
Thank you, Progressive Neighbors, for inquiring about the background, qualifications, and 

platform of the candidates for the Clerk of the Montgomery County Circuit Court in this year’s 

primary election.  My responses follow. 

  

Alan Bowser - General Background 
  

I am a graduate of Princeton, Johns Hopkins, and the Georgetown University Law Center, with 

extensive professional experience as an attorney, economist, and senior executive in the public 

and private sectors, and extensive experience as a community activist.  I am a strong advocate for 

progressive issues, including civil rights, women’s rights, worker’s rights, environmental 

protection, affordable housing & renters’ rights, public transportation, immigrants and health 

care. 

  

A former United States Deputy Assistant Secretary for Basic Industries in the Department of 

Commerce, serving under Secretaries William M. Daley and Norman Mineta, I also served as a 

senior staff member of the World Bank Group, and a Director of the Petroleum Finance 

Company, Ltd.  I specialize in transportation, energy and environmental issues.   

  

I served as Chief of Staff/Confidential Aide to former Montgomery County Councilmember-at-

Large Duchy Trachtenberg.  I am currently an attorney in private practice in Silver Spring, 

Maryland.  I am President of the Park Hills Civic Association in Silver Spring, and member of 

the Save Ten Mile Creek Coalition, and the Board of Directors of Conservation Montgomery, 

Safe Silver Spring, and the Sligo Creek Golf Association. 

  

Qualifications. 

  

My education, legal training, professional experience at all levels of government, my 

commitment to neighborhoods and diverse communities, and my progressive advocacy make me 

well-qualified to serve as the Clerk of the Montgomery County Circuit Court. 

  
 I am a graduate of Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, the School of 

Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University and the Georgetown University Law Center. 

 I have valuable policy and organizing experience at the federal, state, county and community levels 

 I have relevant management experience.  As a member of the federal Senior Executive Service, I managed 

the largest group of federal civil servants in the U.S. Department of Commerce’s International Trade 

Administration, with responsibility for budget, planning, and human resource issues.  I had direct 

management responsibility for three large offices and nine divisions, with more than 120 employees. 

 I have always been an advocate for progressive issues, with emphasis on immigrant rights, women’s issues, 

civil rights, voting rights, health care, environment, transportation, housing, and public safety. 

 I have extensive legal and court experience, as a member of the Maryland Bar, practicing in Silver Spring, 

and have had matters before the Courts of Montgomery County, Prince George’s County, Carroll County, 

Howard County, and the District of Columbia. 

 I believe in civic engagement and have very extensive community experience from my participation in 

Conservation Montgomery, Executive Committee & Secretary; Montgomery County Civic Federation, 

Vice President; Sligo Creek Golf Association, Inc., Executive Committee; Safe Silver Spring, Inc., 

Executive Committee; Silver Spring Citizens Advisory Board, Chair, Neighborhoods Committee; Silver 

Spring Arts & Entertainment Advisory Committee, Member; Silver Spring Town Center, Inc., President; 

Adviser, Safe Ten Mile Creek Coalition; Democratic Precinct Chair, Silver Spring, Montgomery County 

Democratic Central Committee  



My issue advocacy in Montgomery County encompasses transit issues (Purple Line, Bus Rapid 

Transit, natural gas vehicles), environmental issues (Ten Mile Creek, Anacostia watershed, Sligo 

Creek & Long Branch Creek, tree canopy preservation), public safety issues (increased Spanish 

speaking MCPD officers, multi-lingual emergency services, MCPD outreach to immigrant 

communities); affordable housing (zoning code, master plan development, MPDU issues, renters 

rights including rental stabilization and renter protection); employee/workers rights (minimum 

wage, collective bargaining, health care); voting rights (early voting, same day registration); civil 

rights (no discrimination based on race, sex, age, gender, disability, religion, creed, or national 

origin). 

  

Past Achievements. 
  

I have had the honor and privilege of participating in many important organizations and groups 

over my professional career and have many proud achievements. 

  

In Montgomery County, I was the first African American male appointed Chief of Staff at the 

Montgomery County Council, working for former Councilmember at Large Duchy 

Trachtenberg. I currently serve as a member of the County Executives’ African American 

Advisory Group, and recently was Vice President of the Montgomery County Civic 

Federation.    I have also served on the Department of Permitting Services Advisory 

Committee.  In 2012, I received the County Executive’s Award for Excellence in the Arts and 

Humanities. 

  

In Silver Spring, I am the President of the Park Hills Civic Association, and a member of the 

Presidents’ Council of Silver Spring Civic Associations. I am currently a member of the Silver 

Spring Arts & Entertainment Advisory Committee.  I have served as a member of the Silver 

Spring Citizens Advisory Board, chairing its Neighborhood Committee for many years. I was 

also President of the Silver Spring Town Center, Inc., and the founder of the Silver Spring Blues 

Festival and the Silver Spring Arts Salon.  I am a member of the Coalition of Purple Line 

Neighborhoods and the Residential Wayne Purple Line Task Force. 

