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Better government  
1. What steps do you support for improving the democratic process in Annapolis?  

Progress has been made in improving transparency in the General Assembly over the 
past four years, with greater access to online tools for the public, the posting online of 
committee votes, and increased audio and video coverage of legislative deliberations. 
Much still remains to be done, however, including posting of subcommittee votes, 
committee amendments and votes, and the institution of a system to allow constituents 
to sign up to testify online the day before a committee hearing so they don't have to 
spend all day in Annapolis waiting to testify. Do you support these improvements, and 
do you have others you’d like to offer?                                                                 
Are you willing to support special elections to fill legislative vacancies? Do 
you support stripping the party central committees of the power of appointment, 
which ultimately lies with the Governor?   
 
I fully support the improvements that have been made in Annapolis, but do agree 
more can be done. The more access the public has into decisions that are being 
made on their behalf, the better. I also support innovative ways, like online 
testifying, that allow people to represent themselves with as few burdens as 
possible. Just because someone has obligations outside of the Capitol does not 
mean they do not deserve to be heard. Additionally, I support special elections to fill 
vacancies. While power may be stripped from central committees and the governor, 
it is ultimately going back to the people of Maryland, where it belongs. 

 
2. Do you support combined reporting for corporations doing business in 

Maryland?  Do you support a luxury tax to increase revenue?  Maryland  
is one of the wealthiest states in the US. Unfortunately, some of our state’s wealthiest 
residents and most successful corporations avoid paying their fair share of taxes. 
Assessing luxury taxes and requiring that businesses file combined tax reports would 
generate revenues and help small and local businesses compete.   

  
Please explain briefly.  
 
I do support combined reporting and luxury taxes. While Maryland is fortunate to have 
such wealth, as a progressive state, we should be leaders in policies that encourage 
shared prosperity. If corporations want to do business in Maryland, then they have to 
actually be a part of Maryland. This means paying their fair share. I also support the 
luxury tax. Trickle-down economics has proven ineffective, and I will support legislation 
that seeks to generate revenue for the state that would enable our local businesses to 
compete. 
  



3. What measures will you propose to improve the criminal justice  
system?  The juvenile justice scandal in Baltimore raises immediate concerns, and 
Maryland’s prison population has nearly tripled to over 22,000 since 1980. People of 
color are disproportionately arrested, convicted, and incarcerated. This is a civil rights 
issue.   
Would you advocate for legislation and policies establishing creative approaches to 
crime and rehabilitation--alternatives to incarceration? Please explain briefly.  
  
Our justice system is broken. It is not currently serving as a deterrent to crime, or 
adequately reforming or rehabilitating offenders prior to re-entry. As Delegate, I would 
support large-scale improvements that would reduce the number of individuals who are 
incarcerated. I support alternative sentencing like community service, probation, 
diversion programs, and other ways that educate and rehabilitate individuals. 
 

4. Do you support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day?  In 
2013, the General Assembly passed a law providing for same day voter registration, 
but only during the early voting period. The State Administrator of the Board of 
Elections objected to providing same day registration on Election Day itself, when 
the vast majority of votes are cast, claiming that it was not feasible. Do you support 
expanding same day voter registration to Election Day, and if so, what steps would 
you take to see it become law?  

 
 I do support expanding same day voter registration. While it would take more work 

to register voters on Election Day, it is crucial that we lower the barriers for 
individuals who wish to civically engage. Same day registration would enable 
greater voter participation. To see this become law, I would actively engage with 
colleagues in the House of Delegates and Senate to lead an effort to reform and 
expand voter participation.  

  
5. Do you support enacting state campaign finance reforms?  Currently,  

there is too much corporate influence on elections.  Do you support voluntary public 
financing of campaigns for state office in a manner that would allow candidates to 
receive funding after demonstrating significant community support?  

