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Bullying and harassment in elementary and secondary educational settings is a continuing problem for school districts, 
QBSFOUT
�BOE�TUVEFOUT��5IF�JNQBDU�PG�CVMMZJOH�IBT�CFFO�XFMM�EPDVNFOUFE����TUVEJFT�IBWF�TIPXO�UIBU�EJGmDVMUZ�NBLJOH�
friends, loneliness, low self-esteem, depression, poor academic achievement, truancy and suicide are all associated with 
being bullied.
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result of bias based on the victim’s personal characteristics, such as race, religion, national origin, gender identity, or 
sexual orientation. Whether bullying is related to identity-based group membership, or more universal characteristics such 
as appearance or social status, this form of social cruelty can produce devastating consequences for the targets – and 
the perpetrators of bullying – and may be a precursor to more destructive behavior.

For years, governments, schools and courts have been wrestling with how to deal with the issue of bullying and 
harassment in schools. A school’s duty to maintain a safe learning environment for students must be balanced with a 
TUVEFOU�T�SJHIU�UP�QSJWBDZ�BOE�GSFF�TQFFDI��1BSUJDVMBSMZ�XJUI�UIF�SJTF�JO�DZCFSCVMMZJOH
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safe environment, and communities and legislatures are creating guidelines on the issue.
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compilation of the existing anti-bullying statutes, and examples of school 
Internet Acceptable Use Policies.

o Why Support a Model Statute? Some Talking Points

o Elements of a Comprehensive Anti-Bullying Law
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Model Statute and Advocacy Toolkit 
$GDSWHG�IURP�WKH�$'/·V�%XOO\LQJ���&\EHUEXOO\LQJ�3UHYHQWLRQ�/DZ��0RGHO�6WDWXWH�DQG�
$GYRFDF\�7RRNLW��IRU�GRZQORDGDEOH�3')



��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQWU\��PDQ\�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�QRZ�DUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH
LVVXH�RI�EXOO\LQJ��DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�F\EHUEXOO\LQJ��LQ�WKHLU�VFKRROV�

��$OO�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�IXOO\�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURFHVV��IUHH
IURP�KDUDVVPHQW�DQG�EXOO\LQJ��$QWL�EXOO\LQJ�SROLFLHV�VKRXOG�EH�LQ�SODFH�EHIRUH
DQ�LQFLGHQW�RFFXUV�

��6RPH�VFKRROV�PD\�KDYH�SROLFLHV��EXW�SDUHQWV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�PD\�QRW�HYHQ�
NQRZ�WKH\�H[LVW��WKH\�PD\�QRW�EH�FRQVLVWHQWO\�HQIRUFHG��RU�WKH\�PD\�EH�RYHU�
EURDG�DQG�XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDO��7R�EH�HIIHFWLYH��VWDWXWHV�VKRXOG�EH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
DQG�FUHDWH�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�

��6WXGHQWV�OHDUQ�E\�H[DPSOH��DQG�VR�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�VKRXOG�VHW�D�WRQH�RI�FLYLOLW\
DQG�UHVSHFW��DQG�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKHLU�UHIXVDO�WR�WROHUDWH�EXOO\LQJ�DQG�KDUDVVPHQW�

��$�ODZ�JLYHV�VFKRROV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�D�EXOO\LQJ�SUREOHP�

��:LWKRXW�D�ODZ��VFKRRO�GLVWULFWV�PD\�FKRRVH�QRW�WR�FUHDWH�DQWL�EXOO\LQJ�SROLFLHV�
RU�PD\�QRW�DFWXDOO\�HQIRUFH�SROLFLHV�

Why Support a Model Statute? Some Talking Points



Elements of a Comprehensive Anti-Bullying Law 
Require each school district adopt an anti-bullying policy.
��$�UHTXLUHPHQW�ZLOO�OHW�WKH�SDUHQWV��VWXGHQWV��DQG�FRQFHUQHG�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�LVVXH�LV�
EHLQJ�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\�

