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Better government  

1. What steps do you support for improving the democratic process in 
Annapolis? Progress has been made in improving transparency in the General 
Assembly over the past four years, with greater access to online tools for the public, 
the posting online of committee votes, and increased audio and video coverage of 
legislative deliberations. Much still remains to be done, however, including posting of 
subcommittee votes, committee amendments and votes, and the institution of a 
system to allow constituents to sign up to testify online the day before a committee 
hearing so they don't have to spend all day in Annapolis waiting to testify. Do you 
support these improvements, and do you have others you’d like to offer? Are you 
willing to support special elections to fill legislative vacancies? Do you support 
stripping the party central committees of the power of appointment, which ultimately 
lies with the Governor? 

 
The General Assembly’s recent transparency efforts have been woefully insufficient 
and inadequate. We must do more to move in the direction of engaging the public in 
our conduct of the people’s business 
 
In my view, the current online tools brought our state government from the 18th 
century to about 1995 technology levels. The system is not intuitive, not easy to use 
and lacks many very basic components. The current system is designed to 
discourage public participation in a number of disturbing ways: 
 

a. A resident who wants to testify on a bill must appear in person, one hour 
before the start of a 1:00 p.m. hearing, to sign up on a computer system 
that is not available online.  

b. A prospective witness must provide as many as 35-50 copies of his or her 
testimony. 

c. Committee chairs have thus far been unwilling to make the order in which 
bills will be called available for the public, so as to cut down on the 
amount of time a witness will need to wait prior to the particular bill being 
heard. 

d. Subcommittee votes are not made available online. 
e. There is no video whatsoever of floor proceedings in either the State 

Senate or the House of Delegates. 
f. The audio services provided are through an out of date and ill-equipped 

program that often crashes at times of high demand. 
g. Committee proceedings in the State Senate are not videotaped, 

proceedings in House committees only have video of witnesses and not 



legislators and in both cases, access to both the audio and video is not 
easy to find online. 

 
Additionally, I would support programs to educate members of the public on how to 
navigate the often-complex process of Annapolis during the legislative session. We 
can and should do more to engage the public in meaningful participation in the 
process of legislation and policymaking. 
 
I would advocate for special elections for state legislative vacancies, with the entire 
process conducted by mail so as to save costs., It would be useful to see on a 
smaller level how such elections might work in Maryland. States like Oregon now 
conduct all elections by mail, with no apparent problems having been identified. The 
ability to engage more voters and to save money on election infrastructure and 
administration is a goal worth considering seriously. 
 

2. Do you support combined reporting for corporations doing business in 
Maryland? Do you support a luxury tax to increase revenue? Maryland is one of 
the wealthiest states in the US. Unfortunately, some of our state’s wealthiest 
residents and most successful corporations avoid paying their fair share of taxes. 
Assessing luxury taxes and requiring that businesses file combined tax reports 
would generate revenues and help small and local businesses compete. Please 
explain briefly. 

 
Yes, emphatically. I have been an outspoken supporter of combined reporting for a 
number of years. It is simply wrong as a matter of both morals and good policy to 
allow businesses to make money in Maryland but not to pay their fair share of the 
burden of providing the services that make Maryland and Montgomery County such 
a wonderful place to live and work. I would also reinstate what was commonly 
referred to as the “millionaires’ tax” as a means of having upper income residents 
pay their fair share of taxes in our state. 
 

3. What measures will you propose to improve the criminal justice system? The 
juvenile justice scandal in Baltimore raises immediate concerns, and Maryland’s 
prison population has nearly tripled to over 22,000 since 1980. People of color are 
disproportionately arrested, convicted, and incarcerated. This is a civil rights issue. 
Would you advocate for legislation and policies establishing creative approaches to 
crime and rehabilitation--alternatives to incarceration? Please explain briefly. 

