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Better government

1.What steps do you support for improving the democratic process in 
Annapolis? 
Progress has been made in improving transparency in the General Assembly over the past four 
years, with greater access to online tools for the public, the posting online of committee votes, and 
increased audio and video coverage of legislative deliberations. Much still remains to be done, 
however, including posting of subcommittee votes, committee amendments and votes, and the 
institution of a system to allow constituents to sign up to testify online the day before a committee 
hearing so they don't have to spend all day in Annapolis waiting to testify. Do you support these 
improvements, and do you have others you’d like to offer? Are you willing to support 
special elections to fill legislative vacancies? Do you support stripping the party central 
committees of the power of appointment, which ultimately lies with the Governor? 

I believe that effective grassroots governance requires transparency and and proactive 
evolution of the practices we use to engage residents. I am a strong supporter of posting 
subcommittee and amendment voting records online, and I also believe that all legislative 
proceedings should be live-streamed and archived. Additional transparency procedures I 
would like to see created are linking lobbyist and donor information to bill filings. In much 
the way that fiscal notes accompany legislation, Maryland should also list which lobbyists 
and clients have filed paperwork to work on that legislation. Moreover, the state should 
attempt to link donor information to bills, so that the public can see how much money 
lawmakers have received from entities with an interest in the legislation they will be voting 
on.

On the question of legislative vacancies, I am a strong proponent of special elections to 
replace the current appointment process (assuming there is enough time to pull together a 
vote). While I respect the work of the party central committees, the appointment process is 
not designed to factor in policy outcomes in the same way voters are able to hold 
candidates accountable in elections. Using the democratic process to fill vacancies is a 
common-sense reform and will increase transparency and accountability for our elected 
officials.

2. Do you support combined reporting for corporations doing business in Maryland? Do 
you support a luxury tax to increase revenue? 
Maryland is one of the wealthiest states in the US. Unfortunately, some of our state’s wealthiest 
residents and most successful corporations avoid paying their fair share of taxes. Assessing 
luxury taxes and requiring that businesses file combined tax reports would generate revenues and 
help small and local businesses compete. Please explain briefly.



Challenging corporate influence on policymaking and ending trickle-down economics in 
Maryland are two of my key campaign platforms. In recent years, the state has cut taxes 
for millionaires, yacht owners and arms dealers while claiming we have insufficient funds 
for school overcrowding, Bay restoration, and our pension fund. Using the claim that 
residents and jobs are fleeing to Virginia, lawmakers have succeeded in bringing failed 
trickle-down economic theories to Maryland. It's time to fight back, not just by supporting 
combined reporting, but also by banning corporate contributions to state candidates. The 
problem of money in politics is one of the most serious challenges facing progressives both 
nationally and in Maryland, but 22 states have already banned corporate contributions, and 
deep Blue Maryland is not one of them. Lastly, I would of course support a luxury tax to 
raise revenue, and in general I would oppose traditional race-to-bottom corporate welfare 
as we've seen with Lockheed Martin, Bechtel, Costco, Netflix, “black liquor,” and in many 
other instances.

3.What measures will you propose to improve the criminal justice system? 
The juvenile justice scandal in Baltimore raises immediate concerns, and Maryland’s prison 
population has nearly tripled to over 22,000 since 1980. People of color are disproportionately 
arrested, convicted, and incarcerated. This is a civil rights issue. Would you advocate for 
legislation and policies establishing creative approaches to crime and rehabilitation 
--alternatives to incarceration? Please explain briefly.

This issue is near and dear to my heart, as I've spend time organizing on death penalty 
repeal and other criminal justice issues with the ACLU, Demand Progress, the Innocence 
Project and more. Our exploding prison population is one of the largest unaddressed social 
justice issues of our time, and the problem goes far beyond the failings of the War on 
Drugs. Nearly 1/3 of new prison admissions is for parole violations, rather than new crimes, 
and we currently have the world's highest incarceration rate. Meanwhile, nearly half of 
inmates have been found to have mental health issues. In short, we are dealing with 
extremely complicated policy issues by simply jailing people en masse and sweeping these 
social issues under the rug.

