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HENDRY REVIEW 

I am absolutely delighted that the Hendry review has come to 

a positive conclusion. The Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon will 

create thousands of jobs, heat thousands of homes with clean 

energy, and will put Swansea Bay at the cutting edge of this 

new technology that can be exported all over the world. It is 

imperative that the government moves swiftly to finalise 

negotiations with Tidal Lagoon Power. There is now no reason 

why we should not be moving to full implementation of this 

project. http://bit.ly/2jaYkFL 

BREXIT VOTE 

Theresa May gave her much anticipated speech on Brexit, she has now made some important concessions – 

including seeking tariff-free and impediment-free access to the Single Market – but her speech was littered with 

inconsistencies, gaps and included a threat to turn Britain into a bargain basement economy if her preferred deal 

fails.  

Her idea of a Clean Brexit would mean leaving the Single Market; leave the existing Customs Union but create 

agreement with the EU or remain a signatory to some of the elements; new EU migration powers; and there will be 

a vote in Parliament.  

In some ways the speech was a bit of a damp squib as a lot of the detail was missing. I didn’t like the end of her 

speech where she seemed to be threatening to turn the UK into a bargain basement tax haven, a bit like a 

European version of the Cayman Islands. 

She does not have a mandate to change the UK into a European version of the Cayman Islands and that for me is 

unacceptable. 

It seams that Theresa Ma was saying to the EU, ‘if you don’t give us what we want we are going to change the 

British economic model.’ 

Labour will continue to call for the Government to publish a Brexit plan before Article 50 is triggered; to provide 

more detail in a number of key areas including how she will deliver a good deal for businesses and trade unions; 

and to argue for a more collaborative future relationship with the EU including through retained membership of 

common agencies such as Europol.  

News from the Commons  

http://bit.ly/2jaYkFL
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ABERAVON AM AND MP CONDEMN PLAID CYMRU 

FOR PLAYING POLITICS WITH STEELWORKERS' 

LIVELIHOODS 

David Rees and I released a joint statement after recent 

interventions by Plaid Cymru in the on-going discussions 

about the future of Tata Steel. 

Politicians should not be seeking to meddle in the lives of 

steelworkers at this difficult time. We should all respect 

steelworkers and allow them to weigh up the proposal.  

It appears that Plaid AMs are engaged in a crude attempt to 

score cheap political points. This is cynical opportunism of the 

worst sort, and we urge them to stop playing politics with 

steelworkers' livelihoods. http://bit.ly/2jnNYzN 

A YEAR ON FOR STEEL 

For the Welsh and UK steel industry, and Port Talbot in 
particular, the past 12 months have felt like being at the end 
of a yo-yo, as the industry has plunged in and out of crisis. 

Not long after the redundancy announcement we had the on 
again off again sale, and now we have proposals on the table 
that could secure a sustainable future, but these come 
alongside some considerable changes that the workforce 
must agree to. 

What the past year has made clear is that the Government’s 
approach, best characterised as a toxic combination of 
incompetence and indifference, must end. If we’d had a 
strategic government, committed to the future of the steel 
industry, the past year would have looked very different. 

For almost two years now I have been calling on the 
Government to bring forward a comprehensive industrial 
strategy for steel, something that will make clear their 
commitment to supporting the development of an 
environment in which our steel industry and communities can 
realise their full potential. http://bit.ly/2iIQaQA 

REMPLOY 

I had a great visit to Remploy to talk about the work they 

have been doing with former steelworkers, creating 

personalised support plans and equipping them with the 

rights skills to move into sustainable employment. 

Since 2010 Remploy Cymru has found over 17,000 jobs in 

mainstream employment for people with a range of physical, 

sensory an mental disabilities.  

News from Aberavon 

http://bit.ly/2jnNYzN
http://bit.ly/2iIQaQA
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ON BREXIT PARLIAMENT SHOULD BE HOLDING THE 

GOVERNMENT TO ACCOUNT BUT NOT TO RANSOM 

Over Christmas I wrote an article in the South Wales Evening Post 

about the role that Parliament should play in the Brexit process. In it 

I emphasised why it was right to force the Government to bring their 

plan back to Parliament. I also outlined three principals that should 

be at the heart of the Government’s proposals: protect markets; 

limits on free movement; and guarantee structural funds past 2020. 

You can read my full article at http://bit.ly/2jwDH6O 

PEOPLE ARE WORRIED ABOUT IMMIGRATION, 

LABOUR MUST DEVISE FAIR SYSTEM & REUNITE 

COUNTRY 

Together with Emma Reynolds MP I contributed an article to 

the Guardian on immigration and Labour developing a fair 

system that can unite the country. 

The EU referendum was a vote for change on immigration, the 

status quo is not an option. Labour must urgently press the 

government to put a progressive, fair and managed two-tier 

migration system at the heart of the Brexit negotiations.  Read 

more at http://bit.ly/2jnzU9v 

SIR IVAN ROGERS RESIGNATION  

Sir Ivan's resignation, seemingly out of the blue, raises serious 

concerns about the government's shambolic approach. 

Theresa May is recklessly sailing our country into uncharted 

waters, without a map or a compass. Let us hope that a 

replacement for Sir Ivan can be put in place rapidly, as there 

can be no doubt that the ship is in serious need of steadying. 

http://bit.ly/2j8VD3X 

PROGRESSIVE RESPONSES TO BREXIT  

I took part in panel discussion at a Fabian event on how we 

respond to Britain leaving the EU. To a full room I stressed that 

we should address the issue of free movement of workers 

because we believe in it, we should rebuilt the confidence on 

it. 

Political Digest 

GOVERNMENT SHOULD TONE DOWN ‘GUNG-HO’ 

ATTITUDE TO BREXIT 

Before Christmas I did an interview on Sky News where I said 

that the Government should tone down it’s ‘gung-ho’ attitude 

towards the Brexit negotiations. Instead it should try to 

engage with the EU in a more constructive way, understanding 

what concerns there are, and realising as with an negotiation 

there is give and take. http://bit.ly/2iILBFJ 

http://bit.ly/2jwDH6O
http://bit.ly/2jnzU9v
http://bit.ly/2j8VD3X
http://bit.ly/2iILBFJ


 



 

Friday Advice Surgeries 2017 

13 January  Sandfields     Sandfields Library   16.30-17.30 
           Morrison Road, Sandfields, SA12 6TG 

7 April    Briton Ferry      Briton Ferry Library    16.00-17.00 
           Neath Road, Briton Ferry, SA11 2QN 

23 June    Margam & Taibach    Taibach Community Library  15.30-16.30 

           Commercial Road, Taibach, SA13 1LN 

Saturday Coffee Mornings 2017 
25 February   Bryn & Cwmavon    Bryn Community Centre  10.00-12.00 
           Maesteg Rd, Bryn, SA13 2RY 

18 March   Noddfa Community Centre  10.00-12.00 

           Dunraven Street, Glyncorrwg, SA13 3AD 

13 May    Skewen       Memorial Hall     10.00-12.00 

           Skewen Park, Skewen, SA10 6DP 

More dates and venues for advice surgeries and coffee mornings will be confirmed shortly.  
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As your MP, I'd like to stay in touch 

and hear your views. 
You can visit my website to sign up to my mailing list. 

  
www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 

 
I send out a monthly newsletter and may also contact 

you to ask for your opinion on issues that may be 
important to you. 

Keep In Touch 


