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Budget & Tax 
 
1. What is your vision of taxation and spending in Montgomery County? Some revenue sources 
include property tax, bag tax or a potential business tax similar to what Fairfax County imposes. 
How do you think we should raise money? 
 
As the current Mayor and former Councilmember of the City of Gaithersburg, I have worked 
closely with municipal budgets since 1978.  During that time, we raised the tax rate only once 
in 40 plus years and I am proud to say we are debt free.  The Montgomery County budget is 
critically important. We must ensure that the budget contains sufficient funding for education 
and our schools, public safety, social programs, and government operations to name a few 
areas. The County must spend its resources wisely and increase efficiency within government 
operations. Before considering raising taxes, the County should first look to economic 
development as a means to increase the tax base and also look for ways to be more business 
friendly. Additionally, the County should hire an inspector general for the school system and 
undertake management audits of the school and county portions of the budget. Overall, I 
believe that the complete evaluation of the County requires the input of the community and I 
look forward to hearing your ideas.  
 
2 . In good times what are your spending priorities? How would they differ in hard times? If 
you ranked human safety net services, education, transportation and libraries for county 
spending, how would you rank them and why? 
 

We have a duty and an obligation to help those in need including those who are struggling to 
pay their bills. Economic inequity is a tremendous problem that must be tackled head on.  We 
also have a duty and an obligation to fund education, transportation and social services.  Due 
to maintenance of effort, we have a responsibility to fund education at certain levels and so 
that must be taken into account when reviewing spending priorities. My spending priorities are 
the same in good time and bad because we must do more to live within our means as a county 
and to reduce the cost of government to ensure that these critical issues are adequately 
addressed.  
 

How would you ensure that taxes/fees do not unduly impact those with lower incomes? 
 
As I mentioned above, before considering raising taxes, the County should first look to 
economic development as a means to increase the tax base and also look for ways to be more 
business friendly. Any proposals to raise taxes, increase revenue, etc., should be vetted and 
discussed with the community through town hall meetings and other public hearings. We need 
to ensure that we do not unduly burden our vulnerable populations.  
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3. Do you have any innovative approaches to income and wealth disparities? 
Please share them. 

 
We must work together to help those in need including those who are struggling to pay their 
bills. There are many programs that are offered throughout Montgomery County both through 
the non-profit community and government programs.  We must do more to help residents 
navigate the waters and make certain that someone who is in need is aware of the programs 
and resources around them.    
 
My wife, Sally, who is a Pupil Personnel Worker for Montgomery County Public Schools several 
years ago, was the founder of SCUP (School Community United in Partnership), which meets 
annually to let the service providers from multiple organizations know each other so that there 
is not a duplication of service and that they are aware of what each offers. I believe we should 
do this more often in a county-wide way. 
 
Affordable Housing 
While renters in Montgomery County account for 25-30% of households, the affordable rental 
housing supply continues to shrink. In 2009 the Tenant Work Group, convened by Ike Leggett, 
expressed the following concerns: 
• Unaffordable rent increases 
• Fear of retaliation for voicing concerns about the property 
• Unreasonable month-to-month surcharges 
• Crime and safety 
 
5. What can you and the County Council do to support the County’s 250,000 

renters? 
 

I believe we need a task force to find the best solution to further identify what factors are 
causing the problem. We also need to hear directly from the housing community on these 
issues and possibly to hold a series of town hall meetings around the County.  
 
Transportation & Infrastructure 
6. How do you propose funding the Purple Line and the Corridor Cities Transitway (CCT) 

RTS/BRT has been accepted as a way to decrease gridlock in the future; how will you 
work to assure that funding is available and that communities are part of this solution? 

 
Transportation is a priority because in so many ways, traffic, congestion and commuting has 
defined our community. We must push for more mass transit options including the Purple Line, 
Corridor City Transitway, Bus Rapid Transit and dedicated bus lanes. With some many of our 
residents relying on metro on a daily basis we must work with WMATA to improve on metro 
and make sure that it is safe and reliable. We must also approach our transportation planning 
and priorities on a regional level and work with our surrounding jurisdictions. Regarding 
funding, it is a priority and we need to both provide adequate funding for specific projects, 
seek possible grant funding and work with the State to provide funding.  
 
 
7. What can the Council do to promote telework, vanpools, and carpools? 



 
 
The County should established public/private partnerships and establish telework centers in 
the different geographic regions to help promote and facilitate telecommuting. The County 
should establish a community carpool working group that reaches out to the home owner 
associations in the County to find ways to increase carpools and vanpools.  
 

Education 
8. School construction has fallen behind in projected Capital Budgets. How will you work with 
the Montgomery County Delegation in Annapolis to insure adequate capital budgets for 
MCPS? 
 
As Mayor of Gaithersburg, I have worked closely with our State Delegation and have directly 
participated in lobbying efforts for bills and legislation that was important for Gaithersburg. 
If I am elected to the County Council, I will continue to work with the State Delegation and 
go to Annapolis to help fight for our fair share of State funds.  

 
9. Since approximately half of the students in the County do not go to college what 
should the county be doing in economic development to ensure that these graduates 
find jobs? 
 

We should be establishing public private partnerships to increase apprenticeship programs, 
ensuring that Junior Achievement programs are available at every high school. It is also 
important that our high schools offer classes in culinary arts, building trades, mechanics and 
cosmetologists as well as many other careers in order to provide options for students to 
succeed on all levels of achievement.  
 
