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1A)  I would wholeheartedly support these improvements to make our government more transparent 
and accountable, and would suggest others as well:  e.g., opening up all subcommittee meetings to the 
public, online and/or televised broadcasting of all committee and subcommittee meetings, and more 
advanced notice to the public of subcommittee meetings.  Further, I would be supportive of weekend 
voting, to increase voter turnout.  As one who makes his livelihood in the online education field, I know 
that these improvements are readily doable technologically; the fight ahead is really about an Annapolis 
political culture which doesn’t always support full transparency. 
 
1B)  I support special elections to fill legislative vacancies, thus stripping the party central committees of 
the power of appointment.  Elective office should come from the people, and not from small political 
groups often comprise of members with their own personal political agendas. 
 
2)  I support combined reporting for corporations doing business in Maryland.  I support a luxury tax, but 
only if narrowly crafted to exempt purchases which if taxed would hurt our state’s maritime and 
automotive industries.  I believe in more progressive income and estate taxation of those who can 
afford to pay such taxes; but as a fiscally sensitive progressive I cannot support taxes whose ultimate 
effect might be to hurt workers and businesses in industries important to our economy. 
 
3)  As an attorney and citizen activist in Montgomery County for three decades, I’ve seen firsthand the 
moral wrong that often passes for our judicial system, one that ruins lives disproportionately within 
communities of color.  I would therefore advocate for legislation and policies establishing creative 
approaches to crime and rehabilitation other than incarceration, among them:  pre-trial diversion of 
defendants from the courts to non-judicial programs that address the causes of criminal behavior; 
smarter probation programming (e.g., sobriety education for those convicted of DUI); diversion of 
certain categories of offenders (e.g., drug, mental health) to courts specialized in dealing with the 
unique class of problems typical among those defendants coming before them; expansion of non-prison 
halfway house and other community-based sanctions which could provide individualized attention to 
those convicted in judicial or extra-judicial systems; and combining all the above, as appropriate, with 
online and/or traditional education or job training.  
 
4)  I support same day registration.  According to a study done by George Mason University (whose 
Center for Online Workforce Development I founded and directed), the top six turnout states in the 
2008 election were Minnesota, Wisconsin, New Hampshire, Maine, Colorado, and Iowa.  All but 
Colorado had election day registration on the books.  Students, people of color, and the poor are most 
likely to register on election day, largely because they are more likely to have moved since the last time 
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they voted.  I would therefore sponsor or co-sponsor a bill to add Maryland to the roster of states 
offering same day registration. 
 
5)  Now that I am a candidate, and see the day-to-day realities of running for office, I am more strongly 
of the belief than ever that state campaign finance reforms are needed.  And it’s not just corporations 
that have too much influence:  it’s the unions, wealthy individuals, trade association PACs, and others 
having access to big money --- whether or not I agree with some, most, all, or virtually none of their 
legislative priorities.  We have a bifurcated system which de facto encourages the candidacies of people 
who are wealthy and/or have ready access to wealth (all the more in a truncated primary season, when 
one has even less time to raise needed funds) and which de facto discourages those who need to work 
to pay the bills --- and thus can’t campaign or fund raise much of the week, or who are “unlucky” 
enough not to have numerous rich friends and family members who are only a phone call away from 
contributing large amounts of campaign funds.  This is a moral abomination, and perhaps the single 
biggest reason why so many good people stay away from politics.  We candidates should be judged on 
our abilities to elicit support from the electorate; that judgment should not require meeting some prior, 
and often outrageously large, financial threshold. 
 
6)  I very, very proudly supported former Montgomery County Councilmember Duchy Trachtenberg as 
an aide in her ultimately successful effort to create county-wide gender-based protections (working with 
Dana Beyer of PN’s leadership team in the process, and learning more about politics from her than I ever 
even knew there was to learn!); and a key plank of mine (see www.paulbardack.org ) is to extend 
gender-based protections statewide.  I have worked with Equality Maryland and others for marriage 
equality in the past; I fully intent to continue LGBT related human rights work in the future, whether or 
not I’m elected to office. 
 
7)  As one who, unfortunately, has had to deal with the human and financial heartache accompanying 
taking care of a family member with a long-term illness, I absolutely believe health care is a right.  I 
support the Maryland exchange; and I will work hard as a Delegate to improve it.   
 
