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Pleasant Island is the largest and flattest of the islands that comprise the Inian/Lemesurier/Pleasant
Islands Wilderness Area. It is also the closest of the Islands to the community of Gustavus, just one nautical
mile across Icy Passage. Pleasant Island is used by the residents of Gustavus as a place for recreation and a
prime deer hunting spot. It is also supports a number of kayak guides and other tourism businesses. The
community of Gustavus is integrally tied to Pleasant Island. In many cases this has lead to overuse and use
that is non-compatible with the area's Wilderness designation, but it also has lead to a strong sense of
ownership and responsibility to protect the well being of the Island.
Building on the success of the Sitka Community Wilderness Stewardship Project over the past two
years, Sitka Conservation Society has partnered with Southeast Alaska Conservation Council and the US Forest
Service to help foster Wilderness stewardship efforts in
Gustavus.

Community Presentation
Education about Wilderness is the first step in
effective stewardship efforts. At an open presentation
attended by 16 Gustavus residents at the Gustavus public
library, Luisa Sondie, Wilderness Intern for SEACC
presented on the history and philosophy behind the
Wilderness Act. Adam Andis, Wilderness Stewardship and
Outreach Coordinator at SCS presented on stewardship
efforts that have been successful in Sitka. Katie Unertl, a
Wilderness Ranger at nearby Glacier Bay National Park, talked about the recent stewardship initiatives in the
Park. Dan Lesh, of SEACC facilitated a discussion about Pleasant Island Wilderness—how it is used, problems
with current usage, and ways the community can become stewards of the Islands.

Community Survey
To better understand the way community members use and feel about Pleasant Island, a survey was
circulated. Questions focused on how and when folks use the area, their values and concerns about the area,
and their familiarity with the island's Wilderness designation.
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Survey Results

Rec Site Survey
Pleasant Island is
a heavily used camping
area. Established
campsites detract from
the Wilderness character
of the area. In order to
allow each visitor the
opportunity to
experience Pleasant
Island in its natural
state, we surveyed the
shore for camps,
removing and
naturalizing campfire
rings, removing trash
and other signs of
human use.
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Beach Clean-up
Eight participants from Gustavus
volunteered their day to clean up the shores
of Pleasant Island. Hands-on Wilderness
stewardship allows communities to see
tangible results. Over 500 lbs of trash were
removed in the half-day field trip.

Invasive Plants
Non-native plants detract from the
natural character of Wilderness areas. Due
to Pleasant Island's proximity to Gustavus
and heavy traffic to and from town, the area
is at high risk for invasive weeds.
Shorelines and recreation sites were
surveyed for presence of non-native plants. Common dandelion (
beaches and disturbed areas. No other invasive plants were found.

8

800
) was found on many

Bird Survey
Nat Drumheller, a birder from Gustavus,
volunteered to conduct bird counts for two days of the trip.
Baseline inventories of biota give a broad picture of the
diversity of our Wilderness areas. We can use baselines as
barometers of change in these ecosystems to trace forest
health over time.

Conclusion and Recommendations
Pleasant Island is a very heavily used Wilderness that is
showing the effects of over-use and innapropriate use.
For Pleasant Island to retain its Wilderness character the
community and the Forest Service must work together to
address threats and problems. We suggest that priority
actions be taken to removed
from
the Island, non-conforming sites be restored, and most
importantly, a cooperative education plan with SEACC and
SCS be implemented to foster stewardship and discourage
non-conforming use of the area.

For more information contact:
Adam Andis
907-747-7509
adam@sitkawild.org
or
Dan Lesh
907-586-6942
dan@seacc.org

Please see attached:
Community Survey Form
Recreation Site Inventory
Solitude Survey
Bird List

