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Archbishop called - Mike Short, a therapist in Elkhorn,
had called in to Bob Sampon - Short is a counselor and
now advocate fo

She reported to Short that her son
had been sexually molested by Fr.Widera while on a week-
end fishing outing - Son is age 13, an altar hoy at
parish. Archhishoo suggested 1 call Widera first, then
Short, assuring complainants that W, will be removed from
parish and will receive in-patient treatment,if necessary.

Called Widera - gone - his day off - left message with Henke
to call me. Tried to call his parental home - Otto Widera,

Hawthorne Ave. - but an unpublished number - no. info. avaml=
able.
Contacted Widera in P.M, - appointment tomorrow.

it

At Swan - 10:30 A.M. - Widera admitted that he made a
slip". He took boy fishing alone about 3 weeks ago. He

had heard nothing about the incident. He does not know
therapist. He has been seeing Leo Graham for past 3 years.
He is "on probation'" with the law - ends in August. He

was apparently shook by this discovery and sought advice
what to do. I informed him that he probably would be trans-
ferred and would need in-patient treatment. I would try to
keep the 1id on the thing, so no police record would be
made. He went to his sister's at(421-0264)=-parent’'s number
(7¢2-8965)Yand informed her of his problem. I can call her
to inform him to call me back. Parents will not be in-
formed.

Immediately called Mike Short at Lakeland Counseling Cen-
ter,Elkhorn, Box 29 - on County R4.NN, Z miles east of Eik-
horn (1-723- 5600 Ext.238)., -(Ron Barta also works there

by him). Made app't to meet Short
‘ ursday, July 8 at 2 P.M. at Elkhorn.
b didn't know what to do after she
pulled this info. out of the boy. Son must have manifested
some trauma after the experience. She called Short. He
feels that bay needs some help to re-establish spiritual
and attitudes toward Church and priests, ’
had not gone to police, She is separate om hus-
and app;;zhtly feared reprisals from Church if she would
go to police. She does not want priests from parish to coun-
sel the boy. Short feels that alcohol mavy be Widera's basic
problem. He will contactf; nf.".‘ and convince her not
to act with police, if Chutrcht Yemoveés W. from parish, and
gets him help, as well as counsels the boy.

Widera called back - gave him above info. He asked what he
should do. I suggested no further action at this time, but
he should prepare to be re-assigned = which is probably the
Archbishop's recommendation. Will call Widera immediately
after Thurs.meeting - he will meet me in Elkhorn.

Cilled and left above information with Ralph F. for the Arch-
hishon.
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777 Leo Graham called

Grahem asked

7/8 Graham called

Went to Lakeland Counse11ng Center at Elkhorn - met Mike
Short, & SN - heard @ story - mature
lad of 10 years - incident happened in lake while swimming=
also next day in sacristy before Mass.

EEEENA vas not seeking hospitalization - only
that Fr W. be moved from parish - she doesn't want

to see him

- otherwise she will take her children out of School

- she understands that Fr.W. is sick but was greatly
disillusioned by his conduct - she agreed to bring

@ to Leo Graham for an evaluation to see if any
traumatic effects. No cost to her. I tried to help
the boy sort thremgh his feelings, I indicated that
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3/12

Leo Graham-
(964-7520)
2939 N.Oakland

7/2¢€

3

{ had §Doken to Leo Craham re:counseling for Fr.
yt(l did not revea] that Fr.W. had heen seeing
nim for 3 yrs, already)

Then called Fr. W, o come to Elkhorn restaurant.

- told him to re-schedule his appaintments with
Graham

- find himself a Spiritual director

- anticipate moving from Delavan after his pro-
bation is over

- not to tell Fr.

- stay away from

- also stay away
frequently

Henl

at this

oy he is seen with

Revorted to Archbishop. He agreed that Fr. Y,
should ¢ ntinue with Graham -

He said I can call Paul Noelke Co.
attorneys

Called Graham

Short called - had heard from no-one
I told him I had contacted Graham and Archbishop
-Widera will probably not be moved till after

Labor Day because of replacement problems

-he should give this info. to f

I called Graham's office - on vacation till the
10th cretary has heen trving to reach

to make an appointment with her and
oy - she will continue to try to reach her to set
up the anpointment.
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3/20 Craham ca'!led - he had seen iand son-
a) no permanent damage to son - snent 3 hrs. with
mother.
b) Waldhauer called - Henke had called him and wanted
Videra removed - he had learn incident from
other people - then he asked about it

Waldbauer agreed to get supply help for the parish.
c) Called Graham - g@ ‘ T
d) Called Henke and Widera - they agreed that W. would
go "on vacation''(Catifornia'!) as soon as Waldbauer
would find suoply help. Then he would be transferred.
W. should tell people only that he's going on va-

cation.
e) Called Waldbauer -~ he will hunt - has not alerted
Board te thie case ~ in agreement with above ar-
rangements.
/21 Told Archbishon of the above develooments.
n/27 Approached Esser ahout above - the Personnel Boatrd has

heard nothing from anycne - Archhishop has not snjoken to
Personnel Board about this matter
- however. Paul knew that Widera's father had been to
De'avan and moved out Siegfried's helongings
- Paul w-uld have nrchlem in conscience to re-assign
Siegfried- When? and should thev really - in view of
WVidera's record???

Graham called -

1/77 Waldbauer gave me address of Widera ‘n Calif. -~ called
Graham -

REDACTED

1/11/77 Met Widera for 'unch in L.A. He will work in Orange

diocese
- showed me letter of app't. - confused with expression
"in hospitality'". He was concerned about 4 mo.back
pay, Blue Cross, Pension Fund
- Said that I would confer with Sampon when ~ return-

cf letter 1/7



