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Better Government 

 1. What steps do you support for improving the democratic process 

in Annapolis? Progress has been made in improving transparency in the 

General Assembly over the past four years, with greater access to online tools 
for the public, the posting online of committee votes, and increased audio and 
video coverage of legislative deliberations. Much still remains to be done, 
however, including posting of subcommittee votes, committee amendments and 
votes, and the institution of a system to allow constituents to sign up to testify 
online the day before a committee hearing so they don't have to spend all day in 
Annapolis waiting to testify. Do you support these improvements, and do you 
have others you’d like to offer? 

  I support improvements like those described above that improve transparency in the General 

Assembly.  Allowing constituents to sign up online to testify at a committee hearing will make 

greater participation in our legislative process possible.  As a Delegate, I will work to identify 

other ways to open up the legislative process to all Marylanders.   

  Are you willing to support special elections to fill legislative 

vacancies? Do you support stripping the party central committees of the power 

of appointment, which ultimately lies with the Governor?  

  Holding special elections to fill legislative vacancies affirms the democratic process by putting 

the decision in the hands of district voters.  I support special elections to fill legislative vacancies 

except when they occur early in a legislator’s term or when circumstances make them 

unreasonable. 

 2. Do you support combined reporting for corporations doing 

business in Maryland? Do you support a luxury tax to increase 

revenue? Maryland is one of the wealthiest states in the US. Unfortunately, 

some of our state’s wealthiest residents and most successful corporations avoid 
paying their fair share of taxes. Assessing luxury taxes and requiring that 
businesses file combined tax reports would generate revenues and help small 
and local businesses compete.  
Please explain briefly.  

  I am committed to making the Maryland tax system fairer for working families and small 

businesses.  Everyone should pay their fair share of taxes, including our state’s wealthiest 

residents and most successful corporations.  To that end, I support combined reporting for 

corporations doing business in Maryland and a surtax on the purchase of luxury items.  



 3. What measures will you propose to improve the criminal justice 

system? The juvenile justice scandal in Baltimore raises immediate concerns, 

and Maryland’s prison population has nearly tripled to over 22,000 since 1980. 
People of color are disproportionately arrested, convicted, and incarcerated. This 
is a civil rights issue. Would you advocate for legislation and policies establishing 
creative approaches to crime and rehabilitation--alternatives to incarceration? 
Please explain briefly.  

  Yes, I support polices that will expand alternatives to incarceration and offer community-based 

alternatives to traditional sanctions, including drug treatment and job training.  Other states have 

seen drops in crime and recidivism by instituting programs like drug courts, mental health courts 

and community courts which link offenders to social services and community restitution. 

  4. Do you support expanding same day voter registration to Election 

Day? In 2013, the General Assembly passed a law providing for same day voter 

registration, but only during the early voting period. The State Administrator of 
the Board of Elections objected to providing same day registration on Election 
Day itself, when the vast majority of votes are cast, claiming that it was not 
feasible. Do you support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day, 
and if so, what steps would you take to see it become law? 

  Yes, I support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day.  By allowing citizens to 

register on Election Day and vote using a provisional ballot, we can more fully guarantee one of 

our most basic freedoms — the right to vote — and provide adequate safeguards.  I am confident 

that together, the Governor, the legislature, and the State Administrator of the Board of Elections 

can resolve legitimate concerns to ensure the integrity of the system.  

   5.  Do you support enacting state campaign finance reforms? 

Currently, there is too much corporate influence on elections. Do you support 
voluntary public financing of campaigns for state office in a manner that would 
allow candidates to receive funding after demonstrating significant community 
support? 

 I support voluntary public financing of campaigns for state office here in Maryland.  We must do 

all we can to lessen the unfair influence moneyed interests have on elections and policy-making.  

