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Better government 
1.  What steps do you support for improving the democratic process in 

Annapolis?  Progress has been made in improving transparency in the General 

Assembly over the past four years, with greater access to online tools for the public, 
the posting online of committee votes, and increased audio and video coverage of 
legislative deliberations. Much still remains to be done, however, including posting of 
subcommittee votes, committee amendments and votes, and the institution of a system 
to allow constituents to sign up to testify online the day before a committee hearing so 
they don't have to spend all day in Annapolis waiting to testify. Do you support these 
improvements, and do you have others you’d like to offer?  
- I do support these measures. In addition, I recall as a lobbyist having to regularly 

report my activities and interactions with elected officials to the state. I would be 
open to the idea of elected officials reporting the amounts of time spent with 
lobbyists and constituents throughout the year (although admittedly, this might be 
too tedious to realistically achieve). This would at least give the public some degree 
of insight as to whom their elected officials are being mostly informed by and how 
much investment is being put into constituent meetings. 
 

Are you willing to support special elections to fill legislative 

vacancies? Do you support stripping the party central committees of the power of 

appointment, which ultimately lies with the Governor? 
- I support special elections. The people must decide who represents them in all 

things, at all times.  
 

2.  Do you support combined reporting for corporations doing business in 

Maryland?  Do you support a luxury tax to increase revenue?  Maryland 

is one of the wealthiest states in the US. Unfortunately, some of our state’s wealthiest 
residents and most successful corporations avoid paying their fair share of taxes. 
Assessing luxury taxes and requiring that businesses file combined tax reports would 
generate revenues and help small and local businesses compete. 

 
Please explain briefly. 
- I support combined reporting, with the understanding that the state must prepare for 

the possibility of a backlash from the corporate sector. That said, we must diligently 
pursue a progressive economic agenda that prioritizes small business development.  
 
With respect to the luxury tax, I am generally in support. I think we may need to look 
critically at the reach and scope of such a tax to ensure the measure does what it 
intends to do and does not backfire. 

 

3.  What measures will you propose to improve the criminal justice 

system?  The juvenile justice scandal in Baltimore raises immediate concerns, and 

Maryland’s prison population has nearly tripled to over 22,000 since 1980. People of 



color are disproportionately arrested, convicted, and incarcerated. This is a civil rights 
issue. 
Would you advocate for legislation and policies establishing creative approaches to 
crime and rehabilitation--alternatives to incarceration? Please explain briefly. 
 
- Between 1940 and 1950, over one million black women alone left domestic 

service and went to work outside of the home. As the nation developed a 
greater need for labor, the incentive/need to criminalize black life diminished. 
With this in mind, first and foremost, I will be an advocate for local economic 
development and job creation. While perhaps not the most desired answer, I 
would be disingenuous to begin my response in any other place. The more we 
create demand for individuals in the labor market, the less the demand will 
ultimately be on the prison side. 
 
As for specifics salient to the criminal justice system, we must first and foremost 
“unclog” the judicial system from nonviolent drug offenders (I specifically 
support legalizing and regulating marijuana). Removing these stressors to the 
judicial system would give public defenders more time to prep for cases and 
judges more time to carefully weigh alternatives to incarceration. With the costs 
saved, we could easily do more investment in prevention programs for 
juveniles, job training and transition programs for the formerly incarcerated. In 
that same vein, it would be wise to match job training for the formerly 
incarcerated with the needs of Maryland industry. A commission should review 
such trends every 3-5 years to ensure we are matching needs in the labor 
market with polished human resources. 
 

 
 

4.  Do you support expanding same day voter registration to Election 

Day? In 2013, the General Assembly passed a law providing for same day voter 

registration, but only during the early voting period. The State Administrator of the 
Board of Elections objected to providing same day registration on Election Day itself, 
when the vast majority of votes are cast, claiming that it was not feasible. Do you 
support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day, and if so, what steps 
would you take to see it become law? 

