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   Every day is a day of labor for our SEW business women, as it is for women around the

   the globe.  SEW honors all who labor-in paid work, in unpaid family care, in volunteer

    efforts, those underemployed and those who seek employment. This issue of  NEWS 

    shares some of the successes and challenges of SEW business women as they labor to 

work their way out of poverty. It relates the labor of a Baltimore, MD youth delegation installing  a gravity 

based irrigation system, while forging new friendships.  It highlights our extraordinary business partner, Leslie 

Schuld. And finally, it tells the story of how we purchased a new truck to ensure travel safety for our staff.   
 

This Labor Day, let us re-commit ourselves to advocate for just wages and honorable, dignified work for all. You 

have made this possible for our SEW women, and all at SEW are grateful.  

 

As this issue goes to press, I am flying to El Salvador to meet with the women in our many businesses and to 

work with a journalist from the U.S.  who is interested in SEW’s process for empowering women entrepreneurs.  

I look forward to sharing these stories with you in the next issue of NEWS.   

 

From the Desk of the Executive Director 

A New Start  

Last September, NEWS highlighted the beginning of an indigo cultivation 

business, Los Azules de Titihuapa (name of the nearby river) in San Isidro. 

No sooner were the first plants growing than a drought, followed by flood-

ing,  destroyed the crop.  

Having faced much greater challenges over the years, the six  SEW busi-

nesswomen were discouraged but ready to begin again. They furthered 

their training in making organic fertilizer. They prepared another seven 

thousand seed cones  out of newspaper, cultivated the soil, arranged the rows  and began  again! 

Co-coordinators, Juana and Deysi, have researched the vegetable and 

fruit plants which,  interspersed with the indigo plants, will thrive and 

provide food for their families and additional income. 

Indigo dye continues to be a much sought after product both within the 

country and for export.  There is a network of  businesses that need in-

digo for their merchandise, including  two SEW businesses, Pa jaro Flor 

and Vivaz.  

From Seed to Scarf 
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Interview with Susan Saudek 

SEW Board Member 

 

 

Susan, what inspired and sustains your 30 year 
dedication to the people of El Salvador? 

In 1984 a young man knocked on the door of our 
church, Brown Memorial Presbyterian, in Baltimore, 
seeking sanctuary. Alarmed and intrigued, our imme-
diate reaction was “yes.” When this was brought to the 
congregation, they became nervous and decided not to 
offer sanctuary. But we did decide to find out what was 
going on and how we might respond. Having been 
born and raised in Argentina, I had some sense of what 
was driving the migration of refugees to the United 
States. Our research led us to the SHARE foundation 
which offered us the opportunity to twin with a church 
in El Salvador. In 1986 we went down and chose to 
twin with Madre  de los Pobres Church in San Salvador. 
Over the years I have come to know and love the peo-
ple in this inner city parish, and with Brown Memorial, 
have been part of many delegations there. 

In June you led a youth delegation.  What was the 
purpose and composition of the delegation? 

The purpose was to tap into the inquisitiveness and 
concern our youth have for our world and their desire 
to make a difference through service. Five came from 
our church and one from the Friends School. While 
teens from west Baltimore were willing to go, many 
parents were fearful of the gang violence in El Salva-
dor. Only one parent in west Baltimore - scene of so 
much violence last year – said “yes” to her daughter 
going. As a Muslim woman, she had to be accompanied 
by a male family member, so her 16 year old brother 
joined us - reluctantly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What were some of the activities in which the 
youth engaged? 

We made the community at Madre  de los Pobres our 
home base. In this small inner city area around Madre , 
there are three gangs operative.  Their turf is clearly 
marked and crossing boundaries can be fatal. Salva-
doran and Baltimore youth shared stories of their ex-
periences, played games,  sang songs and got to know 
each other. One of our kids had friends she knew from 
a previous trip. She said that these [Salvadoran] kids 
“… have dreams, energy to pursue them and have fun 
along the way.” For her the values they shared were no 
different than those of her American peers. 

We went on overnights to agricultural communities in 
the countryside. They had electricity, but no running  
water. We worked with the people to provide irriga-
tion for their crops. We stayed in twos with families in 
one room homes, with curtains separating sleeping 
areas. The west Baltimore brother and sister stayed 
with a family of four.  They were a bit anxious about 
this hijab-clad young woman and her brother. We pro-
vided some input on Muslim culture and norms of re-
lating, as we had on Salvadoran culture. The young 
Muslim woman had her cell phone with all her family 
pictures which she shared with the family. The next 
morning at the breakfast farewell, the father from the 
home in which she had stayed, said, “I was the luckiest 
man ever. I made new friends and we shared our fami-
lies.” 

