
   

Don’t forget to follow Tenant Resource Center on our 

Blog     , Facebook     , and Twitter     accounts for announcements 

about our annual fundraising events in Madison, and more! 

 

This program is funded by the following: 

8/23/12 Last updated: 

Special thanks to the Dane County Bar Association and Area Agency on Aging of 
Dane County (Leck Grant) for their generous support in updating these materials! 

The Tenant Resource Center is a non-profit, membership organization dedicated to 

promoting positive relations between rental housing consumers and providers 

throughout Wisconsin. By providing information and referrals, education about rental 

rights and responsibilities, and access to conflict resolution, we empower the 

community to obtain and maintain quality affordable housing. 
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Roommates 

and You 

  

BEDROOMS 
 

 What bedrooms will the roommates occupy? 

 

 Will roommates be switching bedrooms at any point 

during the lease? 

 

 Will those with larger rooms pay more rent? 

 

 Will those sharing a room pay less rent? 

 

 

SMOKING 

 
 Will smoking be permitted in the apartment? If so, when 

and where? 

 

 

PETS 
 

 Will any of the roommates have pets? 

 

 What types of pets are acceptable? 

 

 Who is responsible for taking care of any pets? 

 

 

MESSAGES/MAIL 
 

 Where will you leave messages and mail? 

 

 

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY 
 

 What will happen if property in the apartment is 

destroyed? 

 

 Will everyone be equally responsible or will you agree 

that the person who broke/destroyed the property will 

be responsible? 

 

 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 

How will you deal with problems if any occur? If you live in 

Dane County, you may consider the Housing Mediation 

Service as a first step for resolving conflicts. Outside of 

Dane County, other out-of-court mediation is available 

through the Wisconsin Association of Mediators. 

 

 

For more information please see the back of this brochure 

or contact Tenant Resource Center. 

 

 

 

“Fridge List” of Useful Information 

For Roommates in Wisconsin 
Housing Mediation Service (Dane County) 
Phone: (608) 257-2799 

E-mail: mediation@tenantresourcecenter.org 

 

The Housing Mediation Service can provide a trained, 

impartial mediator to help roommates negotiate 

roommate agreements and settle disputes such as bills, 

subletting, privacy, guests, noise, and communication 

problems. For more information, please see our “Housing 

Mediation Service (Dane County)” brochure, visit the 

Tenant Resource Center website or stop by our office. 

 

Wisconsin Association of Mediators (for 

mediation outside Dane County) 
Phone: (608) 848-1970 

E-mail: wam@mailbag.com 

Website: www.wamediators.org 

 

Madison Gas & Electric 
Phone: (608) 252-7000 

 

Madison Police Non-Emergency Dispatch 
(608) 266-4275 

 

OR: 

 

Your Local Non-Emergency Dispatch Number: 
(Available in the phone book or online.) 

 

 
[Write number here and post in an obvious place.] 

 

For more useful information please reference 

our brochure “Apartment Safety.” 
 

Visit us at tenantresourcecenter.org! 

Follow us on       ,       and      ! 

If you need an interpreter, materials in 
alternative formats, or other accommodations, 
call our administrative line at (608) 257-0143. 

MAIN OFFICE 
(Located in the Social Justice Center, Suite 102) 

1202 Williamson Street, Madison, WI 53703 

Monday – Friday, 9AM-6PM 

Housing Questions: (608) 257-0006 

Toll-Free: (877) 238-RENT (7368) 
asktrc@tenantresourcecenter.org 

En Español: (608) 237-8913 

Hmoob: (608) 257-0143 

Mediation: (608) 257-2799 

Business: (608) 257-0143 | Fax: (608) 286-0804 

 

CAMPUS OFFICE 
(Located in the Student Activity Center, 3rd Floor) 

333 East Campus Mall, Madison, WI 53703 

Hours vary, please check the website! 

Phone: (608) 561-3727 

uw@tenantresourcecenter.org 

 

HOUSING HELP DESK 
(Located in the Dane County Job Center, Room 2) 

1819 Aberg Avenue, Madison, WI 53704 

Monday – Friday, 10AM-2PM 

Phone: (608) 242-7406 | Fax: (608) 242-7490 

hhd@tenantresourcecenter.org 

 

 



  

Checking Out Potential 

Roommates 
Roommates significantly affect each others' lives 

emotionally and financially. Choose your roommates 

carefully and work with them if problems occur. 

 

If you will be living with roommates whom you do not 

know, ask the landlord to let you sign a separate lease. 