 
Much of what passes for criminal justice policy in Maryland, as elsewhere over 
the past generation, has revolved around building more prisons and then creating 
the need for those prisons by prosecuting and incarcerating more of our 
residents (usually minority) for nonviolent crimes involving drugs. This appalling 
policy has extended to the juvenile justice system as well. Some progress has 
recently been made due to the outcry over the prospect of building a new juvenile 
facility in Baltimore with capacity that far exceeded any realistic current 
expectation of a population to fill it.  
Some progress has been made. Not a lot, but some. We still have laws that 
grossly favor incarceration over treatment and rehabilitation. We still incarcerate 



too many minority youth for drug offenses. We still give too much deference to 
police officers who routinely violate the rights of our residents. Fundamental 
reform is urgently needed, and it will take those with the intimate knowledge of 
how the current system truly operates (as distinct from how it claims to operate) 
to reform it legislatively, and then to be vigilant to ensure that our courts and 
other institutions do not continue the “look the other way” mentality that has 
brought us to this point. 
 
 

4. Do you support expanding same day voter registration to Election Day? In 
2013, the General Assembly passed a law providing for same day voter registration, 
but only during the early voting period. The State Administrator of the Board of 
Elections objected to providing same day registration on Election Day itself, when 
the vast majority of votes are cast, claiming that it was not feasible. Do you support 
expanding same day voter registration to Election Day, and if so, what steps would 
you take to see it become law? 

 
Voting rights and voting issues generally is an area in which I have developed a 
great deal of expertise as an attorney and an advocate. As I understand it, the 
administrator of the State Board of Elections has claimed that same day registration 
on the actual day of election is unconstitutional. I do not believe this to be the case 
as an attorney, and would therefore support a law allowing for same day registration. 
In the event such a law were determined to be unconstitutional; I would support 
passage of a constitutional amendment to remedy this issue. Once I am elected, I 
will use the leverage of my network of relationships built over almost a decade of 
advocacy in Annapolis as well as my legal expertise to push for passage of either a 
statute or a constitutional amendment. 
 

5. Do you support enacting state campaign finance reforms? Currently, there is too 
much corporate influence on elections. Do you support voluntary public financing of 
campaigns for state office in a manner that would allow candidates to receive 
funding after demonstrating significant community support? 
 
Yes. I have advocated for many years for a publicly funded campaign finance 
system. I believe that the influence of corporate money in politics distorts our politics 
to the detriment of progressive causes, and I will continue my advocacy as a 
member of the House of Delegates. 
 
I applaud the County Council for taking the first steps to bring a public financing 
system to Montgomery County. I am hopeful that this system will be a model for a 
statewide, voluntary system of public financing in the near future. I will also be 
testifying in favor of this bill before the County Council on March 4. 

 
Human Rights  
 



6. Do you support a comprehensive gender identity law for Maryland, including 
public accommodations protections? The transgender community has been 
fighting to be included in statewide civil rights protections since 2007. While there 
are ordinances in Montgomery, Howard and Baltimore counties, as well as Baltimore 
city, there is no statewide law (as there is in 17 states, DC and Puerto Rico) to go 
along with the sexual orientation anti-discrimination law passed here in 2001. Will 
you actively lobby the legislative leadership to make it happen? 

 
Yes. I have actively advocated for this bill every year since 2008. For the past three 
years, I have served as the chair of the legislative committee of Gender Rights 
Maryland, the state’s only organization focused exclusively on this issue. 
 
During the 2014 legislative session, I have worked closely with Senator Jamie 
Raskin and Delegate Bonnie Cullison to persuade legislators to support the bill, and 
to provide legal research and drafting assistance to this effort. Just last week, the 
Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee passed a comprehensive gender identity bill 
by a vote of 8-3. I worked closely with Senator Raskin to help persuade the three 
Democrats who voted no in 2013 to all vote yes this year. Earlier today, the bill 
passed second reading on the Senate floor with an amendment that strengthens the 
protections for transgender individuals. Third reading will be early next week. 
 
In the House, Delegate Cullison and Delegate Luke Clippinger are leading the whip 
effort. It is anticipated that by the time the bill comes to a vote on the House floor, the 
votes will be there to pass the bill in its current form. This is a major step forward for 
Maryland’s transgender community. 
 
In 2008, I represented a coalition of voters to successfully defend the Montgomery 
County gender identity ordinance from being put on the general election ballot. 
 
In 2011 and 2012, I lobbied and testified before both the Howard and Baltimore 
County Councils during the passage of the two county ordinances in those 
jurisdictions. 