Baltimore Youth on Mission in El Salvador 

“Being with them you are up 
close and it’s real. You are 
friends. It’s very personal.“ 
          -Susan Saudek 
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How were the young people affected by this mission ex-
perience, Susan? 

One senior could not get over how young people like them-
selves, in the midst of such poverty and violence, could be so 
optimistic about having a better life. 

During our nightly reflections, a 17 year old  young man 
said, “I thought I was close to God before, but this trip brings 
me even closer.” 

One junior related that a friend had asked her what she was 
doing for the summer. “I am going to El Salvador,” she re-
sponded. “How great!” was her friends response. “I think she 
thought I was going to a beach resort. She never thought you 
go to another country to do service.  I don’t know how to 
take this experience back to my country and share it and 
how I can fit it into my life.” 

The 16 year old Muslim brother who came “kicking and 
screaming,” spoke in prayer of his transformation and want-
ed to “thank my sister for making this possible for me. I 
learned what poverty and violence looks like in another 
country. I met teenagers like myself who have dreams and 
hopes for their future, even in frightening circumstances.” 

What was most difficult for the young people was seeing the 
effects of the gangs upon the youth. We were in a communi-
ty ruled by street gangs. Kids are afraid to go to school; par-
ents are killed - accused of giving information about people 
across the street-another gang’s territory. This so troubled 
them. Even coming out of Baltimore, they saw this as a dif-
ferent level of violence. 

Our [U.S.] kids are privileged. They read about inner city 
killings. In El Salvador, they meet youth who have lost 
friends to violence and they stay in homes where families 
have been broken or members have fled the country. Being 
with them,  you are up close and it’s real. You are friends. It’s 
very personal. That is what accompaniment is all about: re-
lationships. Relationships that are permanent. You don’t 
walk away from these relationships. 

Finally, Susan what are you grateful for in re-
gard to this youth delegation to El Salvador? 

When I was their age, and now I am much older 
than they, I was sure I was going to change the 
world and make it better. And I look at the world 
and it hasn’t changed.  So I cannot be grateful 
enough to these young people for the willingness 
to carry on, to engage in the struggle. They are 
not going to give up. They are going to fight for 
justice. I am so grateful for them, for showing me 
their passion and commitment. The youth are 
there. They do want to help. All they need is 
someone to show them, to guide them, to help 
them understand what they are seeing and expe-
riencing. They will do the rest! 

It’s about Relationships... 

This was my second trip to El Salvador. This 
time I went because I had made a lot of 
friends, a lot of relationships that became 
very strong. I kept up with them. I heard 
from them. I knew what was going on in 
their lives and their country, the violence 
that has increased to a horrible level.  Al-
most daily, my friends hear gunshots and 
see the bullet strafed houses and windows. 
Friends my age who went to high school at 
night no longer do so because it is not safe 
to be out at night. I think there are a lot of 
people from different backgrounds who are 
interested in what is happening in El Salva-
dor and want to help. I see how dedicated 
my Church is to this relationship. 

An experience that stands out for me was 
when we went to the countryside where we 
began working on a gravity based irrigation 
system to help the people create areas 
where they could raise some vegetables. 
Honestly, I am not sure any of us knew 
what we were doing, but we struggled to-
gether, and we completed our task. It was 
through the struggle together that we got to 
know each other—language was not a bar-
rier. And then we played soccer together. 
That was it. During the soccer game it was 
as though we were old friends.    

Olivia Liang, HS Senior 

Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church 
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A native of Ohio, Leslie was studying at the University of Dayton the year 

Archbishop Romero and the four U.S. churchwomen were killed in El Salva-

dor. Those were life changing events for her. She soon rose to leadership 

forming a chapter of the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salva-

dor (CISPES) working to oppose military aid to El Salvador. Over the years, 

Leslie studied Spanish in Nicaragua and continued to work for social and eco-

nomic justice in solidarity with the people of El Salvador. In 1993, she  was 

one of the founders of the Center for Exchange and Solidarity—the CIS—an 

organization dedicated to people-to-people solidarity. The CIS accompanies 

communities for grassroots development, builds structures for social and eco-

nomic justice, and provides International Observer Missions.  

Leslie has a Masters in Human Rights and Peace Studies from the University 

of El Salvador. In 1993 she had moved to El Salvador planning to stay for one 

year and has lived and worked there ever since! Leslie has been Director of 

the CIS and is Salvadoran Enterprise’s tireless partner. With our SEW staff, 

Leslie oversees the development of micro-enterprise businesses and  work-

shops in human development for our SEW women in rural areas of the coun-

try. Leslie’s keen intellect, knowledge of the historic, political and social  reali-

ties of El Salvador, her ability to network globally and her dedication to jus-

tice reside in a calm and indomitable spirit. For the past 13 years, Salvadoran 

Enterprises has flourished in this partnership with Leslie and the CIS. What a 

gift it is to collaborate and celebrate with you, Leslie! 

