
Vanishing Point
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How I came to care about the 

ocean?



The Tamar Valley pulp mill 

campaign



First Senator to speak on marine 

plastics

“I urge fellow 

senators to take 

an interest in this 

subject because it 

is going to 

become a very 

important issue in 

the future.”

“I would like to talk 
today about something 
that has been very dear 
to my heart and is an 
issue which all 
Australians from all 
political colours, no 
matter what party they 
support, would also 
agree on—and that is 
the issue of plastics in 
our marine 
environment.” 



Taking on Coca Cola



Container Deposit Scheme 

Campaign



Marine Plastic Senate Inquiry

• 193 Submissions

– Scientists

– Environment Groups

– Waste industry

– State and Local 
Government

– Indigenous groups

– Federal govt agencies

– Beverage industry

- 4 public hearings 
(Canberra, Sydney, 
Brisbane)



Senate Inquiry – Areas 

examined
• Overview of marine plastic 

pollution 
– The magnitude and sources of 

marine plastic pollution
– The cost of marine plastic pollution 
– International initiatives on marine 

pollution 

• The effects of marine plastic 
pollution 
– Effects of plastic pollution on marine 

fauna 
– Chemical accumulation and 

plastic-sourced chemicals 
– Effects of microplastics
– Impact of marine plastic on 

ecosystems 

• Role of the Australian Government in 
addressing marine plastic pollution

• Strategies for the removal of marine 
plastic pollution 

– Clean-up programs 

– Research developments 

– Reporting and collection of abandoned, 

lost and discarded fishing gear 

• Source reduction – consumer behaviour 
and infrastructure

– Community awareness and education 

campaigns 

– Container deposit schemes 

• Source reduction – product stewardship 
and legislative and regulatory 
frameworks

– Product stewardship 

– Regulatory and legislative changes 



23 Senate Inquiry 

Recommendations
Recommendation 4

• that the Australian Government actively 
support research into the threat posed 
by marine plastic pollution, particularly 
microplastic, on human health.

Recommendation 8

• that the Australian Government place 
marine plastic pollution on the Council 
of Australian Governments' agenda for 
urgent consideration.

Recommendation 12

• that the Australian Government 
reinstate funding for GhostNets Australia 
to allow it to continue its work to identify 
and retrieve ghost nets.

Recommendation 16

• that, if all states and territories have not 
introduced container deposit scheme 
legislation by 2020, the Australian 
Government revisit the issue with the 
view to developing legislation for those 
jurisdictions which are yet to implement 
container deposit schemes.

Recommendation 19

• that the Department of the 
Environment give consideration to 
recognising the role of product 
stewardship in the Threat Abatement 
Plan by including reference to the 
Australian Packaging Covenant

Recommendation 21
• that the Australian Government 

support states and territories in 
banning the use of single-use 
lightweight plastic bags. In doing so, 
the Australia Government should 
ensure that alternatives do not result 
in other pollutants entering the 
environment.

Recommendation 22
• that the Australian Government move 

to immediately ban the importation 
and production of personal care 
products containing microbeads.



Key messages the Senators 

learned
• Plastic pollution is not just a visual 

problem, ie litter

• Plastic in the ocean just keeps breaking 
down into smaller and smaller pieces

• The environmental impacts are significant 
and we are just beginning to understand 
them

• The health impacts could be enormous 
but our current understanding is low

• Container Deposit Schemes work



What has happened since

States Plastic Bag ban Container Deposit Scheme

New South Wales No Announced

Queensland Announced Announced

South Australia Pre-existing Pre-existing

Victoria Announced No

Western Australia Announced Announced

Tasmania Pre-existing Under consideration

Territories

Australian Capital Territory Pre-existing Announced

Northern Territory Pre-existing Pre-existing



What do we want to see now?

• Container Deposit Scheme in Victoria 

and Tasmania

• Plastic Bag ban in NSW

• Immediate micro-bead ban 

nationwide

• Establish a CRC for marine plastics

• Improved international cooperation



Why we need a CRC?

• We need an integrated approach 

among the science community 

(ecology, health, social sciences, 

engineering)

• We need to bring industry, science 

and communities together

• We need to boost investment in this 

research now



Other Healthy Ocean work

• Climate change and biodiversity and 

fisheries Inquiry

• Shark mitigation Inquiry

• Marine protected areas rezoning

• Whaling – Southern Oceans

• Salmon Farming in Tasmania


