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Welcome Schedule
12:00 Credentials

12:00 Welcome

13:00 Report of Outgoing Steering 
Committee

13:20 Financial Report

13:45 Recess

12:30 Guest Recognition

14:30 Candidate Statements

15:00 Platform and Priorities

16:30 Elections

17:00 Recess

18:00 Adjourn

20:00 Party
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Welcome to the Philadelphia DSA's Local 
Convention! The convention is Philly DSA’s 
highest deliberative body. We hold at least one 
convention every two years. At our convention 
we:

   Elect our Steering Committee

   Adopt a political platform

   Determine our strategic priorities

   Receive a financial report

This packet can be found online at: convention.phillydsa.com/packet

This packet was prepared by the Planning and Nominations Committees for the 
2019 Convention. Please contact phillydsa@gmail.com with any questions.
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Candidates for
Elected Positions

Chair
Marilyn Arwood

Anlin WangAs chair, I will ensure we double our active membership through 
the 2020 primary cycle, and yet further increase the impact of 
our chapter. I believe we will do this by providing clear 
opportunities to engage in campaign work: by enthusiastically 
campaigning for Bernie Sanders in Philadelphia and the 
surrounding suburbs, by redoubling our efforts to win Medicare 
for All, by deepening our ties to organized labor, by calling on 
City Hall to bring a Green New Deal to Philly, and by building 
Philly DSA into a more durable, organized, institutional force in 
politics.

In my time in DSA, I've committed myself to the slow, often 
tedious work of organizing our campaigns, meetings, and events 
through my work on the Canvassing Committee and as a 
Medicare for All Regional Organizer. In order for Philly DSA to 
continue to be effective, we need to run serious, coordinated 
campaigns that engage all of our members. This requires a 
thorough commitment to democracy that welcomes political 
debate, allowing us to work through tensions and conflicts 
productively as they arise. Only in this way can we emerge a 
stronger, unified organization capable of taking on the immense 
tasks we have at hand.

The next two years present an incredible opportunity to engage 
millions of ordinary Americans: the most popular politician in the 
United States is a democratic socialist running for president on a 
program that centers the interests of the working class. Just as 
in 2016, we can expect DSA to grow exponentially thanks to this 
surging interest in socialist politics. It's up to us to come 
together, seize this moment, and to utilize the collective energy 
of our membership to engage in campaigns that can take back 
power from the ruling class.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As chair I will 1) double active membership, 2) regularize Open 
Strategy Meetings for campaigns, 3) improve and regularize 
inter-committee communication and reporting.

Philly DSA has the potential to become Philadelphia’s leading left 
organization and one of the major political forces in the region 
by maximizing its unprecedented, underutilized capacity to build 
local political power for the left. Philadelphia is ripe for DSA to 
push radical political change, as Philly DSA has joined coalitions 
to both elect a DSA-endorsed state representative in Liz Fiedler 
and push Larry Krasner into office - whose victory sparked a 
national wave of progressive DA candidates.  

But Philly DSA has been under-involved with City Council 
elections and the left takeover of Democratic ward committee 
seats. We didn’t join the 2018 mass protests against ICE and the 
PA Department of Corrections, in a missed opportunity to join 
coalitions which won their policy demands. We failed to support 
the unprecedented Judge Accountability Table to elect 
progressive judges in our city, leaving a FOP-backed judge to 
edge out a criminal justice reformer by a mere two thousand 
votes.
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Philly DSA can do much more: with over 800 members and an 
explicitly socialist political analysis, our ceiling is uniquely high. In 
the coming months, we have opportunities to play major roles in 
kicking the at-large Republicans off City Council, ending the 10 
year tax abatement starving Philadelphia’s schools, further 
ending cash bail, pushing the southeast PA Congressional 
delegation to support Medicare for All and a Green New Deal, 
expanding the DSA caucus in the PA State House with the 2020 
primary election, reshape the Philadelphia judiciary, and to use 
these campaigns to advance our efforts to elect Bernie Sanders 
as President. To do this, our chapter needs a comprehensive 
member engagement program leaving no member unorganized 
and a willingness to work in coalition with the broader 
Philadelphia left. As Chair, I will bottom-line the effort to make 
this happen on Day 1. 

neighbors, and other allies around struggles that show how 
capitalism is complicit in all that afflicts us in our daily lives, and 
why socialism is the path to an equal and humane society. This 
means fighting alongside our allies for demands such as 
equitable investments in public schools, justice for racist police 
brutality, and a true sanctuary city free from terror spread by 
Trump’s deportation regime. To me, the most effective socialist 
messages are ones that reflect the diversity of the working 
class, unlike a colorblind approach that treats our diverse 
identities as unimportant.

This is why I will defend and promote DSA’s multi-tendency 
nature and its ideological diversity in Philly DSA if elected to be 
Vice-Chair. I joined DSA because it felt like a political home 
where every member could be empowered to be a socialist 
organizer, whether their focus was on elections, organizing 
immigrant workers, or advocating for Medicare For all. And with 
over 800 members and immense potential for growth in the 
future, Philly DSA can be a leading force among the political Left 
in our city and region by opening up the potential of our 
chapter’s rank-and-file members to become socialist organizers 
in their own right. That means freedom from excessive 
bureaucracy while also building relationships between our 
members and DSA members from outside Philadelphia.

As Vice-Chair, I will be your ally who provides support for 
initiatives that rank-and-file members care about, whether it is a 
national Presidential campaign or a local campaign to shut down 
a county detention center that imprisons immigrant families.

As Vice-Chair I will 1. work to create a chapter-wide 
communication forum for Philly DSA members - modeled after 
existing forums in other chapters and in our suburban BuxMont 
and Delco branches - that will allow members to democratically 
communicate and organize with each other on various political 
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Administrative and Organizational Goals

Administrative and Organizational Goals

1) End resolution and campaign delays by scheduling 6 bimonthly 
general meetings per year instead of 4 irregular meetings and 
placing time sensitive resolutions for votes at the beginning of 
general meetings instead of the ending; 2) Reach out to 
Philadelphia left political organizations to establish relationships 
and seek potential avenues for collaboration; 3) Bottom-line 
fundraising campaigns with the next Treasurer to keep Philly 
DSA on track for $50,000 fundraising goal for 2020.

A friend once said: “you build political power by organizing 
capital or people”. If Philly DSA is to build and exercise political 
power in our own city, we need to mobilize our family, friends, 

Vice-Chair
Ronald Joseph



projects; 2. collaborate with members to create neighborhood 
branches in Philadelphia to create more opportunities for local 
organizing and thus expand our reach to a wider cross-section 
of Philadelphia’s working class; 3. reach out to other DSA 
chapters in Pennsylvania to officially create a Pennsylvania DSA 
organization through which Philly DSA members can organize 
with comrades from other parts of the state on statewide 
projects such as the 2020 Pennsylvania Presidential primary and 
fighting any anti-abortion legislation in the state legislature.

Since I joined Philly DSA in 2017, we have more than doubled our 
membership. We handed the Democratic Party primary in PA’s 
168th house district to Kristin Seale and made a meaningful 
contribution to Elizabeth Fiedler’s primary victory.  Our 
organizers were critical to Philadelphia’s Fair Work Week 
legislation, which remains the strongest legislation of its type in 
the country. And we helped push Medicare for All into the 
mainstream with one of the most active canvassing operations 
in the country.

I’m proud of the organization we have become. But despite these 
achievements, we have work to do to bring the organization to 
its fullest potential.

Internally, we need to address a number of challenges to our 
organizing. Chief among them are institutionalizing DSA and 
dealing with internal strife. Any democratic organization is bound 
to have friction, but we are only as strong as our membership is 
confident. My goal in the next two years is to build the 
operational unity of DSA across tendencies and strengthen our 
internal democracy.

These internal goals are not ends in themselves but will 
strengthen our external campaign work. An organization like ours 

is a tool to intervene in society at large, and in 2020, DSA has an 
unprecedented opportunity to engage the millions of people 
activated by the Sanders campaign. We must use this moment 
to grow our active membership, develop new leaders, and make 
connections with local labor. Prioritizing the Sanders campaign 
will help advance our political program, including electing 
socialist legislators, bringing new energy to our Medicare for All 
campaign, and giving us the capacity to launch a Green New 
Deal campaign.

As vice-chair, I want to consolidate our successes, correct our 
mistakes, and tackle the challenges that face us in the years 
ahead.

Syne "Soona" Salem

Vicki Fleck
Elected by Acclamation

Administrative and Organizational Goals
If elected Vice Chair I will work to: 1) increase and regularize in-
person open strategy forums; 2) set general meeting dates well 
in advance, including resolution/amendment submission 
deadlines, packet publication dates, and minutes publication; 3) 
establish metrics of success and member engagement for all 
active Philly DSA campaigns for internal assessment and 
external publication.

Having explored a few socialist media outlets and groups in the 
wake of Bernie’s 2016 campaign, I decided to join DSA the 
following summer after attending the first session of our 
wonderful Night School. Over the next several months of 
participating in Night School sessions and the Marx reading 
group, it became clear to me that in order to help build a mass 
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socialist movement, I would have to learn how to become an 
organizer. I subsequently joined our canvassing committee and 
since then have gained substantial organizing experience 
through door knocking, leading canvassing trainings, and 
developing our strategy for both electoral and issue-based 
canvasses. I’ve served as chair of the canvassing committee 
since September 2018. In this role, I have helped increase the 
frequency and geographical scope of our Medicare for All 
canvasses, introduced weeknight canvasses, and improved the 
committee’s infrastructure and workflow. As the chair of a 
committee that has relied on other committees to help carry out 
our work - such as the former Electoral Evaluation and Outreach 
and Social committees - I know how essential it is for 
committees to learn from one another and share resources. I am 
running for secretary because I want to ensure that the 
successes we’ve had here in Philly are thoroughly documented 
so that we can continue to build on our work, grow our 
membership, and win our campaign goals.

democratic socialist candidates, and by working to revitalize the 
labor movement. This vision has largely been shaped by the 
hundreds of conversations I’ve had canvassing, tabling and 
campaigning for Medicare for All and our electoral candidates 
across Philadelphia and our neighboring communities. Our 
political strategies and campaigns should advocate for universal, 
working class demands, the decommodification of public goods 
and services, and more democratic control over the economy. To 
these ends, we need more than ever to focus on developing 
coalitions and building a mass constituency that unites the 
working class. Concretely, I would like to see Philly DSA’s work be 
focused in the four following ways. (1) To help elect Bernie 
Sanders and utilize the campaign’s momentum to promote our 
political demands, galvanize rank-and-file workers, and help 
elect down-ballot progressive and socialist candidates. (2) To 
grow and expand our fights for universal demands by continuing 
our campaigning efforts around Medicare for All as well as 
expanding to a concrete campaign around environmental policy 
á la A Green New Deal. (3) To continue our rank-and-file labor 
organizing efforts, build coalitions and inroads with labor unions, 
and to help develop Labor for Bernie -- uniting organized labor 
around common political goals. (4) To grow our political 
education and expand the public events we offer to continue to 
make our work exciting and accessible to our fellow 
Philadelphians. I believe that through the pursuit of the above 
(and more!) Philly DSA will continue to grow as a political force 
organized around class struggle that promotes a vision for a 
socialist future and a better world.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As secretary I will 1. regularly schedule inter-committee 
communication to facilitate resource sharing; 2. keep the Philly 
DSA google drives organized; 3. update the membership roll 
monthly; 4. ensure detailed notes are recorded at Steering 
Committee meetings, General Meetings, and local conventions.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As Treasurer I will: 1. Increase the transparency of our local's 
finances (e.g. regularly posting financial reports); 2. Ensure Philly 
DSA’s electoral spending complies with all relevant campaign 
finance laws 3. Improve our fundraising efforts, especially with 
respect to our PAC
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My shared political vision rests on the notion that best way to 
build socialism is by campaigning for transformative demands 
that unite the working class, by pushing bold policies through 

