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Written by Jeff Woodard
A key contributor among
UCAN’s Church and Community Youth and Young
Adult Peer HIV Prevention
Educators through its partnership with Riverside
Church, Ronnie Love has
been awarded a grant from
the Do Something Organization.
Love, 21, is co-founder of Silent Voices United,
Inc. (SVU) He is a senior at Morgan State University in Baltimore, majoring in marketing, and
has played cornerback and safety for the Bears
football team.
“It means a whole lot to me, as a youth trying
to change the world,” said Love of earning the
grant. “If I can at least help the cause and try to
bring down the statistics, that would be a great
gift.”
Love is an alumni of the National Foundation for
Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE). He has
worked as a site supervisor at The New York
City School Construction Authority and has
supervised daily activities of the Summer Youth
workers through the New York City Department of Youth Community Development.
Involved in community services for more than
10 years, Love has volunteered in such impactful
programs as HIV education and prevention outreach, as well as blood drives, health fairs,
food/clothing drives, Stop-The-Violence and the
AIDS Walk.
A key motivator for Love in taking a more active role in the community was two years’ in-

volvement in the "Boost Mobile Rock CorpsGot 2 Give 2 Get" program.
The loss of a cousin to AIDS and the rise of
HIV/AIDS among young people under 25
(especially young women of color) due to
unsafe sex compelled Love to write to the
Goodby, Silverstein & Partners advertising
agency, the creators of the “Got Milk?” campaign. Love received consent from them to
use “Got Tested?” for his youth HIV/AIDS
testing and educational prevention initiative.
“I want to continue the ‘Got Tested?’ campaign, and I want to raise enough funds to do
a campaign tour across historically black colleges all along the East Coast,” says Love,
who plans to pursue a master’s in communications at Syracuse University.
Over the past five years, Love’s work has
been done without state or federal grants.
He has tested thousands, reached over a million people through various media outlets,
and created quite a buzz among youth. If you
see someone wearing a Got Tested? T-shirt,
there’s a 99 percent chance they have been
tested for HIV, says Love.
The mission of Silent Voices United, Inc. is to
educate, strengthen and empower underserved at-risk communities through our various programs, to work hard to provided alternatives to youth violence, teen pregnancy,
and school dropout rates, to instill in youth a
sense of pride and civic responsibility for their
community through community service, and
to encourage positive change among community residents by partnering with various organizations.
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THE MILITARY AND HIV/AIDS
Written by Chaplain PJ Banks-Anderson, D.Min.

"Freedom is a process that happens inside a relationship with your Higher Power."
—Sarayu

Chaplain PJ BanksAnderson, M.Div.

The first time I was attached to a military facility, I was
assigned to the Portsmouth Naval Hospital, in Portsmouth,
VA on the HIV/AIDS Ward. Little was known then
about HIV/AIDS (human immunodeficiency virus/ Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome) and that the HIV led to
AIDS. All visitors, including their Chaplain, had to wear a
mask and gloves. I thought that was degrading and, therefore, I requested, and was granted, permission to visit
these men without wearing the prescribed garb with this
editorial “It’s your life Chaps.” I have learned sinse then
that it is a good practice to protect the patient from any
germs the visitor may transmit. This, notwithstanding, I
was scared because I thought my life was at risk. So, I
prayed for God to protect me and to give me the grace to
be gracious and bring dignity to these young men who
seemed to be socially and physically separated from their
personal, military, and religious families. They were identified as the ‘touch-me-nots,’ the modern day lepers, and
abominates.
Many of the servicemen were angry, confused, anxious,
fearful, and depressed. In part, by the public and religious
responses to them and the unknown cure or means to
remission. I remember one serviceman who, as he talked
with me, began to cry. Carefully, I took his frail frame into
my arms and gently wiped his tears from his cheeks. He
said “you are the first person to show compassion to me
since I’ve been diagnosed and placed in this facility.”
That was 1986. Although don’t ask/don’t tell was in full
force (if not as a directive certainly as an attitude of the
heart) no service member was put out of the military who
contracted HIV. That is not the case today. During my last
active duty tour (2006-2009), I was called upon by the
Judge Advocate General (JAG) to counsel sailors who
were being discharged because their HIV tests were positive. About mid-way in my tour, the word was out that I
was the Chaplain any sailor could approach about
‘whatever.’ Many of my days were spent counseling

