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progressiveneighborsmd.org

PN4Change@gmail.com

Budget & Tax

1.What is your vision of taxation and spending in Montgomery County?
Some revenue sources include property tax, bag tax or a potential business
tax similar to what Fairfax County imposes. How do you think we should
raise money?

After several years of austerity, we are finally recovering from the fiscal crisis.
I am sympathetic to the challenges our residents faced during the economic
downturn and I am disinclined to increase their tax burden significantly as we
recover. It is important to remember that county government only has the powers
delegated to it under state law, and counties’ ability to tax is limited by state law.
We have already maxed out our income tax potential and county voters have
imposed limits in our charter that prevent property tax increases above a formula
based upon inflation.

2 . In good times what are your spending priorities? How would they differ
in hard times? If you ranked human safety net services, education,
transportation and libraries for county spending, how would you rank them
and why?

In good times my spending priorities are schools, transportation and public
safety. In hard times preserving safety net services becomes even more
imperative because so many people are suffering. As Chairman of the Health
and Human Services Committee, I have consistently worked to increase funding
to provide access to health care, services for the homeless and other programs
affecting the county’s neediest residents. I will continue to do all I can to protect
services for the poor, sick, elderly, homeless, disabled, mentally ill and abused
and abandoned children.

3. How would you ensure that taxes/fees do not unduly impact those with
lower incomes?

I have always sought to provide equity in tax policy with the greatest burdens
falling on those with the greatest ability to pay. See my answer to question #1
regarding the constraints imposed on us by state law and the county charter.

4. Do you have any innovative approaches to income and wealth
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disparities? Please share them.

Ike Leggett recently called me “a warrior against poverty” for my efforts to assist
county residents who most need help from government. I enthusiastically
supported the county’s minimum wage increase and the Working Families Tax
Credit. I sponsored the Montgomery Cares program which will allow over 31,000
residents without insurance to see a doctor this year alone. I am confident that
with combination of new health exchanges available under the Affordable Care
Act, the expansion of Medicaid, and the continuation of the Montgomery Cares
program, we will achieve universal access to health care in Montgomery County
in my next term. I have been among the council’s most vigorous advocates for
affordable housing.

Affordable Housing

While renters in Montgomery County account for 25-30% of households,
the affordable rental housing supply continues to shrink. In 2009 the Tenant
Work Group, convened by Ike Leggett, expressed the following concerns:

• Unaffordable rent increases
• Fear of retaliation for voicing concerns about the property
• Unreasonable month-to-month surcharges
• Crime and safety

5. What can you and the County Council do to support the County’s
250,000 renters?

The best way to increase availability of affordable housing is to increase the
availability of housing generally. I support concentrating and expanding economic
activity, including new housing, in the county’s targeted opportunity areas that
are or will be well served by transit. I have strongly supported the county’s
Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit (MPDU) requirements and have worked both to
strengthen and modify them to adapt to economic realities and changing
circumstances. In both the Long Branch and Glenmont Master Plans, the
Planning Board recommended changes to zoning that would incentivize the
demolition and replacement of existing market-affordable apartment buildings. I
did not support those changes and the County Council instead adopted a plan for
preservation of those buildings. The County Council’s decisions to increase the
minimum wage and support the Working Family’s Tax Credit will also
substantially benefit tenants. Further, I have been the leading advocate for the
use of Housing Initiative Fund dollars to provide deep rental subsidies for our
very poorest residents. Finally, I am exploring a program whereby property tax
credits may be made available to landlords who rent apartments at below-market
rent.

Transportation & Infrastructure
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6. How do you propose funding the Purple Line and the Corridor Cities
Transitway (CCT) RTS/BRT has been accepted as a way to decrease
gridlock in the future; how will you work to assure that funding is
available and that communities are part of this solution?

I have been a consistent voice for increased investment in both public
transportation and roads. I helped to found Purple Line Now!, an advocacy group
that has played a major role in coalescing public support for this needed
transitway and persuading Governor O’Malley to select the master plan
alignment as Maryland’s locally preferred alternative. I strongly support the
Corridor Cities Transitway. I support the concept of Bus Rapid Transit and
secured funding for preliminary planning for the Veirs Mill Road and Georgia
Avenue Bus Rapid Transit routes. My office organized a statewide transportation
summit in November, 2012 that helped build support for the Maryland General
Assembly’s decision in 2013 to replenish the state’s Transportation Trust Fund.
The increase in the Maryland State Gas Tax, which I strongly supported,
guarantees funding for many of our transportation priorities. Of course, none of
these can come to fruition without an active partnership with our state and federal
governments and I have worked constructively to encourage this partnership.