  

In Washington, DC, at the U.S. Department of Commerce, I was the first African American 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce in the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Trade & 

Development, International Trade Administration.  I held a senior staff position in the Corporate 

Secretariat of the World Bank Group. I’ve held important staff & volunteer positions with 

Democratic campaigns, including foreign policy adviser & Speechwriter, Jesse Jackson for 

President; Speechwriter, Dukakis for President; Campaign staff & volunteer, Gore-Lieberman 

2000, Obama for President, Ike Leggett for County Executive, O’Malley for Governor, and 

Jamie Raskin for Maryland Senate. I was the youngest staff member of President Carter’s 

Presidential Commission on World Hunger, Executive Office of the President.  I also served as a 

Legislative Assistant for Judiciary & Foreign Affairs, U.S. House of Representatives, Office of 

George W. Crockett, Jr. (Democrat – Michigan).  I have served as Speechwriter to Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs Jesse Brown, to Deputy Administrator Linda Hall Daschle, Federal Aviation 

Administration, and to Administrator Rodney Slater, Federal Transit Administration. 

  

Why You Would Be Effective 



  

There are many reasons why I would be effective as—and why Montgomery County residents 

should vote for Alan Bowser for—Clerk of the Montgomery County Circuit Court, including 

  

        I have professional experience with Court Administration as a practicing attorney. I 

have been a consumer of Circuit Court services for nearly 20 years, representing clients 

in Montgomery County, Prince George’s County, Carroll County, Howard County, and 

the District of Columbia. 

        As a Montgomery County attorney, I will be sensitive to the practical needs of the 

County Bar with regard to its interaction with the Office of the Clerk. 

        I regularly provide pro bono legal services to individuals, many single parents, with 

limited means. 

        I have very extensive community-based advocacy experience, with broad knowledge 

of Montgomery County’s diverse population.  I would draw on that experience to develop 

outreach programs for the Circuit Court to increase public understanding of the Court’s 

functions. 

        I have a broad understanding of and appreciation for technology and its uses in the 

professional office environment that would facilitate the adoption of new 21
st
 century 

business practices to the Clerk of the Courts office. 

        I will be a consistent and strong advocate for improving the public’s access to justice. 

        I will be a staff-friendly administrator and manager. 

        I would bring a progressive philosophy to the Clerk’s Office that would foster 

increased access to the courts and which would be supportive of working class families, 

communities of color, the disabled, the LGBT community, and low income individuals 

who need Court services. 

        If elected, I would be the first African-American elected to lead the administration of 

Montgomery County Courts in the County’s history, since 1775. 

  

In my campaign for Clerk of the Montgomery County Circuit Court, I have emphasized these 

progressive issues:  Building a 21
st
 Century Courthouse; Timely implementation of Electronic 

Filing; Diversity in the Courthouse; Community Outreach & Engagement; Increasing Juror Pay; 

Cameras in the Courtroom,  Addressing these progressive issues will empower working class 

people to be able to more effectively access Montgomery County’s Courts. 
 In support of a 21

st
 Century Courthouse, electronic filing will enable, among other things, self-represented 

and individuals of limited financial resources to file legal actions without hiring an attorney, thus enabling 

more Montgomery County residents to access the justice system. 

 An emphasis on community outreach and engagement will help to educate communities of color—which 

have been hesitant to engage the court system--about our system of laws and the value of courts in 

resolving domestic and business disputes. 

 Fostering a conversation about increasing juror pay could lead to an increase in jury pay that would benefit 

individuals who are hourly workers, workers who work for commission, and those individuals who do not 

get reimbursed by their employers for jury service. 

 Fostering a conversation about cameras in the courtroom could lead to a more open, transparent, and 

accountable justice system whereby all of Montgomery County resident’s would be able to see the justice 

system in action. 

 My election as the first African-American Clerk of the Montgomery Circuit Court would be an historic one, 

signaling that participation in the County’s justice system is evolving, and opening up to all members of 

our diverse community. 



Goals If Elected 
  

In short, my top goals as Clerk of the Montgomery County Circuit Court would be to 1. Continue 

the excellent level of service to customers; 2. Timely implement new technologies, including 

electronic filing; 3. Emphasize outreach to Montgomery County communities that are hesitant to 

access Montgomery County Courts; 4. Effectively advocate on behalf of the State judicial bench, 

the State bar, law enforcement, and customers of the Clerk’s office; and 5.  Lead the Office of 

the County Clerk with vision, integrity and energy. 
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