(chatting) with sexual minorities. Did I condemn them? Absolutely not. I directed them to affirming churches and admonished them to work it out with God and not with humanity. What do I mean by that? God is in the affirming
business. I know. I attempted suicide when my church invited me to leave when I was in a same-gender loving relationship. But, through the years, I have come to know the
loving, radically inclusive, hospitable God who helps to
make me the best sexual minority I can be. My, my! And, I
believe, the sexual minorities I directed to affirming faithbased organizations and those who I helped attain a “nondishonorable” discharge, are the better for it.
It cannot and should not be assumed that individuals in the
military who contract HIV are sexual minorities. Neither
should they be dishonorably discharged nor do I expect all
Chaplains to direct the infected or the affected to affirming
faith-based organizations. I do, however, pray that the infected and the affected will stay with life and seek until they
find spiritual leaders who will love them into loving themselves and our loving God. They will be fulfilled beyond
their greatest expectations to have survived public and personal suicide.

Chaplain PJ Banks-Anderson, D.Min., is a Gulf War Veteran
and member of the UCAN Leadership Team.
www.nrt-caring.org
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Stepping-up In Faith in New York City
The NYC Faith in Action for HIV/AIDS Prevention,
Care and Education Coalition held their 2nd Annual
NYC Week of Faith in Action Events, July 11– 17,
2010
Purpose
The purpose of Stepping Up in Faith for HIV and AIDS” is to
bring local attention to the HIV and AIDS epidemic in New
York City and the extraordinary role faith communities in
partnership with secular communities can play in prevention, education, service and advocacy.
Program Goal & Objectives
The goal of the campaign is to strengthen the capacity of
our New York City’s faith communities and secular communities to influence social norms and thereby contribute to
the prevention of HIV disease and provide compassionate
support to those who are affected.
Program objectives are:
1. To promote a week of HIV and AIDS awareness activities
via faith and secular partnerships to educate the people of
New York City about HIV/AIDS;

2. To raise awareness of faith
communities to support HIV
testing, health education, prevention interventions and give
unconditional love and support
to all those who are affected by
HIV/AIDS.
3. To bring local attention to
the critical role faith communities are playing in the HIV and
AIDS epidemic in New York City.
Faith organizations in the New York City metro area are
welcome to join the NYC Faith in Action for HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care and Education Coalition and help to plan the
2011 “Stepping Up in Faith for HIV and AIDS” week of community events in New York City
The full report is at http://nycfia.org/sitebuildercontent/
sitebuilderfiles/SUIFsummary2010.pdf
Please visit their website at www.nycfia.org.

UCAN Co-Sponsors General Synod 28 Luncheon
Along with the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries and
the COREM Health Table, UCAN invites you to join
them and their guest, Dr. Camara Phyllis Jones, for a
luncheon to take place during General Synod 28 this
summer in Tampa, Fla.

Jones — research director on Social Determinants of Health
with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention — will
be the featured speaker at a noon luncheon Monday, July 4 at
the Marriott.
The title of her presentation is “Uncovering the Relationship
Between Racism and Health.”
Jones will examine how the faith community can help eliminate
racial disparities in health by understanding the fundamental
causes of these inequities.
In addition to exploring social factors affecting individual and
group health status, the luncheon will focus on the impacts of
racism on the well-being of the nation.
Jones will illustrate how racism is comparable to the proper
care and feeding of flowers with her renowned allegory “The
Gardner’s Tale.”
Luncheon registration information will soon be available.
Check online at www.ucaninc.org for updates and information.
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Everyday is a World AIDS Day
The Light for Rights Campaign

