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moving forward to save mountains

EPA, JPMorgan Chase introduce new policies restricting
mountaintop removal coal mining
Throughout Appalachia, the ground has begun to shift and there’s
an unmistakable feeling of excitement in the air. For the past year,
RAN and our Appalachian allies have been working tirelessly to end
the devastating practice of mountaintop removal (MTR). We have
pursued a two-fold strategy aimed at the biggest pillars that keep
the practice standing: JP Morgan Chase, the leading U.S. financier
of MTR; and President Obama’s administration, namely the EPA,
which has the power to stop the practice. Today, thanks to intense
pressure from RAN as well as our coalfield allies and supporters like
you, we are two major steps closer to winning the fight against Big
Coal and abolishing MTR once and for all.
In April, Obama’s EPA finally took a leap forward by issuing strict
new guidelines on MTR, making it extremely difficult for the coal
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industry to secure new permits for blowing apart mountains and
destroying precious watersheds for cheap coal. The announcement
came just days after the EPA acted to rescind the Clean Water
Act permit for the Spruce No. 1 Mine in Logan County, the largest
mountaintop removal permit in West Virginia history.
The announcement was a clear response to resounding public
opposition from RAN and our Appalachian allies, who over the
last year have staged demonstrations at EPA offices around the
country, sent EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson thousands of emails
and postcards, and met with high-level administration officials
across the region. Just two weeks prior to the announcement,
RAN activists staged a three-day sit-in at EPA headquarters in
Washington, D.C. that featured two 20-foot-tall mountain structures
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From the Canopy

By Rebecca Tarbotton, RAN Acting Executive Director
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Dear friends,
RAN activists risk arrest at the EPA HeadQuarters with an elaborate protest calling on
EPA administrator Lisa Jackson to abolish mountaintop removal. Photo: Chris Eichler

and a 25-foot banner reading: “EPA: Pledge to End Mountaintop
Removal Coal Mining in 2010.” While the EPA’s new guidelines
fall short of an outright ban on MTR, they provide much-needed
regulatory protection for public health and water resources while
paving the way for further restrictions.
Just on the heels of the EPA’s new guidelines, in May JPMorgan
Chase, facing public scrutiny in the lead up to their annual general
shareholder meeting, announced a ‘new’ position to reduce its
financing of MTR companies. JPMorgan’s statement was delivered
on the heels of a RAN Day of Action targeting Chase branches
across the U.S. as well as a report card issued by RAN, the Sierra
Club and BankTrack in which America’s largest banks were graded
based on their financing of companies engaged in MTR.
These significant moves by the EPA and by JPMorgan Chase
are a testament to the hard work of Appalachian communities
and activists across the country. They reveal that the struggle to
protect the health and history of Appalachian communities has risen
beyond the valleys of America’s historic mountain range and into
the national spotlight.

The

Mountaintop removal remains the coal
industry’s Achilles’ heel, and with your
support, we are doing our best to not only
ensure that MTR becomes a problem of
the past but that we also move our country
beyond coal to a clean energy future. Help
us use this momentum to protect our
mountains, waterways, communities and
the climate.

Take Action! Call EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson and ask her to stop
issuing new mountaintop removal permits!
Call (202) 564-4700 or write to:
Lisa Jackson, Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