 
7. Would you support legislation and policies to begin a transition to a publicly-

financed health care system for Maryland? After the passage of federal 
legislation (ACA aka Obamacare), it falls to the Maryland State government to 
establish “exchanges” to provide healthcare to people in our state.  
Do you agree that Healthcare is a Human Right? How would you lead efforts to 
improve healthcare in Maryland? Please explain briefly. 
 
Health care is a human right. The disastrous roll-out of the Maryland exchange is 
cause for concern, but not for abandonment of the health care expansion that the 
ACA represents. I see a publicly-financed, single payer form of health care as the 
ultimate goal at both the state and federal levels. How and when we arrive at that 
desired goal is unclear, particularly in light of the stumbles that the new system has 
experienced with both the federal and state exchanges. 
 
With respect to health care generally, there are major issues regarding access to 
health care and appropriate reimbursement levels. These issues are particularly 



acute for women and even more so for women of color. It is all well and good to 
provide “health care,” but if there are not sufficient providers (such as for abortion 
and other women’s health issues) and if reimbursements are not at a high enough 
level to encourage those providers that are in the system, then our advances will be 
hollow indeed. Our residents will be paying for health care that is increasingly 
meaningless. 

 
8. Will you support the decriminalization of possession of small amounts of 

marijuana? In 2013, a bill to decriminalize the possession of small amounts of 
marijuana passed the State Senate with 30 votes. The chair of the House Judiciary 
Committee did not allow the bill to be voted on either in committee or on the floor of 
the House of Delegates. Will you support decriminalization, and, if so, what specific 
actions will you take to ensure the bill’s passage in the General Assembly? 

 
Yes, I support legalization. I would support immediate decriminalization while 
continuing to press forward towards the ultimate goal of taking drugs out of the 
hands of drug dealers and bringing the trade in marijuana out of the shadows. Such 
action would also provide substantial revenue for the state which can be directed to 
appropriate treatment for those who need it, as well as important initiatives such as 
universal pre-K. 
 
As I wrote on my campaign website not long ago on the issue of marijuana and 
mass incarceration: 
 

For a generation encompassing the entirety of my legal career, our criminal 
justice system has been fixated on the “War on Drugs.” At one point, the 
belief was that we were making our communities safer by getting “tough” on 
minor drug offenders. As an attorney who has represented more than a 
thousand defendants in misdemeanor and felony criminal cases, I never 
subscribed to this view. What I saw instead, over the course of so many 
cases over 20 years, was that my clients were disproportionately African-
American and Hispanic. 
 

  * * * 
 

We have taken a generation of minority young people and prosecuted them 
for minor drug and other non-violent offenses and handed out sentences 
(often with mandatory minimums) that were unduly harsh. Lives were ruined 
by the stigma of a criminal conviction and lengthy sentence of incarceration. 
 
I support immediate decriminalization and eventual legalization of marijuana, 
for two reasons. First, it is past time that we recognize the racial 
discrimination that has gone on for too long. Second, such changes would 
provide a substantial revenue stream for our state that could be dedicated to 
urgent priorities such as education, the environment and job creation. As 
someone who has seen first-hand the unfairness and irrationality of the 



current War on Drugs for more than 20 years, I believe that I am uniquely 
qualified to participate in the creation of both a new regulatory plan and a 
better criminal justice system. 

 
 

9. Do you support an increase in the minimum wage, and if so, what is the hourly 
wage that you would recommend that the General Assembly adopt? Maryland’s 
minimum wage, currently tied to the federal minimum wage, is $7.25/hour. Economic 
analysts across the political spectrum agree that, it is extremely difficult for a family 
to survive on this level of income. In 2013, a bill to raise the minimum wage failed to 
pass a House committee vote. Additionally, will you support indexing that wage level 
to obviate the need to keep returning to this fight in the future? 

 
Yes. I have been active in lobbying the County Council over the past several months 
in support of the regional compact that will raise the minimum wage in Montgomery 
and Prince George’s Counties and the District of Columbia. 
 
