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Major International Conventions

• UN Law of the Sea 1982, entered into force 
1994

• MARPOL - Convention for the Prevention of 
Marine Pollution from Ships, 1973 entered 
into force in 1988

• London Convention 1972 on the Prevention of 
Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and 
other Matter 



UNEP’s Regional Seas Programme

14 Regional conventions including:

• SPREP (or Noumea) Convention for the Protection of 
the Natural Resources and Environment of the South 
Pacific, Noumea (1986) entered into force 1990 - Two 
Protocols

• Barcelona Convention (1976) adopted 1978 (for the 
Mediterranean) with 7 Protocols including Land-based 
sources and activities (and a legally Binding Regional 
Plan on Marine Litter Management, 2013)

• Cartagena Convention for the Caribbean (1983) 
entered into force 1986 



Sustainable Development 2012

• UN Conference on Sustainable Development 
(Rio + 20) 

• Its outcome document - The Future We Want 
– Agenda 2030 includes the Sustainable 
Development Goals, endorsed by the UN 
General Assembly  

• Creation of the UN Environment Assembly 
(UNEA) – the governing body of the UN 
Environment Programme



UN Environment Assembly Resolutions

• UNEA I (2014): Resolution on Marine plastic 
debris and microplastics

• UNEA II (2016): Resolution on Oceans and 
Seas and on Marine Litter and microplastics



Strategies and Programmes

• Honolulu Strategy (2011) UNEP and NOAA - a 
planning tool to reduce plastic pollution and 
its impacts.

• UNEP Clean Seas Campaign 2016 – seeking 
voluntary commitments to action

• Global Plan of Action for Protection of the 
Marine Environment from Land-based 
Activities (GPA)





UNEP – Global Programme of Action

• The GPA, adopted in 1995, is a voluntary, 
action-oriented, intergovernmental 
programme led by UN Environment, to 
prevent the degradation of the marine 
environment from land-based activities 



UNEP – Global Plan of Action

Three Intergovernmental Reviews were held since 
1995: 
• IGR-1 in Montreal, Canada (2001) 
• IGR-2 in Beijing, China (2006) 
• IGR-3 in Manila, Phillipines (2012) 
• The Manila Declaration (2012) included marine 

litter as a component of the GPA
• Encouraging the creation of effective 

partnerships, including the Global Partnership on 
Marine Litter (GPML)















GPA

• UNEP’s Global Programme of Action for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment from 
Land-based Activities is currently the only 
global mechanism entirely dedicated to 
addressing the issue. 



GPA activity

• Under the Global Programme of Action 
framework, some 98 countries have prepared 
national plans of action and/or relevant 
national plans/strategies to address land-
based pollution. However, the lack of sewage 
systems and wastewater treatment plants, in 
particular for large urban settlements, is still a 
major threat to oceans.



Agenda 2030 - The Future We Want



SDG 14

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 
seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development
Target 14.1 

By 2025, prevent and significantly
reduce marine pollution of all kinds,
in particular from land-based
activities, including marine debris
and nutrient pollution

Indicator 14.1.1   
Index of coastal eutrophication and floating plastic 
debris density



SDG 12

Ensure sustainable consumption and 
production patterns
Target 12.1 Implement the 10-year framework of 
programmes on sustainable consumption and 
production

Target 12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste 
generation through prevention, reduction, 
recycling and reuse
Indicator 12.1.1  SCP mainstreamed as a priority or 
target into national policies

Indicator 12.5.1 National recycling rate, tons of 
material recycled



• 193 Member States participated

• Outcome document ‘Our Ocean, Our Future’ 
with nearly 1400 voluntary commitments –
most covering more than one SDG target

• On Target 14.1 (preventing and reducing 
marine pollution) – 546 commitments of 
which 179 were on marine plastic pollution



Oceans Conference commitments

• The EU looking to finalise its ‘EU Plastics 
Strategy’ this year and that it would stimulate 
efforts to reduce plastic reaching the ocean

• Indonesia is targeting a 70% reduction of 
plastic debris by 2025 on 2017 levels, planning 
to spend up to $1b on waste management 
collection on land, and will launch a ‘National 
Action Plan on Marine Plastic Debris’



UN High Level Political Forum 

• Replaced the UN Commission on Sustainable 
Development in 2013

• Reviews progress on the SDGs annually and 
provides a progress report

• Theme in 2018 is ‘Transformation towards 
sustainable and resilient societies’



G20 in 2017



G20 - 2017

• launched a voluntary Global Network of the 
Committed – GNC, a platform addressing 
marine litter linked to the UNEP´s Global 
Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML) to offer 
and secure exchange, dissemination and 
transfer of information, standards, 
experiences and knowledge.



G7 Leaders summit – 2015

• G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter 
included in the Annex to the Leadersʼ
Declaration G7 Summit, 7–8 June 2015



World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development



WBCSD – Roadmap



January 2016



Industry, INGO



Industry/NGO/Philanthropic 
leadership?



And right next door (almost)



Reflections

• Public and government awareness, concern and 
interest is escalating

• The problem is huge and complex, with massive 
momentum in the system

• Many meetings, strategies, plans, programmes, 
platforms, and organisations!

• Many voluntary commitments
• Lack of clear targets, resources, 
• Are we focused on where effort and investment 

will make a big enough difference to change the 
course we are on?


