
Progressive Neighbors 
Questions for General Assembly Candidates 2014 

 

Better government 
1. What steps do you support for improving the democratic process in 

Annapolis?  Progress has been made in improving transparency in the General 

Assembly over the past four years, with greater access to online tools for the public, 
the posting online of committee votes, and increased audio and video coverage of 
legislative deliberations. Much still remains to be done, however, including posting of 
subcommittee votes, committee amendments and votes, and the institution of a system 
to allow constituents to sign up to testify online the day before a committee hearing so 
they don't have to spend all day in Annapolis waiting to testify. Do you support these 
improvements, and do you have others you’d like to offer?    Yes. 
 

Marylanders deserve a transparent, accountable and accessible government. Progress 
has been made in improving transparency in the General Assembly over the past four 
years, with greater access to online tools for the public, the online posting of committee 
votes, and increased audio and video coverage of legislative deliberations. The $800 fee 
to access real-time information about bill status was revoked, and the state Board of 
Public Works' meetings are webcast. A new Joint Committee on Transparency and Open 
Government, led by Senator Ferguson and Delegate Barve, was created in 2011, which 
institutionalizes the work of the state legislature to transform itself into a more open 
and transparent body through rules and bills. I’m very proud, as a leader with 
Progressive Neighbors and the Progressive Working Group, along with the House 
leadership of Delegate Mizeur, to have helped make those desperately needed changes 
a reality in 2010.  
Here’s how real accountability and transparency will eventually look: 

 All committee and subcommittee votes will be online, including those on 

amendments and the budget. 

 Hearings, including voting sessions with legislators identified when speaking, will 

be webcast.   

 Procedural rules in Annapolis will be reformed so that grassroots groups, as well 

as individual citizens, are on an equal footing with corporate lobbyists, who will 

be subject to stronger disclosure rules. 

 Public meetings and hearings will be scheduled to maximize citizen input, 

publicizing the schedules online, allowing online sign-up for testimony, and 



sticking to that schedule so people can get home to their families and 

accommodate their own personal needs, which may include medical care. 

 The Maryland Public Information Act and Open Meetings Act will be given teeth 

to penalize public bodies that violate the laws, and rules will be developed to 

ensure the public can easily access the information they desire. 

 A Public Accountability Inspector General will be appointed, to be charged with 

ensuring that the public has access to clear and understandable information 

collected from all agencies.  

 

Are you willing to support special elections to fill legislative 

vacancies? Do you support stripping the party central committees of the power of 

appointment, which ultimately lies with the Governor? Yes. These could be done in a 
cost-effective manner by mail. The anti-democratic nature of the Central 
Committee process should be replaced. 

 

2. Do you support combined reporting for corporations doing business in 

Maryland?  Do you support a luxury tax to increase revenue?  Maryland 

is one of the wealthiest states in the US. Unfortunately, some of our state’s wealthiest 
residents and most successful corporations avoid paying their fair share of taxes. 
Assessing luxury taxes and requiring that businesses file combined tax reports would 
generate revenues and help small and local businesses compete. Yes. 

 

Please explain briefly. We leave too much money on the table with our refusal to 
follow the actions of 23 other states. In addition, there is a basic issue of fairness 
involved, and our efforts should be to help small businesses, which bear a much 
heavier burden when large business can so easily benefit from this loophole. 
 

3. What measures will you propose to improve the criminal justice 

system?  The juvenile justice scandal in Baltimore raises immediate concerns, and 

Maryland’s prison population has nearly tripled to over 22,000 since 1980. People of 
color are disproportionately arrested, convicted, and incarcerated. This is a civil rights 
issue.  
Would you advocate for legislation and policies establishing creative approaches to 

crime and rehabilitation--alternatives to incarceration? Please explain briefly. Yes. My 
focus would be two-fold – ending the war on drugs and the terrible toll it takes 
on so many innocent persons, particularly those of color. And, secondly, we need 
to grapple with re-entry. Re-entry into society is a complex issue which needs 
attention from the top level in our government, with a Deputy Secretary 
responsible for re-entry programs. We cannot expect ex-offenders to reintegrate 
into society unless we allow them to redeem themselves, so efforts must be 



made to shield non-violent ex-offenders from intrusive background checks which 
perpetuate the stigma they already carry. 
 

