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Liberals set to team with arch enemy  

Greens to defeat key Labor MPs

BATMAN 
KAPOW
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NATIONAL POLITICAL EDITOR

THE Liberal Party is on the brink of a
controversial deal with the Greens to
oust Labor powerbroker David Feen-
ey in the heartland seat of Batman.

Negotiations between the Liberals
and the Greens to marginalise the

Labor Party at the July 2 general
election would see them prefer-

ence the minor party in the
Labor seats of Batman and
Wills, and the Greens’ seat
of Melbourne.

In return, the Greens
would issue open tickets —

not preferencing Labor
ahead of the Liberals — in

outer-suburban seats.
The final deal on those seats has

not been done, but talks revolve
around Liberal seats Corangamite
and Dunkley, and Labor marginals

Chisholm and Bruce.
Preferencing is where a party tells

its voters in what order to number the
candidates on the ballot paper. 

The move is being driven by the
Liberal Party’s Victorian president,
Michael Kroger, who is aiming to
force Labor to divert cash and resour-
ces into fighting the Greens in the
inner city instead of the Liberals in
the outer suburbs. 

But the high-stakes strategy also

risks alienating conservative Liberal
voters and infuriating party activists
who hate the thought of the party
cutting a deal with its arch enemies.

The move would also place the
seat of Wills, being contested by Peter
Khalil after long-time incumbent
Kelvin Thomson retired, under real

threat from the Greens.
Mr Feeney, a key Labor strategist

and numbers man, and sometime fac-
tional ally of Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten, said he knew about the deal,
adding: “The practical effect will be
that Batman and Wills will be very
close contests.’’

Liberal preferences in the seat of
Melbourne would lock in the incum-
bent, the Greens’ Adam Bandt, and
allow the “Bandt machine to roll in to
the neighbouring seats of Wills and
Batman’’, Mr Feeney said.

“The Greens’ preferences will elect
Liberals in the outer suburbs,’’ he said.

Batman stretches from Clifton Hill
to north of Reservoir, and Wills is also
in Melbourne’s north. 
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Kapow! Libs ready 
to deal with Greens 

FROM PAGE 1
Mr Kroger declined to 

comment, but it is known he 
is negotiating with several 
parties. 

Victorian Greens state 
director Larissa Brown 
claimed there was no deal 
with the Liberals, but did not 
deny plans to issue open 
tickets in the Liberal and 
Labor marginal seats in the 
outer suburbs.

“We have already said this
quite a few times, already. 
We won’t be preferencing the 
Liberals,’’ said Ms Brown.

“An open ticket is asking
voters to have a think about 
who they’d like to vote for.’’

Asked if she had been 
having discussions with Mr 
Kroger, Ms Brown replied: 
“We have conversations with 
all parties. We will be 
working to win Batman and 
Wills off our primary vote, 
not on preferences.’’

It is understood Labor was
briefed in the past fortnight 
by its negotiating team that 
the Greens were going to do a 
deal with the Liberals in 
Batman, Wills and 
Melbourne, and likely in the 
NSW seats of Grayndler and 
Sydney, held by senior Labor 
figures Anthony Albanese 
and Tanya Plibersek.

A senior Labor source said
the Greens’ national 
negotiators had told Labor 
counterparts: “We can talk to 
you about everywhere except 
Victoria ... we have other 
arrangements there. We 
believe this is in Batman, 
Wills, and Melbourne just for 
insurance.’’

The Greens’ candidate in
Batman is social worker Alex 
Bhathal, who stood against 
Mr Feeney in 2013.

Mr Feeney gained 54,009
votes (41.29 per cent), while 
Ms Bhathal got 35,105 votes 
and (39.39). Liberal George 
Souris, came third with 
20.017 votes, meaning the 
22.46 per cent of the vote he 
won would be enough to get 
the Greens home if the voters 
followed how-to-vote cards.
ellen.whinnett@news.com.au

CLIMATE CHANGE
GREENS: Net zero or 
negative greenhouse gas 
emissions in a generation. 
Binding emissions targets 
until 2050. A price on 
carbon.

LIBERALS: Renewable 
sources to provide 23 per 
cent of energy by 2020. Cut 
emissions by up to 28% by 
2030. No price on carbon.

ASYLUM SEEKERS
GREENS: Eliminate 
mandatory and indefinite 
detention and abolish 
offshore processing. 

LIBERALS: Mandatory 
offshore processing. Turn 
back boats. No settlement in 
Australia for boat people.

DRUGS
GREENS: Treatment, rehab 
and recovery programs as a 
sentencing alternative for 
drug-addicted criminals. 
More safe injecting rooms.

LIBERALS: Multi-pronged 
war on ice and other drugs in 
a traditional law and order-
based strategy.

FOREIGN AID
GREENS: Increase foreign 
aid to at least 0.7% 
of national income.

LIBERALS: Aid budget cut to 
0.23% of national income.

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
GREENS: An end to 
discrimination in marriage 
against same-sex attracted, 
gender diverse and intersex 
people.

LIBERALS: Will hold a 
plebiscite on same-sex 
marriage.

ECONOMY
GREENS: Borrow more to
lift infrastructure 
investment by up to $75 
billion over 10 years. Stop 
“tax cuts arms race”. 
Phase out capital gains 
tax discount.

LIBERALS: Reduce the 
deficit from $39.9 billion to 
$6 billion in four years. Cut 
company tax to 25% over a 
decade. No change to capital 
gains tax.

THE LIBERALSTHE GREENS
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