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Manifesto for the
Europe of the future
Alliance 2020 USR PLUS.

On Sunday, 26th of May, we are called to
choose our representatives in the European
Parliament. However, the stake is much more
important. On 26th of May, we choose how the
Europe of the future will look like and what will
be Romania’s place in the EU.
During these elections, two visions of the future
of the European Union will compete: one that
wants to strengthen the Union and another that
wants to weaken it and return to the past.
We, the Alliance 2020 USR PLUS, believe in a
reborn and strong Europe, in a Europe for all
its citizens, in a Europe of prosperity and
equity, in a Europe of democracy, freedom
and the rule of law.
We appeal to all pro-European forces to define a
common vision of the Europe of the future, of our
Europe.
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One Union,
from east to west.
A European Union
for all its citizens.
An innovative and globally
competitive Europe.
A Europe that
protects its citizens.
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To succeed, this new vision must be carried out
by a new generation of politicians who will
assume this future, as the founders of the Union
took on the European project; who will confront
the weaknesses of the Union, understand the
opportunities of the future and put them into
practice.

Manifesto for the Europe of the future Alliance 2020 USR PLUS

4

One Union,
from east to west.

For the European Union to be strong, it must
become the project of European unification
after the Cold War, not just the post-World War
II peace project.
The European Union was created as a project of
prosperity, peace and solidarity by the Western
European countries. The EU has grown from the
needs of the West. Because of their isolation
behind the Iron Curtain, the European countries
in the central and eastern parts of the continent
were only able to join this project after several
decades, too late to make a significant
contribution to its definition.
Reuniting Europe through a genuine and
deep process of integration of the Central
and Eastern European countries must remain
a key element of the Europe of the future.
Otherwise, this gap between east and west,
between "new" Member States and "old"
Member States will continue to cause tensions
that will undermine the progress of the European
project as a whole.
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This is why, we, the Alliance 2020 USR PLUS:
● Advocate for a single Union, with no concentric circles or
different integration speeds and we strongly stand against
any attempt to create cracks between the Member States.
● Support the strengthening of unity between the Member
States around common European values: freedom,
democracy, equality, human dignity, respect for the rule of
law and respect for human rights.
● Resist any temptation to create an à la carte European
Union, in which each Member State chooses what it wants,
as a way of organising the EU. Any model of integration and
regrouping of some Member States that want to move faster
in certain areas can only be an initiation and consolidation
phase, that is beneficial to the European project only if open
access and support is provided to those who want to join the
process at a later stage.
● Are in favour of a European Union that can fairly offer to all
its citizens the well-being and quality of life that they are
expecting.
● Propose to consolidate European investment in the real
convergence of the different regions of Europe as the base
for the Union's sustainable development, economic recovery
and social cohesion. Strategic priorities, financial allocations
and the creation of investment programmes must, in an
equitable way, take into account the development
differences, the constraints and opportunities identified by
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all Member States, regardless of the sector (e.g.
infrastructure, connectivity, agriculture, industry, research or
security).
● Want a European Union that takes into account the
concerns and priorities of all its citizens. In this respect, we
propose extending the EU’s agenda of priorities in order to
provide the political and financial resources needed to align
the education, health and social standards, that are so
necessary to ensure the dignity of all European citizens.
● Support the strengthening of the European Single Market,
in correlation with Digital Europe, as a tool of convergence
between the Member States, with the four freedoms of
movement (persons, goods, services and capital), and the
prevention of double standards and discrimination.
● Support a Europe that regains its values and spirit, a spirit
that can be strengthened by capitalising on the material and
immaterial heritage of all our cultures, and on the creativity
and dynamism of all European peoples.
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A European Union
for all its citizens.

The European Union is made up of all its citizens
and belongs to all its citizens. The Europe of the
future is one in which every European is an
integral and essential part of its construction.

This is why, we, the Alliance 2020 USR PLUS:
● Will ensure that the citizens’ voice is heard and listened to
in the process of developing European policies. EU must
transform this exercise into a strategic priority. In this respect,
we support the introduction of a consultative referendum
at the European level on issues that are relevant to the whole
Union.
● Support the introduction of an innovative and bottom-up
policy-making mechanism at European level, drawing on
the experiences of local civic projects, that are scalable at
the European level, including on topics validated by the
consultative referendum.
● Propose the creation of a structured consultation
mechanism between the European institutions, national
institutions and the citizens, which will lead to the real
integration of its results into the Union's decisions.
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European
Assembly.
The structure and calendar of such a
mechanism, the results of which would
be integrated into the EU's annual
priorities programme, could be the
following:
Each year, between January and April,
national assemblies will be held in each
Member State, which will propose a
number of EU priorities for the coming
year and assess the implementation of
the EU annual program for the previous
year; these annual national assemblies
will involve citizens, and representatives
from civil society, the business
environment, the government and the
parliament.

Assembly may also establish the launch
of citizens' initiatives.
The European Assembly's proposal is an
integral part of the debates on the EU's
priorities for the coming year, which take
place in the Council, the European
Parliament, the Committee of the Regions
and the European Economic and Social
Committee.
In September, the President of the
European Commission, in his speech on
the State of the European Union, presents
the EU Programme for the following year,
including the European Assembly's
proposals.

On Europe Day, on the 9th of May, the
European Assembly takes place,
involving citizens from each Member
State; the Assembly makes a proposal for
the EU Annual Programme to the
Commission; citizens participating in the
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Citizens involved
in the Union’s
decisions.
January-April

National Assemblies debate and

propose some priorities for the EU for next year.
They will involve citizens, and representatives
from civil society, the business environment, the
government, and the parliament.
9th of May

European Assembly makes a proposal
for the EU Annual Programme to the Commission;
citizens participating in the Assembly may also
establish the launch of citizens' initiatives.