 

Human Rights 

 6. Do you support a comprehensive gender identity law for 

Maryland, including public accommodations protections? The 

transgender community has been fighting to be included in statewide civil rights 
protections since 2007. While there are ordinances in Montgomery, Howard and 
Baltimore counties, as well as Baltimore city, there is no statewide law (as there 
is in 17 states, DC and Puerto Rico) to go along with the sexual orientation anti-



discrimination law passed here in 2001.  Will you actively lobby the legislative 
leadership to make it happen? 

  I support a statewide gender identity law that includes public accommodation protections and will 

join my colleagues in working for it’s enactment. 

 7. Would you support legislation and policies to begin a transition to 

a publicly-financed health care system for Maryland? After the 

passage of federal legislation (ACA aka Obamacare), it falls to the Maryland State 
government to establish “exchanges” to provide healthcare to people in our state. 
Do you agree that Healthcare is a Human Right? How would you lead efforts to 
improve healthcare in Maryland? Please explain briefly. 

  Access to health care is a basic human right.  It is also an economic issue. Making sure we sign 

up as many people on the exchanges is critical but work remains.  I will work to reduce low 

income and minority health disparities by pushing for resources to: (a) improve language access 

and interpretation services for non-English speaking patient groups; (b) enable clinics to open 

their doors during non-traditional business hours such as nights and weekends to accommodate 

hourly workers who are not able to get time off to visit a clinic during the business day; (c) 

increase access to preventative dental health services for individuals without dental insurance or 

the ability to pay; (d) improve mental health services with a focus on identifying troubled young 

people who may need additional help; and (e) inform mothers about prenatal care, and empower 

them to use available resources to help reduce infant mortality rates. 

 8. Will you support the decriminalization of possession of small 

amounts of marijuana? In 2013, a bill to decriminalize the possession of 

small amounts of marijuana passed the State Senate with 30 votes. The chair of 
the House Judiciary Committee did not allow the bill to be voted on either in 
committee or on the floor of the House of Delegates. Will you support 
decriminalization, and, if so, what specific actions will you take to ensure the bill’s 
passage in the General Assembly? 

  I support decriminalization of possession of small amounts of marijuana as well as additional 

justice reforms.  We need to build a strong coalition that includes both legislators and community 

leaders to reform our criminal justice system including our outdated and ineffective drug policies.   

 9. Do you support an increase in the minimum wage, and if so, what 

is the hourly wage that you would recommend that the General  

Assembly adopt? Maryland’s minimum wage, currently tied to the federal 

minimum wage, is $7.25/hour. Economic analysts across the political spectrum 
agree that, it is extremely difficult for a family to survive on this level of income. In 
2013, a bill to raise the minimum wage failed to pass a House committee vote. 
Additionally, will you support indexing that wage level to obviate the need to keep 
returning to this fight in the future? 



  I support increasing the state minimum wage to at least $10.10/hour and I strongly support 

indexing that wage level for inflation. 

10.  Will you support legislation to require employers to provide at 

least seven days of sick leave per year. A bill requiring employers to 

provide at least seven days of sick leave per year received an unfavorable 
report in the House Economic Matters Committee in 2013. Do you support 
this bill? 

 Yes, I support paid sick day legislation.  Marylanders should not have to choose between their 

health and providing for their family in the event of a medical emergency.   

 Will you support legislation to extend employees’ rights to unpaid 

leave to all Maryland workers? Federal law currently requires that 

employees be given as much as 13 weeks of unpaid leave in case of illness 
or other conditions of the employee or a close family member. Federal law, 
however, only applies to employers with more than 50 employees. Half of 
Maryland businesses meet this requirement, so the other half of Maryland 
workers get no family leave protection at all. In 2013, a bill to provide six 
weeks of unpaid family leave to employees of Maryland businesses with at 
least 15 employees did not pass. Do you support this legislation? 

 Yes, I support legislation that provides unpaid leave to all Maryland workers.  Providing six 

weeks of unpaid leave to Maryland businesses with at least 15 employees is a reasonable 

compromise that supports families and small business alike. I would support.  