You can can help support this campaign!
Make a donation today at RAN.org/give.
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As I sit down to write my first Panther update, the heads of the
top five oil companies have just finished testifying before congress
about drilling safety and the future of our country’s energy policy.
Listening to BP’s CEO dodge tough questions about how and when
his company will pay up for its devastation of the Gulf, I was struck at
how easily Exxon’s CEO could sit blithely by as if his company hadn’t
spent years fighting to avoid clean-up costs for its own disastrous
spill. To say nothing of the rich irony of seeing Chevron’s CEO John
Watson seated beside his Big Oil baron brothers, coolly talking about
BP’s lax safety record while his own company persists in fighting any
responsibility for cleaning up its horrific oil contamination in Ecuador.
Let’s be honest; these oil companies are digging their own graves.
The BP disaster may finally have pushed into the public view the
message that our addiction to oil comes at a cost that is not worth
paying, and that environmental destruction and human rights abuses
are not the exception for the oil industry, but the rule.
Our job is to ensure that what is built in the wake of the crushing
losses sustained by the BP oil disaster is a bold leap towards
freedom from oil. At RAN, we’ve been using this aspirational phrase
for years, but as we discuss the implications of the BP disaster, we
have come to the conclusion that the future it evokes has never been
more clear, or, thankfully, more appealing to such a broad base of
people. However, to get there we must use the national momentum
generated from this tragic disaster to challenge corporate power and
to drive home the message that ‘energy shouldn’t cost lives.’
We can’t save the world’s precious remaining rainforests or stop
climate change without breaking our addiction to fossil fuels, and
we can’t get off oil and coal without confronting the entrenched
relationship between the corporate world and our representatives
in Washington. It is not just BP or even just the oil industry that is
wielding undue influence over our government at the expense of
environmental and public health. Dubious industries like big banks,
king coal and agribusiness giants are also writing their own rules,
T h e P A N T H E R S P R I N G 2 0 1 0
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policing themselves and reaping the benefits of lax safety regulations
with the support of our government.
For 25 years RAN has specialized in the kind of bold action that
we need now more than ever. A quick glance through this issue of
the Panther shows just how much is happening right now at RAN
and how relevant all of it is to the larger project of truly challenging
entrenched corporate power, ending North America’s addiction to oil
and coal and transforming the way companies do business.
Thanks to our amazing team of staff and all of you, Royal Bank of
Canada is on the cusp of moving away from Tar Sands financing
(another example of the horrifying reality behind our oil addiction);
the biggest U.S. banks are pulling out of financing for mountaintop
removal coal mining and the EPA is teetering on the edge of stopping
the practice once and for all (let’s make sure they get the final push
they need!); and Cargill is hearing from almost all of its customers that
they do NOT want Palm Oil that is destroying Indonesia’s rainforests.
RAN, together with our frontline allies who provide the cornerstone
and inspiration for our work, is committed to the kind of strategic,
fearless thinking and action
that is so necessary right
now. We’ve had 25 years of
practice holding corporate
America accountable, and we
are looking forward to flexing
that experience for 25 more!

For the forests,

Rebecca Tarbotton
Acting Executive Director
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CARGILL’s

Problems with Palm Oil

PHOTOS: JON MCINTOSH / RAN; Lou Dematteis / Redux
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It’s been a rough month for Cargill, the U.S. agribusiness giant and
the nation’s largest importer of palm oil from Indonesia. In May,
RAN’s Rainforest Agribusiness Campaign brought the issue of
unsustainable palm oil plantations directly to Cargill’s hometown
with a series of actions aimed at linking them directly to rainforest
destruction.
To kick things off, RAN’s Twin Cities chapter took to the streets for
the annual May Day parade in Minneapolis where activists dressed
up as orangutans, palm trees, and chainsaw-wielding Cargill
executives while marching among the event’s 35,000 attendees.
On May 4, RAN released Cargill’s Problems with Palm Oil: A
Burning Threat in Borneo, a report documenting Cargill’s role
in clearing and burning rainforests, displacing Indigenous and
traditional communities and exacerbating climate change in
Borneo. RAN’s investigation
of Cargill’s operations found
that Cargill is violating the
Roundtable on Sustainable
Palm Oil (RSPO) Principles and
Criteria and Indonesian law
by operating without required
permits and failing to disclose
its ownership of plantations
where they are actively clearing
rainforests in direct conflict with
Indigenous communities. The
report received national and
international media attention,
adding to months of controversy
over palm oil within the industry
and forced Cargill to issue a
public response.
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Unsatisfied with Cargill’s response, activists took their message straight
to Cargill’s executive offices in Wayzata, Minn. where they occupied
a staircase inside the building playing a loud recording of chainsaws
cutting down rainforests and holding signs reading “This is the sound
of your supply chain.”
RAN is demanding Cargill adopt and implement a comprehensive
palm oil policy and support an immediate moratorium on further
deforestation or draining of peatlands for palm oil plantations. We are
also continuing to pressure General Mills and other customers of Cargill
to cancel their contracts with the company until or unless it agrees to
our recommendations.
Visit TheProblemWithPalmOil.org to learn how you can get
involved!
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RAN launches campaign aimed at
publishing industry
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Imagine your horror if you picked up a copy of a book on rainforests
to read to your kids only to discover that it was printed on paper
made from Indonesian rainforests. Unfortunately, in many American
bedrooms tonight, that horror may be a reality.

countless other unique mammals, birds and plants. The destruction
of forests and peatlands has made non-industrialized Indonesia the
third-largest global greenhouse gas emitter, behind only the U.S.
and China.