 

New Development and the Environment 
10. It is obvious that our infrastructure needs are not being met as the county continues to 
grow. How should and can the County Council review and impact proposals for development 
that will create significant infrastructure issues such as: 

Traffic and transportation Water and 
sewer 
Power, gas, phone and cable Preservation of the 
environment Health 
Small business 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



11. What changes in the County Master Plans are required to ensure that smart, sensible, 
environmentally sound growth is a continued priority? How will you support development that 
does not take down trees and disturb watersheds? 
 

In Gaithersburg we have found that the charrette process where everyone comes together in a 
very intense planning session, has been the most effective way to plan. It defines what should 
be developed, how it should be developed and how the environment will be protected.  I 
would suggest that before any changes take place that we have this type of dialogue.  
 
 
12. How would you ensure that the Agricultural Reserve continues to be viable as an 
economic center and environmentally protected area? 
 

We must be certain we do not take our natural and environmental resources for granted.  
Whether it is safeguarding our drinking water, reducing pollution or protecting our food 
supply, the earth needs to be appreciated and the way we show our appreciation is by 
protecting it. I will work to protect the Agricultural Reserve as an environmentally protected 
area.  
 

Immigration 
13. What can the County Council do to support our immigrant community? Do you support 
free, readily available English language classes and other education programs to help 
immigrants become full participants in the civic life of our County? What other approaches do 
you favor? 
 

Yes I support free, readily available English classes and other education programs. Through my 
civic leadership, I was involved in creating the Multi-Cultural Affairs Committee for 
Gaithersburg and served on it for many years.  This is a committee where persons of different 
cultures come together to learn from each other.  We need to follow through with establishing 
committees such as this on the County-level. We need to work with community groups, 
nonprofits and others of different cultural backgrounds and perspectives to help advise the 
County Council and the County on legislation and our laws so that our government is more 
responsive.  
  
Elections and Transparency 
 
Maryland is making many improvements in transparency at the state level regarding hearings 
and legislation. Given the fact that currently man hearings and council meetings are televised, 
how would you improve this process in the county? 
 

The County cable channels are already utilized effectively for broadcasting hearings on 
television. However, I believe that more content and information should be accessed online 
and should be easier to find. We should also consider adopting sunshine rules that are 
followed by the federal agencies so that if a group or individuals lobby a particular council 
member regarding active legislation, the meeting should be recorded via an electronic filing 
and made public.  



 
 

14. Should elections be financed with public funds? Should limitations be placed on private funds, 
money from development interests and PACs? Explain why you support a particular option. 
How can the voters be assured that elected officials keep the public interest as a priority? 
 

I believe that the current campaign finance system actually prevents qualified people from 
running for office due to the demands it puts on people to raise money. 
 
Experience 
 
16. Please describe your professional experiences that will allow you to be an effective 

member of the County Council. What organizations have you worked with and why will 
that help you to serve the public? 

 
Since 1998 I have had the honor and privilege of serving my community as the Mayor of 
Gaithersburg and before that a Gaithersburg City Councilmember. I am the only candidate in 
this race with 36 years of experience being an executive, a legislator and a small business 
owner. I have lived my entire life in Montgomery County. I attended public schools here, 
graduated from the University of Maryland and raised a family here. Montgomery County is 
home. I have a background in business and owned a small business that was started by my 
grandparents in 1918.  
 
Over the years, I have worked with many organizations, community groups, nonprofits and 
concerned citizens. I have the experience to be effective on the County Council as a leader and 
a consensus builder. I understand the needs of our community and will work with you to solve 
our problems. 
 
 
17. Progressive Neighbors is committed to supporting progressive candidates and 

issues. 
• Why do you think that this organization should support your candidacy? 

 
I am running for County Council because I believe that I can make a difference and help solve 
the current issues facing our County. I have over 36 years of experience in municipal 
government, and I am someone who is concerned about our County in every way. I want to 
improve our quality of life here in Montgomery County. No area can be overlooked. Education, 
Public Safety, Economic Development, Health Issues the list goes on and on. These are all 
issues I have worked on with the City of Gaithersburg and I believe that my experience makes 
me the best qualified person to represent District 3. As I previously mentioned, I am a 
consensus builder and want to work with you to solve our problems and keep Montgomery 
County moving forward.  
 

Give an example of a progressive issue that you have supported in the past 5 
years. 

 
I have supported many progressive issues over the last 5 years including the 



Dream Act, Marriage Equality and protecting women’s reproductive rights.  
 
 

BIO INFORMATION 
 

Candidate for:  Montgomery County Council District: 3 
 
Name: Sidney Katz 
 
Address: 811 Pointer Ridge, Drive, Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
 
Home phone:  Cell phone: 240-372-0919  E-mail: Sidney@sidneykatz.com 
 
Website: www.sidneykatz.com 
 
Education: 
 
I am a graduate of Montgomery County Public Schools (Gaithersburg Elementary, Gaithersburg Middle 
and Gaithersburg High). 
 
University of Maryland, Bachelor’s in Public Administration  
 
Relevant Experience:  
 
City of Gaithersburg: Mayor 1998 - present, Council Member 1978 - 1998, Planning Commission 1976 - 
1978; Maryland Municipal League: President 2008, First Vice President 2007, Montgomery County 
Chapter President 2005 - 2007; National League of Cities Finance, Administration and Intergovernmental 
Relations Policy Committee 2007; Inducted into the Municipal League Hall of Fame 1998; Graduate and 
Fellow of the Academy for Excellence in Local Governance.  
 
Married to Sally Katz; two children  
  
In addition I am a Past Master of Pentalpha Masonic Lodge #194, and an Honorary member of the 
Gaithersburg Rotary Club. 
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