I also support a minimum wage increase at the state level and testified to this effect 
before the House Economic Matters Committee earlier this month. The 2012 Self 
Sufficiency Standards promulgated by the University of Washington School of Social 
Work make clear that cost of living issues are not limited to Montgomery County. I 
believe that the $10.10 minimum wage proposed at the state level is insufficient both 
on the merits and as a strategic gambit, as it won’t come close to providing a living 
wage in the vast majority of Maryland counties, and (2) it will almost assuredly be 
nibbled and negotiated to death in the General Assembly this year. I approve of the 
long term plan proposed by gubernatorial candidate Heather Mizeur to increase the 
minimum wage to $16.70 by 2022. 
 

10. Will you support legislation to require employers to provide at least seven 
days of sick leave per year? A bill requiring employers to provide at least seven 
days of sick leave per year received an unfavorable report in the House Economic 
Matters Committee in 2013. Do you support this bill? 

 
Yes. This is a common sense bill that appears to have real momentum toward 
passage this year. Marylanders should not have to choose between recovering from 
illness or taking themselves or a child to a doctor on the one hand and losing a job 
on the other. In the event that the bill does not pass this year, I will co-sponsor and 
actively support it in 2015 and for as long as it takes to pass it.  
 
Will you support legislation to extend employees’ rights to unpaid leave to all 
Maryland workers? Federal law currently requires that employees be given as 
much as 13 weeks of unpaid leave in case of illness or other conditions of the 
employee or a close family member. Federal law, however, only applies to 
employers with more than 50 employees. Half of Maryland businesses meet this 
requirement, so the other half of Maryland workers get no family leave protection at 
all. In 2013, a bill to provide six weeks of unpaid family leave to employees of 
Maryland businesses with at least 15 employees did not pass. Do you support this 
legislation?  



 
Yes. See above. It is grossly inappropriate that the United States is the only western 
country that does not have paid leave for parents – the number one reason 
employees lose a job is the birth of a child, which is terrible policy. This bill does not 
do all that should be done, but is a start in the right direction. I will support this bill 
both in 2014 as an advocate and if necessary, as a delegate in 2015 and beyond.  

 
The Environment and Transportation  

11. Do you believe we should prioritize fracking or spend our resources on 
developing green energy sources? There is a nationwide boom in hydraulic 
fracking in America today, giving us a greater degree of energy independence than 
we’ve seen in years. However, there are serious environmental consequences to 
such drilling, and there has been a moratorium on fracking in Maryland to give the 
government time to study the current state of the art.  
 
What are your thoughts about fracking in Maryland, in anticipation of the government 
study? How serious must the environmental degradation be for you to ban fracking? 
Are you concerned about the future of western Maryland’s tourist and farming 
industries if fracking is permitted?  
 
Maryland must look to sustainable and appropriate development alternatives as we 
move forward. I am in favor of a shift toward green jobs and other economic 
development consistent with our values on environmental and other critical issues. 
Fracking is anathema to all of these considerations. In addition, I believe that 
fracking would be highly damaging and destructive of Western Maryland’s position 
as a destination for tourism and recreation, as well as to its viability for farming. 
 
I support continuing the current moratorium until we have more detailed answers as 
to the many questions surrounding fracking. I have concerns about the 
constitutionality of an outright ban on fracking, and to the extent that this may be a 
problem, I am in favor of serious and sustained regulation of the practice that will 
avoid the pitfalls that have been experienced by other states.  
 
 

12. What is your vision for an efficient, environmentally friendly, regional 
transportation plan for the 21st century? A recent editorial in The New York 
Times related to their mayoral campaign, and focused on public transportation, said, 
“Few things more directly affect the quality of a day, the stability and prosperity of a 
life, than the ability to get to work. And few are more vital to the larger economy — of 
the city and region — than the transportation system that makes it possible. Veins 
and arteries: everybody needs them.”  
 
Clearly this statement applies to Maryland as well, primarily to both Baltimore and 
the DC suburbs. What are your plans, now that the gas tax has been raised, to 
prioritize public transportation projects such as the Purple Line, CCT and Baltimore 
Red Line? Do you support plans to extend Metro to BWI as it is being extended to 



Dulles? Do you have any thoughts on the institution of high-speed or next-generation 
maglev rail in the northeast corridor?  
 
