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ST DAVID’S DAY DEBATE 

The House of Commons held its annual St David’s Day Debate 

and I contributed with a speech where I talked about Brexit, Steel 

and the boundary changes. I urged the Government to take 

action on steel and economic regeneration, and to rethink the 

boundary reviews.  

You can read my contribution at http://bit.ly/2nm6iKh 

ST DAVID’S DAY RECEPTION 

As part of the celebrations to mark St David’s Day in Westminster 

I attended a reception hosted by the First Minister Carwyn Jones. 

News from the Commons  

CHANGES TO PIP 

PIP helps chronically sick and disabled people fund their living 
costs and, in particular, the additional financial costs faced by 
disabled people. I have helped numerous constituents who have 
wrongly been taken off PIP only to have the benefit reinstated. So 
the Government’s decision to  cut  £3.7bn from the disability 
benefit and to tighten the eligibility criteria for PIP will fail those 
people who need the most help.  

Not one, but two, tribunals have ruled that the Government 
should expand the reach of PIP. But instead of listening to the 
court’s criticisms of Personal Independence Payment assessments 
and correcting these injustices, the Government has instead 
decided to undermine the legal basis of the rulings.  

Labour has a petition opposing the changes which you can sign at 
https://donation.labour.org.uk/index.php/actions/pip   

You can read my full press release at http://bit.ly/2m83Hmp 

NO REASON TO DELAY GOVERNMENT DECISION 
ON SWANSEA BAY TIDAL LAGOON 

Together with Carolyn Harris MP, Stephen Crabb MP & Nick 
Clegg MP, I have written an article urging ministers to give the 
green light to the Swansea Bay tidal lagoon project.   

It was extremely disappointing that the Chancellor did not include 
a commitment to press ahead with the lagoon in his Budget 
announcement. 

Given the strong support both within Parliament and among local 
communities, on top of Hendry’s recommendations, there is little 
reason for delay. You can read the whole article at http://
bit.ly/2noAVj7 

Industrial Communities Alliance  

Great to chair the Industrial Communities Alliance Industrial 

Strategy panel. It is so important that we engage with the 

consultation that is underway so the voice of industrial 

communities is heard.  

http://bit.ly/2nm6iKh
https://donation.labour.org.uk/index.php/actions/pip
http://bit.ly/2m83Hmp
http://bit.ly/2noAVj7
http://bit.ly/2noAVj7


 

EU (NOTIFICATION OF WITHDRAWAL) BILL  

When the European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Bill 

returned to the Commons, the Lords had made two important 

changes. Their amendments would have ensured that there is a 

meaningful vote in Parliament on the final draft Brexit deal, not 

the take it or leave it option offered by the Government, and they 

would have guaranteed the legal status of EU citizens resident in 

the UK before negotiations begin. 

During the debate I intervened in the Minister’s statement to ask 

whether we can trust the Minister’s word given the broken 

promises that we have seen from the Tories. You can read my intervention at http://bit.ly/2mIx4gY 

I voted to keep both amendments in the Bill but sadly they were both defeated by the Government majority. I then 

voted, in what was a difficult vote, to give the Government the power to trigger Article 50. 

With the Bill having now passed through Parliament, the battle over process is finished and the battle over substance 

begins. It is now going to be about what deal Theresa May can secure from Europe, but the ball is no longer in our court, 

it is firmly in the court of Brussels, Berlin and Paris. Theresa May will have failed if we crash out of the EU on the 

catastrophic World Trade Organisation rules. That is where the battle lines must be drawn as we move forward. 
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BUDGET 

The Chancellor’s Spring Budget read like a list of broken promises. 

Increasing National Insurance contributions for self employed people 

(which he has since reversed), abandoned deficit target and missed debt 

target. The Tories failure to get to grips has ensured austerity remains. 

There was very little in the Budget for Wales, no announcement on 

signing the Swansea Bay Region City Deal and no further commitment 

to the Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon.  

News from the Commons  

BRYN & CWMAVON COFFEE MORNING 

Together with Councillor David Whitelock, I hosted a Bryn and 

Cwmavon coffee morning. The event was well attended and we 

had a good discussion about various issues in Bryn. 

ABERAVON LITTER PICK 

It was good to join with Aberavon candidates, Colin Clement, 

Steffan ap Daffydd and Keith Priddle, on a litter pick in Aberavon. 

News from Aberavon 

ABERAVON RFC 

I spent an afternoon with Aberavon RFC talking about Brexit and 

the political landscape. It was an enjoyable afternoon with a lively 

question and answer session. 

http://bit.ly/2mIx4gY
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ABERAVON CAMPAIGNING  

It was good to be out with team Labour in sunny Aberavon 
delivering our newsletter to residents. 

CLARITY COPIERS 

Clarity Copiers have been providing my office with a photocopier 

since I first became elected. They are a local firm, based on the 

Kenfig Industrial Estate, and I popped along to see how their 

business is developing. 

News from Aberavon 

DIVIDED VIEWS, COMMON FUTURE 

To better understand what constituents want to see happen after 

we have left the European Union I held a meeting in St Paul’s 

Centre. At the meeting hopes for the future and aspirations for 

Aberavon were discussed. 

CWMAVON CAMPAIGNING 

It was good to join with Cwmavon candidates, Charlotte 

Galsworthy, Rhydian Mizen and David Whitelock, delivering their 

newsletter to residents.  