4. Do you support expanding same day voter registration to Election 

Day?  In 2013, the General Assembly passed a law providing for same day voter 

registration, but only during the early voting period. The State Administrator of the 
Board of Elections objected to providing same day registration on Election Day itself, 
when the vast majority of votes are cast, claiming that it was not feasible. Do you 
support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day, and if so, what steps 

would you take to see it become law? Yes. I will work assiduously to promote this 
and the rest of Progressive Neighbors’ electoral law reform agenda, as well as 
reforming the referendum process to make referenda less common. 

 

5. Do you support enacting state campaign finance reforms?  Currently, 

there is too much corporate influence on elections.  Do you support voluntary public 
financing of campaigns for state office in a manner that would allow candidates to 

receive funding after demonstrating significant community support? Yes. I support 
Senator Raskin’s efforts to call for an Article V Constitutional Convention to 
repeal Citizens United, and I support Delegate Mizeur’s buy-in to public financing 
for her gubernatorial campaign. I have been a strong supporter of PN’s campaign 
finance agenda for years. 

 

Human Rights 
6. Do you support a comprehensive gender identity law for Maryland, 

including public accommodations protections?  The transgender 

community has been fighting to be included in statewide civil rights protections since 
2007. While there are ordinances in Montgomery, Howard and Baltimore counties, as 
well as Baltimore city, there is no statewide law (as there is in 17 states, DC and Puerto 
Rico) to go along with the sexual orientation anti-discrimination law passed here in 
2001. 
 Will you actively lobby the legislative leadership to make it happen? Yes .  
 

Having worked three county bills to passage, I am hopeful we can get the job 
done statewide this session. We need only one more vote to get the bill out of 
JPR on to the floor, where we have a comfortable majority for passage. Gender 
Rights Maryland, of which I am the Executive Director, will take the lead again 
this session. 
 

7. Would you support legislation and policies to begin a transition to a 

publicly-financed health care system for Maryland?   After the passage of 

federal legislation (ACA aka Obamacare), it falls to the Maryland State government to 
establish “exchanges” to provide healthcare to people in our state. 
 



Do you agree that Healthcare is a Human Right? Yes. How would you lead efforts to 

improve healthcare in Maryland?  Please explain briefly. I intend to work to make 
single-payer health care a reality in Maryland, and as a physician, surgeon and 
public health advocate, I have the skills to help make it happen. It won’t be easy, 
as Maryland is a rather unique state in terms of health care financing, but the 
ACA has provisions that allow states to tinker with their own provision of health 
care. Maryland has long had a unique Medicare waiver, allowing us to become 
the nation’s only all-payer hospital rate regulation system. Now, under the 
Affordable Care Act’s Innovation Center, we are leading the nation in payment 
reform by paying for hospital care on a per capita, rather than a fee-for-service, 
basis. Vermont is a good model, and very supportive of exporting its knowledge 
to other states. Covering everyone, and providing quality and lower cost medical 
care, plus a broad range of preventive services, is within the means of Maryland 
and the United States, as we are one of the few nations that does not provide 
such coverage. I am proud to be a sustaining member of the Health Care is 
Human Right! campaign in Maryland. 

 

8. Will you support the decriminalization of possession of small amounts 

of marijuana?  In 2013, a bill to decriminalize the possession of small amounts of 

marijuana passed the State Senate with 30 votes. The chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee did not allow the bill to be voted on either in committee or on the floor of the 
House of Delegates. Will you support decriminalization, and, if so, what specific actions 

will you take to ensure the bill’s passage in the General Assembly? Yes. I will publicly 
support decriminalization, and message all the ancillary problems caused by the 
war on drugs. I also support legalization, as well as Delegate Mizeur’s plan to use 
the $150M in tax receipts to fund universal pre-K. 

