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FIVE WAYS TO
CHANGE THE WORLD IN 2012
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2011 saw more people power than I could have dared to hope. This
time last year who could have predicted that protests in Tunisia, just
then making the news, would lead to the ousting of its president of
23 years; that citizens throughout the Arab World would be inspired
to pour into the streets demanding change; that this, in turn, would
kindle popular resistance with Occupy encampments spanning
from Wall Street to Oakland; that Time magazine would have “the
protester” as person of the year; that issues of corporate power
and income inequality would become topics for conversation at the
dinner table?
And now here we are, at the dawn of another new year. I don’t
know what hindsight will say about the year 2012. However, I do
know that to build upon what happened in 2011 we must keep the
momentum of these popular uprisings going.
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As we head into 2012, I invite you to think about what you can do
to shake things up, make your voice heard and make 2012 another
banner year for people power. Here are five of my favorites ways to
keep making change, in no particular order:

Shrink Oversized Banks
At RAN, we’ve been campaigning against banks with outsized
influence since 2001, and have never felt such a window for deep,
lasting change as we do right now. What can you do to make sure
that the biggest banks know that the days of reaping enormous
sums from bankrupting our economy, foreclosing on our homes,
and polluting our air are over? Send a message that we will not
accept one more dollar invested in dirty energy. Take the pledge to
continued on page 3 > >

Denim icon excludes notorious logger Asia Pulp and Paper

Forest destroyer Asia Pulp and Paper (APP) is having a hard time
holding onto customers these days. In addition to being Indonesia’s
largest paper company, APP has a nasty penchant for clearcutting
Indonesia’s rainforests and disrespecting communities’ rights, and
these abuses are proving to be bad for business.
Despite the company’s deep pockets for slick PR greenwash
campaigns, its tactics aren’t fooling a lot of customers. Over the
past several years, a growing list of major companies have dropped
their contracts with APP, including major U.S. book publishers
Scholastic, Hachette and Simon & Schuster, leading toy companies
Mattel, Hasbro and Lego, fashion giants Gucci and Tiffany and Co.
and office supply stores Staples and Office Depot.
With the release of its new global forest products purchasing policy,
Levi Strauss & Company has become the latest major brand to ban
business with APP, following a major public cancellation with APP
affiliate Mercury Paper at the end of December by Kroger, America’s
largest grocery chain.

The

RAN first approached Levi’s in 2009 to alert the company to possible
controversy in its supply chain linked to APP. Levi’s worked with
RAN to create a policy to address the most recent forest risks and
ensure the company’s forest products purchasing practices do not
contribute to deforestation. The resulting policy not only excludes
controversial fiber supplies linked to rainforest destruction, it also
proactively maximizes the best environmental fibers available.
RAN’s Rainforest-free Paper campaign has been working with
Indonesian and international organizations to alert corporate
customers to the negative social and environmental problems and
reputational risk associated with doing business with APP.

Take Action! Tell APP to stop destroying Indonesia’s
rainforests, abusing forest peoples’ rights and fueling
climate change. Visit www.RAN.org/Rainforest-free-Paper.
You can can help support this campaign!
Make a donation today at RAN.org/give.
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LEVI’s UNZIPS NEW POLICY TO protect rainforests

stop banking with Bank of America — the nation’s leading funder
of coal projects — then join the over 50,000 customers who have
already closed their Bank of America accounts and invest in your
local economy by moving your money to a local bank or credit union.

Occupy Our Food Supply
No less than our financial system, our food system is in dangerous
shape, controlled by corporate interests at the expense of small
producers, our health, and the future of the planet. Occupy Our
Food Supply to help bring an end to corporate exploitations of
our food system. Join the fight for a just Farm Bill in 2012. Tell
U.S. agribusiness giant Cargill to clean up its supply chain and
stop bulldozing rainforests and displacing entire communities in
Indonesia and Malaysia in pursuit of profits.