  
- I support same day registration on Election Day. To help lessen the strain of this 

undertaking, it might make sense to look into automatically registering voters 
when they are licensed to drive or obtain other professional licenses with the 
state. This could dramatically cut down on last minute registration and the 
logistical challenges associated. 

 

5.  Do you support enacting state campaign finance reforms? Currently, 

there is too much corporate influence on elections.  Do you support voluntary public 
financing of campaigns for state office in a manner that would allow candidates to 
receive funding after demonstrating significant community support? 

  

- Yes 
 

 
 



 
Human Rights 

6.  Do you support a comprehensive gender identity law for Maryland, 

including public accommodations protections? The transgender 

community has been fighting to be included in statewide civil rights protections since 
2007. While there are ordinances in Montgomery, Howard and Baltimore counties, as 
well as Baltimore city, there is no statewide law (as there is in 17 states, DC and Puerto 
Rico) to go along with the sexual orientation anti-discrimination law passed here in 
2001. 
, Will you actively lobby the legislative leadership to make it happen? 
 
- Yes 

 

7.  Would you support legislation and policies to begin a transition to a 

publicly-financed health care system for Maryland?  After the passage of 

federal legislation (ACA aka Obamacare), it falls to the Maryland State government to 
establish “exchanges” to provide healthcare to people in our state. 
Do you agree that Healthcare is a Human Right? How would you lead efforts to 
improve healthcare in Maryland?  Please explain briefly. 
 
- I believe we could best expand access to all Marylanders by creating a 

public option. This could be achieved by joining in compact with other 
states like Vermont, who want to expand access. By pooling costs among 
states and identifying additional revenue sources (like marijuana revenues), 
states could lead in a way that the federal government has proven unable. 
We should also look into how we can incentivize more young medical 
students to opt into primary care. The most logical starting points might be 
subsidizing education at state universities (assuming “pay it forward” 
doesn’t exist) and actively recruiting young doctors from elsewhere.  

  

8.  Will you support the decriminalization of possession of small amounts 

of marijuana?  In 2013, a bill to decriminalize the possession of small amounts of 

marijuana passed the State Senate with 30 votes. The chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee did not allow the bill to be voted on either in committee or on the floor of the 
House of Delegates. Will you support decriminalization, and, if so, what specific actions 
will you take to ensure the bill’s passage in the General Assembly? 

 
- I support decriminalization (and further, legalization). I would look to actively 

organize law enforcement (and if possible, law enforcement PAC’s) to do outreach 
to key legislators in order to ensure passage.  

 

9.  Do you support an increase in the minimum wage, and if so, what is 

the hourly wage that you would recommend that the General 

Assembly adopt? Maryland’s minimum wage, currently tied to the federal minimum 

wage, is $7.25/hour. Economic analysts across the political spectrum agree that, it is 
extremely difficult for a family to survive on this level of income. In 2013, a bill to raise 
the minimum wage failed to pass a House committee vote. Additionally, will you 
support indexing that wage level to obviate the need to keep returning to this fight in 
the future? 



 
- I emphatically support increasing the minimum wage and indexing it. The precise 

number is a matter of great contention- factors such as inflation, CPI and historical 
precedents come into play. I reason that $10.50 might be a reasonable minimum 
wage.  

 

10. Will you support legislation to require employers to provide at least 

seven days of sick leave per year.  A bill requiring employers to provide at least 

seven days of sick leave per year received an unfavorable report in the House 
Economic Matters Committee in 2013. Do you support this bill? 

 
- Yes 

 

Will you support legislation to extend employees’ rights to unpaid 

leave to all Maryland workers? Federal law currently requires that employees be 

given as much as 13 weeks of unpaid leave in case of illness or other conditions of the 
employee or a close family member. Federal law, however, only applies to employers 
with more than 50 employees. Half of Maryland businesses meet this requirement, so 
the other half of Maryland workers get no family leave protection at all. In 2013, a bill to 
provide six weeks of unpaid family leave to employees of Maryland businesses with at 
least 15 employees did not pass. Do you support this legislation?  