I have long been an advocate for forward thinking on transportation issues, including 
exploration of high speed rail in the corridor between Washington and Boston. In a 
more immediate sense, while I am pleased to see the Purple Line moving forward, I 
am concerned that the announcement of a public private partnership (P3) for the 
Purple Line has resulted in an attitude that “well, we’re done with that” on the part of 
many state and local leaders. P3s have a terrible track record around the country 
and the world, and as a legislator who is invested in the Purple Line’s success, I 
intend to remain engaged and vigilant to ensure that we do not allow the P3 vendor 
to cut corners and build and operate a shoddy, second rate transit system. 
 
I am convinced that we can no longer simply find our way out of our transportation 
problems by building more roads. It simply does not work. But simply throwing 
billions at “transit” and being satisfied is equally dangerous. We must think creatively 
– transit, bus rapid transit, high speed rail, creating more walkable and accessible 
communities that help residents give up their reliance on cars, and similar 
innovations. I support and will vote for funding for systems that match this notion. I 
will be loath to support major new roads or development that simply perpetuate stale 
and outmoded visions of development and transit. 
 

13. Will you be supportive of legislation requiring labeling all genetically modified 
products (GMO’s) so that consumers know what they are eating? Several states 
are considering passage of a GMO labeling bill which would mandate the labeling of 
products containing genetically modified ingredients.  
 
Yes. I am actively supporting this bill now, serving as part of an advocacy group in 
Annapolis that originated from Progressive Neighbors on this bill. Consumers have a 
right to know what they are feeding themselves and their children. I anticipate 
continuing this fight for the remainder of the 2014 session and beyond.   
 

14. Will you actively support legislation to save the Chesapeake Bay? Recently, 
after a series of public hearings, Takoma Park, MD's City Council (as well as the 
Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park) passed regulations prohibiting the 
use of pesticides on lawns and landscapes. Since the use of pesticides is directly 
linked to several forms of cancer, as well as endocrine disruption, and is detrimental 
to the fish and wildlife in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, will you support and 
advocate for:  
a. The elimination of cosmetic use of pesticides on state public land, schools, 

highways, parks and other government facilities?  
b. Encourage Maryland county and municipal governments to follow the example of 

Takoma Park and ban its use?  
c. Begin a public education campaign to discourage the routine cosmetic use of 

pesticides around homes and gardens.  
 
One of the major areas I have been stressing in my campaign is environmental 
issues. See my website. The most important environmental issue in Maryland is the 
health and welfare of the Chesapeake Bay. It is my view that while some progress 



has been made on environmental issues, much remains to be done and too many 
bills have been the subject of intense lobbying efforts that resulted in the goals of the 
bills being pared down. I will stand firm against such lobbying efforts and the desire 
of leadership to be “reasonable” on environmental issues. There is no issue more 
critical to the long-term survival of our society than this. 
 
Pesticide use and reporting is an important component of the overall approach to 
environmental issues. Pesticides cause major health and environmental damage. In 
the current legislative session, Maryland has for the first time taken a step (albeit a 
small one) towards developing a pesticide reporting system. Senator Roger Manno 
of Montgomery County and Delegate Steve Lafferty of Baltimore County have led 
this effort, which appears likely to result in a system that will provide a complete 
picture of pesticide use over the course of three years, funded by increases in the 
fees paid by major chemical companies such as Monsanto. 
 
I will advocate for expanding the Takoma Park program on a statewide level. I note, 
however, that it is likely to be a lengthy process of developing the political will and 
educating the public as to the need for this type of system. Even the limited reporting 
system currently under consideration has met with major resistance and has been 
fought for several years prior to this session. That said, these are the kinds of major 
issue campaigns that have long motivated my involvement in politics and my current 
campaign for office. 
 

15. Do you favor extending the Montgomery County “bag tax” statewide and 
implementing a 5 cent deposit on bottles? Montgomery County enacted 
legislation in 2011 that placed a five-cent charge on each paper or plastic carryout 
bag provided by retail establishments to customers at the point of sale, pickup or 
delivery. Retailers retain 1 cent of each five-cent for the bags they sell. The revenues 
from this charge are deposited into the County’s Water Quality Protection Charge 
fund. This effectively shifts the burden of litter clean-up costs from taxpayers to 
consumers, who have a choice to avoid the 5-cent charge by bringing reusable 
bags.  

