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Better government 
1.  What steps do you support for improving the democratic process in 

Annapolis? Progress has been made in improving transparency in the General 

Assembly over the past four years, with greater access to online tools for the public, 
the posting online of committee votes, and increased audio and video coverage of 
legislative deliberations. Much still remains to be done, however, including posting of 
subcommittee votes, committee amendments and votes, and the institution of a system 
to allow constituents to sign up to testify online the day before a committee hearing so 
they don't have to spend all day in Annapolis waiting to testify. Do you support these 
improvements, and do you have others you’d like to offer? 
 
The democratic process would be improved with campaign finance reform. 
Campaign finance reform would allow a person to run for an office of his or her 
choosing and to win or lose on his or her own merit. Too often right now the first 
thing a candidate is asked is how much money they have, “cash on hand”.  If the 
“cash on hand” is not high enough then the candidate is not considered viable. 
This should not be the case.  Many qualified candidates never get far in the 
process because they lack funding.  Voters care about issues.  A race should be 
won or lost only on the issues.   
 
I agree that transparency in the voting process is imperative. If you vote then you 
should own your vote. Secrecy, even if not overt, has no place in the legislative 
process. 
 
I would also support an on line process or program that would make it easier for 
citizens to testify on legislative issues, citizens should not have to wait around 
needlessly to testify on issues. Therefore, I would be interested in exploring ways 
for citizens to testify in a more reasonable manner.   
 
 

Are you willing to support special elections to fill legislative 

vacancies? Do you support stripping the party central committees of the power of 

appointment, which ultimately lies with the Governor? 
 
I would not support special elections to fill legislative vacancies. This is both 
a costly and unnecessary process. As an elected member of the Montgomery 
County Democratic Central Committee (“MCDCC”) filling legislative vacancies 
is one of the many important functions of the party central committees.  The 
party central committees are uniquely qualified to do so because as “head” of 
the local Democratic Party, the committees are representative of a broad and 
diverse group of individuals that is not bound to special interest groups.   

 
2.  Do you support combined reporting for corporations doing business in 

Maryland? Do you support a luxury tax to increase revenue?  Maryland 



is one of the wealthiest states in the US. Unfortunately, some of our state’s wealthiest 
residents and most successful corporations avoid paying their fair share of taxes. 
Assessing luxury taxes and requiring that businesses file combined tax reports would 
generate revenues and help small and local businesses compete. 

     Please explain briefly. 
 

Revenue is important.  It is important to maintain streams of revenue and seek out 
other avenues of potential revenue if done in a fair and reasonable manner.   
 
I support a reasonable graduated combined reporting for corporations doing 
business in Maryland. I emphasis reasonable because if taxes are raised to high 
then these same corporations will take their business to other jurisdictions.  
 
I do support a luxury tax to increase revenue.  Baltimore Sun columnist, Dan 
Rodricks, wrote an interesting article in early February 2014 that makes the point 
that law makers are pushing to give tax cuts to the wealthy as they struggle over 
whether to raise the minimum wage.  This makes no sense.  

 
3.  What measures will you propose to improve the criminal justice 

system? The juvenile justice scandal in Baltimore raises immediate concerns, and 

Maryland’s prison population has nearly tripled to over 22,000 since 1980. People of 
color are disproportionately arrested, convicted, and incarcerated. This is a civil rights 
issue. 
Would you advocate for legislation and policies establishing creative approaches to 
crime and rehabilitation--alternatives to incarceration? Please explain briefly. 
 
The criminal justice system is focused on punishment and not prevention. 
Jails and prisons house individuals who serve their time, get out and often 
commit additional crimes.  
 
The solution? Attack the problem before it begins. Prevention is the cure. We 
must give young people viable alternatives to committing crimes. 
 
Universal Pre-K, adequate child care, programs and community centers, 
decriminalizing small amounts of marijuana, job training programs, and 
school modernization all are ways to lead young people to a path that will not 
include jail. 
 
Right now so many people are happy with the present system to house an 
entire generation of people, usually people of color and to keep them in and 
out of the penal system.  This is unacceptable.  For example, instead of 
juvenile detention centers I would favor community based treatment centers. 
 

 
4.  Do you support expanding same day voter registration to Election 

Day? In 2013, the General Assembly passed a law providing for same day voter 

registration, but only during the early voting period. The State Administrator of the 
Board of Elections objected to providing same day registration on Election Day itself, 
when the vast majority of votes are cast, claiming that it was not feasible. Do you 
support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day, and if so, what steps 
would you take to see it become law? 



