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News from the Commons

HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO HAVE A MEANINGFUL VOTE
ON SOMETHING THAT HAS ALREADY TAKEN PLACE

During Prime Minister's questions I asked the Prime
Minister about the meaningful vote the Government
promised on the Brexit deal. The Prime Minister failed to
explain how that is possible if, as David Davis said, the
vote will come after Brexit has happened.
http://bit.ly/2zkqJ4t

PMFAILSTOANSWERQUESTIONONPLANTOAVERT
DISASTERATPORTOFDOVERINEVENTOFANODEALBREXIT
The Prime Minister gave a statement in the House on the
progress being made in the Brexit negotiations. I was ask
her about what plans the Government has to avert a
disaster at the port of Dover in the event of a 'no deal'
Brexit. You can read the exchange at http://bit.ly/2gEh4hC
It was also covered on BBC News: http://bit.ly/2AIfGPV

BIG BEN RENOVATION IS FAST BECOMING A SYMBOL
OF THIS GOVERNMENT’S INDIFFERENT AND
INCOMPETENT APPROACH TO OUR STEEL INDUSTRY
I questioned the House of Commons Commission about
the steel used in the renovation of Big Ben: http://bit.ly/2y1Ioxw
Big Ben is seen as symbol of our country around the
world, but its renovation is fast becoming a symbol of
this government’s indifferent and incompetent approach
to our steel industry.

THE BRITISH PEOPLE DESERVE AN ELECTORAL SYSTEM
IN WHICH EVERY VOTE COUNTS
The Petitions Committee granted a debate in
Westminster Hall for the proportional representation
petition. I took part in that debate and advocated that we
need a change in our voting system to one where every
vote counts. I also called on political parties to give a
commitment to replace the first past the post system
with a more representational system. http://bit.ly/2A2ZRmM

COMMITTEE FOR EXITING THE EUROPEAN UNION
QUESTIONS DAVID DAVIS
The Committee for Exiting the European Union were
given the chance to question David Davis MP, the
Minister for Exiting the EU. I took the opportunity to ask
him about a transition arrangement and the potential of
a no deal scenario.
Read my exchange with David Davis at http://bit.ly/2z6Kvj9
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News from the Commons
PERSONAL INDEPENDENCE PAYMENTS

I recently tabled a range of written questions on PIP:
http://bit.ly/2hptxmk
The answers I received threw up some shocking but
unsurprising results around complaints made about the
assessment process. Sadly it support what I hear week
after week about how constituents are treated, how they
are humiliated, belittled and denied basic human dignity.
http://bit.ly/2zkC5p7

TRADE WITH BUSINESSES BASED IN THE ILLEGALLY
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES OF THE WEST BANK SHOULD
BE SANCTIONED
During a debate in Westminster Hall on the centenary of
the Balfour declaration I was able to intervene and ask
whether trade with businesses based in the illegally
occupied territories of the West Bank should be
sanctioned. http://bit.ly/2iO28Os

COVENANT IS FINAL NAIL IN COFFIN FOR
PRISON PROPOSALS
I again attended questions to the Ministry of Justice to
raise concerns over plans to build a prison on the Baglan
Industrial Estate. On this occasion I asked him about the
covenant on the land that states it should not be used
‘other than as an industrial park’ and calling on him to
admit that this is the final nail in the coffin for his plans
to build a prison in Baglan. http://bit.ly/2irmSI1

EXITING THE EU SECTORAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS
A motion was put to the House calling for the
Government to release the Brexit sectoral impact
assessments. I spoke in favour of the motion, as without
this information it is impossible for Parliament to do its
job: hold the Government to account.

You can read my speech at: http://bit.ly/2lL2BCf

GOVERNMENT NEED PROPER CONTINGENCY
MEASURES TO DEFEND STEEL INDUSTRY FROM HARM
In the House I asked the Government what they are
doing to defend the steel industry from harm following
changes to the EU Emissions Trading System Register.
Without UK government action the steel industry could
face millions of pounds of additional costs.
You can see the exchange on http://bit.ly/2jdFfUE
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News from the Commons
EEA BREXIT IS ONLY WAY TO REUNITE BRITAIN
I secured a Backbench Business Debate in the House of
Commons on British membership of the European
Economic Area (EEA). In the debate I argued that an EEAbased Brexit is the one Brexit that could reunite our
divided country and it is a Brexit that provides the
certainty and predictability that our country so
desperately needs in these turbulent times.
You can watch the debate at http://bit.ly/2ylGLXE

MICHEL BARNIER
I went with the Exiting EU Committee to Brussels to meet
with the EU’s Chief Brexit Negotiator, Michel Barnier. It
was an interesting meeting, there is a clear desire for
progress but sill a very, very long way to go.