BOUNDARY COMMISSION  

The Boundary Commission for Wales has begun its second 

consultation period on the initial proposals that they published in 

September 2016. At this stage the initial proposals have not been 

changed. It still includes Skewen becoming part of Swansea East 

and Port Talbot being carved in two with Aberavon, Sandfields, 

Baglan and Briton Ferry joining Neath; and the Afan valley, 

Taibach, Margam and Port Talbot joining Ogmore. 

The Boundary Commission is inviting people to comment, either 

in favour or in opposition, to the submissions that were made 

during the first consultation period. It is important that we take 

full advantage of this second consultation period, again 

demonstrating opposition to the Boundary Commissions proposal 

and showing support for the alternative proposals that would 

keep the Port Talbot community as one.  http://bit.ly/2mNhthC 

GREEN DAY 

It was great to open the Green Day event organised by Keep 

Wales Tidy and Coastal Housing. St Paul’s Centre was full of 

different organisations promoting a greener environment. There 

was some great singing from Cor Serenata and Sandfields 

Primary School Choirs. 

http://bit.ly/2mNhthC
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SLACKTIVISTS 

I took part in a Slacktivist Action Group question and answer 

session with Jo Caulfield and Hugo Rifkind, where we discussed 

fake news, the steelworks, and the Copeland and Stoke by-

elections. You can listen to the Q&A at: https://www.acast.com/

slacktivistactiongroup/ep16-fakenews-wrongnews-sadnews-

slacktivistactiongroup?autoplay?autoplay 

Political Digest 

LABOUR MOVEMENT FOR EUROPE 

I spoke at a Labour Movement For Europe event and set out our 

plan for holding the Government to account on Brexit and 

engaging positively with Europe after Brexit. We must remember 

that we are the internationalist party. 

WESTMINSTER UNI 

The University of Westminster arranged a debate on Brexit which 

was attended by over 200 people. We explored ideas about how 

Brexit can work for the UK and I emphasised that I want to see a 

democratic Brexit with a vote in the House of Commons. 

COPELAND & STOKE BY-ELECTIONS 

In the weeks before voters went to the poll in Copeland and 

Stoke, I headed north to join our candidates Gillian Troughton 

and Gareth Snell on the campaign trail.  

Both candidates fought well for the party in a difficult political 

atmosphere.  

It was disappointing that Gillian fell short of holding on to the 

seat in Copeland, in what was a disastrous result for the party and 

from which lessons must be learnt.  

Gareth did a great job in exposing the lies of Paul Nuttall and 

hold off a strong UKIP challenge for the Stoke seat.  

https://www.acast.com/slacktivistactiongroup/ep16-fakenews-wrongnews-sadnews-slacktivistactiongroup?autoplay?autoplay
https://www.acast.com/slacktivistactiongroup/ep16-fakenews-wrongnews-sadnews-slacktivistactiongroup?autoplay?autoplay
https://www.acast.com/slacktivistactiongroup/ep16-fakenews-wrongnews-sadnews-slacktivistactiongroup?autoplay?autoplay


 

DAILY POLITICS 

After the Boundary Commission for Wales announced the launch 

of the second consultation on the boundary review I was 

interviewed on the Daily Politics show about what this would 

mean for democracy and for the town of Port Talbot.  

You can watch the interview at http://bbc.in/2nzP5NN 

COULD BREXIT SAVE THE EU 

Demos hosted a debate on whether Brexit could save the EU. I 

addressed the meeting say that Europe’s common view on how to 

deal with the UK’s departure could unite the nation states. 

What we have to learn from the Brexit result is that we must find 

ways of reconnecting people to our institutions both in Europe 

and in Britain.   

EVENING STANDARD 

I sat down with Stefanie Marsh of the Evening Standard to talk 

about Brexit, Jo Cox, threats against MPs & Labour. 

You can read my interview online at http://bit.ly/2nmMXwI 

Political Digest 

VOTE LEAVE INVESTIGATION 

I have written to the Electoral Commission calling on them to 

establish whether the official pro-Brexit campaign used a front 

organisation to get round spending limits. 

I was glad to receive confirmation from the Electoral Commission 

that they will investigate and are due to report later this month. 

http://bzfd.it/2mrOxIJ 

SWANSEA BAY TIDAL LAGOON 

It was great to welcome Shadow Secretary of State for Business, 

Energy and Industrial Strategy, Rebecca Long Bailey, to south 

Wales. She was here to give her support to the Swansea Bay Tidal 

Lagoon and to urge the Government to back the  project. 
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REBUILDING TRUST 

For the Fabian Society I have written an article on how Labour’s 

long journey back to electoral relevance must start by rebuilding 

trust in our ability to manage the economy. 

You can read the article on my website at http://bit.ly/2mTGKXE 

http://bbc.in/2nzP5NN
http://bit.ly/2nmMXwI
http://bzfd.it/2mrOxIJ
http://bit.ly/2mTGKXE
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As your MP, I'd like to stay in touch 

and hear your views. 
You can visit my website to sign up to my mailing list. 

  
www.stephenkinnock.co.uk 

 
I send out a monthly newsletter and may also contact 

you to ask for your opinion on issues that may be 
important to you. 

Keep In Touch 