 
 I support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day, however 

because I am a member of the Montgomery County Democratic Central 
Committee I have witnessed the voting process “first hand” at the polling 
places and I can report that this currently would not be feasible. Often times 
the polling places are understaffed and the election judges and other staff are 
not always skilled or knowledgeable in handling the election process. The 
technology is burdensome and simply does not work at times. 

 
 Therefore, in order to truly make this a process that would work smoothly, the 
State would need to provide the resources for training and a dedicated team to 
be available for processing same day voter registration. We simply are not 
ready for that yet in Maryland.   

 
 
 
5.  Do you support enacting state campaign finance reforms? Currently, there is 
too much corporate influence on elections.  Do you support voluntary public 
financing of campaigns for state office in a manner that would allow 
candidates to receive funding after demonstrating significant community 
support? 

 
 Yes, as I stated in answer number 1.  All special interest groups are not bad.  
However, I agree that, at times, too much influence can be exercised by special 
interest groups and a potential candidate lacking support from a special 
interest group should not be at a financial and competitive disadvantage.  

 
 

Human Rights 
6.  Do you support a comprehensive gender identity law for Maryland, 

including public accommodations protections? The transgender 

community has been fighting to be included in statewide civil rights protections since 
2007. While there are ordinances in Montgomery, Howard and Baltimore counties, as 
well as Baltimore city, there is no statewide law (as there is in 17 states, DC and Puerto 
Rico) to go along with the sexual orientation anti-discrimination law passed here in 
2001. 
Will you actively lobby the legislative leadership to make it happen? 
 
Yes, I believe that all discrimination in any form is unwarranted and should be 
eliminated. Therefore, I would actively lobby for a comprehensive gender identity 
law. In fact, on March 4, 2014, Maryland became one step closer to passing the 
“Fairness for All Marylanders Act of 2014”, when it passed the Maryland Senate 
(Senate Bill 212). Great news!  

 



7.  Would you support legislation and policies to begin a transition to a 

publicly-financed health care system for Maryland? After the passage of 

federal legislation (ACA aka Obamacare), it falls to the Maryland State government to 
establish “exchanges” to provide healthcare to people in our state. 
Do you agree that Healthcare is a Human Right? How would you lead efforts to 
improve healthcare in Maryland?  Please explain briefly. 

 
I agree that every person should be covered by healthcare.  I believe that ACA is 
designed to be a wonderful benefit to all Marylanders. However, in order for it to 
be totally utilized and benefit all Marylanders, Marylanders must be educated 
about healthcare options under ACA. Further, our focus right now should be to 
make the health care exchanges functional.  I would lead efforts to improve the 
current legislation to ensure that Marylanders receive knowledge about the 
benefits of the ACA.  

 

8.  Will you support the decriminalization of possession of small amounts 

of marijuana? In 2013, a bill to decriminalize the possession of small amounts of 

marijuana passed the State Senate with 30 votes. The chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee did not allow the bill to be voted on either in committee or on the floor of the 
House of Delegates. Will you support decriminalization, and, if so, what specific actions 
will you take to ensure the bill’s passage in the General Assembly?  

 
     I would support the decriminalization of possession of small amounts of 

marijuana.  To gain support for such legislation I would cite to my colleagues the 
experiences of other jurisdictions which have passed such laws with no adverse 
consequences. Further, I would discuss the possible revenue stream that could 
be used to fund other programs such as school construction.  Also, I would 
discuss the cost savings to the criminal justice system. 

 
9.  Do you support an increase in the minimum wage, and if so, what is 

the hourly wage that you would recommend that the General 

Assembly adopt? Maryland’s minimum wage, currently tied to the federal minimum 

wage, is $7.25/hour. Economic analysts across the political spectrum agree that, it is 
extremely difficult for a family to survive on this level of income. In 2013, a bill to raise 
the minimum wage failed to pass a House committee vote. Additionally, will you 
support indexing that wage level to obviate the need to keep returning to this fight in 
the future? 

 
 I would support an increase in the minimum wage and indexing the wage level.  I 

think the proposed wage of $10.10 is a good start, however, I would like to see a 
two steps increase as a means to reach the goal of $10.10 instead of the 
proposed three step prong. I think working families are in dire need of the 
change and we need to enact legislation that will reach these families sooner 
rather than later. This will give families additional spending power which will 
stimulate the economy. Further, I believe that the minimum wage should be tied 
to the cost of living index. Therefore, as the economy and living standards 
change the minimum wage will be adjusted accordingly. 

