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YOUR ELECTION 2018 DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES

US SENATE

Bill Nelson

US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

David Shapiro
16th District

Governor/LT Governor

Andrew Gillum
Chris King

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Jeremy Ring

COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE

Nicole “Nikki” Fried

FLORIDA STATE SENATE

Faith Olivia Babis
District 23

FLORIDA STATE HOUSE

Tracy B. Pratt
DISTRICT 71

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION

Ruta Maria 
Jouniari
DISTRICT 2

Wesley Anne Beggs
DISTRICT 4

CHARTER REVIEW BOARD

Krista Lohr
DISTRICT 1

Mindy Lou Simmons
DISTRICT 2

Kevin Connelly
DISTRICT 5

HOSPITAL BOARD

Russ Battiata
NORTHERN DISTRICT 

SEAT 2

Miglena Entcheva
CENTRAL DISTRICT SEAT 2

MANATEE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

Joe Stokes
DISTRICT 4

Attorney General

Sean Shaw
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FLORIDA CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

No. 1 - Increased Homestead Property Tax Exemption - would raise the portion of a home’s value that can be exempted from non-
school property taxes. The proposed changes would apply to the assessed value of a homestead property between $100,000 and 
$125,000, raising the maximum exemption to $75,000.  The shift could save homeowners a couple hundred dollars, but a legislative 
staff analysis estimated local governments — which rely on property taxes for revenue — would lose about $645 million in the first 
year if the exemption, effective Jan. 1, is approved.     VOTE NO

No. 2 -  Limitations on Property Tax Exemptions - another property tax proposal referred by the Legislature would cement an exist-
ing cap on non-homestead property assessments. Such property tax assessment increases have been limited to 10 percent of the 
previous year’s assessed value since 2008, when another constitutional amendment that capped the increases passed.     VOTE NO

No. 3 -  Voter Control of Gambling in Florida - a citizen-initiated amendment, would give voters the exclusive right to decide to    
authorize expansions of casino gambling in Florida. That authority currently rests with both the Legislature and voters, through 
constitutional amendment.      VOTE YES

No. 4 -  Voting Restoration Amendment - would restore voting rights to former felons if they have served their time, with the excep-
tion of those who have committed crimes like murder or sex offenses.      VOTE YES

No. 5 -  Super Majority Vote Required to Impose, Authorize, or Raise State Taxes or Fees - would require a two-thirds 
super-majority vote in the Legislature to impose, approve or raise state taxes and fees. The higher threshold means it would take only 
a third of members in either the state House or Senate to block any future tax increases or repeal existing exemptions.    VOTE NO

No. 6 -  Rights of Crime Victims; Judges - is a bundled amendment that a) defines a set of crime victim rights known as Marsy’s 
Law in the constitution, b) increases the judicial retirement age from 70 to 75, and c) prohibits judicial deference to agency 
interpretations of statutes.      VOTE NO

No. 7 -  First Responder and Military Member Survivor Benefits; Public Colleges and Universities - is a bundled amendment 
that a) mandates First Responder and Military Member Survivor Benefits, b) requires supermajority board votes for college fees, 
and c) places the state college system into the constitution.  Many of the death benefits being proposed are already provided to first 
responders through state statutes. The amendment would convert these benefits into constitutional mandates and expand the eligible 
recipients to include a broader range of first responders and to survivors of U.S. Armed Services members killed in the line of duty. 
The proposed changes to board votes for college fees would make it easier for a small group of trustees to block tuition and fee in-
creases.     VOTE NO

No. 8 - is a bundled amendment that a) mandates School Board term limits, b) allows the state to operate non-Board established 
schools, and c) introduces a Civic Literacy Amendment.   Judge Removed from Ballot

No. 9 -  Prohibits Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling; Prohibits Vaping in Enclosed Indoor Workplaces - is a bundled amendment 
that a) bans offshore oil drilling in state submerged lands (state waters) and b) bans vaping in enclosed indoor work places.  
VOTE YES

No. 10 -  State and Local Government Structure and Operation - a) prohibits counties from abolishing certain local offices, b) 
requires that all locally mandated constitutional offices be elected offices rather than appointed, c) changes start date of legislative ses-
sions, and d) mandates that the state maintain a Department of Veterans Affairs and counterterrorism office within the Department 
of Law  Enforcement.  The most significant implication of these changes would be to convert the Miami sheriff from an appointed 
official to one that was elected by a county-wide vote.   VOTE NO

No. 11 -  Property Rights; Removal of Obsolete Provision; Criminal Statutes - a) would repeal a 92-year-old provision in the 
constitution barring immigrants who aren’t eligible for citizenship from owning property, b) allow lawmakers to make some changes 
to criminal laws retroactive and c) erase a constitutional amendment ordering the construction of a high-speed train that voters had 
already voted to repeal.     VOTE YES