7. What can the Council do to promote telework, vanpools, and carpools?

I have cosponsored Bill 12-14 which would require the county to establish
telecommuting guidelines for its own employees. Montgomery County currently
offers a 50% credit against the personal property tax imposed on businesses for
purchase of home computers for at-home work stations. I would support other
incentives to promote telework, vanpools and carpools.

8. School construction has fallen behind in projected Capital Budgets. How
will you work with the Montgomery County Delegation in Annapolis to
insure adequate capital budgets for MCPS?

I have been, and continue to be, in very close communication with our delegation
in Annapolis to ensure our collective voice is heard. This communication includes
advocating for our MCPS capital budget needs.

9. Since approximately half of the students in the County do not go to
college what should the county be doing in economic development to
ensure that these graduates find jobs?

A healthy and growing economy is the first requirement to increase employment
opportunities. The most important thing we can do to keep our economy
competitive is build the promised mass transit improvements: Purple Line,
Corridor Cities Transitway and Bus Rapid Transit on key corridors. We must also
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maintain the high quality of our K-12 education system and continue to invest in
Montgomery College for workforce development. We should take pride in our
status as an International Gateway and market ourselves as a place where
business can be conducted in every language, with a highly-skilled workforce
that contains more foreign-born residents than any other jurisdiction in Maryland.
I am impressed with the Montgomery Business Development Corporation’s
recent efforts to assemble data that would be useful to a business considering a
new location. I support revitalization efforts focused in the East County including
Takoma/Langley, White Oak and Long Branch to increase economic
opportunities and amenities for the residents of those communities.

I enthusiastically supported the minimum wage increase passed last December
which raises the minimum wage in Montgomery County to $11.50 per hour by
2017. I championed contracts for domestic workers who might otherwise work
below minimum wage and without vacation or benefits, and I supported the
county’s living wage law to ensure county contractors pay their employees a
fairly.

New Development and the Environment

10. It is obvious that our infrastructure needs are not being met as the
county continues to grow. How should and can the County Council review
and impact proposals for development that will create significant
infrastructure issues such as: Traffic and transportation; water and sewer; power,
gas, phone and cable; preservation of the environment; health; and small business.

The Planning Board approval process requires review of the impact of every new
development. I support the concept of our Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance,
and we will continue to work to calibrate the costs county government imposes
on new development with the impacts of that development.

However, this question poses a false truism, that it is “obvious” that our traffic
and overcrowded schools are the result of new development. In fact, every
successful community has traffic and the influx of students into our excellent
schools has occurred even in portions of the county where no new development
has been allowed.

Population growth is not something to fear. Our growing population provides the
consumer base that enables us to enjoy the high quality of life, lively arts,
entertainment, restaurants and other amenities available to us in Montgomery
County. It provides us with a diverse and cosmopolitan community. While
population growth brings challenges, we would not want to be a community that
is losing population. Further, if we were to prevent the construction of new
residences, it is likely that the strong economy and high quality of life in the
Washington, D.C. area would continue to attract new residents to neighboring
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jurisdictions, who would drive on Montgomery County roads and travel longer
distances to jobs in the county and in Washington, D.C. Planning Board staff
estimate, for example, that more than half of daily trips on Route 29 originate
outside Montgomery County already.

The root of the word “progressive” is progress. I completely dispute the concept
that to be “progressive” is to adopt a reactionary agenda of resisting change and
resenting newcomers. If the premise of the question is that we should charge
higher fees on new development, it is important to keep in mind that Montgomery
County already charges by far the highest impact taxes on new residential units,
and we further impose additional transportation and schools impact tests beyond
the per-residence tax. Here is a chart developed by the state legislature’s
Department of Legislative Services identifying the rate of impact taxes and fees
on new residences in those Maryland jurisdictions who impose them, as of 2013:

