December 2013

29 Sept: Rally to Save the NHS

Co-Chair
has a say

and privatisation.”
Andy Burnham, Labour's shadow
health secretary, said: "These
figures reveal the frightening scale
and pace of NHS privatisation since
Cameron's Health Act came in."
One protester, who travelled from
Newcastle to attend, described the
turnout as "absolutely fabulous."
Over 50,000 people took part in a
union protest against cuts and NHS
changes during the Conservative Party
conference on 29th September in
Manchester.
Ashley Charlton, UNISON Young
Members Officer from Bolton Health,
said: “It’s great to see people across
the country standing together. We are
sending a message to the government
that the NHS is one of Britain’s finest
achievements and we won’t stand by
whilst it gets destroyed through cuts

There were smiling faces and
families having fun, enjoying the
sunshine and all marching together
proudly.
Greater
Manchester
Police
described it as one of the largest
protests they had ever policed.
For further information about the
issues affecting members in the
NHS visit: www.unison.org.uk/atwork/health-care/key-issues/

Home Insurance for Students
You may not already be aware that UIA has a starter home
contents insurance policy called "Home from Home" which has
been specifically designed for members who live in shared
accommodation. It is, therefore, ideal for students.
The policy is designed for members who live in bedsits, shared or rented
accommodation. Cover can be tailored to the member's needs and, of course, is
backed up by superb customer service and claims handling. Polices are
comprehensive, low cost and differing levels of cover are available - offering
members an affordable way to protect all their belongings, regardless of where
they live.
For further information or a no-obligation quotation members can call FREE on
0800 783 1206 or visit www.uia.co.uk

Hi, I’m Max Darby, the Co-Chair of
the Regional Young Members
Forum and I just wanted to
welcome you to the first edition of
the North West Young Members
Newsletter.
Since becoming the Co-Chair at
the last AGM we have made
steady progress in establishing a
good core of activists and planning
for a year of activity in 2014. We
want to be active in campaigning
and negotiating on behalf of
young members, ensuring that our
voices are heard within UNISON
and the workplace. We will be
organising training, events and
campaigns over the next 12
months that we’d love you to get
involved in, not just as participants
but as organisers as well.
If you're under 27 years of age
then get involved with UNISON's
young members. Further info can
be found at the back of this
newsletter.
Max Darby
North West Forum
Co-Chair

USE YOUR VOTE:
STAND UP TO THE
POLITICS OF HATE
“UNISON has challenged the far right head on in the North West
from their electoral breakthrough in 2002, winning councillors
for the first time in Burnley, my home town. I saw their vote rise
to 35% of those voting in the 2003 local elections. The Oldham riots, which a judge has said were triggered by
far right thugs, were copied in Burnley. Whilst most people recoiled in horror at the violence of small groups, a
minority came to see this as evidence of the failure of multi-culturalism and began to vote BNP. Burnley Trades
Council worked with Hope not Hate to offer an alternative vision. We distributed over a third of a million well
produced Hope not Hate tabloids in the town. We fashioned a message that Burnley is better than that. The
trade unions, community groups and many local politicians were working hard to improve the town. The BNP
had no answers to our problems and bringing them in was like throwing petrol on a fire to put it out. This began
to work in late 2003 and every year since we have ground them down until they lost their last Councillor in
2013.
Did you

know?
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Trade unions have always fought for equality, freedom and tolerance. The BNP stands
against all these values. So use your vote in next year’s elections to keep the BNP out and to have your say in
Europe.”
JASON HUNTER, UNISON NORTH WEST/BURNLEY HOPE NOT HATE

5th February 2014 is Voter Registration Day where campaigning organisations like Bite the Ballot
will be pressing young people in particular to register.
For more information, please visit: http://bitetheballot.co.uk/

The Bedroom tax: 50,000 victims and
still rising
The Bedroom Tax was introduced in April with the aim of saving money for local councils by
deducting up to 25% of a claimant's housing benefit if they have more rooms than deemed
“necessary”.
It has already plunged over 50,000 tenants into rent arrears so severe that they are at risk of eviction, whilst 1 in
3 people are now behind on their rent.
The Bedroom Tax is an astonishing display of prejudice, callousness and short-sightedness. It penalizes people
who already have a dwindling income and soaring outgoings thanks to the rises in the cost of food and energy.
The effect on young people will be particularly pronounced, as the overwhelming majority of under-30s are
priced out of the housing market.
Combined with rising youth unemployment, zero hours contracts and a "first-in-last-out" policy in most
workplaces, we will be forced into debt by a government that has already given us increased tuition fees,
workfare and apprenticeships paid below the minimum wage.
This is yet another example of the government’s complete disregard for both young people and the most
vulnerable in society.
Members of UNISON’s community and voluntary sector have already repeatedly voiced their concerns over this
draconian policy and we remain committed to opposing it at every turn. If you need any support regarding rent
arrears, or any other debt advice, contact UNISON’s Debt line on 0800 389 3302 (open 8am-9pm Monday to
Friday and 9am-3pm Saturdays)

