
CONCEALED CARRY 

IN ILLINOIS 

Rights and Responsibilities  

for Businesses 



Concealed Carry Law Overview 

• Enacted into law as Public Act 98-63 on July 9, 2013. 

 

• Creates statewide shall-issue licensing standard. 

 

• With regard to FOID Card holders and concealed carry licensees, strictly preempts 

authority of local governments to regulate handguns and ammunition for handguns, 

including licensing, possession, registration and transportation. 

 

• With regard to FOID Card holders, preempts authority of local governments to regulate 

transportation of any firearms or ammunition. 

 

• Not preempted: (1) Municipal assault weapons bans (“AWB”) enacted prior to or within 

10 days after enactment of this legislation—other AWB’s would be preempted; and (2) 

Local regulations imposing registration or restrictions on acquisition, possession and 

transfer of firearms other than handguns. 

 

• Grants licensee broad right to carry in a vehicle, including within a vehicle in the 

parking lot of most prohibited areas. 



Concealed Carry Law Overview 
• License to be issued by State Police, with applications to be made available within 180 

days after the effective date. 

 

• $150 Fee; authorizes ISP to charge additional fee for conducting criminal history 
records check of fingerprints, not to exceed the actual cost (approx. $30). 

   

• 5-year license. 

 

• 16 hours of training (Including Live Fire Exercise): Courses to be approved and 
instructors certified by ISP starting 60 days after effective date. 

• Up to 8 hours of approved training previously completed by the applicant, or training 
received in the military by active, retired, or honorably discharged personnel counts 
toward the training requirement. Renewal application requires 3 hours of training, 
plus re-qualification on the firing range. 

 

• Carrying prohibited on public transportation, in government buildings, schools, 
playgrounds, municipal parks, bars (those that derive more than 50% of gross receipts 
from alcohol sales), prisons, airports, and in other areas defined in this legislation. 

 

• Owners of private property may prohibit the carrying of firearms on their property, 
subject to the parking lot “safe harbor” provision. 

 



Banned Locations  

• Schools, Playgrounds, taverns, government buildings, hospitals, 

medical facilities, nursing homes, stadiums and arenas, collegiate or 

professional sporting events. 

• Any bus, train or form of transportation paid in whole or in part with 

public funds. 

• Any buildings, real properties or parking areas under the control of 

public libraries, airports, amusement parks, zoos, museums. 

•  Gaming facilities licensed under the Riverboat Gambling Act or the 

Illinois Horse Racing Act of 1975, including an inter-track wagering 

location licensee. 

• Also any area where firearms are prohibited under federal law.  



Prohibited Areas: Colleges & Universities 
 

• Any building, classroom, laboratory, 

medical clinic, hospital, artistic venue, 

athletic venue, entertainment venue, 

officially recognized university-related 

organization property, and any real 

property, including parking areas, 

sidewalks, and common areas under 

control of a public or private community 

college, college, or university. 

 

• Nothing in this Act shall prohibit a public 

or private community college, college, or 

university from permitting the carrying or 

use of firearms for the purpose of 

instruction and curriculum of officially 

recognized programs.   

 



Prohibited Area Exception 
    

Parking Lot Exception 
•A licensee prohibited from carrying a concealed firearm into the parking area of 

a prohibited location (except a nuclear facility or area prohibited by federal law) 

shall be permitted to carry a concealed firearm on or about his or her person 

within a vehicle into the parking area and may store a firearm or ammunition 

concealed in a case out of plain view within a locked vehicle or locked 

container within the vehicle in the parking area. A "case" includes a glove 

compartment or console that completely encloses the concealed firearm or 

ammunition, the trunk of the vehicle, or a firearm carrying box, shipping box, or 

other similar container. 

 

•A licensee may carry a concealed firearm in the immediate area surrounding 

his or her vehicle within a prohibited parking lot area only for the limited 

purpose of storing or retrieving a firearm within the vehicle's trunk, provided the 

licensee ensures the concealed firearm is unloaded prior to exiting the vehicle.  



Property Owners’ Information 
• The law grants property owners the authority to determine whether concealed 

handguns are or are not allowed in their buildings. Business owners have no 

say in the matter unless they own the building. Businesses that rent space 

must abide by the decision of their landlords.  

• Consider your options of allowing guns in your place of business. Consider 

that if there is only one business on the block that does not allow guns that 

business possibly becomes a target.  

• Building owners have the authority to prohibit people from entering their 

property with a concealed firearm. Building owners must post a sign 

indicating that firearms are prohibited on this property.  

• The sign must be clearly and conspicuously posted at the entrance of a 

building premises or property where it is prohibited.  