No. 12 -  Lobbying and Abuse of Office by Public Officers - would expand current restrictions on lobbying for compensation by 
former public officers; creates restrictions on lobbying for compensation by currently serving public officers; provides exceptions; 
prohibits certain abuses of public office for personal benefit.  This issue can be addressed and achieved through the legislative process, 
and, therefore, does not need to be permanently incorporated into Florida’s Constitution.    VOTE NO

No. 13 -  Ends Dog Racing - would outlaw greyhound racing in Florida after December 31, 2020.  It is supported by animal rights 
activists and resisted by the Greyhound Racing Association.     VOTE YES

PLUS, WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU VOTE YES ON ALL LOCAL JUDGE CANDIDATES.
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To Democrats and all others who care -- vote this year as if the future 
depends on it. It does!

BY NORMA SCHATZ
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The ballot for the November 6th election will be many pages long. There will be a dozen positions, federal, state and 
local, to vote on, and a dozen amendments to the Florida Constitution and six questions relating to the County 
Commission and one on the city charter – a very lengthy ballot. Amendments must receive at least 60% approval 

to pass. Be an informed voter. You may read a summary of the amendments in advance and the League of Women Voters 
positions at <www.lwvfl.org/amendments/>. For your information : Susan Cohen, Precinct Captain of Precinct 213, sent 
registered Democrats in our precinct an email with the positions of the Democratic Party. 

The length and importance of the ballot is another reason to Vote By Mail. VBM (absentee) ballots were sent October 2. 
A few reminders: Application for VBM ballots can be requested from 941/861-8618 or downloaded from www.sarasota-
votes.com no later than Oct.31. You can also confirm your current VBM status at that number. If your handwriting has 
changed, register your current signature with the Supervisor of Elections; ballots can be challenged if your signature on 
the outer envelope doesn’t match the one on record.

As if you need encouragement to vote...the Environmental Protection Agency has refused to renew 
dozens of members for the EPA’s Board of Scientific Counselors, dismissed many others, and 
replaced them all with industry insiders...The Dept of Interior is turning over millions of acres of 
public parks and monuments for oil and gas exploration and mining...No legislation is forthcom-
ing on banning home-printing 3D guns...The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, gave permanent tax relief to 
corporations but set individual cuts to expire after 2025. The latest Republican ploy is to make that 
tax cut for top earners permanent. Profits are soaring, but paychecks are stagnant. Companies com-

plain about a shortage of workers, but seem reluctant to raise wages...And to make up the huge cost of the tax cut, the R’s 
are looking for cuts in Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and health programs as “economies”...The rollback of regula-
tions on pesticides, methane gas and fuel emission standards puts public health at risk...the Dreamers are still in limbo 
and children are still separated from parents and fear has spread through immigrant communities...members of a special 
team at the Education Dept that had been investigating widespread abuses by for-profit colleges have been reassigned or 
instructed to focus on other matters and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is shutting the office that focused on 
student loan abuses...and then there’s Kavanaugh!

Yes, this year’s ballot is a lengthy one. But remember the “down ballot” candidates (Florida Secretary of State, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer and Commissioner of Agriculture, for example) are important parts of the Florida’s state government and 
the amendments and questions will shape much of Florida’s and Sarasota’s future. So spend the time to read your ballot 
and use your right to vote.

You may have noticed no mention here of DJT. His gaffes, his lies, his outrages are too many and – unless you watch Fox 
News – you can keep up with them on your TV.  We can only vote and work for a major change in the Congress this 
November, and in Tallahassee, too. So try to stay somewhat unstressed, and hope that our values and our democracy 
will prevail. There’s still time to volunteer for a candidate or at Democratic Headquarters (941/330-9400), to be part of a 
phone bank, to stuff envelopes, to be a “Greeter” at polling places, to be part of what’s happening. Most important: VOTE.

Norma Schatz resides at Plymouth Harbor and writes a 
regular political letter for fellow Democrats and other 
interested parties.
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Democratic Clubs of LBK and Sarasota Fund Raising Event 
with Jill Wine-Banks

There were 515 in attendance at the fundraising dinner hosted by the Democratic 
Club of Sarasota and Longboat Key Democratic Club (LBKDC). The event was 
held on Sunday evening, October 7 at the Hyatt Regency in 
Sarasota. 

Ken Marsh, LBKDC President, enthusiastically welcomed 
the attendees and set the tone for the evening sharing that, 
“Although we advertised tonight as a dinner, tonight is actu-
ally a rally at which we happen to be serving dinner.”

Robert Gary, LBK DC Board member, introduced the featured speaker, Jill Wine-Banks, a 
prosecutor during the Watergate Scandal and a current legal analyst for MSNBC.   As the 
Trump Administration chips away at the First Amendment and the core tenets of Amer-
ican democracy, Wine-Banks examined the abysmal state of a country divided by hatred, 
discrimination and “alternate facts”.  She recounted exactly what happened at the Watergate 

burglaries, drawing parallels with current events.  “Trumpgate”, as she calls it, is worse than Watergate because 
it involves a foreign hostile power meddling in our elections.  Wine-Banks made the point not to call it the 
Mueller investigation but to call it “Trumpgate”.

