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Deadline for Submission of Questionnaire:   February 10. 2014 at 6:00 PM PST  
Submit electronically with photo to sfydpresident@gmail.com

BASIC CANDIDATE INFORMATION

1. Name as it will appear on the ballot:

First Name Middle Initial Last Name
John A Perez

 
2.   Current Party Registration Democrat

3. Office sought (include office, jurisdiction, position/district number): State Controller

4.   Are you the incumbent?    No                      

CAMPAIGN CONTACT INFORMATION
Campaign Name: John A. Pérez for Controller, FPPC ID 1361217

Address: 777 S Figueroa St Ste 4050

City, State, Zip: Los Angeles CA 90017

Campaign Contact 
Person:

Dante Atkins

Campaign Contact 
Phone:

213-452-6553, manager cell 323-353-9544

Campaign Contact 
E-mail:

dante@perezforcontroller.com

Campaign Website: http://www.perezforcontroller.com

mailto:dante@perezforcontroller.com


POLITICAL BACKGROUND
 
1.   Please attached a relevant biography/resume.
 
2. If you ran for public office but were not elected, please list those races below:

Office Title Year of Run
          

 
     
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

QUESTIONS (Please limit responses to 200 words)

1. Are you now or have you ever been a member of a Young Democrats of America 
chartered organization? Yes. I was a member of the Stonewall Young Democrats, which is  
currently chartered with CYD and YDA.

2. Why are you running for this office? 

I am running because I want to see California’s resurgence continue. After standing toe-
to-toe against Governor Schwarzenegger and radical Republicans to limit the inhumane 
cuts to our social safety net, we all worked hard to pass Proposition 30 to save our 
schools and put our state back on the road to fiscal health. I’m running for this office 
because the Controller serves on over 80 boards and commissions, and I want to use the 
power of the office to implement the type of forward-thinking, progressive policies that 
will continue California’s economic growth and allow us to rebuild our social safety net, 
pursue social justice and continue our reinvestment in our education systems.

3. What are three things that you’ve accomplished (either in elected office or in your 
professional life) that make you uniquely qualified for this position?  I am proud of the 
substantial progress we have made in many areas during my tenure as Speaker. We have 
expanded access to reproductive rights for women; we have expanded the right of 
domestic workers and caregivers to organize; we have ensured recognition of the LGBT 
community in our school curricula; we have made significant reinvestments in our K-12 
and higher education systems; and we have given California voters the opportunity  to 
make a significant improvement to how we handle the program of veteran homelessness. 
But in terms of this office, I’m most proud of the fact that we have turned a $60 billion 
deficit into a billion-dollar reserve, with surpluses on the horizon. I want to use the 
Office of the Controller to further promote policies that will keep California on a strong 
fiscal foundation that will allow our state to continue to provide the services our people 
expect.

4. What will your top three priorities be if elected to this position?



Protecting and strengthening the PERS and STRS retirement systems; continued 
advocacy for a reserve fund that will hedge against the “boom and bust” cycles of the 
economy and tax revenue; and using my position on the more than 80 boards and 
commissions on which the Controller sits to advocate for progressive policies regarding 
taxation, environmental policy, education funding, and many other issues over which the 
Controller has a position of influence

5. What unique challenges do you believe young people face in San Francisco and how 
would you work to address them if elected to this position?

The issues faced by young voters in San Francisco are similar to those faced by young 
people across the state, with the added difficulties of San Francisco’s cost of living—
which can exacerbate the hardships that derive from a lack of opportunity in an economy 
that has not fully recovered. But the top challenges young people face everywhere are a 
lack of access to quality education, an economy that is still leaving some young workers 
behind, and environmental concerns at a local and global level that threaten to 
fundamentally change the very geography and livability of San Francisco, and 
California as a whole.

As Controller, I will address these issues by doing my part to ensure California’s 
continued recovery. The creation of a reserve fund will stabilize our education funding 
and prevent further cuts. The Controller sits on over 80 different boards and 
commissions and can use those positions to advance forward-thinking, progressive policy  
that will continue our economic recovery. And I intend to create a Deputy Controller for 
the Environment to ensure that environmental impacts are considered when California 
determines its investment portfolio for its pension and retirement funds.

6. If elected, how specifically would you work to engage more of San Francisco’s young 
people in the political process?

When I authored the Middle Class Scholarship Act which reduced fees by up to 40% at 
public universities, I knew that the only way we could get it passed through the 
legislature and signed by the Governor was if we engaged young people across the state 
to speak out about how important this fight was to them, and that’s what we did. This bill  
would not have passed without the support that we received from the California Young 
Democrats in speaking out, raising awareness, and lobbying individual legislators.

As Controller, I intend to continue that sort of activism across the state for the issues that  
matter, whether it is advocating for tax reform to fund education and services, or 
fighting to protect California’s environment for the generations that come after us.

7. As a testament to your commitment to the Democratic Party, please describe your 
contributions to the Democratic Party at the local, state and or/national level.

I have been a longtime member of the Stonewall Democratic Club, and served the board 
for many years. In addition, I am a longtime member of the Los Angeles County 
Democratic Central Committee, a longtime member of the California DSCC, and an 



elected DNC member. I also currently serve as Parliamentarian of the California 
Democratic Party’s Labor Caucus.
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