• Property managers should also review their own internal policies to ensure 

that they are properly implementing the policies of their clients.  



Business Owners’ Information 

• If renting space the decision regarding concealed carry ultimately comes 

down to the landlord. So talk with them and discuss the buildings rules 

and regulations.   

• Make sure your employees understand the policies in place.  

• Consider revising workplace violence policies apart from any separate 

weapons policies.  

• Note that only workers who are properly licensed to carry the firearm and 

do so in accordance with the statue are protected under the law.  

• Business owners can’t prohibit an employee from keeping a gun locked 

up in a car in the parking lot. Employers can prohibit the employee from 

having the gun with them while working. 

 



Illinois State Police Sign 
Owners of any statutorily prohibited area or private property, 

excluding residences where the owner prohibits the carrying of 

firearms, must clearly and conspicuously post the Illinois State 

Police approved sign.  This is the only accepted sign. If the sign 

does not meet statutory specifications, it would not be valid. 

6 inches  

4 inches 



Restaurants and Alcohol  

• In general, patrons and employees would be allowed by 

law to possess concealed guns in restaurants, except if 

50% of the establishment's revenue comes from alcohol.  

 

• The owner of an establishment serving alcohol who 

derives more than 50% of gross receipts from alcohol 

sales, but knowingly fails to prohibit the carrying of 

firearms, or who knowingly makes a false statement or 

record to avoid the prohibition on the carrying of firearms 

is guilty of a business offense under the Liquor Control 

Act, with a fine up to $5,000 (discretionary with the Liquor 

Control Board). 

 



Carrying Under the Influence 

• Carrying a firearm while under the influence of alcohol or 

drugs is prohibited and subject to criminal penalties. 

 

• Intoxication will be determined by same standards as 

under the DUI provisions of the Vehicle Code. 

 

• Class A misdemeanor for first or second offense. 

  

• Class 4 felony & license revocation for third offense.  

 



Mental Health Reporting 

• Clarifies existing duties of health professionals, courts, 

school personnel, law enforcement, DHS, and ISP to 

identify and report information regarding disqualifying 

mental health conditions, orders of protection, and other 

firearm prohibits, and to ensure that prohibited persons do 

not possess FOID Cards or firearms.  

 



Preemption of Local Government  

Regulation of Firearms 
 

Preemption of local regulation of handguns under the Firearm Concealed Carry Act: 

1.Provides that “[t]he regulation, licensing, possession, registration, and transportation of handguns and ammunition for 

handguns by licensees are exclusive powers and functions of the State. Any ordinance or regulation, or portion thereof, 

enacted on or before the effective date of this Act that purports to impose regulations or restrictions on licensees or 

handguns and ammunition for handguns in a manner inconsistent with this Act shall be invalid in its application to 

licensees under this Acton the effective date of this Act.” 

  

Preemption of local regulation of handguns under the FOID Card Act: 

2.Provides that “[t]he regulation, licensing, possession, and registration of handguns and ammunition for a handgun, 

and the transportation of any firearm and ammunition by a holder of a valid FOID Card issued by the . . . State Police 

under this Act are exclusive powers and functions of this State. Any ordinance or regulation . . . enacted on or before 

the effective date of this amendatory Act . . . that purports to impose regulations or restrictions on a holder of a valid 

FOID Card issued by the . . . State Police . . . in a manner that is inconsistent with this Act, on the effective date of this 

amendatory Act of the 98th General Assembly, shall be invalid in its application to a holder of a valid FOID Card issued 

by the . . . State Police under this Act.” 

 

Preemption of assault weapons bans, with “grandfather” clause for AWB’s enacted within 10 days of the  

bill’s effective date: 

3.Provides that “the regulation of the possession or ownership of assault weapons are exclusive powers and functions 

of this State. Any ordinance or regulation, or portion of that ordinance or regulation, that purports to regulate the 

possession or ownership of assault weapons in a manner that is inconsistent with this Act, shall be invalid unless the 

ordinance or regulation is enacted on, before, or within 10 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 

98th General Assembly. Any ordinance or regulation . . . enacted more than 10 days after the effective date of this 

amendatory Act of the 98th General Assembly is invalid. An ordinance enacted on, before, or within 10 days after the 

effective date . . . may be amended.” 

 



What can you do to stay informed? 

 

Visit the Illinois State Police website frequently 

asked questions page: 

http://www.isp.state.il.us/firearms/ccw/ccw-faq.cfm 

 

Visit Representative Brady’s website at   

www.rep-danbrady.com 

 

Visit www.thecaucusblog.com 