 

- Yes



 
 

The Environment and Transportation 
11. Do you believe we should prioritize fracking or spend our resources on 

developing green energy sources?  There is a nationwide boom in hydraulic 

fracking in America today, giving us a greater degree of energy independence than 
we’ve seen in years. However, there are serious environmental consequences to such 
drilling, and there has been a moratorium on fracking in Maryland to give the 
government time to study the current state of the art. 

 
What are your thoughts about fracking in Maryland, in anticipation of the government 
study?  How serious must the environmental degradation be for you to ban fracking? 
Are you concerned about the future of western Maryland’s tourist and farming 
industries if fracking is permitted? 
 
- Fracking is a non-starter. Geothermal, wind, solar and a host of other alternative 

energy options are available and we must develop the political will to pursue 
them with all sincerity and deliberate speed. The science, while not conclusive, is 
indicating that not only are there problems with drinking water but indeed air 
quality might be worsened by the practice. Until scientific consensus indicates 
absolute safety, I stand firm on this matter. 

 

12. What is your vision for an efficient, environmentally friendly, regional 

transportation plan for the 21st century? A recent editorial in The New York 

Times related to their mayoral campaign, and focused on public transportation, said, 
“Few things more directly affect the quality of a day, the stability and prosperity of a life, 
than the ability to get to work. And few are more vital to the larger economy — of the 
city and region — than the transportation system that makes it possible. Veins and 
arteries: everybody needs them.” 

 
Clearly this statement applies to Maryland as well, primarily to both Baltimore and the 
DC suburbs. What are your plans, now that the gas tax has been raised, to prioritize 
public transportation projects such as the Purple Line, CCT and Baltimore Red Line? 
Do you support plans to extend Metro to BWI as it is being extended to Dulles? Do you 
have any thoughts on the institution of high-speed or next-generation maglev rail in the 
northeast corridor? 
 
- It is obvious that high speed rail is needed to link the northeast corridor and that 

Metro should extend to BWI. As it pertains to the local context, we are particularly 
challenged. If honest, we must concede that the communities within Silver Spring 
and Takoma Park were, in large part, designed for isolation and not connected, 
efficient transit. This makes our challenge much more difficult than other places.  
 
With this in mind, we must prioritize transit projects within close proximity to 
housing and vice versa. We should increase incentives for development along 
transit routes and especially in proximity to alternative transit modes- first within ¼ 
mile, then ½ mile then 1 mile radius of transit modes/stations over the next 30 
years. Essentially, we are ensuring that moving forward we grow in a responsible 
way, increasingly independent of cars.  
 



In the meantime, we must learn to manage what we do have, understanding that 
there is often no “great” solution but merely “better.” This trend of thinking is 
somewhat painful and quite unpopular. For instance, BRT may very well provide 
faster transit to select destinations but in reality could possibly cause further grief 
for drivers. This is a price we very well may have to pay in order to condition the 
population to use alternative transit options. When there is opportunity to fund such 
projects, I will support this. Although a painful process, increasing bus, BRT, rail, 
bike, walking and other alternative transit options is necessary and our spending 
should reflect this. We should look to have walkable communities and as much as 
possible, connect communities by alternative transit modes. 

 
 

13. Will you be supportive of legislation requiring labeling all genetically 

modified products (GMO’s) so that consumers know what they are 

eating? Several states are considering passage of a GMO labeling bill which would 

mandate the labeling of products containing genetically modified ingredients. 
  

- Yes 
 

14. Will you actively support legislation to save the Chesapeake Bay? 

Recently, after a series of public hearings, Takoma Park, MD's City Council (as well as 
the Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park) passed regulations prohibiting 
cosmetic use of pesticides on lawns and landscapes.  Since the use of pesticides is 
directly linked to several forms of cancer, as well as endocrine disruption, and is 
detrimental to the fish and wildlife in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, will you 
support and advocate for: 
a. the elimination of cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, schools, highways, 
parks and other government facilities? 
b. Encourage Maryland county and municipal governments to follow the example of 
Takoma Park and ban its use? 
c. Begin a public education campaign to discourage the routine cosmetic use of 
pesticides around homes and gardens. 
 