RAN’s newly-released report, Turning The Page on Rainforest
Destruction: Children’s Books and the Future of Indonesia’s
Rainforests, found that a majority of the top ten U.S. children’s
publishers are printing kids’ picture books on paper linked to
the destruction of Indonesia’s rainforests, including some books
that describe the benefits of rainforest conservation. How do we
know? RAN randomly selected 30 children’s picture books printed
overseas to be tested by an independent laboratory, more than half
of which tested positive for controversial fiber from Indonesia.

Instead of contributing to the problem, the publishing industry can
and should become a part of the solution. As major paper buyers,
the industry could play an important role in reducing demand for
paper from Indonesia, while decreasing their own carbon footprints.
This report is just the beginning of a new campaign challenging
America’s top children’s book publishers to change their ways. Stay
tuned for more action as RAN makes reading safe for rainforests!

Take Action! Tell America’s publishing industry that books must not
contribute to rainforest destruction.
Sign the online petition today at: RAN.org/forests.

Indonesia’s rainforests are some of the most valuable on earth,
both because of their high ecological value and because of their
importance to stopping climate change. The forests of Borneo,
Sumatra and Papua are home to orangutans, Sumatran tigers and

You can can help support this campaign!
Make a donation today at RAN.org/give.

Tasmanian Forests Closer to Protection
Logging giant Gunns Ltd. has been destroying ancient Tasmanian
forests by clear-cutting and firebombing huge swaths of forest in
order to make way for massive woodchip plantations.
In 2006, RAN joined international allies in a campaign to stop Gunns’
destructive practices in Tasmania as well as drop the outrageous
“Gunns 20” lawsuit that sought damages from individuals and
organizations opposing Gunns’ practices. RAN’s Trees Not Gunns
campaign staged demonstrations across North America, Europe,
and Japan. Earlier this year, the lawsuit finally came to an end with
all charges being dropped.
|
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And more recently, the
longtime Chairman of
Gunns’ Board was forced
to step down, creating
a great opportunity to
achieve a permanent and
lasting resolution to the
conflict over forestry in
Tasmania.
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from ecuador to chevron’s door

RAN Dominates Shareholder Meeting of
Largest Tar Sands Financier

Community Leader Delivers Message to Chevron CEO John Watson
In the early morning hours of March 2, a visitor stood at the gate
outside of Chevron CEO John Watson’s home. Emergildo Criollo,
the president of the Cofán, had traveled all the way from his home
in the Ecuadorean Amazon to deliver an appeal letter to Watson
from the Cofán, Siona, Secoya Indigenous Nations, and the Frente
de Defensa de la Amazonía. Joined by RAN and Amazon Watch
supporters, Emergildo also carried with him a petition signed by
325,000 people from more than 150 countries asking Chevron to
clean up its toxic mess in Ecuador that has impacted more than
30,000 community members.
While Watson was not to be found at his home that morning, the
group continued to Chevron’s San Ramon, CA world headquarters
where they were met by public relations representatives who
continue to deny responsibility for Chevron’s negligence.
Faced with having to pay an estimated $27.3 billion in damages
from a class-action lawsuit filed by communities impacted by
Chevron’s former Ecuadorean oil operations, Chevron has moved
aggressively to derail the legal process and deceive the public with
lies and distortions.

Meanwhile, in the Oriente region of the Ecuadorean rainforest,
the land itself has become toxic and the entire water system
contaminated. Almost any kind of food from this region – whether
farmed, domesticated, caught in the wild or in water – is unsafe to
eat. At least 1,400 people have died of attributed cancers – and
continue to die – as a result of Chevron (then Texaco) deliberately
dumping more than 18.5 billion gallons of highly toxic waste sludge
into the streams and rivers that local people depend on for drinking,
bathing and fishing.
RAN and a global coalition have committed to bring justice to the
people of Ecuador by challenging Chevron to change course and
end its pattern of environmental and human rights abuses all over
the world. RAN will continue to escalate our campaign until Chevron
agrees to fully remediate its contamination and compensate the
communities of Ecuador for the health and environmental impacts
of its operations. For Chevron – change must begin in Ecuador,
because energy shouldn’t cost lives.
Take Action! Visit ChangeChevron.org and tell
Chevron to clean up its toxic mess in Ecuador.