SEW Partner in the Spotlight 

Leslie Schuld 

Two substantial developments have made 

the new SEW truck a reality.  First, savvy 

tracking and dealer sales presented SEW 

with an option to purchase a vehicle that 

met all our criteria. It came with a sizeable 

reduction in cost.  The original cost for a 

truck, insurance and driver expenses was 

$35,000. The reduced truck cost allows us to 

set our goal at $26,500. Secondly,  SEW was 

able to secure an interest-free loan for 

$14,600. To date, through your generous 

support, we have raised $11,911.  

   SEW Truck Provides Security 

Both of these opportunities, as well as the safety and security of our staff,  called for immediate action on the part 

of SEW. The truck is on the road and we need your help to pay the loan.  

Donations can be made at  www.gofundme.com/sewtruck, on line  www.sewinc.org or by check mailed to the 

office. Gracias. 

Big smiles in front of our new truck: Leslie Schuld, and our     

Salvadoran staff with several SEW business women 

http://www.gofundme.com/sewtruck
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The Basic Food Basket in San Pablo Tacachico reports increased 

sales due to having increased the variety of products. They were able to 

purchase a showcase, as well as a freezer to sell ice cream. This has led to 

an increased income for the women. Their major achievements include a 

cement walkway and steps up to the storefront, plus  purchase of a vehicle 

to extend their sales routes to other areas.  Celia, Coordinator of the Basic 

Food Basket, has received training from CDMYPE, a government training 

agency, in entrepreneurship, commercialization and administration. 

Saddened at losing Manuela, who had worked with them, the women 

are proud that she has finished her university studies in nursing and 

now has a job in her field.  

 

For the future, the women “are looking to purchase a larger showcase, 

gain additional training in how to expand our business, and increase 

wages.”  

 

The Coconut Candy Cooperative on Isla Espiritu Santo now has Certification from the Ministry of 

Health, and nine Ministry approved products. This enhances their negotiating power as they talk with repre-

sentatives of a major grocery chain and department store about carrying their goods on the mainland. They 

have been invited to sell at fairs at the University, and the U.S.  Ambassador who visited the island will promote 

their products  as well. “We are selling more and bigger bags of sweets—there was one order for 115 bags.” 

“The additional equipment received through SEW has enabled us to cut our production time in half. Before, we 

worked till 1 a.m. many days; now we finish by 8 p.m.” 

A major setback for the women is the increased cost of the coconut. “There has been a crisis with the coconut. 

The trees aren’t producing because of the lack of rain. So our costs have increased and we have had to raise the 

price of our sweets.”  

Their plans for the future include expanding sales, obtaining a boat, with their own woman navigator,  continu-

ing to explore mainland markets and engaging in workshops in entrepreneurship with the SEW-CIS staff and 

university consultants. 

 

There’s No Business Like SEW Business 
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IN HONOR OF 
 

Celebrating  the 75th Birthday of Maggie Quinlan, SEW’s First Board President, from  Sr. Margaret Mary Quinlan, 

 RSM, Ann Carpenter, Karen Hart, Jack Baer, Mike & Jennifer Stewart, Marcy & Larry Chesto, Jeanette & Joel 

 Ginsburg, Lois Seiner, Stormy & Henry Hudson, George & Gail Riddick, Dan & Mary Harrington, Ed & Made

 leine Libucha, Susie & Bill Kay, Rita & Tom Koberna, Hal & Ann Fulk, Sheila & Darrell Harris, Moira & Dave 

 Symanski, Mary-Jule & John Schurman 

Celebrating the birthday of my sister, Jacqueline Lynch Whitmore, from Virginia Graf 

Rejoicing with my mother, Constance Jones Chesley on her 96th Birthday, from Mary Louise Chesley-Cora 

Celebrating and Honoring My Sisters and Sisters-in-law: Kathleen Hutchinson, Theresa Cuddy, Catherine Pownell, 

 Cecelia Allman, Ann Allman, Kimberly Allman; My Nieces: Maureen Krieger, Mary Beth Hutchinson, Laura 

 Schoettmer, Karen Cuddy, Christine Homon, Taylor Allman, Ann Marie Hutchinson, Mary Riley Hutchinson, 

 Valerie Cuddy, Keli Golkiewicz Mazzuca, Azarie Wurtzburg, Kate Golkiewicz  Churchwell; My Friends: Ronit 

 Eshel, Inbal Eshel, Robin Levien, Donna Naberhuis, Sue Fox, Bethanne Fox, Patrice Flynn, Marsha Leikin, Jan 