On World AIDS Day and throughout the year, people
around the world are participating in the “Light for Rights”
campaign to
• Draw global attention to the rights of people living with
HIV and vulnerable populations; and
• Mobilize support for the protection of these rights in
order to achieve universal access to HIV prevention,
treatment, care and support and combat stigma and
discrimination
This is campaign is an excellent way to engage the World
AIDS Day theme of “Universal Access and Human Rights.”
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon reported to the UN
General Assembly earlier in 2010 that many countries are
seeing a reduction in access to essential HIV information,
prevention tools, treatments, and services and that this is

Global Fund Shortfall
Threatens Universal Access
by Elly Katabira, President, International AIDS Society (IAS)
Reprinted from http://blog.iasociety.org/post/2010/10/12/GlobalFund-Shortfall-Threatens-Universal-Access.aspx
Posted 12 October 2010, 6:35A
Over the last couple of weeks we’ve witnessed two key events
that will shape global health and the HIV response over the next
five years. I’ve closely followed the recent developments and outcomes at the MDG [Millennium Development Goals] Summit and
the 3rd Voluntary Replenishment of the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, TB and Malaria. For those of us working in the field of HIV
the importance of the Global Fund Replenishment could not be
overstated. I waited for the outcome of the replenishment meeting with cautious optimism. After almost a decade of increased
financial support for the Global HIV/AIDS response, this past year
has been marked by funding flat lining. Donor countries have
blamed the economic crisis for reductions in development aid,
however there are growing concerns that the tide has turned
away from AIDS funding and that political will in taking the HIV/
AIDS response to the next level has waned. The disappointing
outcome of the Global Fund Replenishment Meeting reinforces my
concerns.
In the past year the Global Fund has released three funding scenarios in preparation for the Replenishment meeting. At the lowest requested funding level of $13 billion the Global Fund would
be able to maintain their current commitments. The second fund-

occurring as a result of laws and policies that are
inconsistent with the commitments of countries to human
rights. He also stressed that where human rights are
promoted to protect people living with HIV and members
of other vulnerable groups, there are fewer infections, less
demand for antiretroviral treatment in addition to fewer
deaths.
You can find more information about Light for Rights,
including access to a toolkit, on the web at:
www.lightforrights.org.