 
An industry consortium led by Owens-Illinois (glass) and Alcoa (aluminum) and 
major state environmental organizations e.g. the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
Maryland League of Conservation Voters, strongly favors a Maryland “bottle bill,” 
legislation which generally requires a 5 cent deposit on sealed metal, glass or plastic 
containers. Enactment of this legislation would reduce litter, create recycling jobs 
and supplement ongoing recycling programs.  
Do you favor enactment of a 5 cent per container “bottle bill” in Maryland?  
 
Yes. Montgomery County’s bag fee has been enormously successful, reducing 
disposable bag usage by about 70% in the first year of adoption, and raising over $2 
million in revenue to help mitigate stormwater pollution aw of February 2013. The 
County’s leadership here is a successful test case for an integrated approach to 
proactively reducing litter and ensuring that efforts to clean up and restore our 
waterways have sufficient and secure funding. 
 



States that have established beverage container deposits have much higher 
recycling rates for those containers, which represent a disproportionate amount of 
litter compared to their overall share of the waste stream. A well-conceived bottle bill 
can complement existing recycling programs to increase recycling rates for bottles 
and cans, and help cut down a major source of litter impacting our streams and 
waterways.  
 
I grew up in a state (Connecticut) that established a bottle bill when I was a child. I 
saw first-hand the positive effects of the bill with respect to eliminating a major 
source of pollution and creating a revenue stream for environmental purposes.) 
 

Education and the Economy  
 

16. What approaches would you support to maintain education excellence in 
Maryland and address the education achievement gap? To address crushing 
higher education costs for students, the Oregon legislature recently unanimously 
enacted “Pay it Forward, Pay it Back” higher education funding legislation. The 
Oregon legislation directs the state’s education commission to develop a plan for 
consideration by the legislature in 2015 under which students would pay nothing for 
tuition while attending college, paying instead 3% of their income each year for the 
next two decades or so to cover the costs of future students. Education loans from 
big banks would no longer be necessary. Do you favor similar legislation Maryland? 
If not, what other approaches to reducing higher education costs for Maryland 
students do you favor?  

 
Despite an award-winning public education system, Maryland faces an achievement 
gap. Please explain your ideas to overcome this problem.  
 
I am in favor of an Oregon-type higher education system. Higher education costs 
over the past generation have spiraled out of control. As a result, a college education 
is increasingly out of the reach of too many of our fellow citizens without resort to 
massive student loans that are financially unsustainable. Even worse, there is no 
escape from these loans, not even bankruptcy except in the most rare of 
circumstances. I am convinced that this student loan “bubble” is likely to be the next 
serious financial crisis that this country will face. While the state legislature does not 
have full power to address these concerns, programs like that proposed in Oregon 
and other innovative programs will provide at least some degree of relief from this 
situation. 
 
The achievement gap in Maryland’s primary and secondary schools is in my view the 
next major issue facing this State. It combines issues of racial and ethnic 
discrimination, both in the present and historically, economic justice, social justice, 
and the future of our state’s economy. There is no single legislative proposal that will 
fully address the achievement gap. It is going to require sustained attention and 
oversight, and a willingness to consider new and innovative ideas that are consistent 
with other core values. As I note on my website, research shows that one of the best 
ways to begin to address the achievement gap is to reach at-risk children at an 



earlier age, specifically by way of expanded access to pre-K programs. I am of the 
belief that such programs should be made available to all. 
 
Additionally, as I also note, it is imperative that the state updates the Thornton 
funding formulas and fully funds the results of that process. 
 

It must be stressed that while these are two important steps, they are but a small 
part of the ultimate process of ensuring that education and the opportunity to 
succeed in our state is made available to every child, without regard to race, 
ethnicity or socioeconomic status. 
 

17. Do you support the concept of a state bank in Maryland? Inspired by the Bank of 
North Dakota, legislators in several states, including Maryland, have proposed the 
creation of a state bank. In North Dakota, the nine-decade old bank serves as a 
depository for all state tax collection and fees, and deposits are reinvested in North 
Dakota in the form of loans, thereby enhancing the availability of credit in the state. 
 
Yes. Simply by virtue of the volume of funds, the state has economic power that has 
for too long gone unused. By leveraging the power of its funds, the state can act 
more broadly in support of its expressed values. A state bank would be a very good 
place to start. 
 