Jill Wine-Banks began her career as an organized crime prosecutor at the U.S. Department of Justice in Wash-
ington where, after just over four years, her trial capabilities and win record led to her selection as one of the 
three Assistant Watergate Special Prosecutors in the Watergate obstruction of justice trial against President 
Nixon’s top aides in which the President was named an unindicted co-conspirator. She was also a major player 
in the ‘tapes’ hearing, cross examining Rose Mary Woods, President Nixon’s secretary, about the 18 ½ minute 
gap in a key White House recording.

We also heard remarks from Chris King, candidate for Florida Lieutenant Governor and 
David Shapiro, who is running for House seat against Vern Buchanan.  Liz Alpert, current 
Mayor of Sarasota, gave a welcoming speech. JoAnne DeVries, Chair of the Sarasota Demo-
cratic Party introduced the four field organizers of the Florida Democratic Party and the local 
candidates in attendance.   Kindra Munz spoke about the  Sarasota Alliance for Fair Elec-
tions. 

Many of the Democratic candidates for national and local positions were in atten-
dance including Tracy Pratt, Florida House, District 71, Faith Olivia Babis, Florida 
Senate District 23, Russ Battiata, Sarasota Memorial Hospital Board,  Wesley Beggs, 
Sarasota County Commission District 4, and Ruta Maria Jouniari, candidate for 
County Commission District 2.



—5—

JOIN US NOW TO HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE

The Longboat Key Democratic Club is poised like never before to make a difference in 
local elections, and we need your new or renewed membership to ensure that our plans are 
implemented effectively.  Our thought-provoking luncheon programs through April will 

focus on political trends in the region and the tremendous momentum we are 
building for the summer and fall elections.  We will also be more active off-
season with occasional programs, Meet & Greets, and rallies.  Your Club will 
continue to collaborate with the Manatee and Sarasota County Democratic 
Parties to assist Democratic candidates, and to get all Democrats and like-

minded nonpartisans (NPAs) to register and vote.  We are contributing to Newtown’s “Souls to 
the Polls” on October 28th.  We are also placing full page ads in the Longboat Key Observer.  
We need your strong support now to help fund these efforts to Get Out the Vote.  Please 
complete the forms below and return them with your check today.  THANK YOU for helping 
your Longboat Key Democratic Club make a difference!

Ken Marsh, President

LBK DEMOCRATIC CLUB
P. O. Box 8025, Longboat Key, Fl 34228

MEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1, 2019 - DECEMBER 31, 2019
To support the club’s election year efforts, I would like to (check one) 

renew now ____, or become a new member ____. 
NAME(S)______________________________________________FL VOTER [ ] Y [ ] N
FL ADDRESS______________________________________[ ] MANATEE [ ] SARASOTA
FLORIDA PHONE #_____________________________ EMAIL______________________
OTHER ADDRESS_______________________________________________________
OTHER PHONE #__________________________ ALT EMAIL___________________
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JOIN US FOR OUR NOVEMBER 13TH LUNCHEON

Following Jill Wine-Banks’ recent address to hundreds of local Democrats, the 
Club’s 2018 program theme focuses on the threat to democracy when our free 
press is under assault.  Rob Lorei, host of “Florida This Week,” returns to share 

his views on this theme and on the mid-term elections.  Join us to hear one of our 
most popular speakers!

Entree: Five spice grilled chicken salad
Dessert: Chocolate mousse cake

Cost is $32 if paid by November 8; $35 for walk-ins
For additional information call Dr. Lois Barson, 941 383 9893

Please complete this reservation form and mail with check to LBK Democratic Club, P.O. Box 8025, Longboat Key, FL.  34228

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________ Email_______________________________________
# Attending______________________Check Enclised for All Guests: $_________________________
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ABOUT THE LONGBOAT KEY DEMOCRATIC CLUB

IT IS THE MISSION OF THE LONGBOAT KEY DEMOCRATIC CLUB TO SUPPORT THE ELECTION OF NOMI-
NATED DEMOCRATS AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL 

LEVELS OF ELECTIVE OFFICE.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President - Ken Marsh
Vice President - Arlene Skversky

Treasurer - R. Andrew Maass
Secretary - Tessie Jose

Immediate Past President - H. Murray Blueglass

BOARD MEMBERS

Lois Barson
Slade Cargill
Robert Gary

Barbara J. Katz
Lucie Lapovsky

Ira Singer
Alan Sprintz

C. Evans Tilles
Becky van der Bogert

Howard Veit
Mary Lou Winnick

Newsletter Editor - Howard Veit
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