Treasurer
Rohan Shah
Elected by Acclamation



Administrative and Organizational Goals
As Political Education Committee Chair, I will 1. Organize outreach 
to attendees of political education events 2. Work with coalition 
organizations on programming to increase our reach; and 3. 
Ensure that new members are educated on the basic premises 

I began attending PHL DSA political education events in the Fall 
of 2016 galvanized by Bernie Sanders’s bid for political office. 
Prior to the Sanders campaign, I recognized that something was 
deeply unjust and inhumane about the political economy, but did 
not have the language to articulate these discontents. Reading 
Marx’s Capital, Vol I with the Marxism and Politics reading group 
enabled me to understand the root cause of the systematic 
suffering and exploitation of the majority of people in this 
country and enabled me to channel my disillusionment into a 
political strategy. Since then, I have been an active participant of 
the Political Education committee, serving as chair since 
November. As part of my work, I have designed our biweekly 
Socialist Night Schools, continued to shape the Marxism and 
Politics reading group, organized several movie nights, designed 
the State of the Union conversations with leading labor activists, 
and held several other public political education events that have 
engaged those that are not yet familiar with our political ideas. If 
elected, I plan to continue our successful political education 
programming and to introduce initiatives that raise class 
consciousness and cultivate the political capacity of the chapter. 
Specifically, I plan to organize “Socialism 101” workshops at new 
members’ meetings to provide those new to DSA with the tools 
to make their own political judgments and commitments to 
transform the socioeconomic landscape.

In two years, I hope to see Philly DSA become a more inclusive 
chapter where workers from all backgrounds organize together, 
and a powerful force in our city with “one foot in the institutions 
and a thousand in the streets”. As chair of the communications 
committee and a member of the steering committee, I aim to 
foster the growth of the local—with an emphasis on attracting 
working class Philadelphians whose identities are not well-
represented in our membership—and reduce membership churn. 
The DSA’s commitment to acting as a multitendency “big-tent” 
socialist organization is its greatest strength. To achieve our 
goals our chapter must support different kinds of organizing, 
including participating in elections, helping workers organize and 
helping organized workers win demands, supporting “dual 
power” municipal institutions, and engaging in direct action. This 
will require productive working relationships with organized 
labor, community groups, other leftist organizations, and nearby 
DSA chapters. I have canvassed for Medicare for All and DSA-
supported electoral candidates—including Elizabeth Fiedler, 
Kristin Seale, and Adrian Rivera-Reyes. I was an active organizer 
at last summer’s OccupyICE, which showed that direct action and 
protest can win workers’ demands. I also volunteered at April’s 
Socialist Feminist Convergence and helped organize BuildFEST in 
January; these events attracted DSA members from throughout 
the country to Philadelphia, where they shared their skills and 
experiences with each other. Recent writings that have 
influenced my organizing include the DSA Ecosocialist Working 
Group’s “An Ecosocialist Green New Deal: Guiding Principles”, and 
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of socialism and how the history and theory of socialist ideas 
relates to the chapter's work.Political Education Chair

Communications Chair
Briana Shiri L
Elected by Acclamation
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Administrative and Organizational Goals

Administrative and Organizational Goals

As communications chair I will 1. introduce an online forum to 
provide a platform for members to discuss organizing; 2. 
leverage our social media accounts to promote our coalition 
partners and strengthen our relationship with other 
organizations in the region; 3. ensure that our external 
communications are written to engage Philadelphia’s broad, 
diverse working class.

the DSA-LSC’s, “Dual Power: A Strategy To Build Socialism In Our 
Time”. Taken together, these works sketch a path from our 
current social order, with massive exploitation and looming 
climate collapse, to a democratic and sustainable world.

During my time in Philly, the most exciting thing for me has been 
seeing how effective we can be when committees and 
campaigns communicate with each other and everyone is 
working towards the same goal. My vision for Philly DSA over the 
next two years is one guided by strategic campaigns, clear 
coordination/communication across committees and campaign 
leads, and supported by a robust chapter infrastructure and 
dedicated organizers.

As Chair of Comms Committee, I hope to continue building on 
the systems we’ve put in place to facilitate communication 
between our Committees and Campaigns and continue reliably 
and precisely communicating our events, politics and mission to 
both our members and others as we further develop our 
relationships with labor, gear up to win Philly for Sanders, hone 
our strategy for a Green New Deal, and continue our fight for 
Medicare for All.

As Chair I will, 1.) restructure committee along internal comms/
external comms lines, 2.) work with the Member Engagement 
committee to bring back the onboarders program, 3.) and 
develop system for campaign contact and member follow-up, 
focusing on making non-members into members and pulling 
current members into campaign work.

Jeremy Wheatley If elected Chair of the Electoral Committee, I will apply my 
diverse background of political and organizing experience to help 
Philly DSA remain a potent force in institutional politics, while 
ensuring that our electoral efforts serve our larger 
organizational goals. In recent years, locals have played an 
unprecedented role in helping leftist candidates, making DSA 
endorsements a highly sought after prize for those seeking 
office. As Electoral Chair, I’ll prioritize forging and maintaining 
political relationships with candidates and officials who are not 
only worthy of our support, but accountable to our interests if 
elected.