��7KH�ELOO�VKRXOG�UHTXLUH�WKDW�VFKRRO�GLVWULFWV�ZRUN�ZLWK�SDUHQWV��WHDFKHUV��VWXGHQWV��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�
RWKHU�FRPPXQLW\�VWDNHKROGHUV�LQ�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SROLF\��7KH�LVVXH�RI�EXOO\LQJ�LV�D�
FRPPXQLW\�LVVXH�DQG�DQ\�UHVSRQVH�QHHGV�WKH�VXSSRUW�DQG�EX\�LQ�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�FRPPXQLW\�

$�VWURQJ�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�LQWLPLGDWLRQ��KDUDVVPHQW��DQG�EXOO\LQJ�LV�QHFHVVDU\�
��7KH�GHÀQLWLRQ�ZLOO�QRWLI\�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��VWXGHQWV��DQG�WHDFKHUV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�LV�XQDFFHSWDEOH�

��7KH�GHÀQLWLRQ�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�RYHUEURDG��RU�YDJXH�²�LW�PXVW�QRW�SXQLVK�FRQVWLWXWLRQDOO\�SURWHFWHG�VSHHFK��
7KH�GHÀQLWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�OLPLWHG�WR�DUHDV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�DFW�

(QXPHUDWHG�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�PXVW�EH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�DQ\�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�EXOO\LQJ�
��1DPLQJ�FHUWDLQ�FDWHJRULHV�SURYLGHV�FOHDU�JXLGDQFH�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�PXVW�DSSO\�WKH�VWDQGDUG�

��1DPLQJ�WKH�FDWHJRULHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�VH[XDO�RULHQWDWLRQ��ZLOO�UHPRYH�DOO�GRXEW�WKDW�/HVELDQ��*D\��%LVH[XDO��
DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU��/*%7��\RXWK�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�SURWHFWLRQV�IURP�EXOO\LQJ��

��,QFOXVLRQ�RI�HQXPHUDWHG�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�GRHV�QRW�DIIHFW�SURWHFWLRQ�IRU�DOO�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�

�´(OHFWURQLF�FRPPXQLFDWLRQVµ�PXVW�EH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�DQ\�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�EXOO\LQJ�
��:LWK�LQFUHDVLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�RQOLQH�WHFKQRORJ\��WKH�,QWHUQHW�KDV�EHFRPH�\HW�DQRWKHU�YHKLFOH�WR�KDUDVV�
DQG�EXOO\��&\EHUEXOO\LQJ�PD\�EH�PRUH�KDUPIXO�WKDQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�EXOO\LQJ�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�LQYDVLYH�DQG�
SHUYDVLYH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��0HVVDJHV�DUH�FLUFXODWHG�IDU�DQG�ZLGH�DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHIXJH����LW�
LV�XELTXLWRXV�

2II�FDPSXV�F\EHUEXOO\LQJ�ZKLFK�DIIHFWV�DQG�LQWHUIHUHV�ZLWK�D�VFKRRO·V�
educational mission must be covered by the Act.
��$V�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�DPRXQW�RI�F\EHUEXOO\LQJ�LV�FUHDWHG�RQ�FRPSXWHUV��FHOO�SKRQHV�DQG�RWKHU�GHYLFHV�
WKDW�DUH�QRW�RZQHG�E\�WKH�VFKRRO��RU�DUH�QRW�ORFDWHG�RQ�VFKRRO�SURSHUW\��EXW�VWLOO�DIIHFW�WKH�VFKRRO�
HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�VFKRROV�DUH�JLYHQ�
DGHTXDWH�OHJDO�IUDPHZRUN�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�LVVXH�
��0RVW�FRXUWV�DJUHH�WKDW�VFKRROV�PD\�GLVFLSOLQH�VSHHFK�ZKLFK�UHVXOWV�LQ�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�GLVUXSWLRQ�RI�WKH�
RSHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�



In-school reporting: a process within the school for reporting and investigating 
bullying must be established.
��6WXGHQWV�DQG�ZLWQHVVHV�VKRXOG�NQRZ�D�VDIH�SODFH�WR�FRPH�WR�UHSRUW�LQFLGHQWV�

��7KHUH�VKRXOG�EH�D�SRLQW�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�VFKRRO�ZKR�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�UHFHLYLQJ�UHSRUWV�RI�EXOO\LQJ�DQG�
FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�ZLWK�DSSURSULDWH�SHUVRQQHO�IRU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�

District reporting: A systematic process by which the school reports to the
school district, and the school district reports to the State, must be established.
��7KH�ELOO�VKRXOG�FUHDWH�SURFHVV�IRU�VFKRROV�WR�UHSRUW�LQFLGHQWV�WR�WKH�VXSHULQWHQGHQWV��ZKR�PXVW�WKHQ�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�
GHVLJQDWHG�VWDWH�UHSRVLWRU\�DJHQF\�

��6WDWH�DXWKRULWLHV�PXVW�VHW�DQ�H[DPSOH�WKDW�WKLV�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXH�WKDW�LV�EHLQJ�PRQLWRUHG�DQG�H[DPLQHG�

Establish consequences for unacceptable activity.
��(VWDEOLVKLQJ�FRQVHTXHQFHV�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�SXW�VWXGHQWV��DQG�VWDII��RQ�QRWLFH�WKDW�LQDSSURSULDWH�EHKDYLRU�ZLOO�QRW�EH�
WROHUDWHG�DQG�ZLOO�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\�

Mandate training for faculty and students.
��7KRURXJK�WUDLQLQJ�RI�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��WHDFKHUV�DQG�FRXQVHOLQJ�VWDII�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�0RGHO�
3ROLF\�LV�SURSHUO\�LPSOHPHQWHG�DQG�HQIRUFHG�

��$�VHFWLRQ�VXFK�DV�WKLV�PD\�KDYH�FOHDU�UHVRXUFH�LPSOLFDWLRQV��,W�PD\�EH�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VXSSRUWHUV�WR�DGYRFDWH�IRU�
IXQGV�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�WKH�HQDFWPHQW�RI�WKLV�VWDWXWH�

Include counseling for victims and perpetrators.
��7KH�ELOO�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�D�VHFWLRQ�RQ�FRXQVHOLQJ�IRU�ERWK�WDUJHWV�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV��DQG�IRU�DSSURSULDWH�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV��DIIHFWHG�E\�EXOO\LQJ��$V�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�DERYH��VHYHUH�EXOO\LQJ�FDQ�KDYH�ORQJ�ODVWLQJ�DQG�
GDQJHURXV�HIIHFWV�RQ�VWXGHQWV�

Give notice to parents and guardians.
��7KLV�ELOO�VKRXOG�HQVXUH�WKHUH�LV�D�SURFHGXUH�IRU�EURDGO\�SXEOLFL]LQJ�WKH�SROLF\��LQ�FRQGXFW�FRGHV��KDQGERRNV��EXOOHWLQ�
ERDUGV��VFKRRO�:HE�VLWHV��DQG�RWKHU�DSSURSULDWH�SODFHV��

���7KH�QRWLFH�ZLOO�DOVR�VHUYH�WR�LQVWUXFW�VWXGHQWV��SDUHQWV��DQG�VFKRRO�VWDII�KRZ�WR�LGHQWLI\��UHVSRQG�WR�DQG�UHSRUW�
LQFLGHQWV�RI�EXOO\LQJ�

7KH�6WDWH�%RDUG�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�VKRXOG�SOD\�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�
��7KH�ELOO�VKRXOG�UHTXLUH�WKH�%RDUG�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�WR�FUHDWH�D�0RGHO�3ROLF\��6FKRRO�'LVWULFWV�ZLOO�WDNH�WKHLU�OHDG�IURP�WKH�
6XSHULQWHQGHQWV��DQG�WKH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��7KH�6WDWH�VKRXOG�OHDG�E\�H[DPSOH�DQG�SURYLGH�LQFOXVLYH�
VDPSOH�SROLFLHV�VR�WKDW�VFKRROV�GLVWULFWV�KDYH�JXLGDQFH�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�SROLFLHV�


