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Progressive Neighbors 

Testimony on Bill 16-14 

 Elections—Public Campaign Financing 

Tuesday, March 11, 2014 

Rockville, Maryland 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify this evening. My name 

is Brian Doherty, I’m from Bethesda, and I am a co-chair of the 

organization Progressive Neighbors.  

 

Our group is a Montgomery County-wide organization active 

since 2006, primarily at the state and county level, in a wide 

variety of progressive causes on issues related to progressive 

taxation,  education, affordable housing and tenant rights, labor, 

gender, health care, civil rights, immigrant issues, democracy, 

environment, and transportation.   

 

We are a democratic grassroots group that accepts no outside 

funding.  We endorse candidates and work on issue advocacy. 

 

I am happy to report that our group strongly supports bill 16-14, 

a public financing option for Montgomery County Council and 

Executive candidates. We commend Councilmember Phil 

Andrews and his cosponsors for introducing this far-sighted 

legislation. 

 

Action by the legislature in 2013 enables counties to provide a 

public financing option—a longtime progressive goal—

beginning with the 2015-2018 election.   Montgomery County 

has the opportunity to lead the way on a local level, as it did a 
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few years ago on the trans fat issue, and as it did recently with 

its well-received move to raise the minimum wage.  We’re 

ready to lead again. 

 

This legislation, by favoring small contributions within the 

reach of the average voter, will help to slow a profoundly 

disturbing trend in our County in which less than a third of 

donations in County Council campaigns came from those 

making $250 or less.  Under such circumstances, while all 

voters are equal, some are clearly more equal than others. 

 

The structure of this bill is reasonable and appropriate.  Once 

candidates meet a modest fundraising threshold, donations of 

$150 or less are matched with public funds, with smaller 

donations receiving the higher match.  With these changes in 

the law, candidates will still spend time raising funds—you 

can’t get around that.  But the biggest “bang for the buck” in 

fundraising will come from smaller donor, whose everyday 

concerns will be more likely to be addressed in the electoral 

process. In all likelihood, this will mean a new type of voter 

and, just as assuredly, a new type of candidate. 

 

Again, thanks to Councilmember Andrews and others for 

putting this bill on the agenda.  Let’s make it law as promptly as 

practical, let Montgomery County become a “laboratory for 

democracy” in Maryland. 
 

Brian Doherty   
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