As a member of the Labor Branch with first hand organizing 
experience as a food service worker, I’ll partner with progressive 
labor organizers to intervene in electoral politics on behalf of 
working class interests. While I have good working relationships 
with labor activists and leaders, as well as Rich Lazer's office, I 
am not on the payroll of any union. This is to my advantage 
because one of the major tasks ahead of us is to convince labor 
to endorse leftist candidates who will actually enact policies 
which benefit labor, rather than ""electable"" centrists who pay 
lip service to the concerns of labor while siding with big 
business
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My education and work experience as a social worker has 
prepared me to assist leftist/socialist electoral campaigns with 
identifying issues which will connect them to the broadest 
possible base, leading to material wins for the worker. I’ve 
previously applied this expertise as a leader in the successful 
campaign for Philly's Fair Workweek legislation. While our 
electoral work directly yields exposure and recognition for DSA, 
material achievements are the true rewards of electoral 
interventions and relationships with elected officials. As Electoral 
Chair, I’ll keep a strong focus on targeting our work in order to 
deliver such results.

them with Working Families Party candidates. We are Philly’s 
largest socialist organization and have unique opportunities 
before us. The presidential campaign of Bernie Sanders in 2020 
provides the chance to build the capacities and skills of our local 
membership to be used in future projects and campaigns of the 
local. Not only can we play a pivotal role in electing a democratic 
socialist to the Presidency, but we can also lay the groundwork 
for further victories necessary to ending our current system of 
exploitation and oppression.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As Electoral Committee Chair I will 1. establish a regular timeline 
and procedure for the endorsement process; 2. institute a 
program for developing internal DSA candidates for office; 3. 
plan regular PAC fundraisers.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As Chair of the Electoral Committee I will, 1.) Develop in-depth 
candidate questionnaires for various elected offices; 2.) In 
coordination with the SC and other committees develop a 
detailed plan for the DSA campaign for Bernie Sanders in 2020; 
and 3.) Develop a detailed training regimen to build the skills and 
capacity of our membership to engage in electoral organizing in 
the near future.

Since joining DSA in 2016, I have had the amazing opportunity to 
be a part of an organization at the forefront of the US socialist 
resurgence. This resurgence has been in no small part due to 
victories on the electoral front. Our organization has in two years 
seen stunning results that have built working class and socialist 
power across the country. DSA has been pivotal in electing 
socialists to offices from school board to Congress, like with  
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Rashida Tlaib. In Pennsylvania, 
2018 saw the election of three socialists to the State House, with 
one being Philly DSA-backed Elizabeth Fiedler. As a candidate for 
chair of the Electoral Committee, I believe we have a momentous 
task before us, but we also have a momentous opportunity to 
build the socialist majority we need to challenge the power of 
capital. Here in Philadelphia DSA, we have the tools to build 
working class power locally. This year, we have the opportunity 
to knock off two Republican City Council members and replace 

Austin Binns

In two years, I see Philly DSA as a member of the nationwide 
DSA push for M4A and the election of Bernie Sanders, and a 
member of the movement ecology of Philadelphia. Philly 3.0 is 
starting to contest primary elections -- not from the left persay, 
but to consolidate the control of capital in Philadelphia behind 
"progressive" millennial faces. After Blackwell's upset, I predict 
that Philly 3.0 is going to contest more races and take control of 
more wards. Reclaim is doing the same. Jim Kenney cannot be 
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reelected, so there is a void that Philly 3.0 and real estate 
lobbyists must not be allowed to fill. I would like Philly DSA to 
start challenging power on the national and local scale -- 
allowing the technocrats at Philly 3.0 to clinch a generation of 
Philly politics would only empower developers to gentrify and 
rent-seek, and empower "smart policing" to use the modern 
surveillance state to torment Philly's black and brown residents. 
At the same time, organizing on the national scale for workers' 
demands and the de-commodification of healthcare allows us to 
learn from people around the country -- and gain powerful 
demands in the form of executive powers and quality of life 
increases. If in two years, Dems locally and nationally aren't 
terrified of the acronym "DSA," then we've got more work to do.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As member engagement chair, I will bottom-line: 1) Monthly new-
member meetings with representatives from each committee 
and followups 2) organizing one-on-ones with each new 
member from the national data transfer 3) regular checkins with 
existing members, prioritizing members who have decreased in 
engagement with the goal of reducing our "flake rate" for events.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As member engagement chair, I will 1.) continue our local's 
steady schedule of casual, social events that provide low-key 
spaces for curious parties and new members to learn about DSA 
(including happy hours, picnics, hikes, cultural outings, craft 
nights, and more); 2.) work with the communications, pol ed, and 
electoral committees, as well as our canvassers and various 
campaigns, to build an onboarding program that includes 
continuing our new members meetings, one-on-ones, and other 
ways of bringing potential new members into the organization; 
and 3.) increase the amount of fundraising our local does, by 
holding more regular benefits and fundraising events and by 
continuing and expanding upon our local dues drive.

In my two years as a member of Philly DSA, my political 
perspective has grown enormously, shaped by participating in 
the ambitious and inspiring campaign work of our chapter, 
canvassing for both political programs like Medicare for All and 
candidates like Kristin Seale and Elizabeth Fiedler, attending 
political education events like our invaluable Night Schools, and 
listening to the viewpoints and perspectives of my comrades 
within the organization. I believe strongly that DSA's goal should 
be to harness the current surge of energy and enthusiasm 
around socialism into building a true mass movement that can 
deal large blows to the brutal system of capitalism we live under. 
Furthermore, I believe the best way to do that is by advocating

for universal, working class demands like Medicare for All and a 
Green New Deal, by supporting candidates who do the same, like 
Bernie Sanders, and by helping to stoke a resurgence of the 
labor movement, through tactics like the rank-and-file strategy. 
As Member Engagement Chair, I would play a key role in this 
work, making sure that we create easy, straightforward ways for 
people who are interested in our work to become committed 
socialists. With a thoughtfully prepared and carefully executed 
member engagement strategy, we can turn DSA from an 
organization of 50,000 into one of 500,000, and beyond.