 

9. Do you support an increase in the minimum wage, and if so, what is 

the hourly wage that you would recommend that the General 

Assembly adopt? Maryland’s minimum wage, currently tied to the federal minimum 

wage, is $7.25/hour. Economic analysts across the political spectrum agree that, it is 
extremely difficult for a family to survive on this level of income. In 2013, a bill to raise 
the minimum wage failed to pass a House committee vote.  Additionally, will you 
support indexing that wage level to obviate the need to keep returning to this fight in 

the future? Yes and yes. Indexing is critical, and I’m willing to support a statewide 
$10.10 minimum as long as it’s indexed. 

 

10.  Will you support legislation to require employers to provide at least 

seven days of sick leave per year.  A bill requiring employers to provide at least 

seven days of sick leave per year received an unfavorable report in the House 

Economic Matters Committee in 2013. Do you support this bill? Yes. As a physician I 



find it outrageous that we allow employers to force their workforce to work while 
ill, which many do so as to not lose income. 

 

11. Will you support legislation to extend employees’ rights to unpaid 

leave to all Maryland workers? Federal law currently requires that employees 

be given as much as 13 weeks of unpaid leave in case of illness or other conditions of 
the employee or a close family member. Federal law, however, only applies to 
employers with more than 50 employees. Half of Maryland businesses meet this 
requirement, so the other half of Maryland workers get no family leave protection at all. 
In 2013, a bill to provide six weeks of unpaid family leave to employees of Maryland 
businesses with at least 15 employees did not pass. Do you support this legislation? 

Yes. I support Delegate Kelly’s passionate efforts to make Maryland a more just 
state and one that is more responsive to working parents. 

 
The Environment and Transportation 

12. Do you believe we should prioritize fracking or spend our resources on 

developing green energy sources?   There is a nationwide boom in hydraulic 

fracking in America today, giving us a greater degree of energy independence than 
we’ve seen in years. However, there are serious environmental consequences to such 
drilling, and there has been a moratorium on fracking in Maryland to give the 
government time to study the current state of the art. 

 
What are your thoughts about fracking in Maryland, in anticipation of the government 
study?  How serious must the environmental degradation be for you to ban fracking? 
Are you concerned about the future of western Maryland’s tourist and farming 
industries if fracking is permitted? 
 

On issues related to the environment, I subscribe to the precautionary principle. 
As a scientist, I want to see solid scientific proof that the technology used to 
extract gas will not pollute our aquifers. Industry is being sloppy in a rush to 
profits, and the moratorium in Maryland, led by Delegate Mizeur and supported 
by the Chesapeake Climate Action Network and the Sierra Club, to name just 
two, allows the industry time to work out safe technology. If they’re not willing 
to make the investment, they should not be allowed to degrade our 
environment. And that applies as well to shipping gas through the state to the 
planned Cove Point export facility. 
 
Keep in mind that while not as large as the Marcellus field, Montgomery County 
sits on gas, as does Annapolis. This can get very personal very quickly. 
 

13. What is your vision for an efficient, environmentally friendly, regional 

transportation plan for the 21st century?  A recent editorial in The New York 

Times related to their mayoral campaign, and focused on public transportation, said, 



“Few things more directly affect the quality of a day, the stability and prosperity of a life, 
than the ability to get to work. And few are more vital to the larger economy — of the 
city and region — than the transportation system that makes it possible. Veins and 
arteries: everybody needs them.” 

 
Clearly this statement applies to Maryland as well, primarily to both Baltimore and the 
DC suburbs. What are your plans, now that the gas tax has been raised, to prioritize 
public transportation projects such as the Purple Line, CCT and Baltimore Red Line? 
Do you support plans to extend Metro to BWI as it is being extended to Dulles? Do you 
have any thoughts on the institution of high-speed or next-generation maglev rail in the 
northeast corridor?  
 

