
PROGRESSIVE NEIGHBORS 

8022 Maple Ave. 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

Dear Governor O'Malley: 

We urge you to announce that you will oppose, and, if necessary, veto the proposed cut in the 

estate tax that is currently being considered by the General Assembly. This show of progressive 

leadership by your office would change the whole debate about this unwise and costly proposal.  

HB 739 and SB 602 will increase Maryland's estate tax exemption from $1 million to $5.34 

million in 2014, ($10.68 million for a married couple), indexed to inflation thereafter, The 

proposal would add to income inequality, because it is a special interest bill designed to help the 

very wealthy.  

There is no justification for this measure. No credible evidence has been presented that people 

are leaving the state because of the current estate tax. In fact, as you know, Maryland has the 

highest number of millionaires per capita of any state in the nation. Why do we need this 

legislation and why, we must ask, are some Democrats supporting it? 

The proposed estate tax cut will do nothing to help business and will harm our economy. 

Legislative Services projects the cost of this tax cut for wealthy heirs in FY 2018 to be $122 

million, in FY 2019 $138 million, and has testified that in future years, the cost is likely to 

significantly rise. We need the revenue from the estate tax to invest in our schools, health care, 

public safety, infrastructure, and new technologies. 

One-fourth of our children live in poverty or within 200% of poverty. It is very likely that the 

proposed estate tax cut for rich children will be paid for, at least in part, by cutting services and 

opportunities for financially less well-off children. That result, in particular, is completely 

unacceptable.  

You have many times indicated that you want to be seen as a progressive leader. Now is the time 

to burnish that image by telling the General Assembly that a cut in the estate tax, and resulting 

loss of income and worsening of income inequality in our state, is not a measure that progressive 

Democrats will support. 

Thank you for you consideration. 

Progressive Neighbors Steering Committee: Brian Doherty, Sharon Dooley, Felicia Eberling, 
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