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Budget & Tax
1.What is your vision of taxation and spending in Montgomery County?  
Some revenue sources include property tax, bag tax or a potential business 
tax similar to what Fairfax County imposes.  How do you think we should 
raise money?  
2 . In good times what are your spending priorities?  How would they differ 
in hard times? If you ranked human safety net services, education, 
transportation and libraries for county spending, how would you rank them 
and why?
3. How would you ensure that taxes/fees do not unduly impact those with 
lower incomes?  
4. Do you have any innovative approaches to income and wealth 
disparities?  Please share them.

Affordable Housing
While renters in Montgomery County account for 25-30% of households, 
the affordable rental housing supply continues to shrink. In 2009 the Tenant 
Work Group, convened by Ike Leggett, expressed the following concerns: 
• Unaffordable rent increases
• Fear of retaliation for voicing concerns about the property
• Unreasonable month-to-month surcharges
• Crime and safety
5.What can you and the County Council do to support the County’s 

250,000 renters?

Transportation & Infrastructure
6. How do you propose funding the Purple Line and the Corridor Cities 

Transitway (CCT)  RTS/BRT has been accepted as a way to decrease 
gridlock in the future; how will you work to assure that funding is 
available and that communities are part of this solution?

7. What can the Council do to promote telework, vanpools, and carpools? 



Education
8.  School construction has fallen behind in projected Capital Budgets. How 
will you work with the Montgomery County Delegation in Annapolis to 
insure adequate capital budgets for MCPS?

9. Since approximately half of the students in the County do not go to 
college what should the county be doing in economic development to 
ensure that these graduates find jobs?

New Development and the Environment
10. It is obvious that our infrastructure needs are not being met as the 
county continues to grow. How should and can the County Council review 
and impact proposals for development that will create significant 
infrastructure issues such as:

Traffic and transportation
Water and sewer
Power, gas, phone and cable
Preservation of the environment
Health
Small business

11.  What changes in the County Master Plans are required to ensure that 
smart, sensible, environmentally sound growth is a continued priority?  How 
will you support development that does not take down trees and disturb 
watersheds?

12. How would you ensure that the Agricultural Reserve continues to be 
viable as an economic center and environmentally protected area?

Immigration
13. What can the County Council do to support our immigrant community?  
Do you support free, readily available English language classes and other 
education programs to help immigrants become full participants in the civic 
life of our County?  What other approaches do you favor?

Elections and Transparency
14. Maryland is making many improvements in transparency at the state 
level regarding hearings and legislation.  Given the fact that currently many 



hearings and council meetings are televised, how would you improve this 
process in the county?  

15.  Should elections be financed with public funds?  Should limitations be 
placed on private funds, money from development interests and PACs? 
Explain why you support a particular option.  How can the voters be 
assured that elected officials keep the public interest as a priority?

Experience
16.  Please describe your professional experiences that will allow you to be 

an effective member of the County Council.  What organizations have 
you worked with and why will that help you to serve the public?

17. Progressive Neighbors is committed to supporting progressive 
candidates and issues.  
• Why do you think that this organization should support your 

candidacy?
• Give an example of a progressive issue that you have supported in 

the past 5 years.