  
I very much support the efforts to reform our current campaign finance system. 
Candidates are elected by the people and for the people. We must not allow 
corporations to diminish the voices of the people. I also believe this kind of campaign 
reform would encourage people that are already advocating for their community to run 
and not be intimidated by candidates who have deeper pockets. 
 

Human Rights  
6. Do you support a comprehensive gender identity law for Maryland, including 

public accommodations protections?  The transgender  
community has been fighting to be included in statewide civil rights protections since 
2007. While there are ordinances in Montgomery, Howard and Baltimore counties, as 
well as Baltimore city, there is no statewide law (as there is in 17 states, DC and 
Puerto Rico) to go along with the sexual orientation anti-discrimination law passed here 
in 2001.  



, Will you actively lobby the legislative leadership to make it happen?  
 
I will actively lobby for these changes. During my service as Legislative Director to 
Rep. Ed Towns, I wrote and actively pushed for a comprehensive bill that would 
provide federal protections to the LGBT community in housing and public 
accommodations. For Maryland to truly be a united community, every individual needs 
to be protected by the law. With the archaic laws and standards that stand in place 
now, our transgender neighbors are not protected. I will fully support legislation that 
makes our state more welcoming to all of our residents. 
  

7. Would you support legislation and policies to begin a transition to a publicly-
financed health care system for Maryland?   After the passage of federal 
legislation (ACA aka Obamacare), it falls to the Maryland State government to 
establish “exchanges” to provide healthcare to people in our state.  
Do you agree that Healthcare is a Human Right? How would you lead efforts to 
improve healthcare in Maryland?  Please explain briefly.  
  
I do agree that healthcare is a human right. As a cancer patient advocate for the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, daily I am actively advocating for the most patient-
centric implementation of the ACA at the federal and state level. Of the seven 
candidates in my race, I have the most experience in healthcare policy, and am best 
suited to ensure that as the ACA is implemented in Maryland, we are meeting the 
needs of our diverse patient population. The exchanges, if implemented well, will 
ensure more patients are able to access the healthcare that they need. But ultimately, 
our work will only be complete when every individual in Maryland has access to quality, 
affordable healthcare. This will only happen if we begin a transition to a publicly-
financed healthcare system. 
 

8. Will you support the decriminalization of possession of small amounts of 
marijuana?  In 2013, a bill to decriminalize the possession of small amounts of 
marijuana passed the State Senate with 30 votes. The chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee did not allow the bill to be voted on either in committee or on the floor of 
the House of Delegates. Will you support decriminalization, and, if so, what specific 
actions will you take to ensure the bill’s passage in the General Assembly?  

     
I will support the decriminalization of small amounts of marijuana. This bill would save 
Maryland money by no longer prosecuting non-violent offenders, but it would also help 
decrease the number of people in the criminal justice system for petty crimes, 
especially young African Americans that are already overrepresented in our system. To 
ensure this bill passes in the General Assembly, I would actively attempt to build a 
coalition of like-minded legislators, as well as advocacy organizations.  
 

9. Do you support an increase in the minimum wage, and if so, what is the hourly 
wage that you would recommend that the General  
Assembly adopt? Maryland’s minimum wage, currently tied to the federal minimum 
wage, is $7.25/hour. Economic analysts across the political spectrum agree that, it is 
extremely difficult for a family to survive on this level of income. In 2013, a bill to raise 
the minimum wage failed to pass a House committee vote.  Additionally, will you 



support indexing that wage level to obviate the need to keep returning to this fight in 
the future?  
 
I support an increase to the minimum wage with an index to inflation. I was 
disappointed to learn that the Economic Matters committee stripped the index provision 
out of the bill before moving it to the floor, and that two of my three incumbent 
legislators voted against Del. Mizeur’s compromise amendment that would have 
provided a 2% annual index. I would recommend that the General Assembly adopt a 
minimum wage of $11.50. This is the wage I helped advocate for in Montgomery 
County, that will be phased in during the next four years.  

