
1. I have been a great champion for improved transparency and public participation in Annapolis,

and have pushed for expanded use of online tools, the posting of Committee votes, and more

comprehensive audio and video coverage of legislative deliberations. I have also strongly

supported same-day online witness sign-ups by constituents, which should be instituted for my

committee, the Judicial Proceedings Committee, in the 2014 Term. I should say that I have also

made a commitment to really listen to public witnesses who come to testify in JPR and other

committees I serve on; for example, even during our gun safety legislation hearings in JPR, I

stayed for nine hours listening to (and challenging) the hundreds of NRA witnesses who came to

testify. I have done whatever I can to help foster a political culture of openness, transparency

and fairness in Annapolis and in the Senate. And, yes, I will be fighting for replacing party

central committee appointments with special elections, either in-person or by mail, because this

is a requirement of real democracy. I have serious questions about the constitutionality, under

the Equal Protection one person-one vote principle, of an electoral process to recommend a

candidate to the Governor to fill a vacancy in which only two or three people from the relevant

district get to vote on the candidate and then 20 people from other districts get to vote on it! It

is completely possible for someone to get recommended and named without the support of a

single individual from his or her district!

2. Yes, I have always supported it and have always opposed special tax breaks for the 1%.

Progressive taxation is essential to healthy and just democracy.

3. Yes, I have been working hard for criminal justice reform. I was a key force in 2007, my first year

on office, in restoring voting rights to 80,000 former felons who completed their sentences but

were permanently disenfranchised under a state law similar to that of Alabama or Mississippi.

In the coming 2014 Session, my two most relevant bills are: (1) legislation to prevent the

shackling of pregnant women without a finding that it is necessary to prevent escape or harm to

others; and (2) legislation to regulate, tax and legalize marijuana, which will end a major

instrument of racially disproportionate arrest, prosecution, conviction, incarceration,

stigmatization, and marginalization in our state.

4. Yes, I will fight for complete same-day voter registration. I actually introduced the same-day

registration bill for the early voting period when we ran into opposition from the State Board of

Elections about the comprehensive bill. We have shown that same-day registration can work

and I believe that we now have the momentum and the demonstrated results to go with the

complete plan.

5. Yes, I have been a leading champion of campaign finance reform, including public financing

based on the “clean elections” model we have seen in Maine and Arizona. I also wrote a letter

with Delegate Hixson petitioning Congress for a constitutional amendment to reverse the

Citizens United decision which was signed by a majority of the Members of the Senate and

House. In this Session we will be introducing a Resolution for a Constitutional Convention to

consider a “democracy Amendment” that would include a constitutional right to vote and be

represented along with repeal of the Citizens United decision.



6. Yes, absolutely. This has been one of my major priorities in JPR since we passed marriage

equality, which I led the floor fight on last year. When we pass legislation protecting the rights

of the transgendered, we will be very close to completing the statewide LGBT agenda!

7. Yes, absolutely. All of the architects of Obamacare who presumptively took “Single Payer” off

the table thought they were doing the politically clever thing, but the rollout has been a debacle

because of the resulting complexity and opaqueness of this model, which was originally

designed by the Heritage Foundation and the insurance companies. Fundamentally, we need to

have a system that dramatically reduces the bureaucratic transaction costs of the health care

“system” and spends money instead directly on health care, especially preventive services. We

should follow what most of the civilized world has come to—a single payer plan where health

care is a right, not a privilege or a commodity.

8. I will support it--if it is the best we can do in 2014, and I did vote for it and advocate for it in

2013 when it passed the Senate by a vote of 30-17. But I am introducing with Delegate Hixson

and Delegate Kurt Anderson a more sweeping bill to regulate, tax, and legalize marijuana, which

will enable us to gain more than $150 million a year in tax revenue, put the drug dealers out of

business, strike a blow against the reactionary Mexican drug cartels that have corrupted the

democratic government of Mexico, stop the racially disproportionate criminalization and

stigmatization of our own population, treat people 21 years old and up as responsible adults,

and target resources to educate young people, treat mental health problems they are having,

and keep them off of drugs without ruining their lives. Public opinion is moving dramatically on

this question and our role must be to shape public opinion with the best possible information

and analysis to come back with the most comprehensive results.

9. I am a strong champion of increasing the minimum wage to $10.50 and indexing it to inflation.

Had the minimum wage been indexed the last time it went up, we would not need to raise it

legislatively now and people’s wages would not have been so eroded by time, inflation and

political inertia. I also favor an increase in the minimum wage for tipped employees, like

waitresses and waiters, who take a serious hit during economic recessions.