 

The Environment and Transportation 

11. Do you believe we should prioritize fracking or spend our 

resources on developing green energy sources? There is a 

nationwide boom in hydraulic fracking in America today, giving us a 

greater degree of energy independence than we’ve seen in years. However, 

there are serious environmental consequences to such drilling, and there 
has been a moratorium on fracking in Maryland to give the government 
time to study the current state of the art. 

 What are your thoughts about fracking in Maryland, in anticipation of the 
government study? How serious must the environmental degradation be for you 
to ban fracking? Are you concerned about the future of western Maryland’s 
tourist and farming industries if fracking is permitted? 

 Maryland should not permit shale gas drilling unless and until there is overwhelming scientific 

evidence that it does not adversely affect public health, the environment, and other segments of 

Maryland’s economy.  Instead we should invest in other green technologies like wind and solar 

that have proven promising and don’t harm the environment. 



12. What is your vision for an efficient, environmentally friendly, 

regional transportation plan for the 21st century? A recent editorial 

in The New York Times related to their mayoral campaign, and focused on 

public transportation, said, “Few things more directly affect the quality of a 

day, the stability and prosperity of a life, than the ability to get to work. And 

few are more vital to the larger economy — of the city and region — than 

the transportation system that makes it possible. Veins and arteries: 

everybody needs them.” 

 Clearly this statement applies to Maryland as well, primarily to both Baltimore 
and the DC suburbs. What are your plans, now that the gas tax has been raised, 
to prioritize public transportation projects such as the Purple Line, CCT and 
Baltimore Red Line? Do you support plans to extend Metro to BWI as it is being 
extended to Dulles? Do you have any thoughts on the institution of high-speed or 
next-generation maglev rail in the northeast corridor? 

  Transportation is both a quality-of-life and an economic issue. Montgomery County drivers waste 

too much time and money stuck in traffic and businesses want dependable movement of goods, 

services, customers and employees. I am a supporter of the Purple Line as an essential component 

of our transit network and it deserves capital funding. By connecting the Silver Spring Metro to 

Bethesda, the University of Maryland and New Carrollton, it not only presents opportunities for 

increased transit ridership and traffic relief, but also for smart growth development around transit 

to keep more cars off the roads and save the environment. 

 Bus Rapid Transit System: The proposed 80-mile rapid-transit-vehicle system would connect 

many disparate parts of our county.  While the vision for the system is impressive, care must be 

taken in the implementation to protect our overall traffic infrastructure from increased congestion 

and to minimize the environmental impact. 

 I’m also interested in the idea of building high speed rail system between Baltimore and 

Washington as a potential way to increase mobility and boost economic development. 

13. Will you be supportive of legislation requiring labeling all 

genetically modified products (GMO’s) so that consumers know 

what they are eating? Several states are considering passage of a GMO 

labeling bill which would mandate the labeling of products containing genetically 
modified ingredients. 

Yes, I am supportive of labeling GMO’s.  Whether you like them or not, consumers deserve to 

have the information required to make their own decisions in purchasing food.   

14. Will you actively support legislation to save the Chesapeake 

Bay? Recently, after a series of public hearings, Takoma Park, MD's City 

Council (as well as the Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park) passed 
regulations prohibiting cosmetic use of pesticides on lawns and landscapes. 
Since the use of pesticides is directly linked to several forms of cancer, as well as 



endocrine disruption, and is detrimental to the fish and wildlife in the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed, will you support and advocate for: 
a. the elimination of cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, schools, 
highways, parks and other government facilities?  Yes. 
b. Encourage Maryland county and municipal governments to follow the example 
of Takoma Park and ban its use?  Yes.  
c. Begin a public education campaign to discourage the routine cosmetic use of 
pesticides around homes and gardens.  Yes. 