 
 
 



10. Will you support legislation to require employers to provide at least 

seven days of sick leave per year?  A bill requiring employers to provide at least 

seven days of sick leave per year received an unfavorable report in the House 
Economic Matters Committee in 2013. Do you support this bill?  

 
Will you support legislation to extend employees’ rights to unpaid 

leave to all Maryland workers? 

Federal law currently requires that employees be given as much as 12 weeks of unpaid 

leave in case of illness or other conditions of the employee or a close family member. 

Federal law, however, only applies to employers with more than 50 employees. Half of 

Maryland businesses meet this requirement, so the other half of Maryland workers get 

no family leave protection at all. In 2013, a bill to provide six weeks of unpaid family 

leave to employees of Maryland businesses with at least 15 employees did not pass. 

Do you support this legislation? 

 

Yes, I support the “Paid Sick Leave Act”, it is an important benefit that all 

Marylanders should have. As a single working parent it is important to know that 

your family will not suffer an economic hardship because you are forced to stay 

home to care for a sick child, spouse or loved one.  

 

Further, I would support a bill to provide unpaid family leave to employees of 

Maryland businesses with a least 15 employees. I believe that all employees 

should have a benefit that will allow them the opportunity to take leave for their 

own illness or that of a spouse, child, sibling or other family member. It is critical 

that we give employees rights that will enable them to continue to support their 

families which ultimately stimulates the economy.  

 

 The Environment and Transportation 
11. Do you believe we should prioritize fracking or spend our resources on 

developing green energy sources? There is a nationwide boom in hydraulic 

fracking in America today, giving us a greater degree of energy independence than 
we’ve seen in years. However, there are serious environmental consequences to such 
drilling, and there has been a moratorium on fracking in Maryland to give the 
government time to study the current state of the art. 

 
What are your thoughts about fracking in Maryland, in anticipation of the government 
study?  How serious must the environmental degradation be for you to ban fracking? 
Are you concerned about the future of western Maryland’s tourist and farming 
industries if fracking is permitted? 

 
 

Fracking has proven to be an environmental nightmare.  Based on all of the 
information that is available it is clear that any degree of fracking will create 
environmental degradation. Therefore, I believe that it should be banned.  

 



I am very concerned that western Maryland’s tourism and farming could be 
jeopardized if fracking is permitted.  We have learned from some of our 
neighboring states that fracking creates pollutants and other residue which can 
contaminate water and endanger the green spaces which are required for farming 
and used for recreational enjoyment.  

 
We should spend our resources on developing green energy resources.   

 

 12. What is your vision for an efficient, environmentally friendly, 

regional transportation plan for the 21st century? A recent editorial in The 

New York Times related to their mayoral campaign, and focused on public 
transportation, said, “Few things more directly affect the quality of a day, the stability 
and prosperity of a life, than the ability to get to work. And few are more vital to the 
larger economy — of the city and region — than the transportation system that makes 
it possible. Veins and arteries: everybody needs them.” 

 
Clearly this statement applies to Maryland as well, primarily to both Baltimore and the 
DC suburbs. What are your plans, now that the gas tax has been raised, to prioritize 
public transportation projects such as the Purple Line, CCT and Baltimore Red Line? 
Do you support plans to extend Metro to BWI as it is being extended to Dulles? Do you 
have any thoughts on the institution of high-speed or next-generation maglev rail in the 
northeast corridor? 

 
 

I would support efforts to provide resources and incentives to local municipalities 

to create and promote transit-oriented development. For example, I support the 

BRT (Bus Rapid Transit) which will reduce the number of vehicles on the 

roadways and at the same time create an effective and efficient mode of 

transportation. Additionally, I would support further funding to create pathways 

and other bike routes in densely populated areas to encourage other modes of 

travel to the rapid transit stations (metro). Additionally I support the “Purple Line”, 

it will provide transportation that will promote growth in the economy by providing 

more transportation alternatives for Marylanders to shop and work in other 

communities.  Also, it will contribute to the reduction in air pollutants and other 

environmental effects because less vehicles will be on the roadway. 

 

13. Will you be supportive of legislation requiring labeling all genetically 

modified products (GMO’s) so that consumers know what they are 

eating? Several states are considering passage of a GMO labeling bill which would 

mandate the labeling of products containing genetically modified ingredients. 
 
 

I would agree to look at and study the legislation that has been proposed in the 
other states. If reasonable and supportable, then I would support such 
legislation.  

