[INSERT YOUR ADDRESS and EMAIL]

[INSERT EMAIL OR ADDRESS
OF SENATOR/MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT]
[INSERT DATE]
Dear Sirs or Madam,
UNSAFE MEDICINES & PHARMACOGENOMICS
I am writing in support of the Australians for Safe Medicine’s petition to the Australian Senate to do more about unsafe medicine practices by implementing pharmacogenomics.

Australians For Safe Medicines has asked me to write to you and let you know that:
· The health of my family and myself are of the utmost priority to me when voting.
· The fact that unsafe medicines are one of the leading causes of death and disability is unacceptable.

· Equally, the fact that Australia lags behind the science and world’s best practice in pharmacogenomics is unacceptable to me.
· Delaying the introduction of pharmacogenomics until the implementation of precision medicine is unacceptable to me.
· The Australian Government should be doing more.

Australian’s for Safe Medicines have also asked me to get in touch with you to emphasize the way in which unsafe medicines have personally harmed or failed my family or myself. 

Either my immediate family or myself have [tick which is applicable]: 

· Struggled to find medicine that is effective.
· Had a severe reaction that required hospitalisation.
· Had a severe reaction that has caused a permanent disability.

· Had a severe reaction that resulted in their death.

· Been discriminated against and labelled ‘a complex [problem] patient’.

· Been disbelieved. 

· Been dealt with in an off-hand or even aggressive manner.
When medicine has been unsafe:
· I was not advised of the possible side-effects by my doctor.

· I struggled to stop the medicine that was unsafe.

· I struggled to identify a specialist clinical pharmacologist to assist me.

· My doctor was unaware of pharmacogenomics.

· Pharmacogenomic testing would have changed the selection of medicine and/or the dosage.
Finally, the foremost principle of medicine is to do no harm. 
No medicine should be prescribed without pharmacogenomic testing and if my doctor is unable to consider my own circumstances I should be able to do so.  Putting over the counter pharmacogenomic testing on Medicare would enable me to do so. 
Yours faithfully,

NAME OF CONSUMER
