
Sleeping with 
the enemy

YOUR enemy’s enemy
should not always be your
friend.YY In an extraordinary
move, the Liberal Party isYY

on the cusp of inking a deal with its
arch enemies the Greens to
preference votes in three crucial
Victorian seats.

The architect of the preference
allocation to the Greens in the seats
of Batman, Wills and Melbourne is
Victorian Liberal president Michael
Kroger.

Batman’s incumbent Labor
member is David Feeney, a potential
future Labor minister who has been
extremely close to leader Bill Shorten
and is a key Victorian Labor
powerbroker.

Wills, the former seat of Labor
prime minister Bob Hawke and
outgoing stalwart Kelvin Thomson, is
being contested by Labor’s Peter
Khalil.

Melbourne is currently held by the
Greens’ Adam Bandt.

Although the deal hasn’t been
formally signed, sources familiar with
negotiations say the Libs would direct
preferences away from Labor to the
Greens in those three seats.

In return, the Greens would run an
open ticket (not preferencing Labor
ahead of the Libs) in marginal Liberal
and Labor seats, which could include
Corangamite, Dunkley, Chisholm
and Bruce.

The ploy would force Labor to
wage a rearguard action, spending
considerable campaign capital,
potentially millions of dollars, and
focus on a messy three-way fight in
the heartland seats.

But it’s a high-risk play.

Despite what may be a hard-
headed strategic move, Mr Kroger 
would be taking a massive gamble.

From his perspective this is all 
about causing maximum disruption 
to the Labor Party. 

Mr Kroger’s rationale may be 
understandable from a purely tactical 
perspective but it is fraught with
danger.

It is also cynical politics and an 
utter abandonment of every Liberal 
principle. It risks splitting the Liberal 
base. Parliamentary representatives
and many within the grassroots level 
believe the Greens stand for
everything they are against.

On virtually all major issues there
is a diametric and polar opposite
position between the two parties.

Tax, climate change, refugees, 
offshore processing, harm
minimisation of illicit drugs, law and 
order, business and climate change.

Green ideology could not be more
removed from the bedrock of Liberal 
philosophy. True Liberals see the
Greens not as simply a pro-
environment party but one intent on
social engineering and wealth
redistribution.

Yet, here we have Liberal 
headquarters at 104 Exhibition St
willing to abandon every
fundamental principle to get into bed 
with the Greens for strategic political 
reasons.

On the one hand, Mr Kroger’s 
experience, leadership and
achievements within the Liberal
Party as a deal-maker and one of the 
sharpest political operatives going
means he should be well placed to 
make tough but necessary decisions 
to help the Coalition prevail on July 2.

But there are limits to what that 
should mean. 

Polling shows the Greens are a 
chance, particularly in Batman, and 
this preference deal could get them 
over the line. 

This could potentially hand the 
Greens seats they would not have 
otherwise won.

It is a cynical preference deal that
should be scrapped before it gets 
signed.
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