The Chesapeake Bay is a Maryland treasure – a treasure we must bring back to health by 

reducing polluted runoff and toxic contaminants, rebuilding our fisheries and watershed habitats 

and tackling climate change which can contribute to dead zones and extreme weather. Keeping 

Maryland’s Watershed Implementation Plan on track to meet pollution reduction goals is critical. 

15. Do you favor extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” 

statewide and implementing a 5 cent deposit on bottles? 

Montgomery County enacted legislation in 2011 that placed a five-cent charge on 
each paper or plastic carryout bag provided by retail establishments to customers 
at the point of sale, pickup or delivery. Retailers retain 1 cent of each five-cent for 
the bags they sell. The revenues from this charge are deposited into the 

County’s Water Quality Protection Charge fund. This effectively shifts the burden 

of litter clean up costs from taxpayers to consumers, who have a choice to avoid 
the 5-cent charge by bringing reusable bags. 

 An industry consortium led by Owens-Illinois (glass) and Alcoa (aluminum) and 
major state environmental organizations e.g. the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
Maryland League of Conservation Voters, strongly favors a Maryland “bottle bill,” 
legislation which generally requires a 5 cent deposit on sealed metal, glass or 
plastic containers. Enactment of this legislation would reduce litter, create 
recycling jobs and supplement ongoing recycling programs.  Do you favor 
enactment of a 5 cent per container “bottle bill” in Maryland? 

Yes, this has been a very effective program in Montgomery County and should be taken statewide.   

Education and the Economy 

16. What approaches would you support to maintain education 

excellence in Maryland and address the education achievement 

gap? To address crushing higher education costs for students, the Oregon 

legislature recently unanimously enacted “Pay it Forward, Pay it Back” 

higher education funding legislation. The Oregon legislation directs the 

state’s education commission to develop a plan for consideration by the 

legislature in 2015 under which students would pay nothing for tuition 
while attending college, paying instead 3% of their income each year for 
the next two decades or so to cover the costs of future students. Education 
loans from big banks would no longer be necessary. 



 Do you favor similar legislation Maryland? If not, what other approaches to 
reducing higher education costs for Maryland students do you favor? 
Despite an award-winning public education system, Maryland faces an 
achievement gap. Please explain your ideas to overcome this problem. 

Maryland and Montgomery County rightly boast of having one of this country’s best education systems, 

yet achievement gaps persist based on race, ethnicity and income. The state, and Montgomery County in 

particular, has made progress, but we must keep moving forward.  

 

Expand Access to Early Childhood Education: Good early childhood education programs are 

essential for a strong start. That’s why I support expanding Maryland’s efforts to provide 

affordable, high-quality early childhood programs that serve all communities. Coupling state 

public and private early childhood programs with federal Early Start and Head Start programs 

will ensure that our students have a foundation for success. We must develop standards for high-

quality settings and build a growing workforce of highly qualified early childhood educators. I 

will also help Maryland take maximum advantage of President Obama’s Pre-K initiative which 

will expand opportunities for Maryland’s youngest students. 

 

Develop a Rigorous and Balanced Curriculum: Maryland students deserve a balanced 

curriculum with high academic standards-- standards that align to college and career readiness--

that incorporate the arts, physical education and creativity. I will support investments in these 

curriculum areas and policies that support the development of the whole child and give priority to 

21
st
 century skills. 

 

Close the Gap: While Montgomery County students do well academically, achievement gaps 

remain. We must close those gaps while remaining committed to a well-rounded 

curriculum.  This is why I support efforts to reduce class sizes in high-need schools and to 

incorporate strategies that personalize learning. An early warning system should be put in place to 

identify and assist middle school students who are beginning to stumble.  

 

Support Teachers and Leaders: Teachers are the core of our education system and its greatest 

resource.  A good teacher can make the difference in a student’s educational success from one 

year to the next, and we have some of the best. We must continue to attract and retain high-

quality educators by providing competitive salaries, a collegial and professional environment and 

ample opportunities for professional growth and development. Great teachers also deserve strong, 

effective and committed school leaders, so Montgomery County must also work to attract and 

retain the great principals and school administrators who foster a positive school environment.  I 

will work to support investments in high-quality preparation and professional development for 

teachers and school leaders so that they are prepared to help each student reach their maximum 

potential. 