- I support all the above. 

 
 

15. Do you favor extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” statewide 

and implementing a 5 cent deposit on bottles? Montgomery County 

enacted legislation in 2011 that placed a five-cent charge on each paper or plastic 
carryout bag provided by retail establishments to customers at the point of sale, pickup 
or delivery. Retailers retain 1 cent of each five-cent for the bags they sell. The 
revenues from this charge are deposited into the County’s Water Quality Protection 
Charge fund. This effectively shifts the burden of litter clean up costs from taxpayers to 
consumers, who have a choice to avoid the 5-cent charge by bringing reusable bags. 

 
An industry consortium led by Owens-Illinois (glass) and Alcoa (aluminum) and major 
state environmental organizations e.g. the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Maryland 
League of Conservation Voters, strongly favors a Maryland “bottle bill,” legislation 
which generally requires a 5 cent deposit on sealed metal, glass or plastic containers. 
Enactment of this legislation would reduce litter, create recycling jobs and supplement 
ongoing recycling programs. 



 
Do you favor enactment of a 5 cent per container “bottle bill” in Maryland? 
 
- I have no opposition to the bill.  



Education and the Economy 
16. What approaches would you support to maintain education excellence 

in Maryland and address the education achievement gap?  To address 

crushing higher education costs for students, the Oregon legislature recently 
unanimously enacted “Pay it Forward, Pay it Back” higher education funding 
legislation. The Oregon legislation directs the state’s education commission to develop 
a plan for consideration by the legislature in 2015 under which students would pay 
nothing for tuition while attending college, paying instead 3% of their income each year 
for the next two decades or so to cover the costs of future students. Education loans 
from big banks would no longer be necessary. 
Do you favor similar legislation Maryland?  If not, what other approaches to reducing 
higher education costs for Maryland students do you favor? 
Despite an award-winning public education system, Maryland faces an achievement 
gap.  Please explain your ideas to overcome this problem. 
 
- I am a huge supporter of the Pay it Forward legislation and will absolutely 

commit to finding creative solutions to fund it in Maryland. 
 
With respect to the “achievement gap,” it must be understood that schools are 
social institutions and as such they largely reflect the condition right outside the 
school doors. With this in mind, I believe the most effective way to attack the 
achievement gap (long-term) is to pursue a progressive economic agenda that 
lifts incomes for minority families and expands opportunity broadly. Further, 
housing stability must be a priority if we are to properly educate children (see my 
response on affordable housing).  
 
With respect to the classroom itself, we must reduce class sizes immediately 
and this can only be attained through more school construction. I agree with Del. 
Simmons’ position that we should take money from horse racing subsidies to 
provide dollars for construction. As we reduce class sizes, children will receive 
more personalized instruction. This is the most immediate strategy to improve 
the achievement gap. We might also consider how to expand 8 block schedules 
(where appropriate) and linkages programs. State dollars would be helpful in 
pursuing these options.  

 

17. Do you support the concept of a state bank in Maryland?  Inspired by the 

Bank of North Dakota, legislators in several states, including Maryland, have proposed 
the creation of a state bank. In North Dakota, the nine-decade old bank serves as a 
depository for all state tax collection and fees, and deposits are reinvested in North 
Dakota in the form of loans, thereby enhancing the availability of credit in the state. 

  
- Yes 



18. Will you support converting defense-related industries in Maryland 

into non-military institutions?  The State of Connecticut recently enacted 

policies aimed at “diversifying or converting defense-related industries to other 
nonmilitary products, emphasizing environmentally sustainable and civilian product 
manufacturing.” Would you advocate for similar legislation and policies? Please explain 
briefly.  

- Yes. It is true that we have- nationally and in Maryland- excess capacity in defense-
related industries and simultaneously, great social/infrastructure needs unmatched with 
high unemployment/underemployment. This simply makes sense. The key will be 
financing these transitions and other various startup costs. It could be that private 
capital sees a potential for profit and steps into that place or the state may need to 
provide funding for such initiatives.  

