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An interview is plenty informative if you are reading it.  You find out about the 

person or the issue, maybe research a little after that, then go on about your business.  But 

it is a completely different experience to be the interviewer as opposed to the reader.  My 

first School of the Americas Watch demonstration made me the interviewer.  I hadn’t 

witnessed the injustice myself but instead witnessed the pain-wrenched faces of those 

who had.  Hearing sisters from Colombia orate how SOA-trained soldiers raided their 

villages, used their torturous tactics on them and killed men, women, and children 

revealed to me--in a much more effective way than any pamphlet ever could--the pain 

and injustice that is the SOA. 

It is indeed true that the outlandish teachings of the SOA directly effect people of 

color.  It is also true that over half of the people participating in the demonstration/protest 

this year were European American veteran protesters.  So the question that followed me 

during my entire first SOA demonstration was: Where are all of the young conscious 

people of color?   And as the weekend went on I realized some things that need to be 

done to target this particular group of protesters.  First off, there needs to be a conscious 

effort to expose to my peers the wrongs that are being done to our peoples as a result of 

SOA training.  Second, the SOA Watch would benefit to have some speakers and protest 

musicians, dancers, and poets that we could relate to from our generation—those with a 

similar appreciation of art so as to gain a new audience and not alienate its original one. 

Despite my disappointment at the lack of my peers present at the SOA watch, I 

was thrilled and amazed that an estimated 19,000 people came together to testify to the 

injustice of the SOA.  I would advise anyone to take it upon themselves to gather up 

some like minded people and take part in next year’s demonstration, if the SOA is not 
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closed by then.  And as a student trying to finish finals during the weekend of the 

demonstration, I understand trying to manage time; still I would advise to be a witness 

and take part in the giant vigil remembering all those who have unjustly had the life 

pulled from their bodies due to the training of the School of the Americas.  I guarantee 

that it will touch the deepest part of your soul. 