8)  I support efforts to decriminalize possession of small amounts of marijuana.  I would sponsor / 
cosponsor such legislation as a Delegate. 
 
9)  As noted in my website, I believe that the state should raise the minimum wage to the $11.50 figure 
enacted in Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties.  But if we don’t do a better job of crafting 
statewide programs to create many more jobs, then any minimum wage increase rings hollow --- for 
there may not be enough jobs to which the newly raised minimum wage can apply.  So as a fiscally 
sensitive progressive, I would ease the added wage burden on payroll-heavy businesses trying to make it 
out of a recession, which arise from a higher minimum wage, by cutting the statewide corporate tax 
commensurately to achieve a revenue neutral outcome for businesses, one that (a) will not penalize 
their ability to grow, create and retain jobs, and remain competitive within our state and (b) be paid for 
by more progressive income and estate taxation of those who can well afford to pay the additional 
taxes.  Additionally, as noted earlier, I would be supportive of a carefully crafted leisure tax.  Further, I 
would support indexing the increased minimum wage, whatever the ultimate level enacted in Annapolis. 
 
10A)  I support legislation to require employers to provide at least seven days of sick leave per year. 
 
10B)  I would support legislation to assure six weeks of unpaid family leave to employees of Maryland 
businesses with at least 15 employees. 
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11)  Fracking is bad for our water supply, bad for our air, bad for our communities.  It will hurt the 
people of western Maryland most immediately, and --- I predict --- if economically successful there for 
energy companies, over time it will hurt the people of other regions throughout the state where fracking 
is geologically feasible.  It will hurt our tourism and agricultural industries.  It will degrade our 
environment; it will not create significant numbers of jobs for Marylanders.  I oppose it. 
 
12)  I opposed the Inter County Connector, because I felt it would be underused, highly expensive, 
damaging to the environment, and a catalyst for less --- rather than more --- smart growth in our region.  
But we’re now stuck with it, and because of its expense future transit improvement options and 
opportunities are significantly curtailed for many years.   
 
Yes, I’m strongly in favor of smart growth --- indeed, it’s one of the core issues upon which my campaign 
is based; and I have long supported such projects as the Purple Line and CCT.  But extending Metro to 
BWI?  Northeast Corridor MagLev rail?  The sad reality is that these worthy goals are pipe dreams at the 
moment; even with passage of the 2013 Transportation Infrastructure Investment Act (Gas Tax), there is 
insufficient state / federal funding available to pay for them in the near term. 
 
I’m a strong supporter of the Purple Line and CCT, for a host of environmental and economic 
development reasons, and I will fight long-term to garner the funds to make those much needed 
projects happen. 
 
But in the meantime, since too many low income college kids in Wheaton are already taking two or 
more hours each way to go by bus to the Rockville campus of Montgomery College, and too many 
mobility-impaired elderly are waiting too long for Metro Access vans to take them shopping or to 
medical appointments, I would most immediately work to fund more buses to take greater numbers of 
Montgomery County residents more quickly to and from such common destinations as Montgomery 
College’s campuses, nearby Metro stations, and mid- and large-scale shopping and medical centers.   
 
Moreover, I would support legislation designed to create dedicated bus and multi-passenger vehicle 
lanes on portions of such roads as 355, 185, and 97. 
 
13)  I would support legislation requiring labeling of genetically modified products.  Consumers should 
always have the right to know what they are really purchasing. 
 
14)  I would support and be an advocate for eliminating cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, 
schools, highways, parks, and other government facilities; encouraging county and municipal 
governments to ban cosmetic use of pesticides; and strengthening public education campaigns to 
discourage the use of such pesticides around homes and gardens.  (And, on a personal note, it has been 
decades since my wife and I used such pesticides around our own homes and gardens, because of our 
personal environmental commitments.) 
 
15)  I favor enactment of a 5 cent per container bottle bill. 
 
16)  Adoption of the Oregon plan (or something closely akin to it) intrigues me a lot, and here’s why. 
 
The middle class, and those who aspire to become middle class, are under economic assault.  Job loss is 
rampant, taking two or more jobs at a time to survive is commonplace, housing has become virtually 



unaffordable, and student debt is overwhelming.  So the beauty of an Oregon (like) plan is that it 
essentially converts the economically difficult “my education’s future benefits to me vs my current costs 
of education” calculation into a “my future contribution to my generation’s current education” social 
insurance program, one that allows today’s higher earners to subsidize the education of tomorrow’s low 
and moderate income students.  This makes economic sense, this would permit more low and moderate 
income people realistically to consider higher education, and it is morally right. 
 