Events from 2013
This year some of the young members in the region
have taken part in a number of events:
Cuba May Day Brigade
In April/May, our North West Region sent 4 young
members to Cuba as part of the Cuba Solidarity May
Day Brigade.
Young members participated in
Havana’s iconic May Day celebrations and learnt
about the country, its unions, mass organisations and
the effects of the US blockade.
Durham Miners Gala
In July, a young members delegate attended the
Durham Miners Gala – the most important event
organised by the Durham Miners Association. It is
associated with the coal mining heritage (and
particularly that of miners' trade unionism) of the
Durham Coalfield.
National Delegate Conference 2013
In June, we were able to send a young member from
the Region to National Delegate Conference.
The conference is UNISON’s annual ‘parliament’,
bringing together delegates from across the union to
decide on the union’s policies and priorities. If you
are interested in learning more about this, please
contact your local branch.
There will be a number of events taking place next
year - please keep an eye out on our web page for
further information: www.unisonnw.org/equality-in
-unison/young-members-forum/

Did you know apprentices, health
students and student social workers
can join UNISON for just £10 per
year!

The TUC Young Workers Conference earlier in the year
agreed to hold a Young Workers Month. The event will help
us to raise the profile of trade unions and young workers in
trade unions in the workplace. This event is to take place in
March 2014.
The Forum are looking to hold a number of events,
throughout the month and we want you to get involved
too. If you have any ideas of anything we can take part in whether we can visit your workplace to speak to young
members or whether you want us to send you any materials
to distribute in your workplace, please get in touch.

Did you know
that.....?
UNISON has a smart phone app that offers:
 Up to date advice on your rights at work
 Inside news on protecting public services
 Animations
 Get active - information and advice on
how to fight austerity
 Update your membership details
 An essential resource for members, activists and nonmembers. It's free and easy to download and is available
on iPhone, Android and Blackberry devices.
Available to download at: http://www.unison.org.uk/app/

****CALLING ALL STUDENT NURSES****
In order to keep you up-to-date with the latest UNISON information, UNISON is asking all student
nurse members to ensure their contact details are up-to-date. If you have changed your home
address, email, telephone number or surname we need to know.
To update your details you can contact your UNISON Branch office, call UNISON direct on 0845
355 0845 or you can update your details at www.unison.org.uk/my-unison/welcome
If you have now finished you studies but haven’t contacted us, please do so straightaway
as your membership and protection with UNISON will have come to an end.

Would you like to
get involved in the
north west young
members forum?

Keep up-to-date


Visit our UNISON North West Young
Members webpage at
www.unisonnw.org/equality-inunison/young-members-forum/



Visit our National Young Members
webpage at
www.unison.org.uk/young



Make sure we have the correct details
for you including your email address by
phoning us on Tel. 0845 355 0845 or
online at www.unison.org.uk/myunison/welcome

For more information, or if you have
any questions, then please don’t
hesitate to contact:
Victoria Walton, Regional Young
Members Contact
Tel: 0161 661 6716
Email: v.walton@unison.co.uk
Max Darby, NWYMF Co-Chair
Email: youngmembers@nwgas.org

Be Activ
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UNISON North West has an
active Young Members Forum
which meets 3-4 times a year to
discuss issues of common concern and interest to young
members. Meetings are friendly and informal; they are an
opportunity to get involved in shaping the union and
making sure young members have their voice heard. You
don’t have to hold any branch positions or have ever been
involved in UNISON before, you just need to be a UNISON
member and aged 26 or under.
The forum also encourages young members to get
involved in:

National and Regional Young Members Weekends

National Young Members Forums

Social Events

Campaigning on Young Members issues

Training and Development
Each UNISON branch in the North West Region is able to
nominate two young members (at least one of these must
be female) to the Regional Young Members Forum so why
not come along? All travel expenses to attend meetings
will be reimbursed.

Young Members Forum Meetings:





26 February 2014 - 4.30pm - Arena Point, Manchester
4 June 2014 (AGM) - 4.30pm - Arena Point, Manchester
10 September 2014 - 4.30pm - Arena Point, Manchester
10 December 2014 - 4.30pm - Arena Point, Manchester
If you would like to attend the Regional Young Members
Forum, please contact the Regional Young Members
Contact (details opposite)

Do you want to become active in
UNISON?
Contact us to find out more about becoming a Young
Members Officer, or to find out how to get active in
your workplace.