My campaign literature and materials have from the beginning emphasized ending mass 
incarceration and the failed War on Drugs, and I've fought diligently to push these issues 
into the political mainstream in Maryland. To focus this problem on our problematic policy 
mindset and the public's supposed appetite for punitive justice, I would like to work in the 
long-term on de-felonizing nonviolent crimes, so that we can end draconian prison 
sentences for nonviolent offenders. Moreover, I would like to work in the school system to 
end our “zero tolerance” policies and racially disparate enforcement of school discipline. 
The schools to prison pipeline is a key place to start tackling the problem of mass 
incarceration. Lastly, if it doesn't pass this session, I hope to help push “ban the box” 
legislation to remove barriers to reentry into society from offenders leaving the correctional 
system. Making it impossible for nonviolent residents to work only exacerbates recidivism, 
and it is time for us to start making policy rather than continuing to use legislation to “send 
a message” about crime.

4.Do you support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day?
In 2013, the General Assembly passed a law providing for same day voter registration, but only 
during the early voting period. The State Administrator of the Board of Elections objected to 
providing same day registration on Election Day itself, when the vast majority of votes are cast, 
claiming that it was not feasible. Do you support expanding same day voter registration to 



Election Day, and if so, what steps would you take to see it become law?

Election day registration is an achievable, common-sense reform in Maryland. We've now 
approved no-fault absentee voting, early voting, and online registration in the state, and 
expanding same-day registration is the next obvious reform to tackle the rightwing 
movement to restrict voting rights around the nation. As we know from same-day 
registration programs in other states, this reform allows campaigners to effectively mobilize 
traditionally under-engaged segments of the electorate such as new residents, young 
voters, people of color, and immigrant-based communities. I spent five years working at the 
Takoma Park-based electoral reform organization FairVote, and I am confident I can bring 
my subject-matter knowledge and understanding of Maryland politics to help advance 
Election Day registration through grassroots organizing and effective advocacy with my 
future colleagues in Annapolis. And to help get this all done, I hope to help launch a 
progressive caucus that will galvanize lawmakers from around the state around justice-
oriented legislation.

5.Do you support enacting state campaign finance reforms?
Currently, there is too much corporate influence on elections. Do you support voluntary public 
financing of campaigns for state office in a manner that would allow candidates to receive 
funding after demonstrating significant community support?

As noted above, I believe that an outright ban on corporate contributions in Maryland will 
send a critical statement about our state's political values. But we need to implement a 
clean elections system to provide candidates an alternative to corporate and industry-
funded elections. I'm refusing corporate contributions in my own race, and I was 
encouraged to see that Montgomery County is now poised to build a public finance 
matching system for local elections. I am confident we can make this system a success 
and build pressure on the legislature to create a parallel system for state elections. This will 
cost money, but I actually believe the policy outcomes that may flow can help offset some 
of this cost, if it leads to a reduction in senseless corporate welfare and other abuses of the 
policy process.

Human Rights

6 Do you support a comprehensive gender identity law for Maryland, including public 
accommodations protections?  
The transgender community has been fighting to be included in statewide civil rights protections 
since 2007. While there are ordinances in Montgomery, Howard and Baltimore counties, as 
well as Baltimore city, there is no statewide law (as there is in 17 states, DC and Puerto Rico) to 
go along with the sexual orientation anti-discrimination law passed here in 2001. Will you 
actively lobby the legislative leadership to make it happen?

Ever since serving as a student organizer in the early 2000's, I've advocated for 
nondiscrimination in public accommodations for the trans community. My college, Tufts 
University, was at the epicenter over student organizing battles over gender-neutral 
bathrooms and other non-heteronormative policies, and I did not hesitate in helping move 
these issues on campus, years ahead of their discussion in legislative bodies around the 
nation. If elected to the House of Delegates, you can count on me to be a vocal advocate 
and organizer, not just for transgender non-discrimination, but also for LGBT issues more 



broadly and other disempowered constituency groups.

7.Would you support legislation and policies to begin a transition to a publicly-financed 
health care system for Maryland? 
After the passage of federal legislation (ACA aka Obamacare), it falls to the Maryland State 
government to establish “exchanges” to provide healthcare to people in our state. Do you agree 
that Healthcare is a Human Right? How would you lead efforts to improve healthcare in 
Maryland? Please explain briefly.

I believe Maryland should join Vermont in seeking to move the state's ACA implementation 
to a single-payer health care system. One of my good political friends is a Progressive 
Party lawmaker in Vermont and is helping lead the charge for single-payer in that state. His 
successes have made me optimistic that in Democratic-controlled Maryland, this should be 
a serious discussion in the General Assembly. After all, there's no reason the 
pharmaceutical and insurance industries should profit at the expense of taxpayers and 
health outcomes. But unlike Vermont, Maryland does not have a progressive third party to 
push Democrats along the way. That's again why I support creation of both a progressive 
caucus, as well as lowering of the thresholds for ballot access for third parties.