UCAN’s World AIDS Day Resources:
http://www.ucc.org/ucan/world-aids-day.html
World AIDS Day has been observed since 1988 to raise
awareness about the epidemic, honor those who have died,
focus attention on issues that are key to a successful
response, and inspire positive action.
ing scenario of $17 billion would allow the Global Fund to scale up
moderately and the third funding scenario of $20 billion would
allow for a significant scale up that would bring us much closer to
reaching both the health related MDG targets and the universal
access targets. Unfortunately the financial commitments at the
Replenishment Meeting failed to reach even the lowest funding
scenario of the Global Fund with a total commitment of only
$11.7 billion announced as the final outcome. The US remains the
largest contributor to the Fund with a pledge of $4 billion for the
replenishment period which is a 38% increase on its previous
pledge. The average increase of other donors was approximately
20%, but to meet the $20 billion target set all Global Fund donors
needed to double their contributions.
The Global Fund has been able to demonstrate that its programmes have broader benefits than just MDG 6. They have also
made a significant contribution to both maternal and child health
and also to health system strengthening. A new Global Strategy
for Women’s and Children’s Health was launched at the MDG
Summit, and considering that AIDS remains the leading cause of
death of pregnant women globally a scaled up and robust HIV/
AIDS response will be a prerequisite to the success of this Strategy. A fully funded Global Fund would have significantly contributed to a reduction in both maternal and child mortality as well as
reducing the crippling burden of AIDS, TB and malaria.
This has been a critical year for global health and in particular for
the HIV/AIDS response as this was the year set by the international community to achieve universal access to HIV prevention,
treatment and care.
(Continued on page 5)
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Stern challenges are a reality at the
2010 International AIDS Conference
Written by Jeff Woodard, August 20, 2010
Reprinted from UC News,
Although 25,000 participants and 2,500 media members gathered
last [July] in Vienna, Austria, for the 28th International AIDS Conference, the numbers are just not adding up, according to one UCC
executive.
"For every two people who begin treatment, there are five new
infections," says the Rev. Michael Schuenemeyer, who attended the
conference as executive for health and wholeness advocacy in
Wider Church Ministries. "That doesn't bode well for the future,
but that's the reality."
The conference's rallying cry of "Rights Here, Rights Now" embraced health care – including universal access to prevention and
information as well as treatment. "The things that people need are
to be able to get tested and to receive medication," says Schuenemeyer. "But what's the incentive for getting tested if you can't get
the medication?"
The Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance, of which the UCC is a member,
passionately engaged in advocacy efforts with pharmaceutical companies – groups usually involved in free-trade agreements with stringent stipulations about property rights and generic drugmanufacturing licenses.
"The Alliance is calling for greater access to generic medications and
particularly asks that pharmaceutical companies manufacture pediatric doses," says Schuenemeyer. "There is a woeful lack there. Chopping an aspirin in half is not good enough. It's critical with HIV to get
accurate, consistent doses."
Conference leaders were steadfast in drawing at least one human
rights link. "You can't take HIV meds without food, so you begin to
look at things from a human rights perspective," says Schuenemeyer.
"It is a human right to have adequate nutrition. Access to HIV care
is a human rights issue."
With no apparent new vaccine on the horizon, says Schuenemeyer,
another deep concern is capacity to provide adequate care.
"Government investment and infrastructure are at the foundation of
the capacity to care. Even in the United States, if everyone got
tested, and we knew about everyone who had HIV, we couldn't get
everyone on meds. We don't have the money. We're generating
lists for people to get drugs via government funding. Those lists are
growing – and not in small ways."
Schuenemeyer also led a breakout session on criminalization of
sexual behavior and gender identification. "Whether the criminalization stems from gender orientation, sexual behavior, prostitution,
criminalization of HIV itself or prosecution of someone with HIV
having unprotected sex, all of these things drive the disease under

Bishop Yvette Flunder speaking at AIDS 2012 session, “Human
Rights, What’s Faith Got to Do with It?” (Photo courtesy of EAA)
the radar screen, perpetuate silence and inhibit capacity to do HIV
prevention.
"We're not saying people can't hold to moral beliefs about sexuality,
but we're saying it shouldn't be criminalized and prosecuted, resulting in imprisonment," says Schuenemeyer, referencing Uganda and
several other countries in which discrimination and stigma retain
strongholds.
The EAA hosted a multi-faith pre-conference focusing on universal
access and the pharmaceutical issue; a meeting that convened faith
leaders and networks of HIV-positive people; and a gathering moderated by Schuenemeyer that discussed faith within "key populations."
"Key populations aren't necessarily those with people who are HIV
positive, but populations where you see a lot of HIV transmission,"
says Schuenemeyer, noting that the phrase does not hold the stigmatizing influence of "vulnerable" or "at risk."
Schuenemeyer emphasized the need for key populations and the
HIV community to realize that faith is not a monolith.
"Some places have lots of barriers to working effectively against
AIDS in an inclusive setting – and there are many other communities who don't have those barriers. When these groups hear the
word 'faith,' they need to realize what that means to the people
they are working with there."
In an address to the conference, the Rev. Bishop Yvette Flunder,
founding pastor of the City of Refuge UCC in San Francisco, alluded
to her teachings in seminary. "My courses are centered on themes
of radical inclusion and ministry on the margins. We talk a great deal
about HIV, substance use, human sexuality and poverty in the context of human rights.
"There is a great need to get these messages injected into the veins
of theological education, so that while we are seeking a cure for
HIV we are simultaneously healing the healers.
(Read on the web at: http://www.ucc.org/news/stern-challenges-are-a.html)

Global Fund Shortfall
(Continued from page 4)

The universal access goals will not be achieved this year and the
substantial progress that has been made over the last decade in the
fight against HIV/AIDS may well be reversed due to waning political
and financial support.

made to HIV/AIDS and global health. I believe we can and we must
overcome these challenges, otherwise the lives of millions of men,
women and children are at stake. The fight for universal access is
far from over, the gap between available funding and need is widening; and an effective response from the HIV/AIDS sector is critical. We must intensify our efforts and demand universal access to
HIV treatment. We must shout together and create a wall of sound
that is too loud to ignore.

