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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

THE ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE OF LOS ANGELES & 
IMPLICATIONS FOR LINKED LEARNING 
This economic discussion is intended to help identify industry sectors that reflect 
significant regional and national workforce needs and to provide target guidance 
to support Linked Learning pathway schools.  The United Way of Greater 
Los Angeles (UWGLA) is invested in the establishment of Linked Learning 
schools as vehicles that can propel lower-income students and their families into 
the middle class.  The stronger the connection between economic growth 
projections and Linked Learning pathway sectors, the better students in Los 
Angeles Unified will be prepared to succeed in career and college.  We urge the 
greater Los Angeles community to coalesce around and bolster these efforts. 
 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
1. The Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) must prioritize the creation of Information 
and Communication Technologies pathways to meet the regional, state and national demand for 
workers in this sector. 
 
2. We urge the thoughtful creation of Building and Construction Trades pathways—again to meet 
heavy demand.  LAUSD must ensure that these pathways offer students rigorous, integrated 
experiences which prepare them for both college and career and that they do not reflect lower 
expectations of lower-income teenagers.  We also urge the County Federation of Labor to fully 
support these pathways in terms of helping to ensure their students will be qualified and encouraged 
to apply for apprenticeships—indeed cultivating a pipeline of well qualified applicants. 
 
3. We encourage the continued growth of Health Science and Medical Technology pathways as this 
sector will offer sustained growth over the next decade, and we want to ensure that regional 
workforce needs are met. 
 
4. Regional advanced manufacturing needs are significant, but we do not encourage the creation of 
Manufacturing and Product Development pathways.  Rather, we would like to see more pathways 
prepare their students to meet these workforce needs via broader curricula; for example, Arts, Media 
and Entertainment and Engineering and Architecture could include coursework in 3D modeling, 
AutoCAD, drafting, computer applications, and automation—coursework that would qualify 
students for entry-level positions after graduation. 
 



5. The growth of Arts, Media and Entertainment Linked Learning pathways must be curbed.  This is 
both because of below-average job growth projections for the sector as a whole and because of an 
overrepresentation of pathways in this sector (nearly one-third of all pathways).  This 
overrepresentation places an undue burden on the ability of work-based learning coordinators—
especially those in the district, whose vendors do not include film studios, art museums, theaters, 
etc.—to provide the full continuum of work-based learning opportunities to students and to fulfill 
school-based needs.  Broader curricula at these pathways (see suggestion 4) could also engender 
more possibilities for both school/employer partnerships and workforce readiness.  The UWGLA 
focuses on better supporting these pathways through sustained and creative outreach to the industry, 
but it will take time to change mindsets and create bridges. 
 
6. In terms of the sheer numbers of future available jobs, three more sectors will also be sustainable 
pathways moving forward: Education, Child Development and Family Services; Finance and 
Business; and Marketing, Service and Sales. 
 
7. During the 2014-15 school year, the following sectors have 7 dedicated work-based learning 
coordinators: Energy, Environment and Utilities (4 pathways); Finance and Business (5 pathways); 
and Health Sciences and Medical Technology (11 pathways).  The more work-based learning 
opportunities can be thought through in a sector-specific way, the better and stronger the system 
and engagement for that sector will be.  2 more work-based learning coordinators are dedicated to 
the Arts, Media and Entertainment sector (10 pathways) which, along with the UWGLA’s concerted 
outreach and bridge-building efforts, should help think through how those 10 pathways can more 
effectively prepare students for existing entry-level industry needs and apprenticeships; regardless of 
the economic viability of the sector, the 10 pathways must be properly supported moving forward. 

 

STEM Academy of Hollywood ninth graders celebrating participation at our 2014 Linked Learning Student Showcase. 