Anne Arundel Impact Fee $ 11,616
Calvert Excise 12,950
Caroline Excise Tax 5,000
Carroll Impact Fee 533
Charles Excise Tax 13,139
Dorchester Excise Tax 3,671
Frederick Impact Fee/Excise Tax 15,185
Harford Impact Fee 6,000
Howard Excise Tax/Surcharge $ 2.37/sq. ft.
Montgomery Impact Tax 39,450
Prince George’s Surcharge 22,355
Queen Anne’s Impact Fee $ 4.72/sq. ft.
St. Mary’s Impact Fee 4,500
Talbot Impact Fee 6,625
Washington Excise Tax $ 1.00/sq. ft.
Wicomico Impact Fee 5,231

I passed legislation in 2013 to require the county to work with Pepco, WSSC,
Washington Gas, Verizon and other utilities to coordinate digging so that when
roads are resurfaced, water mains are simultaneously replaced and utility lines
can be undergrounded. As the Purple Line begins construction, I will work with
utilites to take advantage of the opportunity to bury as many utility lines and pipes
as possible while excavation is occurring. This principle is known as “dig once.”

11. What changes in the County Master Plans are required to ensure that
smart, sensible, environmentally sound growth is a continued priority? How
will you support development that does not take down trees and disturb
watersheds?

In general, I have been happy with the smart growth vision promoted by the
Planning Board. I supported the White Flint, Great Seneca Science Corridor,



6

Glenmont, Wheaton, Long Branch and Takoma/Langley master plans, which set
the stage for significantly expanding jobs and housing opportunities at transit
hubs. We will next take up White Oak to concentrate and expand economic
activity and targeted opportunity in the east county. I am working with businesses
and residents in each of these areas.

As Chair of the Health and Human Services Committee, I understand the
importance of trees and clean water to our residents’ health and quality of life. In
March I voted for the 6-15-15 proposal put forth by Councilmember Elrich to
protect Ten Mile Creek from excessive development. Our county is fortunate to
enjoy a lush tree canopy. Forest canopy, including in residential neighborhoods,
has increased since the early years of the 20th century when Montgomery
County was primarily agricultural. I voted in favor of Bill 35-12 to protect trees on
residential lots and require payment for replacement trees where trees are cut
down. However, it is also important to keep in mind that good forestry practices,
safety of persons and property, and efficient electricity distribution, all require
culling and removal of trees that are sick or pose hazards. We should explore
whether NPDES and MS4 rules may be encouraging excessive tree removal and
clear-cutting of lots in some cases to install advanced stormwater retention
facilities. Much of the debate over tree canopy has arisen out of concern over
tear-downs and rebuilds of older housing stock. I supported Zoning Text
Amendment 08-11 which sought to clarify height limits for rebuilt homes.

In addition, I am developing legislation to discourage the use of pesticides and
herbicides and encourage natural and organic lawn care to ensure that we
protect the health of our environment as well as the health of our children.

12. How would you ensure that the Agricultural Reserve continues to be viable as an
economic center and environmentally protected area?

I am a strong proponent of protecting our Agricultural Reserve from development
forever. I have voted against expanding water and sewer in the Agricultural
Reserve to limit new construction. As Council President in 2006, I established the
Ad Hoc Agricultural Policy Working Group to identify strategies to protect the
agricultural reserve into the future. I enjoyed attending the Farming at Metro’s
Edge conference in 2013 which sought to update and modernize those
strategies. I am in frequent contact with county farmers to learn what they need
to keep their business viable. Among the ideas that I’m interested in exploring
further are shared equipment for wineries and a food hub to enable small farmers
to utilize shared equipment and pool the cost of distribution and marketing.

Immigration

13. What can the County Council do to support our immigrant community?
Do you support free, readily available English language classes and other
education programs to help immigrants become full participants in the civic
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life of our County? What other approaches do you favor?

We must continue to expand access to county programs for those with limited
English proficiency. We must recruit more employees with language skills. We
should also ensure that residents from diverse backgrounds have access to
culturally competent health care. To this end, the Health and Human Services
Committee, which I chair, has supported the growth of the African American
Health Program, Latino Health Initiative and Asian American Health Initiative.
We need to engage in an active dialogue with and between all of our diverse
communities. The school system is most families’ primary interface with local
government and is often the focus of efforts to accomplish these goals. We will
also continue funding and expanding adult English education outside the school
system. We are also supporting the Welcome Back Center which assists foreign-
trained medical professionals to qualify for Maryland certification.

Elections and Transparency

14. Maryland is making many improvements in transparency at the state
level regarding hearings and legislation. Given the fact that currently many hearings
and council meetings are televised, how would you improve this
process in the county?

