
Candidate Questionnaire 
2014 Election 

 
Deadline for Submission of Questionnaire: February 10. 2014 at 6:00 PM PST 

Submit electronically with photo to sfydpresident@gmail.com 
 
BASIC CANDIDATE INFORMATION 
 
1. Name as it will appear on the ballot: 

 
First Name Middle Initial Last Name 
John  Chiang 

  
2.    Current Party Registration 
 Democrat 
 
3.  Office sought (include office, jurisdiction, position/district number): 
 State Treasurer 
 
4.    Are you the incumbent?                             
 No.  Bill Lockyer is the incumbent and is termed out.  He has endorsed me. 
 
CAMPAIGN CONTACT INFORMATION 
Campaign Name:  

John Chiang for Treasurer 2014 

Address: 600 Playhouse Alley, #504 

City, State, Zip: Pasadena, CA 91101 

Campaign Contact 
Person: 

Parke Skelton 

Campaign Contact 
Phone: 

626-535-9616, ext. 5 

Campaign Contact 
E-mail: 

ElectJohnChiang@gmail.com 

Campaign Website: ElectJohnChiang.com 

 



 
POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
  
1.   Please attached a relevant biography/resume. 

Please see attachment 
  
2. If you ran for public office but were not elected, please list those races below: 

 
Office Title Year of Run 
      
 

      
  

      
  

      
  

      
  

      
  

 
QUESTIONS (Please limit responses to 200 words) 
 

1. Are you now or have you ever been a member of a Young Democrats of America 
chartered organization? 
No 
 

2. Why are you running for this office? 
I kept our State from defaulting on its debt which protected the lives of millions of 
Californians.  In addition, during my tenure, you can see substantial improvement 
in the output, results and productivity for every line of business at the State 
Controller's Office. Whether it's the record-breaking number of audit 
investigations, the innovative ways found to lower health-care costs, or the dramatic 
transformation of the once failing unclaimed property program into a robust 
consumer protection tool.  
 
I will bring the same diligence and innovation to the Treasurer's office, looking for 
new efficiencies, savings, and any opportunity to improve transparency and 
accountability when it comes to the State's finances.  The cost of borrowing, for 
example, is one issue I plan to attack immediately. The less the State spends to 
borrow money through bonds, or on other debt service, is money that could go 
towards core priorities, like education.  
 

3. What are three things that you’ve accomplished (either in elected office or in your 
professional life) that make you uniquely qualified for this position? 
1.  My office has identified more than $6 billion in taxpayer dollars that were 
denied, overpaid, subject to collection, or resulted in revenues, savings and cost 
avoidance.   
  
2.  My office has reunited owners with more than $2.5 billion of property that had 
been lost or forgotten – $1.57 billion that had been sent to the State, and $981 



million that was reclaimed by owners from the business before it was sent to the 
State.  
 
3. I have initiated audits on 21 life insurance companies throughout the nation, 
putting an end to the industry-wide practices of failing to pay death benefits to 
policy holders and beneficiaries.  My office has entered into major-multi-state 
settlement with 18 life insurance companies that agreed to restore $266.7 million in 
unpaid benefits to Californians. 
 

4. What will your top three priorities be if elected to this position? 
a. Growing economic and educational opportunities 
b. Improving government transparency and accountability 
c. Demanding sound state budgetary policies 
 
 

5. What unique challenges do you believe young people face in San Francisco and how 
would you work to address them if elected to this position? 
The costs of education and housing are challenges in SF for young people, but as 
Treasurer, I will encourage families to take advantage of programs designed to help 
cut those costs. As Treasurer, I would oversee the ScholarShare program which 
helps families save for college by investing money that is not taxed when used for 
tuition and other qualified expenses. 
 
The ScholarShare Investment Board sets investment policies and oversees all 
activities of ScholarShare, the state’s 529 college investment plan. The program 
enables Californians to save for college by putting money in tax-advantaged 
investments. After-tax contributions allow earnings to grow tax-deferred, and 
disbursements, when used for tuition and other qualified expenses, are federal and 
state tax-free. The ScholarShare Plan is managed by TIAA-CREF Tuition 
Financing, Inc. 
 

6. If elected, how specifically would you work to engage more of San Francisco’s young 
people in the political process? 
I started my work in California politics by registering voters for my local 
Democratic club.  I believe in sharing my experiences and challenges that I faced 
when I was a newcomer to the political scene and why it is so important to be civic 
minded.  I regularly attend local Democratic club meetings and enjoy speaking with 
young people. 
 

 
7. As a testament to your commitment to the Democratic Party, please describe your 

contributions to the Democratic Party at the local, state and or/national level. 
As a child of immigrant parents, I, along with my family, faced discrimination.  This 
experience has always stayed with me and taught me how I think everyone should 
be treated -- equally, with dignity and respect, regardless of their race, sexual 
orientation, or economic status.  



 
The Democratic Party is the party that shares my beliefs.  I believe in a nation 
where every individual has the ability to fulfill their American dream.  Additionally, 
I support basic democratic platforms such as job creation, education, universal 
health care, pro-choice and protecting the environment. 
 
I have attended Democratic Club meetings up and down the State.  I have walked 
precincts, phone banked, attended fundraisers for as many as my schedule permits.  
I look forward to meeting all the members of your club. 

 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: February 10. 2014 at 6:00 PM PST 
 
SUBMIT VIA E-MAIL TO sfydpresident@gmail.com 