  
10. Will you support legislation to require employers to provide at least seven days 

of sick leave per year.  A bill requiring employers to provide at least seven days of 
sick leave per year received an unfavorable report in the House Economic Matters 
Committee in 2013. Do you support this bill?  
 
As delegate, I want our community to have as high a quality of life as possible. I do 
support employers providing at least seven sick days. One might count themselves 
lucky to only get sick for seven days out of an entire year. While I was the 
congressional aide for a senior progressive Member of Congress from New York, I was 
highly involved on a number of federal initiatives to provide paid leave to families. I will 
continue advocating for paid leave as a Maryland delegate as well. 

  
Will you support legislation to extend employees’ rights to unpaid leave to all 
Maryland workers? Federal law currently requires that employees be given as much 
as 13 weeks of unpaid leave in case of illness or other conditions of the employee or a 
close family member. Federal law, however, only applies to employers with more than 
50 employees. Half of Maryland businesses meet this requirement, so the other half of 
Maryland workers get no family leave protection at all. In 2013, a bill to provide six 
weeks of unpaid family leave to employees of Maryland businesses with at least 15 
employees did not pass. Do you support this legislation?  
 
I do support legislation to extend unpaid leave. Workers should never be put in a 
position of choosing between their job and their family.  

  
The Environment and Transportation  

11. Do you believe we should prioritize fracking or spend our resources on 
developing green energy sources?   There is a nationwide boom in hydraulic 
fracking in America today, giving us a greater degree of energy independence than 
we’ve seen in years. However, there are serious environmental consequences to such 
drilling, and there has been a moratorium on fracking in Maryland to give the 
government time to study the current state of the art.  

  
What are your thoughts about fracking in Maryland, in anticipation of the government 
study?  How serious must the environmental degradation be for you to ban fracking? 
Are you concerned about the future of western Maryland’s tourist and farming 
industries if fracking is permitted?  
  



I support focusing on green, renewable energy sources that do not cause so much 
damage to the environment and pose such health risks to people. Fracking is 
dangerous and environmentally invasive. We need independent studies to show what 
the long-term impact on our environment and public health will be before we proceed. 
 

12. What is your vision for an efficient, environmentally friendly, regional 
transportation plan for the 21st century?  A recent editorial in The New York 
Times related to their mayoral campaign, and focused on public transportation, said,  
“Few things more directly affect the quality of a day, the stability and prosperity of a life, 
than the ability to get to work. And few are more vital to the larger economy — of the 
city and region — than the transportation system that makes it possible. Veins and 
arteries: everybody needs them.”  

  
Clearly this statement applies to Maryland as well, primarily to both Baltimore and the 
DC suburbs. What are your plans, now that the gas tax has been raised, to prioritize 
public transportation projects such as the Purple Line, CCT and Baltimore Red Line? 
Do you support plans to extend Metro to BWI as it is being extended to Dulles? Do you 
have any thoughts on the institution of high-speed or next-generation maglev rail in the 
northeast corridor?   
  
For the 21st century, I envision much fewer cars on the street and a much greater 
interconnectedness in Maryland and surrounding areas. I fully agree that being able to 
get to work is vital for a higher quality of life and support projects like the Purple Line, 
CCT, and Baltimore Red Line. I also think the Metro extending to BWI is the only next 
logical step, and support a maglev rail in the northeast corridor. 
 

13. Will you be supportive of legislation requiring labeling all genetically modified 
products (GMO’s) so that consumers know what they are  

eating?  Several states are considering passage of a GMO labeling bill which would 
mandate the labeling of products containing genetically modified ingredients. 
 
I would support labeling GMO’s. More than fifteen countries have now implemented 
mandatory GMO labelling laws to provide consumers with the ability to make informed 
choices regarding their foods.  
  

