in other major counties and in Baltimore City? The Montgomery 
County Center serves, under one roof, as a full-service provider of 
resources, support and access to the courts for victims of intimate partner 
violence. 

 



Braveboy:  As Attorney General, I would wholeheartedly support the creation of 
additional Family Justice Centers throughout the state.  These centers provide 
excellent resources that truly help victims of domestic violence.  I am a strong 
supporter of “One-Stop-Shops” like Family Justice Centers that give citizens 
access to government resources all in one place. 

 

Cardin:  Yes 

 

Frosh:  The Montgomery County Center serves, under one roof, as a full-service 
provider of resources, support and access to the courts for victims of intimate 
partner violence. 

 

Yes, but I don't think Family Justice Centers should be limited to major counties 
and the City of Baltimore.  The U.S. Department of Justice considers Family 
Justice Centers to be one of the best ways to deliver services to families affected 
by domestic violence. Centers should be located in counties throughout our 
state. 

 

7. Please discuss the role of the Attorney General in investigating corporate 
bad actors in Maryland.  Are there specific corporate interests harming the 

people of Maryland that should be investigated and/or sued?  A coalition of 

46 state attorneys general made history in the 1990s by suing the nation’s 
largest tobacco companies, ultimately recovering tobacco-related health 
care costs for Medicaid recipients.  The New York Attorney General sued 
gun manufacturers in the 2000s arguing that handgun manufacturers' and 
wholesalers' sales and distribution practices violate New York State 
laws.  For example, are there remedies available to the people of Maryland 
against large-scale poultry producers with a history of dumping pollutants 
in the Chesapeake Bay or legal actions that may prevent fracking in the 
state? 
 

Braveboy:  The Maryland Attorney General is the chief law enforcement officer 
and consumer advocate in the state.  The AG’s Office is a great platform to serve 
as an advocate for vulnerable workers, consumers, taxpayers and students.  For 
the past several years, I have served as the Chair of the Consumer Protection 
and Business Regulation Subcommittee in the House of Delegates where I have 
witnessed firsthand some of the abuses committed by corporate bad actors.  One 
area that I would investigate as Attorney General involves banks that own 
foreclosed properties.  Studies have shown that many banks that own foreclosed 
properties have failed to properly maintain and market these properties in 
communities of color.  For example, many of these banks allow foreclosed 
properties to deteriorate to the point where broken windows, broken doors, holes 
in the roof and unkempt laws are visible.  This causes neighboring home values 
to plummet, further diminishing wealth for families in communities of color.  The 
same banks that fail to maintain their foreclosed properties in communities of 
color, typically maintain and adequately market their foreclosed properties in 
majority white neighborhoods.  As AG, I would investigate these practices and 
sue big banks and mortgage companies that fail to fulfill their obligations under 
our fair housing laws. 
 



Another industry that I would investigate is the for-profit college industry in 
Maryland.  The for-profit-college industry is notorious across the nation for 
charging vulnerable students thousands of dollars for a substandard education 
and saddling students with thousands of dollars of non-dischargeable student 
loan debt.  Many of these colleges use grossly inflated employment statistics and 
engage in coercive tactics to pressure potential students to enroll.  I would 
investigate this industry and sue them if the investigation revealed fraud and 
other malfeasance on the part of for-profit-colleges. 

 
Cardin:  If I am elected Attorney General, we will have to significantly expand the 
number of attorneys in the office in order to keep up with all of the lawsuits I plan 
on bringing to court against bad corporate actors- everyone from contractors who 
regularly and systematically violate labor laws, energy companies that want to 
put gas pipelines underneath our homes and pollute our water, check-cashing 
companies that target minority communities in bank deserts that undermine 
economic mobility, and diploma mills that sell worthless degrees.  In addition to 
lawsuits that the Office of the Attorney General can bring directly, I will work with 
local, state, and federal law enforcement to significantly expand cybersecurity in 
Maryland so that the recent security breaches affecting Target, Facebook, and 
Google do not continue to victimize Maryland citizens.   
 
