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defined as much by what you 
refuse to support as by the things 
that you propose. Politicians are 
supposed to say “never”. That’s 
why people support them. This is 
particularly so for the Greens, 
whose supporters are especially 
purist on such things as open 
borders, the undesirability of all 
military action, giving security 
agencies more powers and coal.

It can be heady being a political
leader, especially if your party 
shares the balance of power and 
can decide what does and doesn’t 
become law. Di Natale obviously 
likes it and he wants to be seen as a 
non-ideological deal maker. 
Within weeks of taking over last 
year, he helped the Abbott 
government tighten the assets test 
for the age pension, cutting 
entitlements for as many as 
300,000 Australians. He claimed 
that in return the government had 
agreed to put the tax treatment of 
superannuation back on the 
agenda. Nine months later, the 

nation is still waiting for a
substantial superannuation
proposal. More recently, the
Greens have come to an agreement
with the government on Senate
voting changes. The headline
argument behind the changes is
that they will stop micro parties

from gaming the electoral system 
and securing seats in the Senate 
with minuscule primary votes.

BUT the real driver behind the
changes is self-interest for
the Coalition parties and the

Greens. Under the new 
arrangements the Coalition and 
the Greens will share control of the 
Senate. If current voting trends are 
anything to go by, the Coalition 
will be able to secure close to a 
permanent blocking majority of 38 
of the Senate’s 76 seats. In some 
circumstances, such as a double 
dissolution, it stands a chance of a 
majority in its own right. If it falls 
short of that blocking majority, the 
Greens will hold the balance of 

power. Labor will be shut out. That 
is because the broader Left vote is 
split between Labor and the 
Greens, unlike on the Right, where 
the Coalition prevails on its own.

As a result of his “I’m not Bob 
Brown or Christine Milne” routine, 
Di Natale is getting the love from 
at least one Liberal office bearer, 
Victorian president Michael 
Kroger. 

He speaks well of the Greens 
leader. He is open to the idea of 
some sort of preference deal with 
the Greens at this year’s federal 
election because Di Natale has 
“helped the government get 
legislation through the federal 
parliament. So you look at the 
Greens through a slightly different 
lens these days because they’re not 
the nutters they used to be”.

The appeal for the Liberals is 
that they might be able to help the 
Greens take Wills, which runs from 
Brunswick to Glenroy, from Labor. 
In return, the Greens could help 
the Liberals by running dead in 
some Labor-held marginal seats 
further out from the city centre.
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Looks sexy, but it could blow up.
In the 2010 federal election, Liberal 
preferences helped the Greens’ 
Adam Bandt take the federal seat 
of Melbourne. A subsequent rank-
and-file revolt among Liberals 
forced the party to reverse 
direction and refuse to preference 
the Greens at the state election a 
few months later, a step that 
helped Ted Baillieu win power.

As Liberal senator Eric Abetz 
said yesterday: “The way that you 
allocate preferences says a lot 
about what you as a party stand for 
and what matters to you.”

Meanwhile, what are the 
Greens idealists to make of this 
new development, with a leader 
who contemplates partnering up 
with the Liberals? Just because 
leaders and party officials make 
deals or private agreements, it 
doesn’t mean their supporters will 
honour them. Supporters tend to 
attach themselves to parties 
because of their beliefs, not 
because of “arrangements”.
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Unlikely bromance: Greens leader Richard Di Natale, left, and 
Victorian Liberals president Michael Kroger.
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