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How to Help 

Thankful for Hard Sayings 

I’m thankful for good friends.  By good friends, I mean the ones 
love you enough to warn you about something dangerous or 
stupid. A proverb says, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; 
profuse are the kisses of an enemy.”!

This is a hard saying; a real challenge for me.  As I am a friend to 
others, I ask myself, am I helping them out by saying the hard 
things or do I just avoid the issue?  !

Lately, I’ve been “cracking down” some with the children in our 
programs.  Ultimate consequence: expulsion…and I’ve had to 
enforce it.  I’ve learned that it’s not so much about how much the 
kids like you upfront but how much you love them and their 
future, by saying hard things, like “You can’t come back for a 
week.”!

A great example for me in this has been Jesus.  Studying his life, I 
see his acts of kindness alongside hard words for those that 
needed a wake-up call.  He became known as a “friend of sinners” 
yet many of his hard words were reserved for the seemingly 
“religious”; people who thought they were better off before God 
than the next guy.!

It was said of Jesus, “ Everyone who falls on that stone will be 
broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”  
This too is a hard saying and I’m thankful for it.!

Sincerely, 
Rev. John Brown 
Resident Director

Website:  senecagospelmission.orgEmail:  john@senecagospel.orgTelephone: (716)822-5631

Christmas Giving 

If you’d like to help out with 
gift or food donations for 
Christmas please contact John.  
We have a list of specific needs  
Saturday December 21st is the 
deadline to have all donations 
in.  *Note:  we no longer 
accept clothing. 

Capital Campaign 

We are about to enter 2014 
and our prayer for the 
development of the Mission 
property is $75,000.  This 
addresses facility renovations 
(windows, floors, doors) and a  
new van.  So far we’ve received 
over 20% of our goal! 

Prayer Schedule 

Sunday - Volunteers to teach 
Monday - Students to “get-it” 
Tuesdays - Safety on the roads  
Wednesdays - Children to 
grow in grace & knowledge 
Thursdays - Parents getting 
involved and interested in God 
Fridays - Rest for staff and 
volunteers 
Saturdays - Jesus would be 
known in a very real way
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