End Corporate Personhood
This is the year I hope to see an end to the chokehold that corporate
power has on our democratic system. On January 21, the second
anniversary of the devastating Citizens United ruling, I invite you
to join the swelling movement to demand an end corporate
personhood — the egregious legal principle that gives corporations
the same rights as individuals with few of the same limits. Join
with RAN and our allies to Occupy the Courts in a city near you on
January 20 and Occupy the Corporations on January 21. Then, gear
up for an exciting spring packed full of action as we work to force
corporate and political leaders to recognize corporate accountability
as a key issue this election cycle. Let companies who are buying
our democracy know that democracy is by the people and for the
people!

By Rebecca Tarbotton, RAN Executive Director
Keep the Keystone XL Pipeline Off the Map
We all cheered last fall when the plan to permit the Keystone XL
pipeline was delayed, but with political maneuvers forcing President
Obama to make a decision by mid-February the fight is far from
over. Now more than ever, it is crucial to stay committed to the
fight to keep the Canadian Tar Sands in the ground. Keep up on the
ongoing Tar Sands Actions.

Learn, Organize, Lead!
Rainforest Action Network would be nothing without the committed
organizers and activists who participate in our campaigns and form
a part of the broader movement challenging corporate power around
the globe. It’s a great time to rise to the growing demands of our
world and take your activism to the next level. Take steps to educate
yourself about issues that matter to you. Get involved in events
in your area. Give what you can to help keep RAN’s campaigns
running, and subscribe to
our newsletters to keep up to
date with the work of RAN’s
campaigns and hear about
opportunities to take action
online or plan an event in your
area.

For the Forests,

Rebecca Tarbotton
Executive Director
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From the Canopy

High Stakes
Palm Oil

THE
of tHE

Crisis

From The Field: Borneo’s Tanjung Puting National Park

By Ashley Schaeffer

RAINFOREST AGRIBUSINESS CAMPAIGNER

Since joining RAN’s Forest Program

over two years ago, I have read and written about the many dire
consequences of industrial scale palm oil plantations in Indonesia:
one of the highest deforestation rates in the world, critical habitat
for endangered species like orangutans destroyed, gross human
rights abuses and labor conditions, and social conflict between
communities that depend on the forests for their livelihoods and
the companies destroying those forests. But until recently, my
personal connection to all of this remained largely academic.
Our trip to the wilds of Borneo this month, after attending the
annual meeting of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil
(RSPO), has transformed my theoretical understanding of the
problems with palm oil. The experience of witnessing these
impacts in person has been staggering, and I found it hard to
believe that even on the edge of a globally treasured, protected
area, I was able to document one of the most severe cases of
active forest destruction from palm oil expansion I have heard
about to date.
What I saw during the four days we toured the forests surrounding
Borneo’s Tanjung Puting National Park was more extraordinary
and devastating than anything I could have imagined. The weight
of my realization about what’s at stake hit me hard the day we
spent walking through old-growth tropical rainforest, seeing
wild orangutans, Horn Bills, Proboscis monkeys and the recent
T h e P A N T H E R W I N T E R 2 0 1 2
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evidence of a Sun Bear clawing a tree for honey, followed by an
afternoon watching an excavator tear down towering trees and
dig a drainage canal into one of the last areas of natural forest
remaining in the buffer zone of the park. We were on the edge of
a community agroforestry project designed to demonstrate an
alternative to destructive monoculture in an area almost entirely
razed to make way for palm oil plantations.
We watched, horrified, as an irreplaceable hotspot of biodiversity
fell before our eyes, two majestic Horn Bills flew overhead and an
endangered Red Langur monkey peered at us through the trees.
After spending a full day documenting human rights abuses with
our allies from
Save Our Borneo, an organization
working on
the frontlines
of Central
Kalimantan’s
palm oil
expansion
crisis, RAN
forest team
member
Lafcadio
Cortesi and I
took a night
bus across
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Borneo from the city of Palangkaraya to Pangkalanbun. Even
though the landscape was shrouded in darkness, the endless
sea of sterile palm oil plantations beyond the road stood out
throughout our entire 11-hour journey—a grim reminder that the
province of Central Kalimantan has one of the fastest rates of oil
palm expansion in Indonesia, perhaps even in the world.
Around 4am, we arrived in the small port town of Kumai at
the office of Friends of the National Parks Foundation (FNPF),
the incredible organization my colleague Laurel visited in Bali
earlier this year that also operates community development and
reforestation projects in Borneo. I collapsed in a makeshift bunk
bed and fell asleep to the sounds of Indonesian sunrise: distant
speakers blaring Muslim calls to prayer, a singing gecko, a rooster
crowing and a chainsaw running somewhere behind the little
house we slept in.
A few hours later we were racing to the edge of the Kumai River
on motorbikes to travel by speed boat to the Sekonyer River,
the gateway to Tanjung Puting National Park. Tanjung Puting
is a globally recognized biosphere reserve and an unparalleled
diversity hotspot. It’s home to many endangered species such
as orangutans and Clouded leopards. Despite the incredible
importance of Tanjung Puting, the park and its surroundings—the
buffer zone—are under threat from illegal logging and mining
operations and, most ominously, the encroachment of palm oil.
The reckless, short-sighted expansion of palm oil plantations in
Central Kalimantan is pushing many of these species to the brink
of extinction, literally leaving them with nowhere to go.
The disappearing rainforest we witnessed falling is sandwiched
between the Sekonyer River, national park and 10,000 hectares
of plantations. Inside the national park, orangutans have more
hope of survival. But orangutans can’t swim, so when we saw a
pregnant orangutan mother with her young children on the west
side of the river—where the forest was actively being converted to
oil palm plantation—my heart sank.
The deeper in we got, the more severe the problems. The drainage
canals along the edge of the plantations were filled with the dark
black water of dissolved peat soil—highlighting the troubling
reality that much of this plantation is on top of carbon-rich peat
soils and thus emitting massive amounts of CO2 as it rots upon
being exposed to the air. In the converted peatlands, many of the
oil palms were growing sideways and some were even falling over.