We need to dream and plan with boldness for the next generation. America is 
falling very far behind the rest of the world in public transit and high-speed rail. 
While I believe our roads need to be maintained, the maintenance cannot be at 
the cost of depriving the funds for maintaining the public system. In addition, no 
new road projects should be approved without an associated mass transit plan. 
The ICC, the road from nowhere to nowhere, should be a cautionary tale. 
 
I support Councilmember Elrich’s bold BRT plan, and I would like to see the Red 
Line expanded to Science City (and eventually Frederick) and the Green Line to 
BWI. 
 
High-speed rail is a necessity, and the Hyperloop is a viable, much cheaper 
alternative to maglev. 
 

14. Will you be supportive of legislation requiring labeling all genetically 

modified products (GMO’s) so that consumers know what they are 

eating?  Several states are considering passage of a GMO labeling bill which would 

mandate the labeling of products containing genetically modified ingredients.  
 

Yes. I’m one of the original members of the Legislative Committee working on 
this year’s GMO Labeling bill. 

  

15. Will you actively support legislation to save the Chesapeake Bay?  

Recently, after a series of public hearings, Takoma Park, MD's City Council (as well as 
the Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park) passed regulations prohibiting 
cosmetic use of pesticides on lawns and landscapes.  Since the use of pesticides is 
directly linked to several forms of cancer, as well as endocrine disruption, and is 
detrimental to the fish and wildlife in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, will you support 
and advocate for:  
a. the elimination of cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, schools, highways, 
parks and other government facilities? Yes. 
b. Encourage Maryland county and municipal governments to follow the example of 



Takoma Park and ban its use? Yes. 
c. Begin a public education campaign to discourage the routine cosmetic use of 
pesticides around homes and gardens.Yes. 
 

Endocrine disruptors are a particular research interest of mine, about which I am 
very passionate. 
 

16. Do you favor extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” statewide 

and implementing a 5 cent deposit on bottles?  Montgomery County 

enacted legislation in 2011 that placed a five-cent charge on each paper or plastic 
carryout bag provided by retail establishments to customers at the point of sale, pickup 
or delivery. Retailers retain 1 cent of each five-cent for the bags they sell. The 
revenues from this charge are deposited into the County’s Water Quality Protection 
Charge fund. This effectively shifts the burden of litter clean up costs from taxpayers to 
consumers, who have a choice to avoid the 5-cent charge by bringing reusable bags. 

 
Yes.  
 
An industry consortium led by Owens-Illinois (glass) and Alcoa (aluminum) and major 
state environmental organizations e.g. the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Maryland 
League of Conservation Voters, strongly favors a Maryland “bottle bill,” legislation 
which generally requires a 5 cent deposit on sealed metal, glass or plastic containers. 
Enactment of this legislation would reduce litter, create recycling jobs and supplement 
ongoing recycling programs. 
 
Do you favor enactment of a 5 cent per container “bottle bill” in Maryland? Yes. 

 

Education and the Economy 
17. What approaches would you support to maintain education excellence 

in Maryland and address the education achievement gap?   To address 

crushing higher education costs for students, the Oregon legislature recently 
unanimously enacted “Pay it Forward, Pay it Back” higher education funding 
legislation.  The Oregon legislation directs the state’s education commission to develop 
a plan for consideration by the legislature in 2015 under which students would pay 
nothing for tuition while attending college, paying instead 3% of their income each year 
for the next two decades or so to cover the costs of future students. Education loans 
from big banks would no longer be necessary.                                                                                                 

Do you favor similar legislation Maryland?  Yes. This kind of innovative thinking, 
rather than just maintaining the status quo of ever increasing student loans, is an 
attractive alternative. If not, what other approaches to reducing higher education 

costs for Maryland students do you favor?   
 

Despite an award-winning public education system, Maryland faces an achievement 
gap.  Please explain your ideas to overcome this problem.   
 