18. Will you support converting defense-related industries in Maryland into non-
military institutions? The State of Connecticut recently enacted policies aimed at 
“diversifying or converting defense-related industries to other nonmilitary products, 
emphasizing environmentally sustainable and civilian product manufacturing.” Would 
you advocate for similar legislation and policies? Please explain briefly.  
 
Yes. I am in favor of legislation and policies that are environmentally sustainable in 
general. While Maryland is not as dependent on defense spending as is our 
neighboring state of Virginia or my home state of Connecticut, we should always be 
focused on encouraging the creation of jobs that are consistent with our broad 
values. 

 
19. How will you promote job creation? Please provide specifics on how you would 

promote job creation and job retraining in Maryland. Are there changes in the 
Maryland tax system which may be appropriate to encourage job creation and job 
retraining?  

 
Do you support the right of Maryland’s private and public sector workers to have 
collective bargaining rights and union representation? 
 
I support programs that will develop and nurture jobs that are consistent with our 
broader values – jobs that are green, environmentally sustainable and that call for 
the educated work force that Maryland’s schools and colleges are in a position to 
create. I see much of what presently passes for “economic development” as a race 
to the bottom to see which state will give away the most tax money to lure jobs that 
are likely to be temporary in nature, and unlikely to pay the kind of wages that we as 
a state should demand. I firmly believe that jobs nurtured from the start in Maryland 



are infinitely more likely to result in positive outcomes than businesses lured from 
other states in this manner. It is also critical that Maryland schools and universities 
begin the process of orienting at least some aspects of their curriculum to this new 
direction. 
 
With respect to collective bargaining, it is my view that the greatest period of 
economic growth and income equality in this country coincided with the period when 
the labor movement was at its strongest – the period from the end of World War II to 
the early 1970s. This is no accident in my opinion. When labor does well, the 
economy does well. Since that time, we have seen an erosion of workers’ rights and 
stagnant wage growth, and the economy has gone through tumultuous periods of 
boom and bust. Supporting increased collective bargaining is a bedrock principle for 
me, one from which I will not waver. 
 

20. What is your position with regards to the Maryland estate tax?  
What is your position on the proposal to increase the estate tax exemption for family-
owned business property to $5 million+, and limit the estate tax rate imposed on 
family-owned business property above $5 million+ to no more than 5%?  
 
I am vehemently opposed to the current proposal to “recouple” the Maryland estate 
tax exemptions to their federal counterparts. It is irresponsible, financially reckless 
and not grounded in sound policy in any way. Draining our state revenues by more 
than $100 million per year into the indefinite future based on the unfounded 
assertion that wealthy Marylanders will otherwise leave the state is a 
dumbfoundingly bad decision. The fact that it will benefit the already most well off 
among our state residents is simply appalling. I have yet to see any suggestion of 
how the State will replace the revenue caused by this estate tax change. 
 

Housing  
 

21. Do you support legislation to stabilize rent increases at 5%/year and require 
landlords to provide just cause for refusing to renew a lease? Nearly one third 
of Maryland residents live in rental housing, and the number of Maryland renters 
increases every year. Yet since 2000, the median rent for Maryland residents has 
increased approximately two-thirds, pricing many families out of their homes. In 
2013, a bill was introduced in the House of Delegates to stabilize rent increases at 
5% per year and require landlords to provide a just cause for refusing to renew a 
lease.  

What other actions would you take to promote affordable housing and expand 
renters' rights? In the 2013 Legislative Session, a bill (HOME Act) was introduced to 
end discrimination of apartment applicants because of their source of income. Would 
you support this bill if elected? 

Yes. In District 20, the percentage of renters is over 40%. It is critical to the continuity of 
our community that we provide better stability and predictability for renters. While our 



rental stock has risen, rental costs have skyrocketed, pricing many of our longtime 
renters out of the community altogether. I supported Delegate Sheila Hixson’s 2013 just 
cause eviction bill (HB 315) as well as the 2014 version (HB 843), and was disappointed 
to see it receive an unfavorable report from the Environmental Matters Committee. 

I also support the HOME Act. Renters should not be discriminated against based on 
their source of funds, be it a governmental subsidy, the payment of alimony, or other 
non-wage income. 