It seemed certain that the yields were marginal and the costs—the
loss of a thriving and rare ecosystem and community livelihoods—
was great. It seemed sure the Indonesian law prohibiting
conversion of deep peatlands was being violated.
Responsible for this mess is BW Plantations, an RSPO
member with about 100,000 hectares (240,000 acres) of oil
palm plantations in Central and East Kalimantan. In addition to
its draining of peatlands and destroying primary forests right
up against a national park filled with many of the world’s last
orangutans, the company is also grossly disrespecting the rights
of the local community.
When the company cut down the community’s native rubber trees
around six months ago, it triggered the first demonstration. Police
showed up but, no one was arrested. The latest demonstration
took place just a few months ago after community leaders sent
formal letters of complaint to the company as well as the district,
provincial and national governments seeking recognition of their
lands, compensation for the 2,200 hectares of community land
already taken by the company and a halt to further expansion into
forests and remaining community lands. Community members
blocked the canal from the palm oil plantation to the main river. So
far, they have not received any response.

This is the true cost of palm oil.
Is it worth it?
As the cheapest, highest-yielding vegetable oil, and now the
most heavily traded edible oil in the world, I understand that
companies benefit from this lucrative industry so dependent on
cheap labor and precious, yet cheap, rainforests. But at what price
are we going to continue expanding this commodity? Expansion
of palm oil into ecological and cultural hotspots needs to stop.
The community of Sekonyer needs our support to secure their
rights and justice. The time is ticking for the orangutans and other
species depending on the forests—if they can’t be protected from
palm oil expansion on the edge of a national park, the prospects
for responsible palm oil look grim.

PHOTOS (CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT): An orangutan at Camp Leakey;
palm oil fruit bunches dumped into A storage facility surrounded
by a sea of palm oil; RAN CAMPAIGNER ASHLEY SHAEFFER hiking WITH
FNPF staff in Tanjung Puting tropical old growth rainforest.
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APPEALS COURT IN ECUADOR UPHOLDS
CHEVRON GUILTY VERDICT
On January 3, an Ecuadorian appellate court upheld the historic
$18 billion award against Chevron for the company’s deliberate
contamination of the Ecuadorian Amazon. The decision is the largest
environmental award ever handed down and the result of an 18-year
legal battle brought by some 30,000 Indigenous peoples and farmers
seeking a clean up of contaminated sites, clean drinking water, and
health care.
The ruling, based in large part on Chevron’s own evidence, comes
at a time when the oil giant faces increased scrutiny for its role in
a December oil spill off the coast of Brazil where it faces criminal
charges and an $11 billion lawsuit for its negligence.
Rather than take responsibility for its actions, Chevron has spent
more than a decade and hundreds of millions of dollars on legal
maneuvering and dirty tricks to evade responsibility for its toxic mess
that continues to impact the lives of thousands of rainforest residents.
While there is little doubt Chevron will continue its stonewalling
tactics, these actions and the guilty verdict send a loud and clear
message: it is time for Chevron to clean up the Ecuadorian Amazon.