 



 

 
14. Will you actively support legislation to save the Chesapeake Bay? 

Recently, after a series of public hearings, Takoma Park, MD's City Council (as well as 
the Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park) passed regulations prohibiting 
cosmetic use of pesticides on lawns and landscapes.  Since the use of pesticides is 
directly linked to several forms of cancer, as well as endocrine disruption, and is 
detrimental to the fish and wildlife in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, will you support 
and advocate for: 
a. the elimination of cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, schools, highways, 
parks and other government facilities? 
b. Encourage Maryland county and municipal governments to follow the example of 
Takoma Park and ban its use? 
c. Begin a public education campaign to discourage the routine cosmetic use of 
pesticides around homes and gardens. 
 

Yes, I will support, defend and strengthen legislation and regulation to eliminate 
the use of pesticides which have been proven to have a harmful effect on wildlife 
and fish. However, I would want to ensure that we eliminate only those pesticides 
with supporting data to indicate harmful effects. To this end, I would work to 
encourage other counties and municipalities to ban use of harmful pesticides. 
Further, I would encourage and support a public education to make Marylanders 
aware of the effects of harmful pesticides and to discourage use.  

It is crucial to maintain the health of our natural resource, the Bay. The only way to 
do this is through stronger legislation that places tougher restrictions on the use 
of products/pesticides that threaten the health of the Bay. However, this will 
require the cooperation and collaboration by all affected to include federal, state 
and local governments.  

 

 
15. Do you favor extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” statewide and 

implementing a 5 cent deposit on bottles? Montgomery County enacted legislation in 
2011 that placed a five-cent charge on each paper or plastic carryout bag provided by 
retail establishments to customers at the point of sale, pickup or delivery. Retailers 
retain1 cent of each five-cent for the bags they sell. The revenues from this charge are 
deposited into the County’s Water Quality Protection Charge fund. This effectively shifts 
the burden of litter clean up costs from taxpayers to consumers, who have a choice to 
avoid the 5-cent charge by bringing reusable bags. 
 
 
 



 
 

  
An industry consortium led by Owens-Illinois (glass) and Alcoa (aluminum) and major 
state environmental organizations e.g. the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Maryland 
League of Conservation Voters, strongly favors a Maryland “bottle bill,” legislation 
which generally requires a 5 cent deposit on sealed metal, glass or plastic containers. 
Enactment of this legislation would reduce litter, create recycling jobs and supplement 
ongoing recycling programs. 

 

Yes, I do support extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” statewide.  This is 

an incentive for Marylanders to continue to be conscious of the effects of 

disposable bags on the environment and to encourage the continued progress 

towards Maryland’s environmental goals. Also, the funds generated can be used 

to assist with meeting environmental goals. 

Yes, I think a “bottle bill” will be a positive means of furthering Marylanders efforts 
towards a goal of a better environment. I believe this would be a great benefits in 
that it would reduce the overall waste from glass bottles and generate income that 
could be deposited into one the state funds to continue environmental goals. 

Education and the Economy 
16. What approaches would you support to maintain education excellence 

in Maryland and address the education achievement gap? To address 

crushing higher education costs for students, the Oregon legislature recently 
unanimously enacted “Pay it Forward, Pay it Back” higher education funding 
legislation. The Oregon legislation directs the state’s education commission to develop 
a plan for consideration by the legislature in 2015 under which students would pay 
nothing for tuition while attending college, paying instead 3% of their income each year 
for the next two decades or so to cover the costs of future students. Education loans 
from big banks would no longer be necessary. 

Do you favor similar legislation Maryland?  If not, what other approaches to reducing 
higher education costs for Maryland students do you favor? 
Despite an award-winning public education system, Maryland faces an achievement 
gap.  Please explain your ideas to overcome this problem. 
 
No, I would not support a “Pay It Forward, Pay it Back” funding program for 
higher education. I believe it would be a tremendous drain on state funds that 
could be better served for other programs. Further, as in the student loan 
situation, there is no guarantee that the state will receive its money back from 
individual students. Cost may be higher for delinquent accounts.  
 
I believe there are other ways to support higher education costs. For example, 
I believe that the revenue received from the state gambling and lottery 
systems should be earmarked for student grants for college students.  
 
As to the achievement gap, the best way to overcome this problem is to make 
sure that every child receives standard and basic skills prior to entering 
Kindergarten. Universal Pre-K would provide every child in Maryland with the 
same skills to start them on an even playing field.  
 