Frosh:  The Attorney's General's office includes a number of resources I plan to 
bring to bear on corporate crime:  the Antitrust Division, the Division of Consumer 
Protection, the Internet Privacy Unit, and the Criminal Division, which includes, 
among other things, the Environmental Crimes Unit and the Medicaid Fraud 
Control Unit.  At the same time, I think it is crucially important for Maryland's 
Attorney General to work with AGs in other states to bring common actions 
against corporate offenders wherever possible. 
 
As for your questions about Bay cleanup and fracking, the best way to combat 
pollution of the Chesapeake is through aggressive enforcement of the Clean 
Water Act; the best way to deal with fracking is to put in place a strong regulatory 
package protecting our natural resources.  I have been the Senate leader of 
efforts to rein in fracking.   
 

8. Do you support the use of local law enforcement to enforce federal 
immigration policy through the use of immigration detainers?  Under a 
program known as 287(g), local law enforcement officials arrest 
undocumented immigrants on behalf of DHS for deportation.   Most 
individuals held on an immigration detainer in Maryland are charged only 
with traffic violations or minor misdemeanor offenses.  Further, law 
enforcement officials have argued that Immigration detainers undermine 
public safety and community trust in local law enforcement by entangling 
local authorities in federal immigration enforcement.  More and more 
jurisdictions across the country are refusing to act as surrogates enforcing 
unfair federal immigration policies.   

 
Braveboy:  I oppose the use of local law enforcement officers to enforce federal 
immigration laws.  This practice undermines public safety because it diverts 
scarce local police resources away from serious crimes to petty offenses with 
little bearing on public safety.  Local jurisdictions should maintain their discretion 



to develop their own policing policies and priorities without undue interference by 
federal immigration mandates.    

 

Cardin:  No. 

 

Frosh:  I don’t think Maryland should be in the business of enforcing federal 
immigration law.   

 

9. Do you believe that health care is a human right?  Article 25 of the U.N. 
declaration of human rights states:  "Everyone has the right to a standard 
of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, 
including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social 
services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, 
disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances 
beyond his control."  Obama's goal with the Affordable Care Act is to have 
universal insurance coverage, but even full implementation will leave many 
people uninsured and many more unable to access care.  What can the 
Attorney General in Maryland do to improve this situation? 

 
Braveboy:  I believe that health care is a human right.  As Attorney General, I 
would fight to expand the role of the People’s Insurance Counsel Division (PICD) 
in the AG’s Office.  Currently, the PICD represents Maryland homeowners’ that 
have purchased insurance to cover their homes and medical professionals that 
have purchased medical liability insurance.  I would seek authority for the PICD 
to represent consumers who have purchased individual and family health care 
insurance policies.  In particular, the PICD would review insurance company 
requests to raise premiums and ensure that insurance rates are supported by 
data and are not excessive.  In this respect, the PICD would play a role in 
advocating for Maryland consumers for affordable health care coverage.  
 
Cardin:  Yes. 
 
Frosh:  Everyone should have access to adequate health care.  Expanding 
health care coverage depends on federal and state legislation.  But the Attorney 
General can play an important role  by stopping  health care fraud that makes 
health care more expensive than it should be and thus increases the cost of 
expanded coverage. The AG's Medicaid Fraud Control Unit has a special role in 
that effort. 
 

10. How would you react if Monsanto threatened Maryland with legal action if it 
passed GMO labeling legislation? One of Progressive Neighbors’ issues is 
the labeling of Genetically Modified Foods (GMOs).  Monsanto and other 
biotech corporations have argued that such legislation, although it has 
been introduced in 37 states, is a violation of its First Amendment rights 
and is in restraint of trade.  Monsanto has sued or has threatened to sue in 
a number of states.   

 
Braveboy: I am a co-sponsor of this year’s bill to require GMO labeling and would 
defend Maryland’s legislation, should it pass the General Assembly this year. 



Cardin:  I would look forward to defending Maryland in such litigation 
 
Frosh:  The main job of the Attorney General is to represent the State of 
Maryland in Court.  I would contest any such suit vigorously. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 