 

Provide Wraparound Supports: Students need high-quality support services in addition to great 

teachers and leaders. Physical, mental and emotional well-being also contribute to academic 

success and positive long-term development.  Partnerships between our schools and health 

agencies can help students get the support they need. While in the Obama administration, I 

championed programs such as Promise Neighborhoods, which connect housing, health and 

education resources for the holistic support that children and families need.  District 20 is home to 

one of these grantees, CASA de Maryland. They are doing great work with some of our most at-

risk students and families. I support increased investments into similar programs including school 



based health clinics and high-quality afterschool and summer programs to help our children 

succeed. 

 

Control Higher Education Costs: In today’s economy, going to college or attaining some sort 

of postsecondary credential is the surest pathway to the middle class.  A postsecondary education 

is not only beneficial for students coming straight out of high school, but also for adults looking 

to re-tool their skills for the ever-evolving workplace. Unfortunately, although postsecondary 

education has never been more important, it’s also never been more expensive.  The University of 

Maryland System has held tuition flat, but it will soon rise again. We must lower college costs 

while maintaining the high standards that make the Maryland System one of the best in the 

nation.  I served as a champion of college affordability during President Obama’s historic 

investment in the Pell grant program, which provides much-needed resources for low- and 

moderate-income families to attend college. I will support innovative solutions like dual 

enrollment and college credit for high school students to ensure Maryland students continue to 

have the opportunity to receive a world-class college education at an affordable price. 

 

Develop a Career-Ready Workforce: Postsecondary credentials—from a certificate to a 

bachelor’s degree—provide lifelong skills and a stepping-stone to economic security. 

Credentialed workers are also a magnet for businesses desperate for skilled employees. To that 

end, there must be better access to internships and apprenticeships that engage students in 

relevant learning experiences outside of the classroom while giving them valuable on-the-job 

training. Career and Technical Education programs like those that allow students to graduate high 

school with a diploma and an industry certification should also be expanded. 

 

17. Do you support the concept of a state bank in Maryland? Inspired 

by the Bank of North Dakota, legislators in several states, including Maryland, 
have proposed the creation of a state bank. In North Dakota, the nine-decade old 
bank serves as a depository for all state tax collection and fees, and deposits are 
reinvested in North Dakota in the form of loans, thereby enhancing the availability 
of credit in the state. 

Interesting concept.  I would work with my colleagues to evaluate the proposal.  

18. Will you support converting defense-related industries in 

Maryland into non-military institutions? The State of Connecticut 

recently enacted policies aimed at “diversifying or converting defense-

related industries to other nonmilitary products, emphasizing 

environmentally sustainable and civilian product manufacturing.” Would 

you advocate for similar legislation and policies? Please explain briefly. 

I’m not familiar with this policy proposal but will look into and would certainly be in favor of 

policies that move us away from conflict and war towards a sustainable future.   

19. How will you promote job creation? Please provide specifics on how you 

would promote job creation and job retraining in Maryland. Are there changes in 
the Maryland tax system which may be appropriate to encourage job creation 
and job retraining?  



I support robust and responsible economic development strategies for District 20 and Maryland. 

A progressive economy is one that encourages high-wage, high-quality jobs by creating an 

environment to attract companies to locate here and hire our residents.  In addition, our economic 

development policies must support small and minority-owned businesses so they succeed and 

grow and create an entrepreneurial environment that supports local economies.  In addition to the 

polices outlined below, corporate tax loopholes must be closed so that we can invest in education 

and job training of our workers.   

Increase Economic Development Funding: Will supports increased funding for Maryland’s 

Department of Economic Development. We must have a greater focus on attracting the best start-

ups and high-tech jobs to Maryland, particularly to Silver Spring. 

Support Small and Minority Businesses: Will supports efforts to expand the Maryland Small 

Business Reserve Program and the Minority Business Enterprise Fund, while ensuring that these 

programs are used for the target constituency and not misused by others. According to the U.S. 

Small Business Administration, 97.5% of Maryland’s businesses are small businesses. Of those 

employers, 64% are female, minority, or veteran-owned. These businesses are the backbone of 

our economy. They were hit the hardest during the recession and need our support now. 

Raise the Minimum Wage: Our state is typically ranked one of the wealthiest in the nation, yet 

too many of our hard-working neighbors are struggling to get by. I am proud that Montgomery 

County took action to help working members of our community by raising the County’s 

minimum wage to $11.50 an hour by 2017.  Now is the time for the state to strengthen and grow 

our middle class by raising Maryland’s minimum wage from $7.25 to at least $10.10 and 

indexing it to inflation. This raise should be a floor so that jurisdictions like Montgomery County 

and Prince George’s County have the autonomy to have higher wages. 

Expand Career and Technical Education (CTE): Thirty-eight percent of new Maryland jobs 

will require some training beyond high school. CTE prepares youth and adults for a wide range of 

careers from industries such as interactive media, construction, biosciences, manufacturing and 

information technology. These careers require varying levels of education from certifications to 

two- and four-year degrees. We must support and expand Maryland’s CTE program to prepare 

our students for the jobs of tomorrow. 

Help Our Graduates Work and Create Jobs Here: Right now some of our best and brightest 

grow up here, learn here, leave for college and don’t come back. That must change. We must 

create an environment where our high achievers can find their first job here. In addition, Will 

supports the creation of incentives for recent college graduates to become entrepreneurs in 

Maryland. 

 Do you support the right of Maryland’s private and public sector workers to have 
collective bargaining rights and union representation? 

Yes, I’m a strong supporter of the right to organize and collectively bargain.  The labor movement created 

a strong middle class and is needed now more than ever to help rebuild the middle class.  

20. What is your position with regards to the Maryland estate tax? 

What is your position on the proposal to increase the estate tax exemption 
for family- owned business property to $5 million+, and limit the estate tax 



rate imposed on family-owned business property above $5 million+ to no 
more than 5%? 

I’m against the bill currently moving through the Assembly.  It would cost the state over $130 million in 

lost revenue a year at a time when we need to make critical investments into infrastructure and human 

capital.  It’s simply untrue that millionaires are leaving Maryland because of the current estate tax.  

 

Housing 

21. Do you support legislation to stabilize rent increases at 5%/year 

and require landlords to provide just cause for refusing to renew 

a lease? Nearly one third of Maryland residents live in rental housing, and the 

number of Maryland renters increases every year. Yet since 2000, the median 
rent for Maryland residents has increased approximately two-thirds, pricing many 
families out of their homes. In 2013, a bill was introduced in the House of 
Delegates to stabilize rent increases at 5% per year and require landlords to 
provide a just cause for refusing to renew a lease. 

 What other actions would you take to promote affordable housing and expand 
renters' rights? In the 2013 Legislative Session, a bill (HOME Act) was introduced 
to end discrimination of apartment applicants because of their source of income. 
Would you support this bill if elected? 

Yes, I support rent stabilization legislation that would place an annual cap on rent increases and would 

require landlords to provide just cause for refusing to renew a lease.  I’m also in favor of a renter’s bill of 

rights that enumerates the rights of renters and empowers them to seek redress when treated unfairly.   

I also support the HOME Act to prohibits landlords and other property owners from discriminating 

against persons seeking housing based solely on their “source of income.  This type of discrimination 

(though outlawed in Montgomery County) impacts thousands of families and individuals across 

Maryland.  Every Marylander deservers to be able to live where they like as long as they can pay the rent 

and abide by building policies.   

 


