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Chairman Oelslager, and members of the Senate Finance Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to present my testimony today. My name is Denise Leipold, and I am the executive director
of Right to Life of Northeast Ohio. I am here today to speak primarily about the Prioritizing of Family
Planning Funding, Ohio Pregnancy and Parenting Support Program, and Abortion Facility Regulations.
The intent of prioritizing family planning funding is to correctly distribute federal grant money
for a range of family planning services and critical preventive health services to clinics who service
millions of low income or uninsured individuals so that access to these funds would be available to a
greater number of women across the state. By federal law, these funds may NOT be used in programs
where abortion is a method of family planning. By denying funds to any programs who DO utilize
abortion as a method, this money can be re‐distributed to hundreds of qualifying locations to greatly
increase access to legitimate women’s health care and more.
Planned Parenthood currently receives the majority of this federal grant money in Ohio. In
testimony before the legislature last December, the president of Planned Parenthood Ohio stated that
Ohio grant money amounted only to 7% of their annual budget, which clearly indicates that
redistribution of the funds with the possibility that they do not receive any of the money would not
severely impede their operations. They currently have a huge marketing program going on which is
implying that putting Planned Parenthood on the bottom tier to receive these funds will severely cripple
the availability of health care to women, and that is obviously not true. This initiative is not about
Planned Parenthood…it is about increasing access to women’s healthcare. However, their current news
releases and marketing state just the opposite. They clearly state that the prioritizing of family planning

funds would DECREASE access to women’s health care because they would no longer be the primary
recipient of the federal funds. In Ohio, we have over 130 health care districts and community health
care centers in addition to hospitals, university health centers, faith based organizations and more that
can qualify for these federal funds and who do not use abortion as a method of family planning.
While federal funds received by clinics who promote abortions may not be used for abortion
procedures, the funds indirectly support abortions by covering operating costs and other related
expenses, allowing them to focus on the abortion business. In the case of Planned Parenthood,
information from their 2011 annual report indicates that 92% of all pregnant clients coming through
their doors have an abortion.1 This is a clear indicator that abortion is indeed the easiest method of
birth control. You should also realize that Planned Parenthood affiliates also receive millions of dollars
in federal funding directly through the federal government Health and Human Services (HHS)
department, in addition to the federal funding distributed by the individual states.
Planned Parenthood is an abortion driven business. Their government subsidies have reached
an all time high, and so has the number of innocent lives ended by this profit‐driven business. As
Planned Parenthood’s funding goes up, statistics show that the numbers of abortions increase and real
health services for women go down. Their latest annual report indicated that they performed a record‐
high 333,964 abortions during 2011. Up to 92% of Planned Parenthood’s pregnant clients received
abortions. In contrast, prenatal care patients accounted for only 7%, and adoption referrals were less
than 1%. For every adoption referral, they performed 145 abortions. This rise in abortions was coupled
with a continued decrease in non‐abortive services. Since 2009, the total number of contraceptive
services has dropped by 12%, and cancer screening and prevention services have dropped by 29 %. 1
Abortion is NOT health care. Planned Parenthood’s marketing again is misleading the public by
stating that pro‐life advocates are not concerned with women’s health care, which is exactly the
opposite. It is because of the health of the women AND the protection of the life that pregnant women
are carrying that we are so passionate about our opposition to their tactics. Their opposition to the
Ohio Pregnancy and Parenting Support Program which would provide funding for agencies that provide
alternatives to abortion infers that supporting the birth of a child is “anti women’s healthcare” Many
crisis pregnancy centers would benefit for the support program. They are not “pretending” to be

medical facilities, as Planned Parenthood infers. This support program is separate from the
prioritization of funds for women’s health care. They provide counseling and material support to help a
women through a crisis pregnancy in order to help a women keep her child or give it up for adoption. I
realize that we are not here to debate the legality of abortion, however, it is fact that is a woman
becomes pregnant, the outcome is supposed to be a living child. I have attached a printout of a page
from Planned Parenthood’s own website where it states many lies about crisis pregnancy centers,
including that CPC’s will not give you all your options, which include abortion, adoption and parenting.2
How ironic!
I personally work to support the initiatives of at least 7 crisis pregnancy centers in the
Akron/Canton area of northeast Ohio. Most of these centers are Christian based, but they do not deny
services to women based on their faith beliefs. Their primary purpose is to save the life of both the
mother and the child. No, they do not provide contraceptive services and referrals, which is NOT a bad
thing. What they do provide is information on family planning based on personal responsibility, chastity
and abstinence which is not in Planned Parenthood’s vocabulary.
Planned Parenthood is also currently the number one provider of sex education in our schools.
They call it responsible sex education, but their idea of responsible sex education is that when, NOT IF,
you have sex, you should use birth control. If the birth control fails, then they can have an abortion…no
mention of abstinence or chastity until marriage. This more or less says: “If you can’t be good, be
careful”! I have attached some copies of the pages from the textbook they use in teaching 10 year old
students.3 Some of these pages were presented in April by American Life League as an ad to the New
York Times to show the public that Planned Parenthood uses pornography to indoctrinate children and
teens into a sick culture of sex. The ad was rejected as pornography, yet this book is still used.
The answer is clear. Whether it is Planned Parenthood or any other facility engaged in family
planning, if abortion is used as a method of birth control, then they should NOT receive our hard earned
tax dollars. If we have to pay taxes, then it should be given for the purposes of greater access to
legitimate family planning and health care services by providing funds to a larger number of clinics who
provide them, and to the crisis pregnancy centers that take care of the women and their children after
learning irresponsible sex education. In addition, since it is apparent that it will be quite some time