Tar Sands pipeline faces imminent demise
Grassroots power has prevailed once again with the recent
announcement that the Keystone XL pipeline has been delayed.
Citing public outcry, President Obama confirmed on November 10
that he is sending the project back to the drawing board for further
review, a process expected to continue at least through 2013 that
has most experts declaring it officially dead.
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RAN has been working with communities and organizations across
the continent opposed to TransCanada’s plans to build the 1700mile pipeline that would have carried dirty tar sands oil from Alberta
to the Gulf of Mexico. Over the past six months, a grassroots,
actions-based campaign called Tar Sands Action emerged to
challenge the Keystone XL pipeline, along the way inspiring some of
the most vibrant energy that the environmental movement has seen
in decades and showing that grassroots organizing and peoplepowered action can win campaigns and build a strong movement.
|
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RAN Launches National Campaign
targeting bank of america
Since launching our campaign against Bank of America (BoA) last year,
we could not have imagined the groundswell of public opposition to
Wall Street banks fueled by the Occupy Wall Street movement.
RAN has been campaigning to get the big banks to quit funding coal
and driving climate change for many years, and this new upsurge in
grassroots people power has opened up new opportunities to connect
with activists across the country. Just as Bank of America is the leading
funder of the U.S. coal industry, it is also the #1 forecloser of American
homes and has shed nearly 100,000 jobs over the past several years
while paying top executives more than $500 million in bonuses.
To put it quite simply: Bank of America places profits ahead of people
and the environment, which is why RAN activists have been going
out in force to show that the same short-sighted thinking that led to
our global economic crisis is being applied to BoA’s investments that
impact the environment.
In Seattle, RAN projected images around the city raising the profile
of coal exports in the Pacific Northwest and BoA’s involvement as a
leading financier. In Chicago, RAN joined with environmental justice
allies to highlight BoA’s sponsorship of the Chicago Marathon as an
opportunity to protest the bank’s financing of the Fisk coal-fired power
plant in the Chicago community of Pilsen. And in Charlotte, activists
unfurled a banner reading “Not with our money” from flagpoles outside
the bank’s headquarters. The action coincided with the release of a
new campaign briefing, Bank of America: Risking Public Health and the
Climate, detailing BoA’s role as the largest underwriter of the U.S. coal
industry, contributing $4.3 billion to the coal sector over the past two
years. And that’s not all.
Since launching the campaign in July, RAN and allies have enlisted
more than 50,000 supporters to close their accounts with Bank of
America in protest at the bank’s practices.
Take the pledge to close your account at www.RAN.org/BoAPledge
T h e P A N T H E R W I N T E R 2 0 1 2
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become a member of RAN’s

Legacy Society

Rainforest Action Network’s Legacy Society was created to
honor individuals who have chosen to include RAN in their
estate plans, either through a bequest, charitable trust or other
planned giving methods.

The most common and simple way to make a legacy gift is to
include Rainforest Action Network in your will or trust. Other
easy options include naming RAN as a beneficiary of your IRA
or other retirement plan or life insurance policy. There are also
a variety of life income plans which provide you and/or others
with an income stream during your lifetime while reducing taxes.
When you include RAN in your estate plan, you will be making
a lasting and meaningful contribution to keep RAN at the
forefront of the environmental movement and help protect the
environment for future generations.
For more information about becoming a member of RAN’s Legacy Society,
please contact Scott Kocino at skocino@ran.org or 415-659-0548.
Rainforest Action Network’s tax identification number is 94-3045180.

Remember to include RAN in your will