You can can help support this campaign!
Make a donation today at RAN.org/give.

“I have come to the home of Chevron to tell our
story – how our women and children are sick and
dying from Chevron’s contamination. We want what
anyone would — to be healthy and happy, to have
clean water and good food to eat, shelter and
dignity.

CHANGE
Energy shouldn’t cost lives

When RAN and First Nations communities from Alberta, Canada
first confronted Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) about its role in
financing the expansion of the tar sands we were met with denial. At
last year’s 2009 annual general meeting, RBC’s CEO Gordon Nixon
told shareholders that: “We are neither the Canadian government,
nor an oil company,” and “This is not a bank issue.”
Since that day, we have waged an aggressive campaign linking
RBC directly to the tar sands. We have appealed to CEO Nixon
personally and to influential decision-makers inside the bank. We
have also staged more than 50 demonstrations at RBC branches
across Canada, launched hard-hitting media and e-mail campaigns,
maintained a constant presence at RBC’s headquarters in Toronto,
shamed them internationally in Europe, hung a banner off of Niagara
Falls, and hosted an in-person meeting with bank executives at
RAN’s office in San Francisco.

“Chevron robbed us of our livelihoods many years
ago, and I am here on behalf of thousands of
brothers and sisters to demand that Chevron take
responsibility for their actions and clean up our
rivers and forests – our homes.”
- Emerg ildo Criollo

|

In the coming months, we’ll be pulling out all the stops to convince
RBC to put its money where its mouth is. Help us keep up the
momentum on this critical campaign and send a loud and clear
message to RBC that the time has come to change course and stop
funding the tar sands.
Take Action!Visit RAN.org/tarsands and tell RBC CEO
Gordon Nixon to stop financing the tar sands.

Make a donation today at RAN.org/give.

All of these activities are having an enormous impact as it now
appears that RBC is singing quite a different tune. On March 3,
while RBC executives and shareholders gathered for RBC’s 2010
annual general meeting, more than 150 activists marched through
Toronto denouncing RBC’s funding of the tar sands. Inside the
meeting, Nixon spent nearly one-third of his prepared remarks
responding directly to criticism about the funding of the tar sands.
In the days following the meeting, Nixon signaled a complete 180
turn from previous statements, saying: “I used to think I could say
‘we are a bank – go talk to the oil companies’ but we don’t have
that luxury and the public expects more.”

PHOTOs: top and left: jonathan mcintosh / RAN; above: lou dematteis /redux
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More than 150 people gathered outside the RBC Annual General Shareholder
Meeting to protest the bank’s leading role in funding the Alberta tar sands.

R A I N F O R E S T A C T I O N N e t W O R K

|

P A G E 6

As gratifying as Nixon’s words are, we’re not easing up until RBC has
cut off the flow of money fueling the tar sands. The environmental
costs of extracting oil from tar sands are far too great; oil extraction
from the tar sands generates three times the CO2 emissions as
conventionally extracted oil, and will soon make Canada the largest
contributor to global warming.
T h e P A N T H E R S P R I N G 2 0 1 0
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celebrate ran’s 25-year anniversary by becoming a sustainer
Actor and member of RAN’s Honorary Board of Directors Chris Noth has been a
supporter of Rainforest Action Network for more than 20 years. Since 2006, Chris
has hosted a yearly New York City benefit party for RAN, bringing together New York
celebrities, eco-gliteratti, musicians, and long-time RAN volunteers and supporters.
This year’s party kicked off RAN’s 25th-year anniversary in style! In addition to
being a fantastic fundraising event, the party offered guests a way to connect and
engage on the issues RAN is campaigning on while serving as a reminder of what
has made RAN successful for 25 years: supporters like you!
In celebration of RAN’s 25 years, we are asking supporters to sign up to be
$25/month sustainers. Visit RAN.org/give or fill out and return the enclosed
envelope today!

Kids Activities That Change Our World
Congratulations to everyone who participated in RAN’s 2010 Earth Day Poster
Contest! This year, we received more than 400 posters! Every poster displays
a powerful message about protecting the last 20 percent of the planet’s
remaining rainforests, saving the beloved-but-endangered inhabitants like
orangutans and Sumatran tigers, and asking General Mills to stop destroying
rainforests for palm oil.

the winning poster from 6th grader Kayla Smith of
Evansville, Indiana