10. I support it, not only as a matter of fairness and decency but also public health. We don’t want

sick employees coming to work!

11. I introduced legislation with Senator Bobby Zirkin, cross-filing it with Delegate Heather Mizeur,

to impose a moratorium on fracking in the state until publicly sponsored health and safety

studies are completed and give us assurances that the water, the land and the people will not be

endangered by the practice. The path of carbon energy is increasingly spent and dangerous, and

we need to be placing public resources behind investment in solar energy, wind energy and

other renewables in order to deal with the cataclysmic and immediate perils of climate change.

12. I fought for last year’s major transportation package and remain a big champion of public transit

to bring rationality, reduced traffic and environmentally sound values to our transportation

system. Motorists actually benefit from the construction of transit projects like the Purple Line

and CCT because they remove a lot of cars from the road, reducing congestion for people who

are driving. I favor any and all plans to reduce automobile traffic and reliance on cars, increase

safe and efficient public transport, and improve high-speed rail possibilities.

13. Yes!



14. Yes, absolutely. I have been proud to introduce, co-sponsor, and champion a lot of big

environmental bills, including Wind Energy and the Green Maryland Act (which requires all state

agencies to use green procurement rules and have recycling and composting plans). I was an

early supporter of the creative pesticide legislation in Takoma Park and support the study and

expansion of this approach.

15. Yes, I have been the lead sponsor of this legislation and think that it would place Maryland in the

forefront of curtailing plastic and paper pollution and litter. I also favor the bottle bill.

16. I strongly favor aggressive approaches to closing the achievement gap, especially reducing

economic injustice and income inequality, which translate into radically different childhood

experiences for wealthy kids and poor kids, in terms of tutoring, music and arts lessons,

academic enrichment activities, access to computers and books, and so on. Meantime, I think

that the Governor should organize the State Department of Education, the State Board of

Education, and the MSEA to hold a conference on using the best teaching and learning practices

to end the achievement gap. We should also mobilize a statewide campaign with the Algebra

Project, the NAACP, and other social action groups to make this a huge public priority. I spend a

lot of my time going into elementary, middle and high schools in District 20 to work with

students and wrote a book, We the Students, which is used in many schools to educate young

people about the Constitution and Bill of Rights.

17. I do. I introduced legislation a few years ago to study the feasibility of creating a state bank, but

it failed to pass in the Finance Committee. The General Assembly needs to seriously examine

the North Dakota State Bank, which has been an immense boon to economic activity in the state

without harming local banks at all.

18. Yes, I have been active on this front. We need to promote conversion from military to civilian

production, which requires us to organize social and economic disengagement from militarism

as a governing ideology and political practice. I am advocating legislation to create a task force

to study such a conversion in the state.

19. I have been a major champion of collective bargaining and the right to organize in the state. I

was the founding chairman of the Maryland Higher Education Labor Relations Board, appointed

by Governor Glendening, and wrote the rules that have enabled more than 8,000 employees on

the state’s university and college campuses to organize into unions and gain participatory voice

in the workplace. With Sheila Hixson, I introduced the legislation that created the Public Schools

Labor Relations Board to provide a neutral arbiter for labor disputes appealed from the

counties. I will continue to promote positive job growth through legislation like Benefit

Corporations, the Green Maryland Act, the Wind Energy Act, and other opportunities to attract

good and green jobs to our state. I have opposed the obscene waste of public resources in

corporate welfare to giants of the military-industrial complex.

20. I have seen no compelling proposal or rationale for alter the Maryland estate tax and cannot

believe that a proposal to benefit the tiny percentage of the population that dies with more

than $5 million in assets would benefit our state.

21. I have been a leader on behalf of tenants’ rights and successfully introduced legislation to

guarantee that tenants are notified in advance of the price of their units in a condo conversion

and given the right of first refusal in purchasing them; there is also a set-aside of a certain



number of units for the elderly and disabled. I also introduced the HOME ACT and got it out of

my committee, and am hopeful that we will get this legislation passed in the future, inscribing

into law the principle that renters cannot be discriminated against because their rental

payments are made up of money from Section 8 vouchers, veterans’ housing vouchers, alimony

and so on. I favor stabilizing rent increases at 5% but would want to make sure that this ceiling

does not become a floor. In any case, it is important to defend the renter population, not only

for the sake of renters and their children but for the sake of the stability and prosperity of our

communities. We should also work to assure that tenants do not suffer retaliation from their

landlords because they exercise their rights under state and local law.

* * * * * * *