Jonah Gardner

Our goal in these coming years should be to transform our all-
volunteer activist organization into a permanent institution of 
democratic socialism.
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To that end, I think we should continue and deepen our 
agitational campaigns for Medicare for All and develop a novel 
approach to the Green New Deal that forces city hall to lead on 
green transition projects.

Beyond this, we should focus much of our energy on developing 
a robust Sanders campaign -- canvassing, organizing town-halls 
and drawing in labor partners -- to out-mobilize and overwhelm 
the Democratic primary opposition. Further, we need to take 
advantage of the energy around Sanders to elect down-ballot 
socialist legislators.

There is a temptation right now to turn inward, to preach to the 
choir and the converted rather than speak to the interests of the 
working-class majority; there are incentives to turn away from 
the hard slow work of organizing and toward the instant 
gratification provided by social-media; there is the appeal of a 
“patchwork progressivism” that seeks to create a constituency 
built on liberal “values” and not a program based chiefly on the 
interests of working-class people.

But if we are going to succeed we need to avoid these pitfalls.

We need a patient recognition that our victories are usually 
partial and the likelihood of our defeat enormous; we need the 
humility to realize that most of our work is thankless and 
exhausting; we need an analysis that understands that the 
central divide in American society is between those who benefit 
from the current economic regime and those who suffer; we 
need an organizing strategy that puts working people and their 
concerns at the center; we need a reform agenda built on 
universal programs and we need political leaders armed with the 
confidence to fight for workers’ interests above all.

communications, PR and increase local media exposure.

No statement submitted.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
1. Secure an office space for Philly DSA; 2. Improve New Member 
engagement via New Member Handbook; 3. Improve external 

Hamer Rodriguez

DSA should be a political home for people from all walks of life, 
and at all stages of life, who want an economy and society that 
are governed democratically, and that provide the resources and 
freedom for all to thrive. In the Philly metro area specifically, 
there are boundless opportunities for confronting the power of 
capital and for reaching across longstanding race and class 
divides to fight for public goods that enhance the power and 
quality of life of everyday people. I would like to see the Philly 
DSA of the next two years ground itself in struggles for better 
and more equitably funded public schools, housing, 
transportation, and environmental justice. I would also like to see 
our local chapter implementing the political priorities that 
emerge from the 2019 DSA National Convention in a manner that 
takes into account our local needs and context, and that 
welcomes rank-and-file members’ ideas, knowledge, and 
initiative. All of those objectives demand a leadership that is 
democratic in word and deed, collaborative, transparent, and 
accountable.

I have been a DSA member for over two decades. In that time, 
I’ve served on DSA’s National Staff, and on various DSA National 
Political Committees. I have also taught social theory, classical 
theories of political economy, and political sociology, etc at the 
college level. Those experiences have convinced me of a few 
things. One, positive social change comes about when you 
persuade large numbers of people that your course of action will 
improve their lives, or at least halt their pain, but you won’t know 
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what their pain is unless you listen at great length. Two, 
organizing is largely about creating relationships among people. 
Trust comes slowly, especially if you are seen as an outsider, a 
newcomer, or someone without a lasting stake in the outcome.

prioritize membership engagement in campaign strategy by 
planning more Open Strategy Meetings.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
Establishment of a chapter-wide members' discussion forum, 
prompt publication of Steering Committee Meeting Minutes.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As at-large SC member, I will 1) encourage consistency in 
committee communication and accountability; 2) advise on 
membership capacity and development of turn-out plans; and 3)

I organized with the Penn graduate student campaign for over 
two years, forming my practical and strategic understanding of a 
political organization. I joined Philly DSA in the summer of 2018, 
and Canvassing Committee shortly thereafter. I am committed to 
helping the leadership of Philly DSA carry out campaigns that 
advance socialism in the US through non-reformist reforms and 
class-struggle electoral candidates: initiatives that are reachable, 
but also expose the contradictions of our current political 
economy while inspiring a mass movement for future steps. Our 
organization will continue to draw and engage new members in 
this fight for a more just system if we commit to a clear vision 
and democratic, accountable structure. Members should be 
involved in developing political strategy wherever possible, and 
there should be simple, accessible trainings throughout our 
campaigns on how to connect the national political situation to 
peoples’ everyday, material realities. Finally, we should be making 
and fortifying our relationships with unions, the engines of the 
working class, to galvanize rank and file workers in the conflict 
with capital.

Olivia Harding

My introduction to political work came through my employment 
as a field organizer on congressional campaigns during the 
2008 and 2010 election cycles. Although I gained valuable 
political experience from this work, I left it disillusioned and 
frustrated. After seeing how the liberal-establishment politics of 
the Democratic Party precluded a real working-class program, I 
became convinced of the need for a left alternative. This led me 
to left political organizing, and, in 2015, I co-founded a graduate 
student unionization campaign at Penn. For almost three years, I 
served as a member of the union’s leadership while also 
engaging in on-the-ground organizing. In the spring of 2018, the 
Trump administration’s assault on organized labor halted our 
campaign, and we were unable to hold an official recognition 
election for our union. After this defeat, many of us, myself 
included, re-channeled our energy into DSA. Since then, I have 
participated in canvasses for Kristin Seale and Medicare for All, 
attended night school sessions, helped organize and facilitate 
several labor and Bernie themed events, and attended DSA’s 
regional conference in D.C. in preparation for this summer’s 
national convention. Additionally, I am currently involved in 
exploring the possibility of forming a coalition with local labor 
unions around Bernie’s campaign.