14. Will you actively support legislation to save the Chesapeake Bay?   
Recently, after a series of public hearings, Takoma Park, MD's City Council (as well as 
the Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park) passed regulations prohibiting 
cosmetic use of pesticides on lawns and landscapes.  Since the use of pesticides is 
directly linked to several forms of cancer, as well as endocrine disruption, and is 
detrimental to the fish and wildlife in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, will you support 
and advocate for:   
a. the elimination of cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, schools, 
highways, parks and other government facilities?  
b. Encourage Maryland county and municipal governments to follow the example 
of Takoma Park and ban its use?  
c. Begin a public education campaign to discourage the routine cosmetic use of 
pesticides around homes and gardens.  



 
As a Maryland Delegate, I will take an active leadership role in and support legislation 
that strengthens our environmental protections. I fully support the efforts to preserve 
Chesapeake Bay and eliminating extraneous pesticide use. I also support a public 
education campaign on the harms of cosmetic pesticide use. I would actively advocate 
for the elimination of cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, schools, 
highways, parks and other government facilities, and encourage Maryland county and 
municipal governments to follow the example set by Takoma Park. 
 

15. Do you favor extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” statewide and 
implementing a 5 cent deposit on bottles?  Montgomery County  
enacted legislation in 2011 that placed a five-cent charge on each paper or plastic 
carryout bag provided by retail establishments to customers at the point of sale, pickup 
or delivery. Retailers retain 1 cent of each five-cent for the bags they sell. The 
revenues from this charge are deposited into the County’s Water Quality Protection 
Charge fund. This effectively shifts the burden of litter clean up costs from taxpayers to 
consumers, who have a choice to avoid the 5-cent charge by bringing reusable bags.  

  
An industry consortium led by Owens-Illinois (glass) and Alcoa (aluminum) and major 
state environmental organizations e.g. the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Maryland 
League of Conservation Voters, strongly favors a Maryland “bottle bill,” legislation 
which generally requires a 5 cent deposit on sealed metal, glass or plastic containers. 
Enactment of this legislation would reduce litter, create recycling jobs and supplement 
ongoing recycling programs.  
  
Do you favor enactment of a 5 cent per container “bottle bill” in Maryland?  
 
Yes, I do favor extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” statewide and the 
enactment of a 5 cent per container “bottle bill.” Both bills are an efficient way to 
reduce litter and raise money for environmental cleanup programs. 
  

Education and the Economy  
16. What approaches would you support to maintain education excellence in 

Maryland and address the education achievement gap?   To address crushing 
higher education costs for students, the Oregon legislature recently unanimously 
enacted “Pay it Forward, Pay it Back” higher education funding legislation.  The 
Oregon legislation directs the state’s education commission to develop a plan for 
consideration by the legislature in 2015 under which students would pay nothing for 
tuition while attending college, paying instead 3% of their income each year for the 
next two decades or so to cover the costs of future students. Education loans from big 
banks would no longer be necessary.                                                                                   
Do you favor similar legislation Maryland?  If not, what other approaches to reducing 
higher education costs for Maryland students do you favor?    
Despite an award-winning public education system, Maryland faces an achievement 
gap.  Please explain your ideas to overcome this problem.    
 
Providing quality educational opportunities for all students is one of the key pillars of 
my campaign. I support legislation like “Pay it Forward, Pay it Back”, that expands 



access to higher education for students who may not otherwise be able to afford it.  
Under our current system, an overwhelming majority of students are caught in 
restricting and consuming debt that burdens them beyond what they can manage. As 
the daughter of a single mom from a meager beginning, I include myself in that 
category. Though I was fortunate to have the opportunity to attend excellent schools, I 
will carry with me a large amount of debt for decades. Meanwhile, banks are reaping 
the rewards while future students are getting into even more debt than the classes 
before them. This legislation provides a reasonable repayment system while allowing 
new students to get the education they need.  
 
Regarding the achievement gap, if elected, I would advocate for a funding formula that 
would more fairly distribute school construction funds to districts that need them. I 
would also push for increased student support services in high need schools to provide 
the wrap-around services that each child needs to succeed. 
  

