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As the following pages show, 2017 has 
been a busy year for us. We continue 
to examine important development 
challenges facing Papua New Guinea, 
as is evident from our work this year 
pertaining to the PNG LNG project, the 
Paga Hill land dispute, and the ques-
tion of Bougainville’s economic future. 
Our Pacific focus is set to broaden in 
the months to come with more focus 
on Solomon Islands and hopefully, oth-
er countries across the region.

Our progress this year would not have 
been possible without the fresh impe-
tus we received from the addition of 
Brynn O’Brien to our team. As one of 
Australia’s top human rights lawyers, 
Brynn now leads most of our corporate 
accountability advocacy - an increas-
ingly important component of our 
work. We are grateful to our parent 
organisation The Australia Institute for 
facilitating this partnership with Brynn 
and for all their other support. 
 
Tim Winton has been associated with 
Jubilee for some time, but it was mar-
vellous that this year we were able to 
welcome him as our official Patron. We 
feel very privileged to have one of Aus-
tralia’s best-loved novelists as the face 
of our organisation and look forward to 
his involvement in the years ahead.

All of the work we do, would not have 
been possible without the moral and 
financial support from the Australian 
public.  We are very grateful for this, 
and we hope that you will join us in 
making an impact moving forward – as 
new challenges await in 2018.

Sincerely,
Luke Fletcher
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The last 18 months 
have seen renewed 
troubles emerge 
with the PNG LNG 

project- the enormous 
ExxonMobil-led natural gas 
project in the PNG high-
lands. There is very strong 
evidence that the alleged 
development benefits of 
the project both for the pro-
ject areas and the country 
as a whole have been ex-
aggerated. As predicted by 
our reports Risky Business 
and Pipe Dreams, this has 
been partly due to misman-
agement of the revenues at 
both the local and the na-
tional level.

As residents in the Hela 

region, the main site of 
the project, become in-
creasingly unhappy about 
the disappointing impact 
of the project on their 
lives, the companies have 
pressured the PNG gov-
ernment to bring in state 
police and military to take 
control of the increasingly 
restive region and protect 
the project’s assets. In-
vestigation by Jubilee has 
discovered that Australian 
company Oil Search-Exx-
on’s junior partner in the 
project - may have made 
‘facilitation payments’ to 
the PNG government for 
these services, which are 
of questionable legality. 
Along with our friends at 

the Australiasian Centre for 
Corporate Accountability 
(ACCR), we made sure that 
these questions were raised 
at the company’s AGM in 
Port Moresby in May.

The PNG LNG project was 
made possible because of 
the support of Efic-Austral-
ia’s taxpayer-backed Export 
Credit Agency-which made 
its largest ever loan (half 
a billion dollars) towards 
the project in 2009. We 
also helped ensure that the 
pressure was kept on Efic 
for this decision in the Par-
liament, notably in a Senate 
Estimates session in June.

OUR IMPACT 
IN 2017
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Paga Hill was a quiet 
seaside communi-
ty in Port Moresby 
before developers 

moved in, demolished 
much of the housing, and 
forcibly evicted the resi-
dents in order to build a 
luxury tourist and commer-
cial development. Three 
thousand residents were 
scattered across several lo-
cations around Port Mores-
by during 2012-2014.

Director Hollie Fifer made 
a searing and powerful doc-
umentary about the evic-
tion and the community’s 
subsequent fight for justice. 
One of the central figures 
in the film was criminolo-

gist and Jubilee Australia 
Research Committee mem-
ber Dr Kristian Lasslett. 
The film, ‘The Opposition’ 
premiered this year at the 
Melbourne Human Rights 
and Arts Film Festival and 
the Sydney Film Festival to 
much acclaim.

In an effort to build on the 
work of the film, Jubilee, 
along with our partners at 
AID/WATCH, visited the 
communities and further 
investigated the issue. We 
uncovered more informa-
tion about the brutal evic-
tion and social cleansing of 
the Paga Hill community, 
as well as National 

Housing Corporation com-
munities in the area that 
had resided there for sever-
al decades. These concerns 
were then taken up in a 
report by the Sydney Morn-
ing Herald in June.

THE PAGA HILL LAND GRAB
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EFIC AND BOIKARABELO

In late 2016, Efic - Aus-
tralia's export credit 
agency- announced 
that it was consider-

ing providing financing to 
South African-Australian 
company ResGen for a new 
coal mine in South Africa's 
Waterberg region. Much 
the same as the Adani 
mine would do for the 
Galilee basin, the develop-
ment of this deposit could 
see untold tonnes of coal 

dug up and burnt - greatly 
increasing future climate 
catastrophes on the planet 
which will hurt the world's 
poorest. 

In early 2017 we published, 
in combination with The 
Australia Institute, the 
report African White Ele-
phants which explored in 
more detail the folly of Efic 
supporting this project. 
Our work was supported by 

the excellent campaigning 
of Action Aid which also 
drew attention to the hu-
man rights violations asso-
ciated with the coal sector 
in South Africa.

In November 2107, Efic for-
mally withdrew the project 
from active consideration. 
A significant victory for 
us and our partners and 
an even more important 
result for the planet.

This year, Jubilee, 
along with part-
ners in civil soci-
ety and academia, 

helped to re-establish 
the Australian Corporate 
Accountability Network 
(ACAN). ACAN had a trun-
cated first life some years 
back - but now it has been 
re-born, into (we hope) a 
more robust and lasting 
entity.