Now, more than ever, we need a mass movement for socialism. 
Building such a movement requires the mass mobilization of the 
working class, in all its diversity. Philly DSA must continue its 
work to realize that goal. This includes engaging in nationally 
salient campaigns like Medicare for All and the Green New Deal, 
strengthening our relationships with organized labor, and 
working to win Philly for Bernie in 2020. I am running because I 
believe that my experience in labor politics, electoral campaigns, 
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and the DSA can help guide our chapter’s work in service of this 
goal.

We are at a pivotal moment for socialism in the United States. 
Socialist values are at the center of the national debate. We 
must therefore orient Philly DSA towards mass working class 
politics and amplify populist leftist demands that will shift power 
away from the capitalist class. It is vital that we harness the 
energy of our Sanders 2020 campaign to expand our base and 
continue Philly DSA’s growth.

Philly DSA must continue to advocate for working class demands 
through our electoral work outside of Sanders’ campaign. 2020 
brings us another opportunity to send DSA members to 
Harrisburg and to the DNC. 2021 will raise the question of how 
we will re-engage with the Philadelphia district attorney election. 
Essentially, we will continue to deliberate and decide as an 
organization how we will strategically intervene in elections to 
increase the likelihood of leftist policies becoming law.

It is crucial to DSA’s mission to radicalize union members and 
connect their day-to-day struggles to socialist ideals. By 2021, I 
want the portion of Philly DSA’s membership who are rank-and-
file union members to increase significantly.

Philly DSA must not only continue our Medicare for All campaign 
that has grown our members’ organizing and persuasive 
dialogue skills, but we must also expand our universalist 
demands to include a Green New Deal, for which we will fight on 
the municipal and national levels.

We must also acquire an office space - although we will remain 
an all-volunteer organization, as a Steering Committee member I 
will push for Philly DSA to become a more serious political entity 
and a more formal organization by having a central base of 
operations for the local’s activity. 

Josh Millhouse

Jesse Kudler

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As an at-large member of the steering committee, I will 1. work 
to grow and engage our membership through our 2020 Bernie 
campaign, regular phone banks, and new member meetings, 2. 
support the political education and development of our 
members through ongoing political education events like Night 
School, Day School, and Socialism 101 workshops, and 3. hold 
Open Strategy Meetings around our campaigns and priorities as 
a chapter.. Administrative and Organizational Goals

As an at-large steering committee member I will 1. Work to help 
the local acquire an office space; 2. assist the Member 
Engagement committee in continuing our dues drive; 3. oversee 
internal phonebanks to drive turn-out for meetings and events

Philly DSA can and should grow into a major left wing force in 
the city, region, and state. Philly DSA can both grow its capacity 
and make stronger use of its existing capacity by committing to 
strategic campaign work that garners real wins for poor and 
working people. While symbolic commitment to national 
campaigns and values can be important, I believe our chapter 
can use concrete local wins to build coalitions and strategies 
that will allow us to make a greater impact.  We can work for 
Medicare for All and Bernie Sanders by winning gains for the 
working class and taking on capital locally. This should include 
electing left wing city council members and state 
representatives, electing more progressive judges, winning 
rights for the working class legislatively, and fighting community 
campaigns. Philly DSA can be a major part of making a more fair 
criminal justice system; guaranteeing rights for renters; securing 
rights for workers; creating a more equitable tax structure in 
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Philadelphia; fully funding our schools; supporting unions and 
unionization campaigns in our city and region; defending 
immigrants and undocumented people; fighting eco-socialist 
campaigns for a just and green city; defending the right of 
minorities; and putting feminist, anti-racist principles into action. 
Supporting both existing and new communities, winning rights 
for the poor and working class, and gaining genuine wins for the 
people of Philadelphia will help us build what we need to take on 
Trump, elect Bernie Sanders, and win Medicare for All.  Philly DSA 
can do this by empowering and developing more of our 
members to lead campaigns, by making it easier to undertake 
campaign work with fewer bottlenecks, by working in broad 
coalitions, and by making it easier for casual or busy members 
to plug in strategically to a variety of work.

incredible gains in the past two years.

If elected to the steering committee, I will work to continue and 
expand on this strategy. We need to start boosting turnout and 
engagement to take advantage of our numbers. I believe we can 
do this by holding more regular open strategy meetings; creating 
stronger communication channels from leadership to 
membership, so decisions are conveyed immediately and 
transparently; increasing coordination between our various 
campaigns and committees, so we can better act as a unified 
local to pursue our shared goals; and building on the work our 
Social and Outreach committees have done to immediately and 
directly connect with new DSA members about our work.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As an at-large Steering Committee member, I will work to ensure 
more opportunities for members to be involved in a variety of 
campaign work by streamlining and clarifying the process for 
resolutions, campaigns, and decisions to be approved or 
rejected; by having all Steering Committee decisions clearly 
documented and shared with the members; and by 
foregrounding active committee work that members can join.

We are living in a historic moment. The Bernie Sanders campaign 
has begun a process of rehabilitating socialism as a viable 
political concept in this country, and as its largest socialist 
organization we must seize on that moment to build our 
numbers and our political strength.

I believe that Philly DSA's strategy of combining accessible 
political education programs with on-the-ground organizing 
around concrete working class demands makes it a remarkable 
and pioneering political organization in our time. We have made 

Erik Lexie

I view socialism as fundamentally a democracy movement. We 
seek to create actual democracy in not just our politics, but in 
our workplaces, and in the economy as a whole. Workplaces 
bring together workers of disparate backgrounds in settings that 
potentially highlight common, shared interests which are the 
basis for bridging the divides fomented by the various 
oppressions capitalism requires. We need in Philadelphia a mass 
movement; a united working class aware of its power, as a class, 
in our political and economic systems and capable of wresting 
concessions those who currently dominate us. By seeking to 
incorporate the struggles against the various forms of 
oppression into our union and workplace demands as well as our 
electoral work, we can achieve wider support for our broad 
classwide goals in healthcare, housing, and education, among 
others.