17. Do you support the concept of a state bank in Maryland?  Inspired by the Bank of 
North Dakota, legislators in several states, including Maryland, 
have proposed the creation of a state bank. In North Dakota, the nine-decade old bank 
serves as a depository for all state tax collection and fees, and deposits are reinvested 
in North  
Dakota in the form of loans, thereby enhancing the availability of credit in the state.    
 
I support legislation that puts the needs of the people of Maryland first, which is why I 
support a state bank. North Dakota has been able to reinvest in their state because 
they answer to the state, not to corporations and individuals on Wall Street. A Maryland 
state bank would put needed money back into our economy and I will advocate for its 
creation. 
  

18. Will you support converting defense-related industries in Maryland into non-
military institutions?  The State of Connecticut recently enacted policies aimed at 
“diversifying or converting defense-related industries to other nonmilitary products, 
emphasizing environmentally sustainable and civilian product manufacturing.” Would 
you advocate for similar legislation and policies? Please explain briefly.  

 
I would advocate for legislation supporting this matter. By taking heed of Connecticut, 
Maryland can create much needed jobs and affect the environment in a positive 
manner. It is time we prioritize domestic needs over war. Maryland should be as proud 
of our growing health and biotech sector as Virginia is of its defense sector. If elected, I 
would promote the conversion of defense-related jobs into more healthcare and 
biotech opportunities. 

  
19. How will you promote job creation? Please provide specifics on how you would 

promote job creation and job retraining in Maryland. Are there changes in the Maryland 
tax system which may be appropriate to encourage job creation and job retraining?  
Do you support the right of Maryland’s private and public sector workers to have 
collective bargaining rights and union representation?   
 



To promote job creation, I will focus on key growth opportunities in Maryland. Natural 
and renewable energy is a huge priority in the state. By supporting the widespread use 
of solar panels and the development of wind energy, jobs will be created. Also, 
transportation is a sector needing more focus. As we expand and improve our metrorail 
system by building the Purple Line, thousands of job opportunities in the state will be 
created.  
 
While new job creation is crucially important for our growing economy, fair wages and 
workplace conditions are equally important. I support the right of Maryland’s private 
and public sector workers to have collective bargaining rights and union 
representation. I would also support targeted tax incentives that would encourage job 
creation and job retraining.  

 
       20.What is your position with regards to the Maryland estate tax?  

What is your position on the proposal to increase the estate tax exemption for 
familyowned business property to $5 million+, and limit the estate tax rate imposed 
on family-owned business property above $5 million+ to no more than 5%?  
 
I do not support increasing the estate tax exemption or limiting the estate tax rate on 
family-owned businesses. These changes in the estate tax would only give money 
back to the people and businesses that have the most, while taking funds away from 
middle-class and low-income Marylanders.  

  
  

Housing  
21.Do you support legislation to stabilize rent increases at 5%/year and require 
landlords to provide just cause for refusing to renew a lease?  
Nearly one third of Maryland residents live in rental housing, and the number of 
Maryland  renters increases every year. Yet since 2000, the median rent for Maryland 
residents has increased approximately two-thirds, pricing many families out of their 
homes. In 2013, a bill was introduced in the House of Delegates to stabilize rent 
increases at 5% per year and require landlords to provide a just cause for refusing to 
renew a lease.   
What other actions would you take to promote affordable housing and expand renters' 
rights? In the 2013 Legislative Session, a bill (HOME Act) was introduced to end  
discrimination of apartment applicants because of their source of income.  Would you 
support this bill if elected? 
 
I would support the HOME Act. This bill would enable families receiving public-housing 
assistance through federal programs like Section 8 to have equal access to apartments.  
No one deserves to be denied access to a home because of where they work or where 
their funds come from. In addition, I fully support policies that stabilize rent as it is a key 
method for providing stabilization for families and for communities.  

  
  