 

19. How will you promote job creation? Please provide specifics on how you 

would promote job creation and job retraining in Maryland. Are there changes in the 
Maryland tax system which may be appropriate to encourage job creation and job 
retraining? 
Do you support the right of Maryland’s private and public sector workers to have 
collective bargaining rights and union representation? 
 
- Article 23 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights guarantees the right to 

organize and as such I support workers today in their struggles for representation 
and collective bargaining rights.  
 
With respect to job creation, it is vital that we address all barriers to local investment 
so as to shift capital away from Wall Street, back to local communities where it can 
truly create jobs and economic growth. I support the $100 exemption bill recently 
submitted and believe we should forge ahead to fully implement all aspects of the 
Jobs Act to ensure capital is available locally for small business development. No 
one spends more locally than small businesses and (particularly salient for district 
20) no one starts businesses at higher rates than minorities. Thus, it is vital that we 
ensure capital is available to support these local initiatives and thereby ensure local 
dollars turn over and create more jobs. 
 
It is also true that our business innovation networks and incubators are far from 
reach for many. We need entrepreneurship academies to target these individuals so 
as to ensure they are ready for capital. I am working on such an initiative with 
MANUP in Takoma Park and have spoken with the Dean Endlich at Stevenson’s 
business school about linking with university entrepreneurship centers. The state 
should be investing on both ends: helping our universities train entrepreneurs for the 
21st century and also investing in local talent that may never step foot on a university 
campus. Continuing with the Invest Maryland program and funneling some funds 
from there would help to jumpstart these types of initiatives. 
 
The state must also develop a cohesive, intentional strategy to see growth in 
manufacturing.  There is presently a shifting tide to bring manufacturing back to the 
States because of shipping costs and rising wages overseas. As far as I know, the 
state is doing little to be competitive in this regard. I would like to be a part of 
devising that strategy for the state of Maryland whereby we could attract and 
maintain manufacturing, understanding that with manufacturing present, several 



other businesses are supported. Where appropriate, tax incentives should be 
targeted in that direction. 
 
Lastly, I would like to play a part in producing legislation that would help the state 
more effectively organize agriculture and food production statewide, with an eye on 
economic development. There must be a state level plan to organize our farming to 
match the needs of our schools, prisons and other agencies. The 2009 Food and 
Hunger Policy Council legislation should be revisited to help with this. Ensuring our 
farmers have large markets in-state is vital. We must also see that there is industrial 
capacity to freeze, store and sell produce regionally from right here in Maryland. The 
state must take an active role in all these things and by doing so, create jobs and 
better our health outcomes.  

 

20.What is your position with regards to the Maryland estate tax? 

 

 

What is your position on the proposal to increase the estate tax exemption for family- 
owned business property to $5 million+, and limit the estate tax rate imposed on 
family-owned business property above $5 million+ to no more than 5%? 
- I oppose this change. 

 

 
 

Housing 
21.Do you support legislation to stabilize rent increases at 5%/year and 

require landlords to provide just cause for refusing to renew a lease? 

Nearly one third of Maryland residents live in rental housing, and the number of Maryland 
renters increases every year. Yet since 2000, the median rent for Maryland residents has 
increased approximately two-thirds, pricing many families out of their homes. In 2013, a 
bill was introduced in the House of Delegates to stabilize rent increases at 5% per year 
and require landlords to provide a just cause for refusing to renew a lease. 
What other actions would you take to promote affordable housing and expand renters' 
rights? In the 2013 Legislative Session, a bill (HOME Act) was introduced to end 
discrimination of apartment applicants because of their source of income.  Would you 
support this bill if elected? 
 

- I support all the legislative initiatives above. Further, I believe we should pursue a 
course similar to North Dakota and advocate for the creation of a public financing 
entity solely devoted to producing affordable housing. This has been successful in 
North Dakota and I believe that model could work for Maryland also.  