8. Will you support the decriminalization of possession of small amounts 
of marijuana? 
In 2013, a bill to decriminalize the possession of small amounts of marijuana passed the State 
Senate with 30 votes. The chair of the House Judiciary Committee did not allow the bill to be 
voted on either in committee or on the floor of the House of Delegates. Will you support    
decriminalization, and, if so, what specific actions will you take to ensure the bill’s passage 
in the General Assembly?

In line with my views on ending mass incarceration, I believe the War on Drugs in Maryland 
is an unjust waste of money. Even in liberal Montgomery County, black residents are over 
3 times more likely than white residents for marijuana possession, and this costs taxpayers 
in the state between $100 and $200 million a year. The Marijuana Policy Project has 
donated to my campaign, and I plan to help lead the charge, not just to remove jail time as 
a penalty for possession, but also to move Maryland toward a more sensible policy of 
taxing and regulating marijuana as we do with alcohol sales. Just as with marriage equality, 
the public is increasingly on our side, but many lawmakers are hesitating without good 
political or policy justification. It's time for Maryland to be a leader on this issue.

9.Do you support an increase in the minimum wage, and if so, what is the hourly wage that 
you would recommend that the General Assembly adopt?
Maryland’s minimum wage, currently tied to the federal minimum wage, is $7.25/hour. Economic 
analysts across the political spectrum agree that, it is extremely difficult for a family to survive on 
this level of income. In 2013, a bill to raise the minimum wage failed to pass a House committee 
vote. Additionally, will you support indexing that wage level to obviate the need to keep 
returning to this fight in the future?

I am in favor of a living wage, and even with the state's likely passage of a $10.10/hr 
minimum wage, we are almost certainly going to fall short of this goal. This is mainly due to 
the fact that indexing wages to inflation was removed from the minimum wage legislation 
currently moving forward. Estimates place a living wage at $13.20 or more per hour, 
depending on where in the state that you live, and with no indexing in our $10.10 bill, the 
buying power of Maryland residents will diminish over time. But given current political 



realities, it appears that we will be advocating to implement a wage index in coming 
sessions. I welcome the fight and the organizing opportunity.

10. Will you support legislation to require employers to provide at least seven days of sick 
leave per year? 
A bill requiring employers to provide at least seven days of sick leave per year received an 
unfavorable report in the House Economic Matters Committee in 2013. Do you support this bill?
Will you support legislation to extend employees’ rights to unpaid leave to all Maryland workers? 
Federal law currently requires that employees be given as much as 13 weeks of unpaid leave in 
case of illness or other conditions of the employee or a close family member. Federal law, 
however, only applies to employers with more than 50 employees. Half of Maryland businesses 
meet this requirement, so the other half of Maryland workers get no family leave protection at all. 
In 2013, a bill to provide six weeks of unpaid family leave to employees of Maryland businesses 
with at least 15 employees did not pass. Do you support this legislation?

Maryland lawmakers are slowly but surely beginning to move tough social justice 
legislation. But when it comes to economic justice issues, the Chamber of Commerce and 
other industries still hold sway over policy outcomes in Annapolis. Sick leave is just the tip 
of the iceberg on stalled workforce issues, which include parental leave and an indexed 
minimum wage. Meanwhile, issues such as universal child care are not even on the radar. 
Not only am I committed to passing paid sick leave legislation, but I believe we must build 
a grassroots movement for economic justice that creates political incentives for ongoing 
legislative efforts. Most of these proposals are not at all radical, as other states and nations 
have successfully implemented programs for paid parental leave and universal child care. 
Maryland can and should lead on these issues.

The Environment and Transportation

11. Do you believe we should prioritize fracking or spend our resources on developing 
green energy sources? 
There is a nationwide boom in hydraulic fracking in America today, giving us a greater degree of 
energy independence than we’ve seen in years. However, there are serious environmental 
consequences to such drilling, and there has been a moratorium on fracking in Maryland to give 
the government time to study the current state of the art. What are your thoughts about 
fracking in Maryland, in anticipation of the government study? How serious must the 
environmental degradation be for you to ban fracking? Are you concerned about the future 
of western Maryland’s tourist and farming industries if fracking is permitted?