The lease should make you responsible only for your share 

of the rent and for damages caused by you or your 

guests. Landlords may (but do not have to) let you and 

your roommates sign separate leases. 

 

Screen roommates you do not know the same way a 

landlord would screen a tenant. Ask questions about their 

finances and their rental history. Request a professional 

and personal reference, and offer the same information 

about yourself. 

 

Do not assume that a best friend will make a great 

roommate. After you have signed a lease you may 

discover that you have different ideas about cleaning, 

parties, bills, or other issues which could become major 

problems. By then your only options will be to negotiate 

some compromises, sublet, wait until the lease ends or 

hope your landlord put an illegal clause in your lease that 

allows makes your lease void and unenforceable (Wis. 

Stat. 704.44).  For more information, see our brochure on 

Ending A Lease. 

 

To prevent roommate conflicts, you should discuss the 

issues described below with all prospective roommates 

and sign a roommate agreement. 

 

Roommate Agreements 
Roommates who sign one rental agreement are jointly 

and severally liable under that agreement. "Joint and 

several liability" means that any or all roommates can be 

held responsible when any roommate fails to meet 

obligations under that rental contract, such as not paying 

rent, violating a lease clause or damaging the apartment. 

Roommates can also hold each other liable if the landlord 

holds only one or some of them responsible. It is a good 

idea to spell out some basic rules in a roommate 

agreement. 

 

 

Sample Roommate Agreement 
The roommate agreement should establish each 

roommate's obligation to the others. All roommates should 

sign and date the agreement and get a copy. The Tenant 

Resource Center has sample copies on our website and in 

our office. Some items to include in a roommate 

agreement: 

 

RENT 
 

 Will one person pay the rent or will each roommate send 

a separate check to the landlord? 

 

 What will happen if one person cannot pay the rent one 

month? 

 

 Will one roommate pay extra for special privileges such 

as a parking spot or a bigger room? 

 

 If the landlord only wants to accept one check, work 

out a payment plan. Make sure the plan is in writing and 

keep good records. 

 

 

SHARED BILLS 
 

 Whose name will be on shared bills (cable, internet, 

electricity, etc.) 

 

 Will you pay with separate checks? 

 

 Will other people on the lease pay directly to the person 

whose name is on the bill, or to the company involved? 

 

 Does one person have a water bed? An extra air 

conditioner? Like it warmer in the apartment? Will they 

then pay more? 

 

 Who will pay any late charges? Some utility companies 

let you put several names on the bill. This may 

encourage all roommates to pay their bills on time. 

 

HOUSEHOLD DUTIES 
Who will be responsible for the following duties: 

 

 …taking out the garbage? 

 

 …doing the dishes? 

 

 …cleaning the bathroom? 

 

 …vacuuming the living room? 

 

 …other cleaning chores? 

 
 How often will the apartment be cleaned? 

 
 

 

SUBLETTING 
 

 What policy do the roommates have regarding 

subletting? 

 

 Roommates can sublet only with the consent of all other 

roommates. Do the roommates agree not to withhold 

their consent unreasonably? 

 

 

GUESTS 
 

 Are overnight guests allowed? 

 

 When, how often, and for how long may guests visit? 

 

 Where will overnight guests sleep? 

 

 

SECURITY DEPOSITS 
 

 Who paid the security deposit and to whom will the 

security deposit be returned?  

 

 What happens to a roommate's security deposit if they 

sublet? 

 

This is best done in writing so the landlord knows who to 

return it to. Otherwise, the landlord will return one check 

with all your names on it. ATCP 134.06(2)(d) In the City of 

Madison, the landlord must disclose in writing how the 

security deposit will be returned to roommates. (12/21/11) 

 

 

QUIET HOURS 
 

 What hours, if any, will be designated as quiet hours? 

 

 

PARTIES 
 

 Will parties be allowed? 

 

 Will alcohol be served? 

 

 What size, when, and how often will parties be allowed? 

 

 

PRIVACY 
 

 How much privacy do all roommates want in their 

bedrooms? 

 

 What about in the rest of the apartment? 

 

NOTE: 2011 Wisconsin Acts 108 and 143 (formerly SB 107 

and SB 466) changed many laws. Act 108 (Dane 

County/Madison and Fitchburg) went into effect on 12/21/11 

and Act 143 (statewide) went into effect on 3/31/12. These 
changes are indicated in bold and strikethrough and apply to 

leases signed or some events that happened after that date. 

 

 