We have 5.2 million on treatment, but another 10 million people
waiting. So governments must redouble their efforts. It is critical
that the HIV/AIDS community responds to these new challenges and Learn more about the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) at
that we continue to hold all governments accountable for promises http://www.undp.org/mdg/basics.shtml

UCAN News—Winter Spring 2010-2011

Page 6

Affirming Persons, Saving Lives
Is Going Digital:
Scheduled for release the first week of March to coincide with National
Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS, “Affirming Persons, Saving
Lives” is going digital. “To make HIV prevention and education program
easier and more accessible, we’re going to make it digital,” says Oliver
W. Martin III, president of the UCAN Board of Directors.
A product of UCC Resources, the APSL curriculum deals forthrightly
with the many complex issues that must be addressed to save lives, responding to the real concerns of real people facing the dangers of HIV
transmission and AIDS. Designed for multi-cultural Christian education
settings, the groundbreaking resource also can be adapted for use by
health and human service institutions, schools, health departments and
community based organizations. In age-appropriate, non-judgmental language, APSL nurtures self-esteem and integrates components for effective AIDS education.
APSL stresses that abstinence from sexual intercourse and drug use is
the only 100-percent safe way to prevent HIV transmission.

HIV & AIDS Calendar
Feb. 7 — National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
March 6-12 — National Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS
March 10 — National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
March 20 — National Native HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
May 19 — National Asian & Pacific Islander HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
June 8 — Caribbean American HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
June 27 — National HIV Testing Day
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Faith, Human Rights & HIV
The UCC’s Wider Church Ministries has approved and submitted a resolution for consideration at General Synod 28 (July 2011) year
in Tampa, Fla., in support of international human-rights regarding sexual orientaton and
gender identity. (Read the resolution at ucaninc.org.)
The title as submitted is “Calling for the Application of International Human Rights Principles in Relation to Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity (SOGI). “
Human-rights violations targeted toward persons because of their actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity constitute
an entrenched global pattern of serious concern.

In 2006, in response to well-documented patterns of abuse, a distinguished group of international human-rights experts met in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, to outline a set of international principles relating to sexual orientation
and gender identity.
The result was the Yogyakarta Principles: a
universal guide to human rights that affirms
binding international legal standards with
which all States must comply. These principles offer a different future where all people
are born free and equal in dignity and in
which rights can fulfill that precious birthright.
Read more at www.yogykartaprinciples.com.

Keep up with the latest
news and information about UCAN!

[ANNOUNCEMENT]
SUBSCRIBE to:

UCAN Stop AIDS E-News
http://www.ucc.org/ucan/ucan-stop-aids-e-news.html

JOIN the UCAN Facebook page!
www.facebook.com

Next Issue:
Summer/Fall 2010-2011
Please support
UCAN’s Mission
Contributions may be made
online or sent to UCAN, Inc.
at the addresses below.
UCAN, Inc.
700 Prospect Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115
Phone: 216-736-2284
Fax: 216-736-3203
E-mail: ucan@ucc.org

ucaninc.org

UCAN’s Mission Statement

T

he mission of UCAN, Inc. (The United Church of Christ HIV and AIDS Network) is to build a
network of people, congregations and organizations within and beyond the United Church of
Christ for care giving, education and prevention in response to the HIV and AIDS pandemic by:

•

Providing technical assistance to help congregations and other settings of the church start and build
their capacity and programs;

•

Offering training in the use of the UCC’s comprehensive HIV and AIDS curriculum, Affirming Persons,
Saving Lives, as well as other HIV and AIDS educational resources;

•

Giving leadership for education and information on public policy concerns; and

•

Prioritizing its work to bring critical presence to those most affected by HIV and AIDS in the United
States and throughout the world.