 Hinch, Margaret Fletcher, Joan Ryan, Anna Marie DuBusky, Julie Baron, Mary Kay Le Due, Michele Peck, Dottie 

 Cunningham, Cindy Golkiewicz, from Mary Allman 

Celebrating Dorothy Cook, Karen Cook, and Mary Watson,  from Dick Cook 

Honoring Ardath Cade, from Claudia Rodriguez 

Celebrating my sister, Della Pratt, from Rev. Edward Colohan 

Celebrating the School Sisters of Notre Dame Jubilarians of 2016, from Joanne Munoz, SSND 

Celebrating the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Joan and Ryan Sattler, from Barb & Jeff Messerknecht 

Birthday wishes to Theresa Lamy, Patricia McCarron, Michele Reed, Lianne Johnson, from Sr. Jane Scanlon, SSND 

Celebrating the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Renee and Tim McCarthy, from Mary Ann and Ed Collins 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

Celebrating the life of Jean Rogucki,  from Raymond and Kathleen Sarnacki, Anne Greener, Sophie Wujek, Janet 

 Krieg, Willa Bickham and Brendan Walsh of Viva House, Dr. and Mrs John Krygowski, the Perry Family, 

 Jewell Zellers, your niece, Alexandra Wunderly, Betty Matyas, Sally Rogers, Annette Fitzgibbons 

Remembering John Schuld and Leslie’s Schuld’s Aunt Kay, from Sister Patti Ann Rogucki 

Remembering Diana Conover, William Malstrom and Brandon Tolson, from Sister Marie McGann, SSND 

Remembering Jane H. Cravens of Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Owensboro, KY,  from Deborah Kerwood 

Remebering Carl Hudon, from Sr. Jane Scanlon, SSND 

Remembering my friend, Marcelle Harris,  from Beth O’Connell 

In loving  memory of Mary Ann Menoche, Social Justice advocate, from Church of the Ascension Social Ministry,  in 
 Virginia Beach, Virginia 

Nothing goes away  
 until it has taught us  
  what we need to know 
     Pema Chodron 
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If you’re a regular Amazon customer,  you can help us by shopping through 

smile.amazon.com. Simply select Salvadoran Enterprises for Women as 

the charity you’d like to support and we will receive a percentage of all of 

your purchases.  Thank you for continuing to help SEW. 

CAN YOU HELP US CONTINUE THE MISSION?  

______ $ 25 for transportation   ______ $ 50  ingredients for organic fertilizer 

______ $ 75 coconuts     ______$100 to repay the interest free loan for the truck 

Please accept my tax-deductible contribution of $ ___________ payable to Salvadoran Enterprises for Women or  

 S.E.W. For credit card donations, please go to the website www.sewinc.org and click the Donate Button 

For funds for truck go to www.gofundme.com/sewtruck 

 Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 City ___________________________________________________ State/Zip ___________________________________________ 

 Phone ___________________________________________e-mail _____________________________________________________ 

Salvadoran Enterprises for Women is a 501 (c) (3) organization.   

Donations are tax-deductible according to law. Financial report available upon request. 

SEW VOLUNTEER 

In every community, there is work to be done. In every nation, there are wounds to heal.  

In every heart, there is the power to do it.  -Marianne Williamson 

For the past few years I have been a volunteer in a food pantry and an adult ESL 
program.  Both programs offer me the opportunity to get to know immigrants in 
our community, most from Central America. As I listen to their stories, they tell of 
the crushing poverty, violence and fear for their children’s future which drove 
them to leave their home country.  

Not one of them  said they wanted to leave their home country, but there was no 
other way to make things safer and better for their families. The women’s stories 
convinced me that opportunities that allow families to stay together in their home 
country provide financial security and hope for the future. That is what Salvadoran 
Enterprises for Women is making happen! Kris Leary 

A few years ago, I heard Sr. Anne Marie speak about the mission of SEW. Her passion for the work and care for 
the women and children hooked me and made me want to be involved too.  The SEW model empowers women 
to stay in their home country and build financial security through small business development, to engage in 
their communities, and to have hope for the future, for their children. Being a volunteer in the U.S. office lets 
me support the work in El Salvador, energizes me and gives me hope! 

http://.sewinc%20.org
http://www.gofundme.com/sewtruck
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Like us on Facebook and 

please visit our website: www.sewinc.org 

I slept and dreamt that life was joy.  

I awoke and saw that life was service.  

I acted and behold, service was joy. 
             -Rabindranath Tagore  

          Salvadoran Enterprises for Women 

  Sister Anne Marie Gardiner, SSND 

  416 Branch Drive 

  Silver Spring, MD 20901 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/36913.Rabindranath_Tagore