Among the most significant accomplishments of my third term was Bill 11-12,
which I sponsored and which was enacted over County Executive Leggett’s veto.
This legislation requires County Council approval (including procedures for public
input) of the sale or lease of county property. Prior to the enactment of this law,
the executive alone could determine the disposition of public assets worth
millions of dollars. Among the issues giving rise to my introducing this legislation
was the controversy over the Brickyard Road property, which the executive
proposed to lease for soccer fields despite its popular use as an organic farm
and strong public opposition to a change in its use. If re-elected to another term, I
will work to implement this new law in a manner that ensures transparency and
openness without impeding transactions that are clearly in the public interest. I
cosponsored Bill 23-12, the Open Data law, and support its implementation and
expansion. The county has already won awards for its dataMontgomery initiative,
which assists members of the public to navigate large datasets, and there is
much more that can be done to provide online access to government information.
I have requested that the Office of Legislative Oversight advise us on how to
create a Data Innovation Committee comprised of community volunteers with
expertise in large data analysis. This initiative will help the county focus on
achieving core management objectives and evaluating outcomes, beyond the
efforts already underway through the CountyStat program.

15. Should elections be financed with public funds? Should limitations be
placed on private funds, money from development interests and PACs?
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I have co-sponsored, and fully support, Bill 16-14 establishing a system of public
financing for local elections.

Explain why you support a particular option. How can the voters be
assured that elected officials keep the public interest as a priority?

During 12 years on the County Council, I have always cast my votes with the
public interest as my sole priority.

Experience

16. Please describe your professional experiences that will allow you to be
an effective member of the County Council. What organizations have
you worked with and why will that help you to serve the public?

Since I was first elected in 2002, I have brought passion, honesty and integrity to
the County Council. I work hard, and I respond quickly to our constituents' needs.
I am an effective leader, and I get things done.

Montgomery County residents should vote for me because I have learned a lot
during my twelve years in office and I can put my knowledge and experience to
work in a fourth term to help Montgomery County achieve the bright future it
deserves. As Chairman of the Health and Human Services Committee, I want to
continue advocating for those who need the most help from government: the
sick, the poor, the elderly, the homeless, the mentally ill, and abused and
abandoned children. The only way to accomplish our social goals is to attract
new jobs and investment to expand our revenue base. As a member of the
Planning, Housing and Economic Development Committee, I want to continue
the Council’s work promoting smart growth development, updating master plans
for our modern society and attracting jobs. I understand the importance of
attractive and creative planning to ensure cosmopolitan communities that provide
desirable amenities, including schools, parks, trails, libraries, community and
recreation centers and shopping.

Montgomery County is a dynamic, diverse, affluent and sophisticated community
and I have been proud to be part of its governance. Having grown up here,
having worked for Maryland’s U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski, chaired the
county’s Democratic Party for five years and represented the entire county as an
At-Large Councilmember for 12 years, I believe I have a profound understanding
of the county’s needs and its future challenges and opportunities.

17. Progressive Neighbors is committed to supporting progressive
candidates and issues.

• Why do you think that this organization should support your
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candidacy?

• Give an example of a progressive issue that you have supported in
the past 5 years.

I am proud of my record of progressive leadership and results for my
constituents. Progressive Neighbors should support my candidacy because of
my demonstrated philosophical commitment to meeting people’s needs and
moving our community in a more environmentally sustainable direction.

In the last five years, I have supported a wide array of progressive issues
including:

 Maintaining and strengthening a countywide network of health care clinics
providing medical care for the poor and uninsured;

 Adoption of the “Housing First” approach to placing formerly homeless
persons in permanent stable housing and leading the county’s
involvement in the national 100,000 Homes Campaign to identify and
prioritize housing placement for medically vulnerable homeless clients;

 Supporting an increase in the minimum wage to $11.50 by 2017;

Other accomplishments of my service on the County Council have included:

 Enactment of one of the nation’s strongest green buildings laws;
 Adoption of a County Energy Policy that now sets aside 30% of all county

electricity purchases from clean, renewable wind power;
 Co-founding Purple Line Now!
 Co-founding Bethesda Green, a private-public partnership that

encourages sustainable lifestyles and is Maryland’s first green jobs
incubator;

 Sponsoring the Domestic Workers Contract Act, making Montgomery
County the first jurisdiction in the nation to require employment contracts
for domestic employees;

 And many others.


