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A substantial majority of the Canadian electorate (56.4%) cares about climate issues, wants 
to see action to reduce GHGs and supports pricing carbon emissions. Any political party 
would find it difficult to form a majority government without appealing to some share of 
these voters.

Of this important electorate (FOOTNOTE 1), 26% percent voted for Conservatives in 2011, 
but only 15% of them voted Conservative in 2015, representing a substantial loss of votes.

While 33% of 2011 Conservative voters would be categorized today as climate voters, 
more than half of them (53%) voted for another party in 2015. This underscores both the 
massive impact of vote-switching among this demographic and the substantial segment 
of the Conservative voting coalition that continues to support climate action.

53% of voters the Conservative Party lost between the 2011 and 2015 elections support 
climate action, and 8% of those lost rated the environment as their top issue.

highlighTs

1  It is important to note that this study was able to measure support for action to reduce 
GHGs and price carbon in 2015, but cannot accurately determine what position voters held 
on these issues in 2011. All references to “climate voters” represent currently held attitudes 
rather than historic beliefs. That said, other polling has long recognized a large and growing 
segment of the Canadian electorate that supports these policies. These issues are explored 
in full later in the article.



Vox Pop Labs has reviewed the findings presented in this report and affirms that they are a true 
and accurate representation of the findings derived from its study commissioned by Canadians for 
Clean Prosperity investigating the correlation between Conservative vote intention and support for 
progressive environmental policies (i.e. greenhouse gas emission reductions and carbon pricing) 
during the 2015 Canadian federal election campaign. 

Clifton van der Linden
CEO & Founder, Vox Pop Labs

validaTion of findings



Contrary to recent stereotypes, there is a long tradition of conservatives being ardent supporters of 
conservation and the environment.  Conservative political leaders have long been linked to efforts to 
steward our ecological heritage and to underline our shared responsibilities to one another and to 
future generations. Both in the US and in Canada, conservative politicians have been at the genesis 
of many important environmental programs, from the establishment of national parks by Sir John A. 
Macdonald and Teddy Roosevelt to the effort to tackle acid rain under Brian Mulroney and Ronald 
Reagan. While many conservatives remain committed to environmental causes, recent years have 
seen sharp debate over climate policies, with political conservatives often portrayed as resistant to 
action.

As the 2015 election neared, we sought to understand how these issues were viewed by the 
conservative voter coalition, how support for climate action was interacting with party choices, and 
whether conservatives can construct a winning voter coalition in the absence of climate action 
supporters. To that end, Vox Pop Labs were asked to analyze their extensive and unique data set to 
provide in depth analysis of these issues.

Vox Pop Labs operate a national voluntary survey via the popular “Vote Compass” application. 
With a sample size of 108,932, and substantial demographic and psychographic data, they are 
able to accurately weight their sample to reflect Canada’s geography, gender, age, education level, 
language, religion, religiosity, and civic engagement to reflect the population of Canada according 
to census data and other population estimates. By segmenting and weighing this data, Vox Pop 
Labs are able to accurately describe the shifting patterns of the electorate between the 2011 and 
2015 election, and inform our conversations. 

inTroduCTion
and meThodology



As a part of Vox Pop Lab’s survey, participants were asked to (1) rate their support for action 
to reduce greenhouse gases (GHGs) and (2) rate their support for pricing carbon emissions in 
particular. Climate action supporters were defined as those having somewhat or strong support 
for both measures.

It is important to note that this survey, while taking into account past voting behaviour, does not 
have data on environmental views in 2011. As such, we must be cautious about determining 
causal relationships relating to these data. It should however be noted that the annual Focus 
Canada report by the Environics Institute has demonstrated that Canadian support for climate 
action has been relatively consistent since 20112.  

That said, whether climate voters held pro-climate action views in 2011 or developed them between 
the 2011 and 2015 election, the importance of these voters remains relevant to our understanding 
of how the Conservative vote evolved in that time.

defining supporT
for ClimaTe aCTion

2 http://www.environicsinstitute.org/uploads/institute-projects/
environicsinstitute-dsf%20focus%20canada%202015%20-%20climate%20
change%20survey%20-%20final%20report%20-%20english.pdf



These data demonstrate that during the 2015 election a substantial 56.4% of Canadian voters were 
pro climate-action voters (i.e. supported action to reduce greenhouse gases and the implementation 
of carbon pricing). Given this massive support, it would be very difficult for Conservatives, or any 
party, to form a majority government without securing the support of a sizable portion of this group. 
Even if climate questions are not “ballot questions” (the defining issue which upon which voters 
make their choice), voters’ confidence and support for a party is sure to be impacted by its stance 
on climate action.

It should come as no surprise then, that when the Conservative Party secured a majority government 
in 2011, it managed to secure the support of 26% of climate action voters . However, in the 2015 
election, the number of climate action voters who supported Conservatives fell to 15%.