Additionally, the achievement gap has affected minority boys 
disproportionately. I would also suggest that the Maryland State Department 
of Education consider creating a program that will encourage more minority 
males to apply for and become teachers. I believe for a majority of children 
they learn in an environment where they see and are exposed to people 
similar to themselves. 

 
17. Do you support the concept of a state bank in Maryland?  Inspired by the 

Bank of North Dakota, legislators in several states, including Maryland, have proposed 
the creation of a state bank. In North Dakota, the nine-decade old bank serves as a 
depository for all state tax collection and fees, and deposits are reinvested in North 
Dakota in the form of loans, thereby enhancing the availability of credit in the state. 

 
I would need to investigate this concept further. Even though this is an 
innovative idea to provide state funding from the state’s own bank. I would be 
concerned that the bank would not have the same regulations and not provide to 
depositors the same guarantees as the national banking system.  

 

 

 18. Will you support converting defense-related industries in Maryland 

into non-military institutions? The State of Connecticut recently enacted 

policies aimed at “diversifying or converting defense-related industries to other 
nonmilitary products, emphasizing environmentally sustainable and civilian product 
manufacturing.” Would you advocate for similar legislation and policies? Please explain 
briefly.  

 

I would support this only on a building by building, industry by industry basis.  
What works in Connecticut may or may not work in Maryland where we have 
more defense related industries and building.  

 

   19.     How will you promote job creation? Please provide specifics on how you 

would promote job creation and job retraining in Maryland. Are there changes in the 
Maryland tax system which may be appropriate to encourage job creation and job 
retraining? 
Do you support the right of Maryland’s private and public sector workers to have 
collective bargaining rights and union representation? 
 
I would promote jobs and job creation by conferring with small business owners.  I 
would listen to their ideas. I would encourage what has worked in the past and 
discourage what has failed in the past. Small business owners know how to grow 
businesses and create jobs. I would further provide some degree tax incentives for 
small businesses to offset raising the minimum wage level and to keep small 
businesses thriving. It is important to grown small businesses in Maryland. 
 
We need to keep Maryland dollars in Maryland. Big corporations and companies in 
Maryland take their profit out of Maryland. A Maryland dollar should turn over many 
times in Maryland. 
 
Unions serve an important role in the protection of worker’s rights.   
 



An economy will create and grow jobs when small businesses, workers, unions and 
governments work together. 

 

 

 20.What is your position with regards to the Maryland estate tax? 
 

 

What is your position on the proposal to increase the estate tax exemption for family- 
owned business property to $5 million+, and limit the estate tax rate imposed on 
family-owned business property above $5 million+ to no more than 5%? 
 
The proposal is to raise the state exemption on estate taxes from 1 million dollars to 
closer to the federal limit of 5.3 million phased in over four years.   
 
Given the lack a livable minimum wage, lack of affordable housing and other 
pressing issues, this cannot and should not be a priority. This is no time to 
give the rich a tax break.  I would oppose such legislation.  

 

 
 

 Housing 
21.Do you support legislation to stabilize rent increases at 5%/year and 

require landlords to provide just cause for refusing to renew a lease? 

Nearly one third of Maryland residents live in rental housing, and the number of Maryland 
renters increases every year. Yet since 2000, the median rent for Maryland residents has 
increased approximately two-thirds, pricing many families out of their homes. In 2013, a 
bill was introduced in the House of Delegates to stabilize rent increases at 5% per year 
and require landlords to provide a just cause for refusing to renew a lease. 
What other actions would you take to promote affordable housing and expand renters' 
rights? In the 2013 Legislative Session, a bill (HOME Act) was introduced to end 
discrimination of apartment applicants because of their source of income.  Would you 
support this bill if elected?  
 
The number one complaint that most renters have is that their rent is increasing at 
a pace faster than the cost of living and their incomes. The only way to provide a 
reasonable and fair system for rent increase is to pass legislation that will stabilize 
rent increases. The rent increase should be based on a fair and reasonable 
standard based on specific guidelines and enforcement power through a State 
Agency.  Renters also need to live without the fear that they will be evicted at the 
end of their lease terms or that their lease will not be renewed. Renters face fear 
that if the lease reverts to a month to month lease, they will be unduly burdened 
with additional rental fees for the term of the month to month lease. Therefore, it 
would make sense to pass legislation that will require that evictions and or leases 
that are not renewed are done so for specific and justifiable reasons. Additionally, 
there needs to be legislation to abate the additional costs that is set on month to 
month lease.  
 
Yes, I would support the HOME Act.



 