My primary focus will be on universal pre-K, as well as support all the way down 



to Year 1. We know from the cognitive science revolution of the past 25 years 
that those years, before kindergarten kicks in, are the most critical in the 
development of learning skills. In order for all families, regardless of ethnicity or 
race, to best educate their children, they need the economic resources to be able 
to even consider providing such enrichment to their children. That’s why I 
support this year’s economic justice agenda. People need hope, but they also 
need resources. 
 

18. Do you support the concept of a state bank in Maryland?  Inspired by the 

Bank of North Dakota, legislators in several states, including Maryland, have proposed 
the creation of a state bank. In North Dakota, the nine-decade old bank serves as a 
depository for all state tax collection and fees, and deposits are reinvested in North 
Dakota in the form of loans, thereby enhancing the availability of credit in the state.    

 

Yes. Definitely worth researching. 
 

19. Will you support converting defense-related industries in Maryland 

into non-military institutions?  The State of Connecticut recently enacted 

policies aimed at “diversifying or converting defense-related industries to other 
nonmilitary products, emphasizing environmentally sustainable and civilian product 
manufacturing.” Would you advocate for similar legislation and policies? Please explain 
briefly. 

 

We have the opportunity to set an example here in the state, given how many 
defense contractors make their homes here. This is obviously an issue which will 
take form on the federal level, but we can start by no longer bending over 
backwards to support our largest corporations, particularly those like Lockheed 
Martin, which have played us by threatening to leave. We should not be willing to 
use the state to overrule county home rule, creating deep, emotional divisions 
within the county delegation. 
 
I support Jean Athey (Fund Our Communities) suggestion for a Commission on 
Maryland’s Future, which should take advantage of Defense Department 
resources to help in the transition. 

 

20. How will you promote job creation? Please provide specifics on how you 

would promote job creation and job retraining in Maryland. Are there changes in the 
Maryland tax system which may be appropriate to encourage job creation and job 
retraining? 

 

Maryland’s tax system should be made even more progressive, with a millionaire 
bracket being reintroduced. Combined reporting needs to be resolved and the 
loopholes closed, as it tilts the system away from our home-based businesses and 



deprives us of nearly $200M in revenue per year. And we can always improve the 
regulatory climate, and should institute a regular review of regulations which 
often become outmoded and outdated. I work with start-up companies, seeding 
their early growth, and would help in attracting entrepreneurs and capital to the 
region. We have the academic and research base to compete with Silicon Valley 
and Rte. 128, and we should leverage it now. 
 
Do you support the right of Maryland’s private and public sector workers to have 

collective bargaining rights and union representation? Yes. That should not be 
violated. 
 

       20.What is your position with regards to the Maryland estate tax?  

What is your position on the proposal to increase the estate tax exemption for family-
owned business property to $5 million+, and limit the estate tax rate imposed on 
family-owned business property above $5 million+ to no more than 5%? Oppose. I 
support Henry Nash’s cogent testimony on the issue. 

 

 

Housing 
21.Do you support legislation to stabilize rent increases at 5%/year and 

require landlords to provide just cause for refusing to renew a lease? 

Nearly one third of Maryland residents live in rental housing, and the number of Maryland  
renters increases every year. Yet since 2000, the median rent for Maryland residents has 
increased approximately two-thirds, pricing many families out of their homes. In 2013, a 
bill was introduced in the House of Delegates to stabilize rent increases at 5% per year 
and require landlords to provide a just cause for refusing to renew a lease. Support. 
 
What other actions would you take to promote affordable housing and expand renters' 
rights? In the 2013 Legislative Session, a bill (HOME Act) was introduced to end  
discrimination of apartment applicants because of their source of income.  Would you 

support this bill if elected? Yes. Just cause eviction laws should be a state priority, 
and we need to help the citizen’s groups, such as Matt Losak’s Montgomery 
County Renters’ Alliance, lobbying for rent stabilization both on the county and 
state levels. With more and more people renting, particularly in Montgomery 
County, this is a critical necessity. 

 
 


