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The NEW Smart
Making sure kids have social and emotional smarts

Sports Illustrated writer Gary Smith 

is known for revealing the humanity 

of  the subjects of his award-winning 

profiles. A recent tribute in The New 

York Times called him “perhaps the 

greatest American magazine writer” 

and asked how can he muster “such 

empathy” for all his subjects?

A modest man who makes his home in 

Charleston and hops on his bicycle to 

show visiting bigshots the sights, Smith 

shrugs in response to questions like 

this and says he just wants to reveal 

what makes people tick. As he told the 

Charleston Post &Courier when he was 

interviewed about his latest anthology, 

Sports Illustrated Going Deep: 20 

Classic Sports Stories, “There are 

these incredibly revealing things about 
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human nature that are bared  

by sports.” 

Since WINGS is all about developing 

empathy and helping kids become 

better humans, we’re especially proud 

to claim Gary as an early supporter 

of WINGS whose daughters Savi and 

Gabby attended our summer camp. 

The Charleston movie premiere of 

Radio, based on one of his short 

stories, was a benefit for WINGS.  

Click here for some pictures...

And wouldn’t the world be a much 

better place if there were more people 

with the same attitude as Gary? “I 

have no interest in putting someone 

up or putting them down. I’m just 

trying to figure out who they are,” he 

told the Post & Courier.  In our WINGS 

Creed, we say “I want to step into 

their shoes and see what they’re going 

through.”

Gary has WINGS.

Learn 
Connect 
Contribute
Frequently at WINGS we’re asked to 

share our strategies and practices that 

work so well with kids. That’s why 

we’ve relaunched  wingsforkids.org, to 

share valuable lessons learned. Try the 

instant poll, watch a video, peruse the 

latest research, experience WINGS! 

Click here to check it out.

http://www.wingsforkids.org
http://www.wingsforkids.org/eNews/pdf/Wings-Radio-Benefit.pdf
http://www.wingsforkids.org
http://www.wingsforkids.org


BrainSTORM

Kids frequently act impulsively without 

thinking things through. At WINGS 

we teach them the following strategy 

to help them brainstorm all possible 

actions and predict consequences 

before choosing what action to take.  

(You might know a few adults who 

could use the same kind of assistance!)

      Sit:  Find a relaxing place to clear 

your head.  

      Think:  Come up with as many 

choices as possible.

      Organize:  Put your choices in order 

based on the possible consequences. 

Choices with the best consequences 

should be highest on the list.

      Rethink:  What did you miss?  Try to 

think of any other actions you could 

possibly take.  Remember to think 

outside the box! 

      Make the Best Choice:  Once all 

actions and consequences are 

clarified, pick what’s best for you.  

We tell the kids that following this 

process step by step makes it much 

more likely that they will make sure 

to do what’s best for them and avoid 

hasty, impulsive mistakes.

Make Good Decisions

“More than 
anyone 
imagines, the 
child’s emotional 
development is 
responsible for 
how the child 
learns.” 

- Stanley Greenspan 
Child development expert

Meet Destiny
Destiny Robinson-Martin has practically 

grown up in the WINGS program. She 

enrolled as a kindergartner and keeps 

returning faithfully. Now a 5th grader, she’s 

a great influence on other kids.

A member of the Doves Nest led by Alexis, 

Destiny is not afraid to stand up for what 

she believes is right. With her huge smile, 

she is full of positive energy. Destiny is 

having a good time in the Stir Crazy activity, 

learning about mixing different elements 

to create a whole new outcome. She also 

enjoys Music and Meaning, writing her 

own lyrics.

GIVE 
WINGS

With Wall Street in crisis and the 

economy faltering, it’s tough to ask our 

supporters to dig deep. But the kids we 

serve really need the help, and their 

families are hard-hit by hard times. 

Please act now instead of waiting until 

year’s end to decide on your donation.  

Click here to donate now.Bringing our Creed alive!

Spreading 
the Word
A grant from Google awarded to WINGS 

will help us reach more people. 

Read more.

https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=19285
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSYhgbyESRw
http://wingsforkids.org/blog