We need to stop subsidies and regulations that encourage the production of dirty fossil 
fuels. It is hard to take the party establishment seriously on climate change when they are 
trying to bring fracking to Maryland and build a large fracked gas export facility in the state. 
Being an environmentalist is not just about promoting renewable energy, it is also about 
rejecting dirty energy sources. This is the only way to ensure that the cost of fossil fuels 
reflects their environmental impact and that renewable energy is not just a novelty. When 
gas prices were over $4 a gallon, everyone was talking about renewables. But we need to 
ensure that wasn't just a policy fad, and we have an opportunity to do it by saying no to 
fracked gas. The relative pricing of energy is a key consideration here, and leads me to 
queston the rush toward fracking independently of the environmental degradation. 
Alongside these issues related to the energy market, I have grave concerns about the 



potential public health hazards from fracking, including water contamination and negative 
impacts on farming.

12. What is your vision for an efficient, environmentally friendly, regional transportation 
plan for the 21st century?
A recent editorial in The New York Times related to their mayoral campaign, and focused on public 
transportation, said, “Few things more directly affect the quality of a day, the stability and 
prosperity of a life, than the ability to get to work. And few are more vital to the larger economy — 
of the city and region — than the transportation system that makes it possible. Veins and 
arteries: everybody needs them.”  Clearly this statement applies to Maryland as well, primarily to 
both Baltimore and the DC suburbs. What are your plans, now that the gas tax has been 
raised, to prioritize public transportation projects such as the Purple Line, CCT and 
Baltimore Red Line? Do you support plans to extend Metro to BWI as it is being extended 
to Dulles? Do you have any thoughts on the institution of high-speed or next-generation 
maglev rail in the northeast corridor? 

I've worked directly with the advocacy groups attempting to build the political climate for 
the Purple Line and rapid transit in Montgomery County. But even with the gas tax, it is 
unclear that we have funding lined up for all of our state's transit priorities. Additionally, our 
bond funding is now constrained by our past highway spending. That's why we must start 
pushing transit funding levels equal to or greater than road funding. Unfortunately, we have 
a limited pool of transportation infrastructure funds for the forseeable future, yet we 
continue moving new highway projects. These auto-based policies come with great 
environmental costs, create sprawl, and lead to expensive infrastructure costs for an 
inefficient amount of people. To re-frame the policy conversation, we must start shifting 
funding from roads to transit and truly “lockbox” these funds. Our priorities should be the 
Purple Line, CCT, and Montgomery County's new rapid transit network. But we've also got 
to work with our regional partners to start committing funding to metrorail and MARC 
improvements. If we can find funding for these top priorities, then we can begin to look at 
bullet rail/maglev and other more expensive transit proposals. That being said, I'm 
intrigued by the Japanese government's recent offer to front half of the capital costs for a 
maglev system from DC to Baltimore.

13. Will you be supportive of legislation requiring labeling all genetically modified products 
(GMO’s) so that consumers know what they are eating?
Several states are considering passage of a GMO labeling bill which would mandate the labeling 
of products containing genetically modified ingredients.

Yes. Monsanto and other players in the agricultural industry have spent millions in other 
states to defeat GMO labeling legislation. But Maryland can lead on this issue and push 
other states to follow. There are strong arguments about the untested nature of GMO food 
products and potential public health effects. But there are equally compelling reasons to 
discourage GMO products, particularly regarding the exploitation of farmers around the 
world. Monsanto in particular has used GMO patents to sue and filed claims against 
hundreds of family farms. In many instances, GMO industries induce farmers to use their 
patented seeds instead of traditional seed re-use methods without crop yield or other 
economic benefits for these farmers. Once again, industry titans are attempting to strong 
arm small businesses and consumers, and Maryland has a chance to fight back.

14. Will you actively support legislation to save the Chesapeake Bay?



Recently, after a series of public hearings, Takoma Park, MD's City Council (as well as 
the Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park) passed regulations prohibiting 
cosmetic use of pesticides on lawns and landscapes. Since the use of pesticides is 
directly linked to several forms of cancer, as well as endocrine disruption, and is 
detrimental to the fish and wildlife in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, will you support 
and advocate for: 

a. the elimination of cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, schools, 
highways, parks and other government facilities?

b. Encourage Maryland county and municipal governments to follow the example of 
Takoma Park and ban its use?

Begin a public education campaign to discourage the routine cosmetic use of 
pesticides around homes and gardens.

I will support and advocate for all of the aforementioned policies. With respect to cosmetic 
pesticides (and many other issues), the government itself should be a role model and 
leader in its own practices and procurement policies. Moreover, launching a public 
education campaign explaining the negative impacts of cosmetic pesticides will help build 
the political support to expand these practices to other jurisdictions. If you can recall with 
the halted use of CFC's due to ozone layer concerns, it is possible to end voluntary use of 
products that lead to environmental hazards.

15. Do you favor extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” statewide and implementing 
a 5 cent deposit on bottles? 
Montgomery County enacted legislation in 2011 that placed a five-cent charge on each paper or 
plastic carryout bag provided by retail establishments to customers at the point of sale, pickup 
or delivery. Retailers retain 1 cent of each five-cent for the bags they sell. The revenues from this 
charge are deposited into the County’s Water Quality Protection Charge fund. This effectively 
shifts the burden of litter clean up costs from taxpayers to consumers, who have a choice to avoid 
the 5-cent charge by bringing reusable bags. An industry consortium led by Owens-Illinois (glass) 
and Alcoa (aluminum) and major state environmental organizations e.g. the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, Maryland League of Conservation Voters, strongly favors a Maryland “bottle bill,” 
legislation which generally requires a 5 cent deposit on sealed metal, glass or plastic containers. 
Enactment of this legislation would reduce litter, create recycling jobs and supplement 
ongoing recycling programs. Do you favor enactment of a 5 cent per container “bottle bill” in 
Maryland?

I am a big proponent of policies like the bag tax, that encourage consumers to confront the 
environmental consequences of small actions. Though these policies alone will not solve 
our climate challenges, they are a small step in the right direction. Moreover, the 
consciousness-raising benefits of these policies can help encourage a culture of re-use 
that will aid in future policy struggles, like the bottle bill. Even during my years in college in 
Massachusetts, it was clear that the state's bottle deposits helped keep our streets clean. 
Many residents returned bottles for the refunds, and others yet gathered littered containers 
to supplement their earnings. We can do the same in Maryland.

Education and the Economy

16 What approaches would you support to maintain education excellence in Maryland and 
address the education achievement gap? 
To address  crushing higher education costs for students, the Oregon legislature recently 



unanimously enacted “Pay it Forward, Pay it Back” higher education funding legislation. The 
Oregon legislation directs the state’s education commission to develop a plan for consideration by 
the legislature in 2015 under which students would pay nothing for tuition while attending college, 
paying instead 3% of their income each year for the next two decades or so to cover the costs of 
future students. Education loans from big banks would no longer be necessary. Do you favor 
similar legislation Maryland? If not, what other approaches to reducing higher education 
costs for Maryland students do you favor? Despite an award-winning public education 
system, Maryland faces an achievement gap. Please explain your ideas to overcome this 
problem. 

I believe Maryland should take a problem-solving approach to tuition costs that encourages 
innovation. As a result, I would favor fleshing out and testing an Oregon-style approach in 
Maryland. In the meantime, I think we need to acknowledge that keeping college affordable 
costs money and requires the public to make higher education spending a priority. This 
means building the political will to resist revenue reductions like sunsetting the millionaires 
tax, cutting estate taxes, and other trickle-down economic giveaways. Meanwhile, 
governments should launch public education campaigns to promote community colleges 
as lower-cost entry points to a degree. In an era of for-profit colleges and certification 
programs, too many young Marylanders end up with massive amounts of debt from for-
profit institutions, some of which are not accredited. A robust community college system 
can provide a better, more cost-effective alternative for many Maryland students.

With respect to the achievement gap, it seems clear that many of these negative outcomes 
are tied to residential segregation and demography. As a result, I don't think there is an 
honest path to tackling the achievement gap without addressing root challenges in 
affordable housing, poverty, English as a second language, and more. Class sizes are 
exploding in Montgomery, and in our part of the county, we have surging enrollment from 
FARM students and children who speak English as a second language. To do right by 
these young Marylanders in the short term, we must reduce class sizes, and we have to do 
it now. We can't tackle the achievement gap without lowering the student to teacher/staff 
ratio. It's time for Montgomery County to get its fair share of school funding. 

17. Do you support the concept of a state bank in Maryland? Inspired by the Bank of North 
Dakota, legislators in several states, including Maryland, have proposed the creation of a state 
bank. In North Dakota, the nine-decade old bank serves as a depository for all state tax collection 
and fees, and deposits are reinvested in North Dakota in the form of loans, thereby enhancing the 
availability of credit in the state.

I would support creation of a state bank in Maryland, and in particular, I would hope to use 
the deposits to provide loans for small businesses and students. Too often our economic 
development policies have focused on corporate welfare for multinational and multistate 
corporations.  Meanwhile, numerous studies highlight the benefits to the local economy 
from small business spending and loans. A state bank would not have the same profit-
motives as the big banks, and could help provide much-needed financial services and 
capital for Maryland residents typically at the mercy of private banks.