Framed another way - 33% of 2011 Conservative voters would be categorized today as climate 
voters. In 2015, more than half of those voters (53%) voted for another party. These numbers 
tell an important story about the real impact of vote-switching within this demographic, and the 
importance they play in electing Conservative governments. At the same time, these numbers can 
obscure a second important storyline: A substantial segment of the Conservative voting coalition – 
more than 1 in every 4 Conservative voters (27.6%) - support climate action and expect government 
action on this file.

Given the overall results of the election, one might be tempted to attribute the loss of voters concerned 
about climate change to a more overall loss of support. To understand the degree to which a 
change in vote was affiliated with support for climate action we conducted a regression analysis 
and found that among all 2011 Conservative voters, support for greenhouse gas reductions and for 
carbon pricing had a statistically significant association with voting for another party in 2015, even 
after controlling for demographic variables like age and gender. Specifically, we found that support 
for carbon pricing was associated, among 2011 Conservatives, with a 23% greater likelihood of 
voting for another party, and support for government action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
was associated with a 30% greater likelihood of supporting another party.

findings
Vote switching and support for climate action



Another way of understanding the role of climate action in the election is to specifically focus on 
the people who switched their votes away from the Conservative party. These data shows that fully 
53% of voters the Conservatives lost between the 2011 and 2015 elections support climate action, 
and 8% of those lost voters rated the environment as their top issue 

There are multiple possible explanations for this shift. These voters may have become stronger 
proponents of climate action between elections; they may have interpreted government actions as 
hostile to their personal beliefs; or they may have supported the changed positions of rival parties. 
That said, the data suggest that support for climate action had a substantial influence on the loss 
of these voters and undoubtedly dealt a substantial blow to the government’s reelection campaign.

3 Climate action voters were defined base on their 2015 
responses. Please see the “Defining support for climate action” 
above to understand how this group was defined. 



It is helpful to consider the difference between conservative voters who support climate action and those 
who don’t. These data show that a greater proportion of climate Conservatives are women (48%) than 
among non-climate Conservatives (35%). Climate Conservatives also tend to be younger (18-29 years 
old) than non-climate Conservatives. A greater proportion of climate Conservatives have a university 
degree vs. a college degree or no post-secondary diploma than do non-climate Conservatives.

Discrepancies in income are nearly non-existent, while the greatest regional variation is observed in 
Quebec, where 13% of climate Conservatives reside vs. 10% of non-climate Conservatives. 

Thus, while we can say that generally speaking climate Conservatives tend to be younger, more highly 
educated, and more likely to be female when compared with their non-green counterparts, these 
differences are relatively minor. This suggests that climate Conservatism is primarily attitudinal rather 
than a demographic trend within the general Conservative population. 

Who are
“ClimaTe ConservaTives”?

eduCaTion

age

gender



For years, Canadian conservatism and environmental action were not just compatible, but deeply 
intertwined, but over recent past that relationship has eroded, and has caused a significant part 
of the electorate and the conservative coalition to abandon their support for conservative parties. 

Given the importance of climate action for past and current Conservative voters, it is critical for the 
Conservative party to address these issues in a way that both engages this significant swath of the 
electorate and respects the ideological roots and principles of the party. This is not an issue that 
can be simply ignored. Across the world, and here in Canada, there are conservative governments 
and parties that are leading with smart, market-based policies to tackle the growing threat of 
climate change, while ensuring economic prosperity and smaller government. 

The challenge to Canadian Conservatives is whether or not they will re-embrace their long history 
of environmental action and give Canadians a credible, conservative action plan to address the 
threat of climate change. Failure to do so could mean the continued decline of the Conservative 
vote share; however, meaningful plans for action could be the turning-point that lays the foundation 
for Canada’s next strong, stable, Conservative majority government.

ConClusion



Canadians for Clean Prosperity seeks to build enduring political support for market-based policies 
that generate growth while conserving our environment. We educate and influence governments, 
legislators, political, business and other thought leaders, and give Canadians who share our vision 
the tools to influence their leaders and representatives. 

abouT Clean prosperiTy

Vox Pop Labs is a civic tech and data initiative founded and operated by a team of statisticians 
and social scientists. Its digital products have engaged millions of users worldwide. Its analytics 
services draw on unique data and methods to generate exceptional insights for media, government, 
commercial, and non-profit institutions. 

abouT vox pop labs
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appendix a
Probability of vote switching, political activity and demographics breakdown of 2011 Conservative 
voters across climate action suppporters (“Green”) and non-climate action supporters (“Non-Green”).



appendix b

supporT for Carbon priCing supporT for gas emission reduCTions

Multivariate regression measuring the effect of support for greenhouse gas reduction and carbon 
pricing on the likelihood of a 2011 Conservative voter supporting another party in the 2015 election.
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