We also need, in an ongoing way, to continually reassess our 
commitment to democratic processes within our own 
organization and as an at-large member of the steering 
committee I would emphasize the need to complete as much as 
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possible all new business at our general meetings, provide timely 
input and advice to submitted resolutions, and not allow 
postponement to supplant the deliberations of the general 
membership.

organization.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As at-large steering committee member I will 1) keep workplace 
organizing central to the Philly DSA mission; 2) emphasize with 
potential coalition partners that the various forms of oppression 
in their specific local manifestations are connected to an 
underlying cause - capitalism; 3) reaffirm our commitment to 
democratic processes within our own organization.

Administrative and Organizational Goals
As an at-large steering committee member I will 1. strive to 
improve collaboration and communication between committees, 
commissions, and the general body; 2. encourage a healthier 
culture of debate and discussion between members; 3. be an 
active, accessible, and available source of contact between 
general membership and the steering committee .

My vision for Philly DSA over the next two years is to see our 
organization forming the relationships and doing the work locally 
that will build the framework for achieving our goals as socialists 
nationally.

I want to see Philly DSA take a stronger position in ongoing 
efforts to reform Philly’s criminal justice system by helping to 
elect progressive and socialist judges, by actively campaigning 
to abolish cash bail in the city, and by generating new campaigns 
focusing on criminal justice issues in the city

I want to see Philly DSA’s membership become both larger and 
more active, more wholly representative of the city that it 
belongs to, and better equipped materially and ideologically to 
do the work of socialism in our city

I want to see our chapter expand its political education and 
campaign work to integrate socialist feminist, antiracist, and 
antifascist perspectives and ideologies, to see our chapter 
embrace its identity as a multi-tendency democratic 
organization, and to bolster marginalized voices within our 

Mitch Broesder
"You think your pain and your heartbreak are unprecedented in 
the history of the world, but then you read.” That phrase stands 
out to me because we are living in a golden era of information, 
and of ways in which we can interact with the world. It is 
impossible to come to an alternative conclusion, after reviewing 
the current state of affairs, that “business as usual” in our 
politics, communities, and society overall can continue. I am for 
socialism if it means a better society than the one we have now.

I’m certain that the work over the next two years can lead to that 
better society, in ways both large and small. As we support 
larger initiatives, we can work on local organizing that can have 
a more immediate impact. As we think of how the organizing 
workload affects current members, we can reach out to others in 
solidarity and make a true commitment to growing Philly DSA’s 
membership so that we can all share the burden. As we help our 
fellow Americans in the community understand their struggles, 
we can talk to them about how their pain is connected to a 
greater struggle.

As a candidate for the Steering Committee, I’m eager to work 
with others in building a world with less heartbreak than the one 
in which we currently live.
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Platform and
Priorities Debate
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List of PrioritiesAdministrative and Organizational Goals
As SC at-large member, I will 1. support local and national 
initiatives that contribute to DSA's greater mission; 2. focus on 
"working class" policy work; 3. work on increasing the 
membership of Philly DSA in all parts of the city.



Philadelphia DSA will support the efforts of other leftist allies 
and affected communities to resist US imperialism.

Platform and
Priorities
Resisting U.S. Imperialism
Ronald Joseph

Philadelphia DSA will take advantage of an historic opportunity 
to win working class power and build towards Philly DSA’s 
campaign to elect Bernie Sanders in 2020 by organizing this 
summer and fall to elect Kendra Brooks and Nicolas O’Rourke on 
the Working Families Party line to the two at-large City Council 
seats reserved for minority parties, in particular by running 
canvassing, phone banking, social media, and other operations 
necessary to win the campaign.

2019 City Council At Large
Samuel Schwartz

Philadelphia DSA will join the Judge Accountability Table (JAT) 
Coalition - an effort praised by Bernie Sanders recently - and 
commit to other coalitional struggles aimed at winning tangible 
criminal justice reforms, due to their ability to materially improve 
the lives of disproportionately black and brown working class 
Philadelphians by bringing down incarceration rates and bringing  
us one step closer to ending cash bail in Philadelphia.

Fight Locally for Criminal 
Justice Reform
Anlin Wang

Philly DSA will commit to organize regular canvasses in every 
neighborhood, develop partnerships with grassroots Bernie 
organizations, host town-halls, and build a mass political 
education initiative around Bernie’s democratic socialist agenda 
in order to win Philadelphia for Sanders. To capitalize on a 
potential Bernie-wave election Philly DSA will run and elect DSA 
legislators who will credibly deliver on key aspects of the 
Sanders policy agenda, like Medicare for All and a Green New 
Deal. In addition, Philly DSA will invest in building out our 
fundraising and campaigning infrastructure to make sure our 
socialist candidates are well-supported and our campaigns well-
run.

Electing Bernie Sanders 
and Socialist Legislators
Kilynn Lunsford & Austin Binns

Philadelphia DSA supports the expansion of working class power 
by supporting the creation of workers cooperatives that allow 
workers to democratically control their own workplaces.

Workplace Democracy
Ronald Joseph
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Philly DSA will commit to building the local movement for a 
Green New Deal centered around decarbonization policies and 
public investment in green technology and infrastructure that 
guarantee union jobs in conjunction with the DSA Ecosocialist 
Working Group’s Guiding Principles in cooperation with the 
National Ecosocialist Working Group, Labor Branch, and other 
entities. Simultaneously, Philly DSA will support local 
sustainability campaigns that pressure our city’s government, 
including, but is not limited to, modernizing school buildings, 
solarizing municipal buildings, powering SEPTA with zero-carbon 

Philadelphia DSA will commit to supporting efforts to organize 
workers without union representation, and train its members and 
the community how to do workplace organizing.