Jubilee has played a cru-
cial role in reestablishing 
this network: our Business 

and Human Rights Advisor 
Brynn O'Brien, has served 
on the network's secretari-
at throughout the year.

We believe that a strong 
ACAN is essential to push 
for the kind of legislative 
and other reforms that will 
be needed to better hold 
companies to account- es-
pecially those who opera-
tions impact on vulnerable 
communities overseas.

ACAN

OUR IMPACT 
IN 2017

‘JUBILEE AUSTRALIA HAS 
TAKEN OUR FIGHT FORWARD 

AND IS REALLY MAKING 
THINGS HAPPEN FOR MY 

COMMUNITY’
Joe Moses
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Did you know that you can 
follow us on social media? 
facebook.com/JubileeAus

twitter.com/Jubilee_Au

You can also sign up to our 
newsletter to keep up-to-date 

with our work at 
www.jubileeaustralia.org.

MAINLAND PNG

Following our landmark 
2012 report Pipe Dreams, 
we will further investigate 
the political and economic 
impact that the PNG LNG 
project has had on the PNG 
economy as a whole and 
on the local communities. 
Did the project bring the 
expected development 
outcomes both locally and 
nationally? And are the 
Australian companies, 
financial institutions and 
government agencies tell-
ing the truth about what is 
going on up there?

SOLOMON ISLANDS

In 2018 we will be taking a 
closer look at the Solomon 
Islands. There have been 
long-running disputes 
across the archipelago over 
the benefits of forestry- but 
now, increasingly, the de-
bates are over mining. We 
will look specifically at the 
Temotu Province where a 
community is facing pres-
sures to grant a lease to ex-
ploit rich bauxite reserves 
on the island of Nendo.

BOUGAINVILLE

We are currently in the 
middle of our largest ever 
Bougainvlle project, which 
will explore the develop-
ment choices facing 
Bougainville. Is a return to 
large scale mining inevita-
ble for Bougainville’s fu-
ture? Are there other alter-
natives? This project will 
explore these questions in 
new and interesting ways.

Q AND A WITH THE INTERNS

Q 1:
WHAT MADE YOU 
WANT TO WORK AT 
JUBILEE?

Q 2:
WHAT WAS THE 
MOST INTERESTING 
THING ABOUT YOUR 
INTERNSHIP EXPERI-
ENCE?

Q 3: 
WHAT ARE YOU DO-
ING NOW?

Jubilee’s work could not have been possible this year without the wonderful contribu-
tions of our interns and volunteers. We thought you might like to know a little more 
about them and find out what they are up to now.

OUR PLANS MOVING FORWARD

2018
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A 1: I wanted to further 
understand how NGOs 
such as Jubilee work to 
improve our society for 
the better, and enhance 
justice for vulnerable 
communities. 

A 2: The most interest-
ing part was to see how 
people with a passion 
for social justice come 
together to make change 
happen.

A 3: I work as a com-
munication officer for 
Jubilee. 

DINA RUI EMMA DALCO

A 1: I wanted to under-
stand how an NGO works, 
and observe how justice 
is gained for vulnerable 
communities. 

A 2: I really enjoyed 
learning about the po-
tential relationships 
between companies, 
shareholders and refu-
gee detention centres. 

A 3: I am now working 
as a summer vacationer 
at KPMG in the Policy, 
Programs and Evaluation 
Team. 

A 1: Because I admire 
and personally align the 
organization’s directive 
and values.

A 2: The most interest-
ing take-away from my 
internship was to see first 
hand the extent to which 
some mining corpora-

tions are willing to go in 
order to generate max-
imum profit - even if it 
entails breaking ethical 
commitments and/or 
laws.

A 3: I am back home 
in Canada searching for 
permanent employment. TAYLOR MCMULLEN



City

Email

Donations are what 
keeps our organi-
sation going, and 
enables our criti-

cal, independent voice to 
be heard. Without dona-
tions, all the work you have 
read about here would not 
have been possible. 

Every single contribution, 
regardless of size, has a 

real impact. Together, we 
can change our society for 
the better.

If you want to join us in 
making an impact, you 
can fill out the form below, 
send us an email at info@
jubileeaustralia.org, or 
check out our website at 
www.jubileeaustralia.org.

JOIN US IN MAKING AN IMPACT

TEAR OFF BELOW 
Return to Jubilee Australia Research Centre, PO BOX 20885, World Square NSW 2002.

CONTACT 
DETAILS

GIFT 
DETAILS

PAYMENT
DETAILS

Full name

For credit card payments, please complete the details below:

Cardholders name:

Signature:

Card number:

CCV: Expiry date:

Address

Phone:

State: Postcode:

Cheques can be made pay-
able to ‘Jubilee Australia 
Research Centre’.

Please note: All donations 
above $2 are tax-deducta-
ble.

I enclose a donation of (circle):

$50    $100    $250    $500    $1000    $2000

Other (please specify): $

I would like to set up a monthly debit from my 
credit card of the following amount (circle):
$25 monthly  $50 monthly  $75 monthly  $100 monthly

Other (please specify): $

It is now possible to donate 
to Jubilee in someone’s 
name, and the gift recipient 
will receive a thank you let-
ter from Jubilee. To find out 
more and how to donate, 
email us on info@jubi-
leeaustralia.org, or check 
out our website at 
www.jubileeaustralia.org.

A 
PERFECT

CHRISTMAS
GIFT