DOVER VISIT
The Exiting EU Committee visited the Port of Dover to
speak to staff there. They were able to tell us that an
additional two minutes of processing time on the 10,000
heavy goods vehicles that go through the port would
result in a 13 mile tailback. That is why a potential no
deal would be a disaster for our trade.

BREXIT SECRETARY AND HIS PARTY STILL
DON'T SEEM TO REALISE WHAT A TRANSITION
DEAL WILL ACTUALLY MEAN
On the day that the Brexit Secretary announced that
Parliament would have a meaningful vote on Brexit, I
questioned him on whether he and his Party realise
what a transition deal will actually mean.
Read our exchange at http://bit.ly/2zIH8x9

VOTES AT 16
I was in the Chamber for Jim McMahon’s Votes at 16
Private Members Bill. He made an outstanding speech.
I had hoped to speak in favour of the Bill but sadly the
Tories talked the Bill out. It has been scheduled to be
debated again, but it is so far down the order paper it is
unlikely to be debated.
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News from Aberavon
RICHARD BURTON 10K
I ran the Richard Burton 10k on the weekend. There
were almost 2,000 runners this year and organisers had
set a new challenging course. As always there was a
fantastic community spirit in Cwmavon and it was great
to have much needed support from Helle. I finished in a
respectable time of 54 minutes and 44 seconds. Well
done to all those that took part and to the organisers for
another fantastic event.
http://bit.ly/2m5WE2R

CYMER AFAN SCHOOL
After it was announced that plans to close Cymer Afan
school and transfer pupils to Ysgol Newydd Margam
would go out to consultation, I have offered my support
to help the community.
First and foremost the views of our communities must
be heard, loud and clear. I am therefore urging residents
to engage as actively as possible with this consultation,
and to feed into the process every step of the way.
http://bit.ly/2lMT2m6

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
I was proud to lay wreaths in Port Talbot and Briton
Ferry, alongside David Rees AM, Cllr Rob Jones Leader of
Neath Port Talbot Council, and many other friends. We
will remember them.

COFFEE MORNINGS
Its been a busy month of coffee mornings across the
constituency. The first was in Sandfields with Cllrs
Matthew Crowley, Oliver Davies, Ted Latham, Suzanne
Paddison, Sean Pursey and Rob Wood. I held one in
Skewen with David Rees and Councillors Angharad
Aubrey and Mike Harvey. That was followed by a coffee
morning in Briton Ferry with Councillor Hugh James.

OUTREACH PROGRAMME
On a cold November evening, I joined Sally Bradley, team
leader of the Homeless Outreach programme, which
helps feed the homeless every Sunday evening. They do
a fantastic job helping some of the most vulnerable in
our community.
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Political Digest

ONLY A LABOUR NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION IN
THE TORIES CAN AVERT A BREXIT DISASTER

I wrote in the Guardian about how the Government is
failing miserably in the Brexit negotiations and how
Labour has emerged as the Party to get the Brexit
negotiations back on track. That is why Labour should
table a motion of no confidence in the Government and
steer our county into safer waters. http://bit.ly/2yKOMIt

WORLD POLIO DAY

I took part in a wheelchair basketball game in Trafalgar
Square on World Polio Day. Last year there were only 37
cases of polio in the world, let’s now make that zero and
end polio. http://bit.ly/2lyWu3w

SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT
On Sunday I was interviewed by Arwyn Jones, on BBC
Radio Wales’ Sunday Supplement show, about Brexit.
You can listen to the interview at http://bbc.in/2zxJpNI

BBC RADIO 4—Balfour Declaration
I was interviewed on BBC Radio 4 about the Balfour
declaration and argued that the Balfour Declaration
should be a moment o regret as a key part of the
declaration, the protection of civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish communities, has not been upheld.
You can listen to the interview at http://bit.ly/2zYWZdC

BREXIT: REGULATORS TO REPLACE EU BODIES
Research I commissioned revealed that there are at least
50 EU bodies that the UK will need to leave and either
replace, or become associate member of when leaving
the EU. Of those 50, there is no option for the UK
Government to remain a member of 21.
These figures make plain the scale of the institutional
and organizational challenge that the government is
going to face after Brexit. Unless we replicate the
function of the 50 EU agencies and bodies that we are
set to leave in March 2019, we risk seeing important
consumer, environmental and other rights and
protections disappear as they become unenforceable.
https://bloom.bg/2hAe9a9

WELSH BUSINESSES
I met with Welsh businesses in the House of Commons
after they came to London to attend an event hosted by
my colleague Gerald Jones MP.
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Keep In Touch
As your MP, I'd like to stay in touch
and hear your views.
You can visit my website to sign up to my mailing list.

www.stephenkinnock.co.uk
I send out a monthly newsletter and may also contact
you to ask for your opinion on issues that may be
important to you.
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