Rohan Shah and Sus Volz

Organize Every Workplace
Eamon Caddigan

Philadelphia DSA will follow the lead of and support the 
struggles of rank and file caucuses in unions, especially in fights 
that impact the material well-being of Philadelphia’s diverse 
working class.

electricity, mandating stronger energy efficiency standards, and 
divesting pension funds from fossil fuels.

Supporting Rank-and-File 
Union Caucuses
Ronald Joseph

Philadelphia DSA will continue to develop mass support for 
Medicare for All legislation and demand our congressmen sign-
on as co-sponsors.

Recommit to Medicare for All: 
Winning a Universal Program
Victoria Fleck

Philly DSA will expand the Labor Branch's work on being a 
resource for organized workers in the fight for more democratic 
unions and winning power from capital. We will use the 2020 
presidential campaign (and Sanders' class struggle platform) as 
an entry to galvanizing rank and file workers.

Labor for Bernie and 
Organizing in Our Unions

Building a Green New Deal

Olivia Harding

Philadelphia DSA believes that Housing should not be a 
commodity but a human right: we demand that everyone should 
have access to affordable housing, and we will fight to protect 
our neighborhoods and communities from rampant 
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Philly DSA will mobilize its members and dedicate resources 
toward developing YDSA Organizing Committees at unorganized 
colleges and universities in the area as well as supporting 
existing chapters. After the organizing drive is complete, elected 
and rank-and-file leadership will reflect and develop new plans 
for another drive in Fall 2020.

Launch Fall YDSA 
Organizing Drive
John Hess

Philadelphia DSA will create a chapter-wide communication and 
discussion forum for the general membership where members 
can freely discuss matters - including but not limited to 
Philadelphia DSA affairs, socialist organizing projects, and major 
electoral campaigns - with members being encouraged to 
adhere to a code of conduct that is drafted with input and 
approval of the general membership to address any toxic 
language and behavior.
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Create a Communication 
Forum to Empower Rank-
and-File Members
Michele Rossi

Philadelphia DSA, following on the success of the two workshops 
on schools and debt, will commit to a plan of education and 
activism around the role of debt as a structural weapon against 
public education, in order to delegitimize the policies that uphold 
austerity ideology and policy.

gentrification, and we shall work to organize tenants and build 
the power necessary to confront landlords and their allies in city 
government who make landlordism possible and profitable.

Philly DSA will commit to organizing a campaign centered 
around banning the use of facial recognition software by police 
and other government entities in the city of Philadelphia, 
recognizing the immense potential for authoritarian abuse and 
racist bias inherent in the technology.

Fighting Debt and Austerity
Seth Kulick

Mitch Broesder

Ban the Use of Facial 
Recognition Technology by 
olice in Philadelphia



Philadelphia DSA will seek to fundraise $50,000 to fund chapter 
campaign work and grow Philadelphia DSA’s political influence.

Set 2020 fundraising Goal 
of $50,000
Jess Cross

Adopt Restorative Justice 
Practices
Mark Blaho

Philadelphia DSA will work to establish and support more 
geographically-focused branches within Philadelphia (examples: 
West Philadelphia and South Philadelphia branches of Philly 
DSA) to empower members to organize locally for 
neighborhood-level struggles.

Establish Regional Branches 
within Philadelphia
Ronald Joseph

Philadelphia DSA will institute restorative justice practices and 
community building as described by Melanie Chambers (Central 
NJ) and socialist feminist tradition in order to create healthy 
organizing efforts where disputes do not derail projects.

Philadelphia DSA will work with other DSA chapters in 
Pennsylvania to establish a statewide DSA organization by 2020 
to coordinate efforts for statewide campaigns, such as 
organizing for the 2020 presidential primary.

Establish Pennsylvania DSA
Anlin Wang

Philadelphia DSA will support the efforts of the Philadelphia DSA 
Socialist Feminist Working group to advance socialist feminism 
in Philadelphia, promoting a feminism of the 99% in contrast to 
neoliberal feminism that does not challenge capitalism and other 
axes of oppression.
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Support the Efforts of the 
Philly DSA Socialist Feminist 
Working Group
Jess Cross

We need effective, democratic structures that don’t lead to 
organizing being siloed away in small, self-contained working 
groups. Develop a new member’s handbook and a regular 
“Democratic Socialism 101” event. Continue using open strategy 
meetings to get members engaged in campaigns while gathering 
their input.

Building an Effective and 
Democratic DSA
Jeremy Wheatley



Delegate
Candidates
Philly DSA is allotted twenty-five (25) delegates to the 
2019 national convention. Candidates will be selected 
using the Hare method.

James Lewis
Paul Prescod
Shannon Miller
Adam Goldman
Erik Lexie
Andrew Weiser
Heather Frost
Alex Nagle
Daniel Parker
Matthew "Monty" Monteverde
Marilyn Arwood
Sarah Jones
Carly Regina
Ronald Joseph
Jonah Gardner
Trevor Miles
Marlin Foreman
Vicki Fleck
Jo Wuest
Adam Shlesinger
Daniel Sandberg
Anna Goffreda
Mark Blaho
Sus Volz
Ben Curttright
Jarek Ervin

Anlin Wang
Austin Binns
David McMahon
Michelle Rossi
Olivia Harding
Kofi Biney
James Landrum
Dustin Guastella
Jason Linderman
Hamer Rodriguez
Scott Jenkins
Melissa Naschek
Josh Millhouse
John Bayard
Jesse Kudler
Eamon Caddigan
Rhianna Dean
Syne "Soona" Salem
Briana S. Last
Jason Leach
Jeremy Wheatley
Matthew Lineberger
Garett Miller
Ann Weisse
John Hess

20