before America comes to its senses to make abortion illegal, then in Ohio we should be responsible
enough to have strict laws regarding standards of operation for abortion facilities to operate. It is sad
that pet clinics receive more inspections and are held to higher standards than abortion facilities are. If
we enforced what little regulations DO exist, along with preventative steps to forestall horrors like the
one that occurred in Philadelphia and received little media coverage, then we wouldn’t have had the
filthy and illegal operations that were recently closed down in Toledo, or in my hometown of Cuyahoga
Falls.
I urge to keep the Reprioritization of Family Planning Funding, the Ohio Pregnancy and Parenting
Support Program, and stronger abortion facility regulations within the state budget bill and pass it now.
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FACT SHEET:

Planned Parenthood’s 2011-2012 Annual Report1
 During fiscal year 2011-2012, Planned Parenthood reported receiving a record
$542 million in taxpayer funding2 in the form of government grants, contracts,
and Medicaid reimbursements. Taxpayer funding consists of 45%3 of Planned
Parenthood’s annual revenue.
 In 2011, Planned Parenthood performed a record high 333,964 abortions.4
 Over the past three reported years (2009-2011), Planned Parenthood has
performed nearly one million abortions (995,687).5
 Planned Parenthood reported a total of three million clients in 2011, meaning that
11% of all Planned Parenthood clients received an abortion.6
 In 2011, abortions made up 92% of Planned Parenthood’s pregnancy
services, while prenatal care and adoption referrals accounted for only 7%
(28,674) and 0.6% (2,300), respectively. For every adoption referral, Planned
Parenthood performed 145 abortions.7
 Cancer screening & prevention services and contraceptive services provided
by Planned Parenthood continue to drop. Contraceptive services have dropped
by 12% since 2009, and cancer screening & prevention services have dropped by
29%.8
 Planned Parenthood reported $87.4 million in excess revenue, and more than
$1.2 billion in net assets.9
1

Planned Parenthood 2011-2012 Annual Report, http://www.plannedparenthood.org/about-us/annual-report-4661.htm
Planned Parenthood 2011-2012 Annual Report, p. 8
3
Planned Parenthood 2011-2012 Annual Report, p. 7
4
Planned Parenthood 2011-2012 Annual Report, p. 5
5
According to annual reports, abortions performed by Planned Parenthood 332,278 in 2009; 329,445 in 2010; 333,964 in 2011
6
Planned Parenthood reports 3 million patients in 2011 in citation at bottom of p. 4 of annual report
7
Planned Parenthood 2011-2012 Annual Report, p. 5
8
According to annual reports, in 2009 Planned Parenthood’s contraceptive services numbered 3,868,901, this decreased to 3,436,813 in
2011. Likewise, in 2009 Planned Parenthood’s cancer screenings & prevention services numbered 1,830,811, this decreased to 1,307,570 in
2011
9
Planned Parenthood 2011-2012 Annual Report, p. 9
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Deciding what to do about an unplanned pregnancy can be very difficult. It
may be made even more difficult by so-called "crisis pregnancy centers."
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These are fake clinics run by people who are anti-abortion. They have a
history of giving women wrong, biased information to scare them into not
having abortions.
These centers
may not give you complete and correct information about all your
options — abortion, adoption, and parenting
may try to frighten you with misleading films and pictures to keep you

Miscarriage

from choosing abortion

Ectopic Pregnancy

may lie to you about the medical and emotional effects of abortion

Infertility

may tell you that you are not pregnant even if you are. This may fool
you into continuing your pregnancy without knowing it. If your decision
is delayed, it could make abortion more risky. It could also keep you
from getting early prenatal care.
may discourage you from using certain methods of birth control that
are very safe and effective
Crisis pregnancy centers often pretend to be real health care providers —
but many are not. These fake clinics often trick women with false
advertising. They may make women think they will be offered unbiased
information and a full range of health services.
Crisis pregnancy centers also sometimes try to trick women by using names
that are similar to the names of real reproductive health centers in the
neighborhood. Many times, the crisis pregnancy centers are located very
close to real reproductive health centers. This makes it easy for women to
go to the crisis pregnancy center by mistake.
How do you avoid a crisis pregnancy center?
Don't schedule an appointment unless you are sure it's a legitimate
place.
Ask friends, other health care providers, counselors, or other people
you trust for the name of a real health center.
If you are considering abortion, you can find a list of abortion providers
on the National Abortion Federation website.
No health care provider should pressure you into a decision about your
pregnancy. All real family planning clinics will give you information about all
your options.
Staff at your local Planned Parenthood health center can help. They can
give you information on all of your options — abortion, adoption, and
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parenting. And they can talk through your options with you so that you can
make the decision that is best for you.
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Want to know more?
Find Dr. Cullins’ answers to common sexual health questions.
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