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         January 2013 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
We owe them. Every day in laboratories across the country dogs sacrifice for the sake of 
new public products, academic curiosities, and medical procedures, to name a few. They 
get sick and they suffer in our human name. Our collective societal decency demands 
that, when we can, we reward these dogs with a life outside the labs. This letter is your 
invitation to work with my organization, the Beagle Freedom Project, to create a new 
standard of treatment for these “research subjects.” 
 
Beagle Freedom Project was founded on this mission two years ago and has achieved 
phenomenal success partnering with pharmaceutical companies, university facilities, and 
contract research organizations to retire and re-home over 100 beagles so far. The Beagle 
Freedom Project is a non-profit organization that provides for top notch veterinary care, 
transportation, grooming and teeth cleaning, micro-chipping, initial foster home care to 
assess personalities, rehabilitation, which includes massage therapy, socialization with 
other dogs and people, home checks, and ultimately, permanent adoptions.  Although 
located in Los Angeles, the organization also works with community animal rescue 
shelters to facilitate local adoptions with volunteers, grants and other professional aide.  
 
Beagle Freedom Project offers a full-service professional rehabilitation and adoption 
program tailored to laboratory beagles. While principally opposed to the use of animals in 
research, it exists to find that middle ground shared about the welfare of the dogs. Indeed 
some in the animal research community have become this organization's biggest 
supporters giving their patience and professional experience. Should your facility 
cooperate in the future, you will not find a rush to judgment but rather an emphasis on 
how Beagle Freedom Project can help you to help the dogs. 
 
Confidentiality is what gives foundation to these relationships. Beagle Freedom Project 
has worked with large multinational corporations and local educational research 
institutions. Not one has ever been named publicly or privately. I, the founder and 
President of the Beagle Freedom Project, am a practicing attorney and have written and 
negotiated the parameters of strict confidentiality agreements. To foolishly break these 
legal and professional bonds would jeopardize any future release of the dogs and violate 
my organization's central mission. 
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We at the Beagle Freedom Project are not naive to the research process and 
understand that sadly many experimental protocols legally require the animal to be 
euthanized at the end of the test. The question instead is, do all of the studies end in 
this fashion, and if so, must they? The Beagle Freedom Project has found great 
success in identifying opportunities when the research does not require tissue 
samples or a postmortem analysis, allowing the dog to be retired instead of put 
down. Unless the studies being done in your laboratory represent themselves as a 
statistical anomaly, I have to believe there exists these same possibilities for non-
lethal dispositions. 
 
My proposal is to establish a pilot program with the Beagle Freedom Project that 
would allow it to take on a limited number of such post-research dogs to 
rehabilitate and eventually re-home. The partnership can start small at first. Once 
your facility has witnessed the successful adaptability of the beagles and the 
professional bond of confidentiality is strengthened the program can expand. 
 
The obligation we have towards the animals must extend beyond their treatment in 
the laboratory and conclude with the recognition that if a research dog has already 
endured more than one experiment and cannot be yet again recycled into another 
program, than we are ethically obligate to give that dog a chance at a normal life, 
even and especially if they are sick.  This should not be a controversial position and 
one I hope sure you share with us. 

If your laboratory program is sincere about the welfare of the dogs being of the 
utmost importance, this consideration must extend beyond their time in the 
laboratory. If a chance for retirement exists, we as a society who are responsible for 
what they endure, owe them this much.  
 
Please do let me know what this organization can do to assist you in retiring some 
of these beagles. We are ready and able to help in any capacity. Thank you for your 
time and we look forward to working with you. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 

 
 
Shannon Keith 
President and Founder 

 