May-September

Institutional debates. The European

Assembly's proposal is an integral part of the debates
on the EU’s priorities for the coming year, which take
place in the Council, the European Parliament, the
Committee of the Regions and the European Economic
and Social Committee.
September

State of the Union.

The President of the European
Commission, in his speech on the state
of the European Union, presents the EU
Programme for the following year,
including the European Assembly’s
proposals.

● Support the explicit and honest assumption by each
Member State, European, national or regional institution of
a shared responsibility to communicate about the
European Union. In this regard, we propose the
development of effective communication and educational
programmes in order to present Europe's history to young
people, and also to explain to citizens the challenges faced
by the European Union, and the added value of belonging to
a strong, inclusive, and democratic Union.
● Support the strengthening of European policies and
programmes that create a sentiment of European
patriotism and a European identity, while promoting
respect and openness towards national patriotism, and
national, cultural and linguistic identities.
● Give top priority to combating disinformation and
populism, which are real dangers to democracy, the rule
of law and peace in Europe. To that end, we will promote
media programmes for independent investigations and
journalism, support programmes for research, the media and
civil society initiatives that fight against fake news and
disinformation.
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An innovative
and globally
competitive Europe.

The European Union, and through it, each
Member State, must immediately invest, in a
structured and decisive way, in stimulating and
promoting innovation and creativity, which,
together with the benefits of the digital
revolution, can generate a new and genuine
European Renaissance that will have a major
impact on the well-being of its citizens.
Europe is one of the major leaders in new
equipment for 5G technology and innovation in
artificial intelligence. We have many start-ups
that are launched in Europe and great human
capital with advanced digital skills, especially
among young people. Unfortunately, Europe
does not capitalize on these strengths because it
lacks the strategic digital infrastructure and has
so far failed to facilitate a smooth transition of
innovation to the market.
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This is why, we, the Alliance 2020 USR PLUS:
● Propose that the European Commission's future political
programme includes clear measures to ensure that the
Union consolidates its leader position in the vanguard of
the Industrial Revolution 4.0, as well as having concretely
defined objectives for every economic sector.
● Support the endowment of all European regions with
smart grids capable of supporting the fast transfer of large
data packages to facilitate the rapid transition of the Union to
5G technology and create the necessary conditions for the
growth of the digital economy.
● Support major European investments to create a European
strategic digital infrastructure. This will ensure Europe's
independence in the areas of data storage, its use and
processing; cyber security, and innovation in the field of
artificial intelligence and its widespread dissemination in all
Member States and in every region. These facilities should
include high-performance computers, ‘libraries’ of
algorithms for artificial intelligence, state-of-the-art cyber
security technology and equipment, which would be
available and accessible to all citizens and entrepreneurs,
including SMEs. No one should be left behind.
● Support the creation at the European level in collaboration
with representatives of European industry of a strategy
that will facilitate the training of citizens in order for them to
be ready for the digital revolution in the labour market. This
involves investments in improving basic and advanced
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digital skills across all age groups and across the whole
Union. This is the prerequisite for developing digital literacy
and for harnessing creative capacity, as well as encouraging
European entrepreneurs, who will be able to capitalize on
them.
● Support the creation of simple funding formulas for
entrepreneurship in IT and the creative industries, which
would allow equitable access to direct funding as well as
capital infusions across the whole Union. In this regard, we
support the creation of the European Innovation Council. At
the same time, the remuneration rules for top researchers
must ensure that they can be employed in research and
innovation projects funded from the European budget,
both in Western and Eastern Europe.
● Propose to strengthen the network of digital innovation hubs.
We support the creation of a European hub in each region
that will provide testing facilities for SMEs and other
companies and universities, as well as providing
technological and financial counselling specialised on the
economic profile of the region. These hubs will also be fruitful
platforms for dialogue and collaboration between
universities and industry, which could help raise the number
of European specialists for the European economy.
● The European Parliament must adapt itself to this trend and
the first step will be to create a specialised committee for
the IT industry and digital transformation.
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A Europe that
protects its citizens.

We want a European Union that listens to and
protects all its citizens. They are worried about
their well-being and the future of their jobs; they
are affected by globalization, and they are
concerned about the impact of climate change,
migration, and of global instability.

This is why, we, the Alliance 2020 USR PLUS:
● Support the strengthening of a European Defence Union,
which would also consolidate NATO's presence and
capability across Europe. At the same time, we propose to
strengthen the European response and support capabilities
for when a Member State is confronted with natural or manmade disasters, terrorism, cyber-attacks or hybrid attacks.
● Advocate for the promotion of realistic and pragmatic
commercial policies that promote access to new
international markets along with job creation, development
and increased competitiveness of European industries. In this
respect, we will also propose the development of a
European foreign direct investment policy (non-EU) that
takes into account European and national strategic interests
(e.g. agricultural land, energy, critical infrastructure, natural
resources, etc.).
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● Support the development of an effective mechanism for
migration control, which would include strengthening the
European borders, intelligent migration management,
political stabilisation and European investment in the
countries of origin.
● In the context of the deterioration of multilateralism and the
global order, we support the strengthening of the European
Union's role as a global actor through a strategic and
coherent approach for all EU and Member States' capabilities
and instruments, from the political and diplomatic ones to
trade deals, and support for development and investments
outside of the EU.
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The Alliance 2020 USR PLUS
presented to the Romanian
public a clear and structured
electoral offer in which we
commit ourselves to bring to
the Romanian people the
concrete benefits of European
citizenship. These objectives
need a strong, stable and
confident European Union. We are the Movement
that will help rebuild Europe's confidence in itself.