To be sure, I would first want to study the financial feasibility of applying an Oregon-like plan to 
Maryland before committing my support for it.  Our higher education system is far more extensive and 
costly than is Oregon’s; our two states’ economies are radically different; we serve far more higher 
education students than does Oregon; and so on.  But I am absolutely intrigued by the plan, and if it 
could be made financially to work in Maryland (once again, I am a fiscally sensitive progressive), which I 
am confident it could be, I would welcome the opportunity to support such a program to make college 
more affordable for more of our state’s potential students. 
 
As for reducing the achievement gap, I would create universal pre-kindergarten; work to reduce public 
classroom size; promote greater use of cost-effective digital learning in our classrooms (which is what I 
do for a living); strengthen our public charter schools; increase special education funding; increase 
funding for English as a second language programs; and increase the budget devoted to school 
construction and renovation.  And I would pay for the resulting greater state education costs by raising 
income and estate taxes on those who can afford them, as well as pushing for enactment of a limited 
luxury tax (per answer #2). 
 
17)  As one who has worked extensively throughout my life within the economic development field, I 
would pledge to be a leader in the fight to create a Maryland State Bank designed to reinvest state tax 
collections and fees within the state in the form of loans, thereby enhancing credit availability. 
 
18)  As military spending is reduced, it is altogether appropriate for the state to examine how best to 
convert former defense-related jobs and industries to non-defense purposes.  We’ve done this 
previously with BRAC related issues, for example.  So I would support creation of a statewide effort, as 
has already been proposed by several local state legislators, to plan for this conversion. 
 
19)  As one who holds progressive values, has built and run successful organizations, and has created 
jobs, my campaign is focused principally on promoting job creation in sustainable ways.  I would cut 
corporate taxes by an amount equal to the increased cost to business of a raised minimum wage, so that 
there is a revenue neutral impact upon a business community already struggling to climb out of a 
recession.  I would expand designation and use of enterprise zones --- a program I played a major role in 
creating nationally some thirty-five years ago.  I would revamp Maryland’s economic development 
programming so that it focuses more on creating and retaining long-term, quality jobs for Marylanders.  
I would build upon my current professional work to provide more online skills training both for small 
business owners and managers, and for current and prospective workers.  I would develop legislation to 
nurture employee owned companies and provide funds for training the workers to become company 
owners and managers.  And I would create new financial incentives to reduce the growing blight of 
vacant commercial rental space in our neighborhoods. 
 
I have always supported private and public sector collective bargaining rights and union representation. 
 



20)  I would support a limited increase in the estate tax exemption, but only for family-owned business 
property, and a related limitation on the estate tax rate imposed on family owned business property, in 
order to support Maryland businesses still struggling to move beyond recession … but only if linked to 
corresponding increases in the personal basis for determining one’s estate tax base, such that the net 
financial impact is to keep the same amount of estate taxes coming to the state’s coffers. 
 
21)  Some 34% of Montgomery County residents, and some 57% of Silver Spring residents, are renters 
(US Census Bureau, 2010) who increasingly find the rents charged in our community to be unaffordable.  
Therefore, I would significantly expand Maryland’s existing Rental Assistance Program, which provides 
funds to local governments to cover emergency and homeless local rental housing needs, to cover the 
longer term ongoing rent subsidization needs of low and moderate income Marylanders.  As a former 
Deputy HUD Assistant Secretary I worked with renters, local officials, developers, housing advocates, 
and others to create the federal HOPE and HOME housing programs which already have benefited 
thousands of low and moderate income Marylanders for decades.  I believe, therefore, that I could be a 
leader in Annapolis of legislative efforts to devise new approaches to allowing our community to remain 
affordable to renters. 
 
Further, I would be receptive to a targeted rent stabilization program that would assure that our most 
economically and physically vulnerable neighbors, and our seniors, are not forced due to rent increases 
to leave their apartments, and to protect them against unjust evictions.  Indeed, my proposal to create a 
statewide subsidy program would work well with such a targeted stabilization program. 
 
And I would support creation of a statewide renters’ ombudsman as has been proposed locally within 
the Montgomery County Council; and I would support the proposed Housing Opportunities Made Equal 
Act and other counterpart efforts to end discrimination against prospective renters. 


